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•  I 

» 

HAVI N  G  fixed  the  6th  of  January  for  rojf 
departure,  the  chief  of  the  Nimiqua  hord^, 
tiear  which  I  was  encamped,  came  on  the  day 
appointed,  with  his  wife  and  fi'fter,  to  take  leave  ^ 
of  me.  H  is  fifter  had  a  pretty  little  monkey, 
the  belly  of  which  was  white,  and  the  reft  of 
the  body  of  a  greenifh  colour.  This  charm** 
ing  animal  was  the  firft  of  its  fpccies  I  had 
Vol.  Hi,  B  feen ; 
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feen;  and  I  wiflied  much  to  have  it  in  tlty 
poflfellion  to  add  to  my  colledion;  but  it  was 
fo  dear  to  its  miftrefs,  that  I  durft  not  venture  - 
to  afk  it  of  her.  Every  time  fli6  came  to  vifit 
jne,  fhe  brought  it  along  with  her  ;  atid,  before 
fhe  entered  my  tent,  fhe  tied  it  to  one  of.the 
flakes,  that  it  might  play  with  Kees.  I  was 
always  fond  of  treating  it  with  feme  dainty  ; 
but  fcarcely  -would  my  back  be  turned,  when 
Kees,  ftronger  and  more  ruifchievous,  would 
open  its  mouth  by  force,  arid  take  from  its 
pouches  what  I  had  given  it.  Its  miftrefs, 
liighly  delighted  with  this  trick,  would  laugh 
moft  immoderately.  She  would  then  run  to 
her  favourite,  load  him  with  carefles,  as  if  to 
eonfole  him^  and  requeft  me  to  make  hiiix 
amends  by  feme  other  prcfent ;  while  Kees, 
afraid  of  being  forced  to  reftore  what  he  had 
robbed,  wouW  favc  himfelf  by  flights 

The  attachment  which  this  woman  had  to* 
her  monkey  was  a  real  paflion*  Her  whole 
h^ppiijefs  fcemed  to  be  centred  in  it.  A  hun- 
dred times,  while  we  were  talking  together^ 
would  fhe  interrupt  the  converfation  to  kifs  it  > 
and  yet  when  fhe  faw  me  about  to  deipart,  ta 
toy  great  furprjfey  fhe  fnatched  it  up  fuddcnly, 

and 
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and,  having  kifled  it  over  and  ovfer  with  the 
titmoft  tcndernefs,  threw  it  upon  my  (houlder 
and  hid  me  keep  it.  Was  this  inconftancy  or 
indifference  ?  The  careffes  fhe  bcftowied  iipon 
it  before  fhe  gave  it  me  prove  that  it  was  nei- 
ther. She  cotijeflufed,  that  it  would  afford 
ine  great  pleafure  to  poffefs  the  Animal ;  and, 
-Without  farther  ceremony,  ihe  detached  herfelf 
from  it  in  itiy  favour. 

My  plan  was  to  repair  to  a  horde  of  the 
Koraquas,  eftablifhed  at  thfe  diftance  of  fourteen 
br  fifteen  leagues  farther  to  the  horth-eaft* 
Twelve .  perfons,  mefn  and  women,  of  that 
Which  Iwasgoihg  to  leave,  joined  themfelvei 
to  niy  caravan,  and  ferved  me  as  guides.  Wc 
jprbpbfed  to  halt  oh  the  banks  of  a  river,  fitu- 
atcd  four  leagues  and  a  half  from  our  point  of 
departure  j  but  we  found  the  bed  of  it  dccur 
jpied  by  a  herd  of  more  than  an  hundred  bu£- 
falods,  which  my  dogsi  roufed,  and  whith  fled 
from  us  on  the  oppofite  fide* 

It  i&  always  a  bad  omen  to  meet  with  thefe 
itnimals,  ih  the  defcrts,  during  times  of 
drought  J  for^  as  they  live  always  in  large  herds, 
and  take  up  their  abode  in  the  beds  of  the 
rivers^-  they  foon  exhauft  what  little  water 

■^  B  a  might 

,    \  •  ■ 
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rpigljt  otherwife  be  left  in  them.  In  this,  therft-- 
fpre,  we  did  not  find  a  fingle  drop.     . 

Aftier  we  had  refted,  wc  refumed  our  march", 
following  their"  track,  both  with  a  view  that 
they  might  not  exhauft  the  other  rcjfervoirs^ 
which  we  knew  we  fhould  fooa  -ftand  in  jieed 
of,  and  that  we  ihight,  if  poflible,  kill  fome 
of  them.  -  Towards  evening  we  came  up  with 
them,  at  the  diftance  of  five  leagu€;s  farther  .on 
the  banks  of  the  river  J  and  as  the  bulhes  with 
which  the  country  was  covered  retarded  their 
progrefs,  and  concealed  us  from  their  fight, 
,  we  were  able,  by  th^  affiftance  of  pur  dogs,  ta 
approach  them,  and  to  kill  two*   .  ^ 

They  were  in  nothing  different  from  the 
other  buffaloes  which  I  had  met  with  in  the 
icaflern  part  of  Africa,  except  that  they  were 
of  a  monflrous  fize..  ^  In  no  part  had  I  ever 
fcen,  any  equal  to  them* 

Two  animals  of  fuch  a  bulk  enfured  pro- 
vifiohs  in  abundance  for  my  whole  company ; 
but,  as  the  cutting  them  up  would  require  an  . 
entire  day^  I  deferred  that  labour  till  the  next 
morning.  At  break  of  day  m[y  people  'began 
their  work ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  \ 
might  conciliate  the  friendChip  of  the  Koraqua$>9 

whofe 
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t^hofe  horde  I  intended  to  vifit,  I  difpatched 
toeflengers  to  inform  them  that,  if  they  chofe 
to  partake  of  my  game,  I  would  give  them  a 
ikare  of  it  with  the  greatefk  pleafure. 

In  this  manner,  I  here  repeat  it^  muft  every 
traveller  a<9:  who  wifhes  to  fucceed  in  his  plans* 
By  fuch  means  he  will  procure  friends ;  and 
he  will  find  no  favages,  however  ferocious, 
whom  he  may  not  render  tradable. 

I  muft  declare,  to  the  honour  of  the  Afri- 
cans, that  the  farther  you  go  from  the  colonies 
you  will  find  among  them  more  fmcerity  and 
more  afiedtion.  Thofe  who,  on  account  of 
their  diftance,  are  neither  known  to,  nor  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Europeans^ 
poflefs  a  fimplicity  highly  engaging,  and  (how 
no  miftruft  but  What  is  neceffary  to  every  rea- 
fonable  being,  to  guard  agaiaft  danger  and  pre« 
ferve  his  ^xiftence. 

Their  eharaiSter,  it  is  true,  difplays  morie 
apathy,  and  their  talents  afe  more  confined ; 
but  never  having  occafion  to  deceive,  and  being 
alfo  never  e^^pofed  to  be  deceived  by  others, 
they  have  no  need  of .  falfchood,  and  are  iin-, 
acquainted  with  it. 

The  Koraquas  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  to 

B  3  \       the 
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the  number  of  thirty  men  and  women,  an4 
brought  with  them  fome  oxen  to  carry  back 
the  prpvifions  I  had  offered  them.  They  pafledt 
the  night  with  me ;  and,  next  morning,  hav-. 
ing  caufed  their  pxen  to  be-  loaded,  I  fet  out 
'  with  them  for  their  horde,  acrofs  a  fcorcbed 
plain,  the  driefti  perhaps^  of  21II'  thofe  I  ha4 
yet  trayerfed.    ' 

I  every  where  obfqrved  giraffes ;  but,  in  2^ 
fpace  fo  extenfive,^  they  had  too.  much  advan- 
tage over  us  ;  and^  as  I  dcfpaired  of  being  ablet 
to  get  near  th^m,  I  did  not  fo  much  as  thinfc 
of  purfuing  them.  Having,  however,  feen  a 
ifhinoceros,  which,  by   the   heavinefs  of  hit 

'  X 

flight,  feemed  likely  to  lofe  ground,  I  refolved 
to  hnnt  him,  and  ftt  put  accordingly  with 
Klaas,  We  galloped  forwards  full  fpeed^  and 
had  got  within  fhot,  when  the  horfe  on  which 
Klaas  was  mounted,  fuddenly  ftumbling,  fell 
down,  and  threw  him  over  his  head  to  the 
diftance  of  more  than  ten  feet.  By  the  fffed^ 
of  the  fall;  his  fufee  w^nt  off  at  the  fame  time; 
and  it  was  only  by  the  explpfion  that  I  was 
informed  of  the  accident.  ^ 

I  was  then  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
j^nd  fifty  yarcjs  in  a  ftraight^  line  before  him. 

X  haftcne<^ 


_  I 
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I  haftehed  towards  him,  as  foon  as  I  obferVed 
the  accident,  and,  finding  hitn  motionlefs,  ima- 
gined he  was  dead ;  but,  on  putting  fome  vo- 
Jatile  alkali  to  his  nofe,  his  fenfes  retarned ; 
^nd,  as  he  was  n,ow  in  a  fair  way  of  recoverjr> 
I  left  him  to  run  after  his  horfe ;  and  having 
caught  it  we  rejoined  our  caravan. 

An  accident,  but  of  a  different  kind,  ha4 
happened  among  the  reft  of  my  company^ 
Two  women,  exhaufted  by  -fatigue  and  the 
heat,  had  been  taken  ill ;  and  it  was  found 
tieccffary  to  place,  them  upon  the  oxen  which 
I  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  follgweij 
us  in  relays. 

Though  we  had  advanced  but  a  little  way, 
my  colonial  Hottentots  weu'e  already  quite 
worn  out.  Accuftomed  to  tlie^  temperate  cli- 
mate  of  the  Cape,  thefe  men,  naturally  indolent 
and  timid,  were  unable  to  fupport  the  fcorch- 
ingheat  of  t^^  torrid  zone  to  which  we  were 

« 

approaching.  Thofe  who  during  my  firft 
journey  had,  when  circumftanccs  required, 
fuftained  marches  of  twelve  hours,  found  them- 
felves  now  fo  languid  and  weak  ^ter  one  of 
half  the  time,  that  they  were  not  capable  of 
^cfvfincin^  a  ftep  farther.     They  faw  mc  ex- . 

1  4  ppfe 
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pofe  myfelf  to  the  fame  fatigue  without  GomT 
plaining;  but  my  example  had  xio  efiedt  tQ 
raife  their  deprefled  courage. 

They  complained  particularly  of  thirft  more 
than  of  any  other  evil.  In  vain  did  I  exhort 
them  to  employ  a  remedy  1  had  difcovered, 
vehich  was  that  of  not  drinking  much,  and  of 
bemg  contented  with  lapping  a  little  Y^ater  at 
a  time,  like  my  dogs.  This  would  hav^  be6n 
fuflScient  to  moiften  the  falivary  glands,  and 
to  keep  the  mouth  cool ;  but  their  obftinate 
ignorance  would  not  fuffer  them  to  follow  my 
diredions;  They  drank  to  fatisfy  the  prefent, 
and  thought  they  could  drink  alfo  to  fatisfy 
their  future  thirft,  without  perceiving  that  the 
large  quantity  of  liquid  which  they  fwallow^d, 
after  remaining  on  their  ftomachs-  like  a  load, 
and  retarding  their  movements^  foon  went  off 
again  in  an  abundant  perfpiration,  which 
greatly  weakened  them,  and  threw  them  into  * 
a  ftate  of  general  relaxation,  the  caufe  of  wrhich 
they  unjuftly  afcribed  to  the  climate. 

,  Befides,  all  the  water  here  being  for  the  mod 
part  brackifh,  it  occafioned  dyfenteries,  which 
they  rendered  continual,  by  rcfufing  the  fanly 
remedy  wp  could  employ  to  check  them.  They 
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tiad  already  forgotten  thofe  proteftation«  of 
^eal,  and  thofe  folemn  promifcs  which  they 
were  fo  eager  to  make  before  my  departure 
from  Cape  Grange  ;  and  the  fymptoms  of  dit 
content  which  they  began  to  fhow  rendered 
me  exceedingly  unhappy* 

To  this  caufe  of  uneafinefs  was  added  ano- 
ther. On  approaching  the  kraal,  the  remainder 
of  the  horde  (thofe,  I  mean,  who  were  not  in 
my  company),  came  to  meet  me,  but  in  a  tu* 
'  multuoufi  manner,  and  without  a  leader^  Their 
chief  had  died  ja  little  before ;  and,  fince  that 
^ vent,  anarchy,  diforder,  and  confufion  had. 
prevailed  among  them.  Thpy  had  aflembled, 
indeed,  to  ele^  ^  fucceflpr  to  the  deceafpd  j  but, 
the  perfon  chofen  having  refufed  to  accept  the 
office,  the  horde  had  divided  into  two  parties, 
one  cQufifling  pf  the  mf  n  arjd  the  other  of  the 
women,  ^ach  pf  whom  had  named  4  chief,  fo 
that  they  had  three  at  once,  q,one  pf  whom-, 
hpwqver,  poflefled  fufficicnt  authority  to  ter- 
piinate  their  diffenfion.  The  refijlt  pf  this 
triple  .^ledliopi  was  continual  difputes  and 
wrangling.  Battles,  in  which  ipuch  blood  was 
Ihed,  took  placp  every  day ;  and  thefe  combats 
jendjed  ftill  ipor?  jp  increafe  their  animofity. 

Scarcely 


\ 
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Scarcely  had  they  joined  me,  when  they  be-* 
gan  to  fhow,  by  their  condudt,  how  their  af- 
fairs were  iituated.  The  whole  horde,  both 
thofe  who  had  arrived  and  thofe  who  had  aq«- 
companied  me,  no  longer  paid  attention  to 
?iny  thing  but  their  quarrel ;  and  they  endea- 
voured to  interefl  me  in  it,  though  I  knew  not 
^  fingle  word  of  their  language.  To  fee  their 
warmth,  one  might  have  fuppofed  that  their 
eledion  was  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  whole 
world,  and  that  the  fate  of  mankind  was  about 
to  depend  on  their  chief.  All  fpoke  at  the  fame 
time ;  each  endeavoured  to  drown  his  neigh'*- 
hour's  voice  by  his  own  j  their  eyes  fparkled 
with  fury  J  and,  amidft  this  confufiqn,  while 
they  threatened  each  other  in  turns^  the  noiib 
they  ma(Je  became  trqly  dreadful. 

This  inteftine  war  among  the  favages  af- 
forded meafpedaclecmirelynewj  and  thougl^ 
it  had  rather  an  alarming  appearance,  it  pre- 
fented  fomething  interefting  to  the  pbfervation 
of  a  travellen  The  hope,  indeed,  which  I 
entertained  of  fettling  their  difpute  in  an  equi-? 
table  manner^  made  fome  amends  fpr  thp  dif-, 
agreeablenefs  of  my  {ituation  by  being  confti- 
tiited  fuprenjie  judge  in  a  cauf?  of  fo  mucl\ 

?oi?fe-. 
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f  onfequence.  ^  I  had  great  reafon  to  ent^itai^ 
a  high  idea  of  myfelf,  as  I  was  going,  by  s^ 
lingle  word,  to  be  the  founder  or  reftorer^of 
f  he  greatefi  power  that  one  mortal  can  cxercife 
over  others.  ^ 

I  learned  by  my  interpreters,  that  the  der 
ceafed  had  left  feveral  fons  of  fufficieiit  2^ge  to 
fucceed  him  j  and  yet  thefe  fons  had  been  eor* 
tifely  forgotten  j  notwithftanding  what  KolbeA 
tells  of  the  wonderfql  order  which  prevails,  a^ 
to  fucceflion,  among  the  Africs^n  tribes,  and 
pf  the  cpntiau^^nce  of  the  crown  in  the  reigning 
families;  The  courfe  didated  to  me  by  pqi- 
4ence,  ^iid:the  only  one  I  could  purfue  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  was  to  watch  thcf 
different  cvTent§  likely  to  refultfrom  thisfcene, 
and  to  take  advantage  of  tha^  which  I  might 
think  moft  favourable  to  my  views.  A  for- 
tunate circumllance  ifooa  enabled  me  to  carry 
my  plan  imp  execution. 

UnariRfi^d  and  withput  any  precautionn 
though  furrounded  by  this  enraged  multitude^ 
I  walked  palmly  along  ii)  the  midil  of  them  |^ 
^nd,  when  we  arrived  at  thp  Icraal,  I  ordered  my 
tent  to  be  immediately  formed  i  as  if  I  had  been 
furrounded  by  mv  frieads  and  relations. 

.  Thi? 
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This  appearance,  raifed  fuddenly,  iand  as  if  by- 
magic,  before  the  eyes  of  the  horde,  with  my 
fufees,  horfes,  and  tent,  objeds  which  were  all 
new  to  them,  filled  them  with  admiratpn.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  motionlefs  and  with 
their  mouths  wide  open,  all  flood  looking  at 
them  with  profound  filence.  Anger,  Jhatrcd, 
and  every  violent  pafEon,  feemed  by  their 
countenances  to  be  extihguiflied,  and  to  have 
given  place  to  more  ttanquil  emotions,  to  ig- 
norant furprife,  and  fttipid  aftonifliment.  This 
ftate  of  calmnefs  was  juft  what  I  wifhed  for; 
and  my  whole  attention  was  employed  in  pro- 
longing it,  in  order  that  I  might  turn  it  to  ad*^ 
vantage, 

Infancy  Is  naturally  curfous;  it  is  ftruck 
with  every  thing  it  fees ;  and  the  favage,  in 
this  refpeft,  is  only  a  grown  up  child.  As 
thefe  favages  feemed  to  wifli  that  I  wouldL  per- 
mit them  to  examine  more  clofely  whatever  . 
excited  their  admiration,  I  readilycon^efcended 
to  gratify  their  defire.  They  approached,  fur- 
veyed,  and  handled  every  thing.  But  the 
principal  obje<9t'  of  getieral  curiofity  was  my 
perfon*.  They  feemed  as  if  they  would  never 
be  fatisfied  with  looking  at  my  drefs.   .  They 

.^  5  •  pulled. 
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pulled  off  my  hat,  that  they  might  the  better 
examine  my  hair  and* my  beard,  which  were 
long.  They  even  half  unbuttoned  my  clothes  j 
and  furprifed  to  fee  my  fkin  white,  each  felt  it^ 
as  if  deiirous  to  afcertain  that  what  they  faw 
was  reaL 

This  comedy  continued  till:  the  evening  ;  and 
I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prolong  it. 
At  length,  when  the  moment  of  feparation  ar- 
rived, I  caufed  to  be  hinted  to  the.  whole  com-* 
pany,  that  if,  two  hours  after  fun-rife  next 
morning,  they  fhould  not  be  agreed  refpeding 
the  choice  of  a'  chief,  I  would  immediately 
leave  them.  I  added,  however,  that  if,,  ort 
the  other  hand,  they  came  and  prefcnted  to 
me  a  chief,  elected  by  general  confent,  I 
would  then  load  them  all  with  prefents,  and 
beftow  on  him  a  diftindion,  which  would 
raife  him  above  all  his  equals,  and  render 
the  horde  one  of  the  mofl  celebrated  in  the 
whole  country.  But  what  was  my  furprife 
when  I  learned  the  fame  evening,  that  on  my 
head  the  burden  of  the  crown  was  depofed  ! 
Pretending  to  be  alarmed  at  this  Intelligence,  I 
took  advantage  of  it,  as  I  had  intended,to  reftore 
perfeS  tranqijiUity  j  and  I  accordingly  acquiefced, 

affuring 
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afiuring  them,  that  if  they  would  pVomifc  to  W 

>  «  —  .    • 

obedient,  I  would  give  them  the ,  only  chief 
worthy  of  ruling  them,  and  of  making  theni 
happy. 

By  means  of  my  intftrj^retets^,  I  had  acquired 
every  information  neceffary  to  enabk  uie  td 
accomplifh  my  end  witlw:ertainty.  -  My  prin- 
cipal aim  was  to  learn  the  choice  or  inclinatioii 
of  the  majority ;  and  I  hoped,  when  it  waS 
known,  to  give  to  the  object  of  it  a  confe- 
quince  that  Ihould  be  capable  of  ftrikirig  them; 
I  fuccced^d  accbrding  to  my  defite.  They 
named  otic  Haripa,  and  I  inimediatcly  pro- 
claimed  hiili  chief. 

The  favage  ha$  ftron^  paflions  j  hisi  anger  isf 
tiolent,  but  it  is  of  fhoft  duratidn,  and  he  foonf 
Returns  to  the  natural  mildnefs  of  his  charader; 
*I1iis  I  experienced  on  the  prefent  occafion; 
The  commotion  of  the  horde  fubfided ;  and 
thfey  peaceably  retired,  apparently  difpofed  td 
bbey  the.  ' 

I  Was  ignorant  whether  the  women,  wheni 
they  feparated,  held  any  conference  together^ 
or  whether  my  choice  was  agreeable  to  their 
t^iihes }  but,  at  the  appointed  hour  next  morn- 
Ingj  the  whole  horde  appeared  before  me,  with 
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ttatipa  at  t^eir  head.  He  was  a  man  about 
fofty  years  of  age,  tall>  well  made,  exceedingly 
ftrong,  and  confequently  formed  by  nature  fot 
ruling  the  feeble  multitude* 

Before  1  proceeded  to  inftall  him,  I  defired 
to  know  whether  they  were  ail  agreed  in  ac-» 
knowledging  him  j  or  if  any  one  objeded  to 
his  ekftion.  Being  affured  that  they  Were 
unanimous,  I  ordered  Klaas  to  approach.  Klaas 
immediately  advanced,  hplding  in  his  hand  one 
of  thofe  grenadier  caps  given  me  by  Colonel 
Gordon,  and  of  which  I  have  already  fpoken. 
He  had  bruflied  it  with  great  care ;  and  had 
{>oli{hed  the  copperplate  in  the  front,  which 
was  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Holland^ 
that  js  to  fay,  a  lion  rampant,  having  in  one 
of  his  fore-paws  fevcn  arrows,  and  in  the  other 
/  a  naked  fabre* 

This  fymbol  could  not  fail  to  pleafe  thefe 
lavages,  as  it  exhibited  a  reprefehtation  of  the 
weapons  peculiar  to  them,  and  of  the  moft 
formidable  animal  of  their  country,  which  I 
took  care  to  point  out  to  tbem.  *  They  tefti-* 
fied  their  "admiration  in  the  moft  expreffive 
manner ; .  and  imagined  that,  fuperior  to  kings, 
I  had  by  my  almighty  power  made  this  work 

during^ 
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fluqng  the  night,  merely  with  a  vic\y  to  affofa 
iheni  pleafure* 

.  After  this  preparation^  I  cdntmanded  filence  ) 
and,  caufing  the  monarch  to  approach  me,  I  pla^ 
ced  the  cap  upon  his  head  with  great  fokmnity; 
I  then  afixed  to  the  fkin^  which  formed  hi& 
drefs,'  feveral  rows  of  glafs  beads ;  gave  .him  a 
girdle  made  of  a  firing  of  very  large  ones  j  or- 
namented his  arms  with  tin  btaeelets,  and  fnf- 
pended  from  his  neck  a  fmall  padlock,  ihaped 
-like  a  butterfly^  the  key  of  which  I  had  loft* 
Such  padlocks,  made  in  the  form  of  animals  of 
every  kind,  are  very  common  at  the  Cape'. 
They  come  from  China ;  and  are  brought  to» 
Africa  by  the  captains  of  the  Company's  fhip» 

i?vhich  tra^e  in  the  Indian  feas. 

•  .    '. 

During  the  ceremony  of  inftalktion,  the 
whole'  horde,  dumb  and  motionlefs  through 
admiration,  feemed  loft  in  ccftacy.  Haripa 
himfelf,  though  highly  gratified,  did  not  dare  to 
make  the  leaft  movement,  and  obferved  *a  gra-^ 
vity  altogether  ridble.  When  the  inaugura- 
tion was  finifhed,  and  he  was  completely 
drefl*ed,  I  prefented  him  with  a  mirror,  that  be 
might  enjoy  the  fatisfadion  of  furveying  hii* 
<>wn  figure.     I  then  (hewed  him  to  the  people,- 

who^ 
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Who  eJcpretTed  their  joy  by  flibuts.and  appfaufcs 
vrithout  end*         *         .  - '  - 

Ye  honeft  hearts^  T^ho  pefafe  this  ?!ccoviiit> 
behold  what  it  coll  me  to  reftore  peidcf  among 
a  whole  tribe,  aiid  to  pi^eVent  jhem  from  de- 
ftroying  each  other !  From  this  moment  con- 
cord was  re-eftabliflied  j  univcrfal  joy  prevailed 
throughout  the  hordd ;  arid  they  inftantly  be- 
gan  their  dancings,  which  cofatlhued  for  threci' 
days  arid  three  nights  without  intermliCbn. 
They  .killed  for  this  feftivJll  f^v^alfat  Qicep, 
and  even  two  oxen ;  an  extraordinary  and 
truly  aftonifhing  magnificencfer^morlg'''a  peo- 
ple, who,  when  they  barter  one  of  their  daugh- 
ters for  a  cow,  think  ihey  have  made  an  ex* 
cellent,  bargain,  >      \       . 

-  If  the  Koraquas  fet  fuch  a  high  Value  on  * 
their  horned  cattle,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  the 
principal  part  of  their  riches.  •  Ttiey  do  cotj 
however,  make  them  an  objedl  of  trade,  Beiftg 
too  far  diftant  from  the  colonies  to  have  any 
commercial  intercourfe  with  them,  either  di- 
redly  or  indirectly,  they  can  traffic  with  their 
cattle  only  among  themfelvea  or  their  nieigh- 
hours*  * 

When  I  wifhcd)  therefore,  to  purchafe  a 
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the  place  of  thofe  I  had  loft,  I  procured .  tiicta 
s^ffiiwdc^  wHIch  made nSe-even  afhaiioed.  .An 
ox  coft  me,  only  a  fmall  bit  of  iron  or.alnail ; 
znd  thoie^wbo  h»4  thftgood  fortune  to  make^ 
fuch  aa  exchange  were  hi]ghly  fttisficd  with 
itieir  bargain.     _  /  .  .  • 

.  I  am  fully  conviqccd  that,  had  I  been  de-^ 
firouSf  to  te?np?  lh§m,  by  expofing  to  their 
vj^jv  certats^tijnJ^t^,.  I  migjht  have  gotf,  with- 
out exception,  eyeify  thing  that  belonged  to  the 
hpr4e.  .  Thi^'  fenainde  m^  of  the  Indians  I  had 
feen  at  Siiriroan^^,  who^  forgetting  in  the  naom- 
ing  tb^t  th«y  ^muft  repofe  at  night,  .will  fell 
theiy  )iA.i9!D40^k  for  the  f  nd  of  a  lighted  wax* 
candfe,  Thefe  people  would  not  give  the 
fmaH^ft'  vticle  for  a  hundred  weight  of  wax- 
can41e$  irh  packet^;,  but  they, are  fedu^ed  by 
thc/pteftdolir  ©f  one  that  is  lighted^  T^Y  ^^  - 
chit^r^in  who,  ta  obtain  aay  triff^^  that  give^^ 
them  pl«afure  for  the  mon>eot»  wiU  offer  and 
readily  rcfigp  whatever  they  poffefe*; 

-  It  IS  ^fttn  firom  the  fismt  dyldiih  ^mi  that 

the  fe^dgo^  ji&.fo  reaidy  to  pilfer^  a^  appropriate 

to  his  ownx  ufe  whatever  he  finds  ple^^ing.  or . 

fiaited  to^  his  purpoiea^    .The   Koraguaa  at-^ 

.  ;.*:J  2.  tempted' 


tfei&pted'to  parry 'a5«!ax/aine  of  .my  .^etl*,«yea 
faefote:iii^  faiK'^jiiid;.to  prevent,  thek  rapaoityi^ 
Iiiriff.oli^e^otlufir  Id. Watch  oveTi  flr  jtp  d?p(K( 
fit  them;.iii  Ibmiij  plaoe.  of  fafety^  where  they 
coaM  mi  Ipngof  afivrd  teitiptatiod*  ^    v  ^ 
:  Thefe  i:.|[ieo|0^  iosdt^^^    and  conk^n/^UHj  of 
gceaeieii  ftttorbthsmtfae  Hottentots  of  tb^  cqU>^ 
tiiesit     My  HpcdeiitotsV'fdr  ittfiaocfe^  .reached 
onijf to  thdir  fbooiden ;  but,<  dotwidiibiiitding 
this  dif£3o%m:e^of  .^sfe,  4hd  that  of  their  chefeks 
whic|iP  ;^e^*  left  jn-ontin^ntv  and .  though  their 
(kidsiarebiablcerfl^beHevexiheni  to  bedefcdnded 
ftt>ffi'  tht  'feme  'nicc%  v'.At  ai>y  rate  thjey  have 
the '  ikn^e:  langfuage .  mnd  cuftoim  ai  the  NiifiU' 
qtia$^'4li^if;>ineighbpQsi,  who  are  certainly  of 

^Qwii:  dr^ftffaHb  is  t^e  iame  in  form  as  that 
of  ^e  'Ui ntiqUas J  though  it  differs*  in  the  ful)* 
ftiJ&cfc^' being  feoiri|lofed  bf  the  fein  of  the 
tly'sttfaj.atfll  particuliriy  of  that  of  the  jadcal^- 
ari  anikiaf  foimd  in  great  abofldanc^ini  thbie*  . 
harten  agidM.     With  ifegard  to  the  fldnsurf; 
the  bufTaloe  aftd  the  girafie,  as /they  are  too 
thuik  rcT^tf^flM  for  drefies,  they  employ  them 
only  to  cdtei' their' hur«.i    ?  >    •• 

Mittit^tXiSif^^  dn^ivefs  of  ^Ike  ebuntiy 
'  .C  2  renders 


£6  TR'-AViE-LS    IN  ' 

rendeiiB  fprings  very  rare,  the  Koraquasi  woiil4: 
be  ittiabte  td  inhabit  it,  had  they:  not  fbnnd  ihei 
means  of  remedying  thb  icarcity  of  water, l 
For  this  pu)*pof(i) they  dig:in  the  earthi  a^kind  ofi 
cifterns  or  rather  wqUs,  to  which  they  deicind^ 
gradually  by  deps ;  and^thefejieopk  jarc  Ihe 
only   African   nation  hmong  whom':  I  ever 
found 4:he  fame. niark'iof.induftry.!  v!,.     //./ 
;  As  their  welk/alwaya  tontain  little  iraftf, 
and  as  none  is  to  the  loft,  .ihciy  take  care.to  Ibr: 
cure  it  even  frbm  the  birds, .  by  clofing  i^  the 
mouth  of  the  hole  with  ftones  and  the  branches 
of  trees}  fo  that^  unlefs  one  knows  the  fyoty 
it  is  im^poffible  to  find  it.     They  go.  down 
into  it  every  day,  to  fetcb  up  as  much^water  39- 
may  be  necefTary  for  the  confumption  of  ihck  * 
people  and  cattle,  i   They  draw  it  in-  a  kind  of 
veffels  :made  of  a  piece  of  hollowed ! wood, 
and  pour  it  into  the  fkins  of  bufFaloea  or .  gi«^ 
raffies^  pkted  in  aiconcave  form  qn  the  ground^ 
.  to^hdd  it ;  but  they  diftribute  iu  With  .the  ut- 
lioDfik  pirSmony, ;  and' never  draw  more  than 
they  abfohitely  have  occafion  for,  \:- 

.  Notwithftaading  this,  ddd  ^ ecoiiopDy,  -the 
wells  often  become  dry^,  and  in  th«it  cafe  the 
hp^  M  obliged  to  remove  tpfome  other. place. 
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Atnbng  all  the  wcftcrft  tribes^  therefore,  there 

are  none  who;  lead  ~fQ;^«a>(iering  n  lift  as  the 

^oraquas :  the  confequence  of  which-  is^ .  that, 

as  they  often  change  theirabode,  and  acquire  new 

/neighbours,  il^tj  rauft^  in. (bmemeafure, adopt 

the  cuftoms.  of  the  nations  near  which  ;they  fix 

their  lefidence.     Some  tribe$  of  them  grcafe 

themfelves  like  the  Hottentots  j  while  others 

tattoo  their  face,   bread,  and  arms,  after  the 

manner  of  the  Caffre?.     It  is,  however,  to  be 

.remarked,   that  the   fame  colour  is.nbteoi* 

•ployed  by  aH  the  Koraquas.  Each  has  his  own^ 

, according  as :  caprice  may  direct  him  in  his 

•choice,  and   it  generally,  varies   every  day  j 

iwhich  rend^s,  as  one  maycfay,  the  lahal^it* 

<aAts  of  the  fa^ie  hofcde  Grangers  to  each  other, 

and  gives  them  a  motley  appearance,  as  if  they 

were  drefled  for  a  mafquerade.        . 

After  the  accident  of  my  wound  in  the  horde 
of  Klaas  Bafter,  by  a  prickly  geranium^  I.al* 
ways  took  care,  when  I  encamped  in  a  new 
rpot,  to  caufe  idl  .thfife  I  qould  find  aroiind  me 

to  be  torn  up»  Amoqg  thofe^whioh  we[  had 
oceafion  to  jdeftroy^  suear  Harip^'s  kfaal^  I 
found  a  moit  fuperb  •.  one,  with  three  iQng 
|«ekleS|  a  figurj;  of  which^  (hall .  be  gi veot 

C  3  when 
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x^ti  .1  public  ^n  Attou&t  of  the  new  ptanH 
I  eolkded  ia  the  coftife  <^  my  travels. 

I  fmnji  alfo,  in  (he  fame*  ne^ghbouthDixI^ 
twonevir  fpecies.  of^iphorbia,  engravings  of 
."^bicbtare  annexed.^  Tbciirfl^'  which'  J^  call 
tfaiemdoQ>ril]4)ed  eopborbhi^does  not  rife  more 
tha^-:three  ^r  four  inches  from  the  ground^  to 
.5REhich  vit  adheres'  by  a^  colledion  of  fibrous 
iRSDts,  iiFuing  firotn  fevml  tubercles  difpofed  in 
the  maimer  of  a  crown.  The  ftem  forms  a 
flatted  globd  excavated  at  the  fummir,  and  has 
libs  like  the  apple  which  we  call  in  France 
edlviile  htanche.  Thefe  ribs  are  elevated,  thick, 
aiid  teoAt'e^it,  have  a  grefeniih  colour,  and  are 
ihlarked  with  brown  tranfvci^fal  bands.  'From 
thfe  fummit  of  the  ribs  iffiie  ftv^ral  liitle  tufts 
of  pedunculate  ftowersV* '"'  '  •*   • 

I  gave  the  name  of  the  catefpttlar--*uphcltbia 

»     • 

tothefecdhd,  becaufe,  when  I  firft  f6und  it,^ 
1  thought  I  faw  on  it  fevcral  beautiful  hairy 
calcrpillairs.  The  description  of  it  in  a  few 
•words  Isas  follows^--  from  a  very  large  tube- 
'ro'&s-Yfcc^i^  whrcte  hertt'  and  ther^  tharows  «iut  a 
'itW  tl^teady  :lij>res,  iffM  £everal  ilatbs  dmoft  of 
lli%  laftg^Ko^Ybe  fiMgt^r^tthey  creqp  along  Jthe 
grbuodj  ir^'lwiftdd,  woddy i;  d^tgte  pf lelaves^ 

•  v;  an<i 
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and  fumifhed  with   feveral  rows  of  round 
tubercles,  each  guarded  by  two  prickles. 

Boththefe  kinds  of  euphorbuim  are  to  be 
dreaded ;  becaufei  being  low  and  mixed  with 
the  herbage  like  mulhrooms,  animals^  as  they 
feed,  run  the  riik  of  eating  them  with  theiir 
pafture/ 

* 

Though  this  part  of  the  country  is  dry  and 
barren,  it  aflbrds  an  abundant  variety  of  plants, 
from  which'  an  expert  botanift  might  have 
•derived  more  benefit  than  I  did.  I,  however, 
made  a  great  number  of  drawings  of  the  moft 
remarkable  objeds ;  engravings  from  which  I 
intcndto  publifh  hereafter; 

« 

During  my  refidence  with  this  horde,  I  ob- 
ferved  large  flocks  of  cranes  and  paroqiiets 
pafs  regularly  over  our  heads  every  day,  from 
nbrth^weft  to  fouth-eaft.  The  latter  appeared 
to  me  to  be  proceeding  towards  Caifiraria; 
at*d  they  were  perhaps  of  the  fpecies  I  had  feen 
in  that  eduntry.  I  diftinguiihed  thete  by  the 
continual  chattering  which  they  made  during 
their  flight,  and  by  their'  manner -of  tying  In 
pairs,  male  and  female ;  but  they  Were  ^t  fo 
great  i  height  thi^t  I  eouW  not  kill  any  of  them  ; 
and  thia  was  the  cafe  with  all  the  birds  of  pai^ 
^  C  4  fage 
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fage  I  had  an  opportunity,  of  feeing*  As  the 
country  had  nothing  to  induce  them  todtfcend^ 
none  of  them  flopped.  My  hunting  excur- 
fions,  therefore,  were  become  tirefomej;and  my 
coUedions  did  not.  increafe  to  much  as  I 
wifhed. 

•  With  regard  to  the  animals  that  were  to 
fupply  the  confiderabk  confunSption  mad.c 
daily  by  my  company,  I  could  depend  neither 
on  giraffes,  buSaloes,  nor  the  rhinoc^ros^ 
which^ being  too  wild,  could  not  bp  approached* 
My  whole  refource,  therefore,  was  in  the  an- 
telopes ;  but,  though  I  had  in  no  part  feen  fo 
many,  and  though,  they  warfdered  here  iij 
immenfe  flocljs,  I  found  it  very  diijicult  to  get 
near  them. 

While  under  this  embarr^CrmeQt^  Haqpa^ 
who  thought  himfelf  much  indebted  to  m^ 
for  the  pref(snts  I  had  given  him,  $ind  wh^ 
from  gratitude  ^nd  att^chmpnt  acpompanie4 
njc  every  where,  promifed,  if  I  would  follow 
his  advice,  and  hunt  after  the  Koraqua  manner, 
to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  killiiig,  '^yithput 
quitting  the  fpot,  .more,  g^m^  than  would  be 
fufficient  for  all  my  company  during  a.  whole 
fPfioa,  Thif  c^^tfaordinary  prpmifp  appf^ed  tp 
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OTIC  exaggeration ;  but,  as  it  ?vas  eafy  fof  xiic  to 
jifcertain  the  truth  of  it,  ahd  as  it  afforded  me 
the  hopes  of  learning  fomething,  perhaps,  that 
I. did  not  know,  I  confented  to  make^  a  triaL  ' 
Next  morning,  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  the 
chief  fent.  out  fifty  men  to  track  on  the  hills 
fiqd  eminences  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  horde.  About  noon,  one  of  them  retumcijL ' 
to  give  notice,  that   they  had  driven  fevfcral 
.  ^ocks  of  antelopes  together ;  that  they  now 
.formed  an  immenfe  body,  moving  towayds.  the 
plain  i  and  that  they  would  npt  fail  foon  to. 
make  their  appearance.      , 

I  immediately  fctq^t  with  Haripa,  who 
polled  me  iv\  a  deftle  of  the  plain,  through 
"whici^,  as  he  cpnjedured  .  from  the  dire<aion 
purfued  by  the  trackers, .  the  antelopes  -  muft 
Xieceffarily  p^fs ;  and  indeed  we  had  not  long 
remained  in  this  pofition  when  we  faw,  rifmg 
from  the  fides  pf  the  hills,  clouds  of  duft, 
which  feemed  every  moment  to  extend  them- 
felves  an^  to  become  larger. ,   Hp  thei>  defired 
me  to  lie  dpwnpn  my  b^Uy,  with  n^y/aee  to- 
wards the  ground  ;  i^nd  ip  this  pofturc,  which 
speared  to  mp  very  little  proper  for  hunting, 
^  waited  the  ev<?nt  in  filencc. 

J|i§  anti^lop^s  j^dy^nc?^  full  ipeed,  and  did 

not 
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fiot  fa8  to  dire^  their  courfe  towards,  us,  as  he 
had  forefeen.  As  the  fituation  we  had  taken 
did  not  permit  them  to  fee  us,  they  were  not 
ftartled^  but  proceeded  forwards  without  alteiv 
ingiheir  dircdion ;  when  about  two  thoufand 
of  them,  however,  had  paffed  jas,  he  rofe  up^ 
began  to  diicharge  his  arrows,  and  defired  'me 
to  fire  at  the  fame  time. 

I  was  fully  (enfible  that,  when  the  herd  was 
once  put  in  motion,  the  antelopes  in  the  rear 
W6illd  follow  the  reft;  and  that,  during  the 
impreffion  of  their  fear  which  made  them  fly, 
and  throw  themfeives  in  crowds  towards  us, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  perceive  us,  I  faw 
alfo  that  the  favages,  by  dtlpatching  them 
filently  with  their  arrows,  ran  no  rifk  of  fear- 
ing them  ;  but  I  was  apprehenfivc  that,  if  I 
fired  my  fufee,  the  explofion  migirt:  fpread 
terror  among  them,  and  that  they  would  then 
return  the  way  they  had  come. 

My  apprehenfions,  though  founded  iil  rea* 
fon,  were  not  verified.  I  fired  repeatedly 
in  all  diredions,  but  the  column  continued 
Jlo  advance  as  befbre ;  and  fear  jM-oduced  on 
their  (heepifh  inftinft.  no  other  cflfca  than  that 
of  making  them  move  on  fafter. 
-  I  frequently  poured  the  contents  oF  my  fufee 

into 
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Into  t^e  middle  of  this  ckmfofed  mbltitiiae,  arid 

•  *  <     * 

€ach  of  toy  balls  often  brought  down  feveral  of 
thim  at  a  time.  Had  I  wiihed  for  as  many,  [ 
might  eaiiiy  have  procure  a  hundred ;  and  I 
ceafed  firings  ^merely  becaufe  fuch  a  quantity  of 
game  would  have  been  of  no  ufe  to  me«.  '\    * 

Every  time  I  difcharged  my  piece  at  theft 
antelopes,  their  rumps»  immediately  and  at  the 
£im*e  moment,  all  became  white ;  and  tho(e 
thousands  of  red  backs  flying  before  me  formed, 
as  it  were*  cuefiieet  of  fnow,  which  feemed  dii^ 
played  only  to  difappear  again  in  an  inflant 

I  have  already  fpoken  of  that  iingular  pro- 
peny  of  the  fpr ing*bock  antelope,  which  has 
the  faculty  of  changing  at  will  the  colour  of  ' 
its  rump,  which  is  red,  and  of  making  it  fud«- 
denly  become  white,  as  if  by  a  kind  of  en^ 
chantment*  A  phenomenon  of  this  nature 
prefeots  at  firft  to  the  mind  fomething  maiv 
velloua;.  it  is,  however,  ftridly  true,  and  may 
be  :eafily  compr^ended  after  the  following 
explanation. 

'  The  long  thick  hair  which  covers  the  rump 
of  the  i^ring-bock  antelope  is,. in  general,  of  a 
taway  hue;  but,  though  it  appears  to  be /eo- 
^ely  of  that  colour,  at  is  cmiy  the  furface  that 

is 
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is  really  fo  {  for  underneath  it  is  of  a  pure 
white,  and  in  its  natural  fi;uatio|i  this  part  is 
entirely  concealed.  Now  all  the  hair  cm  the 
ro^mp  grows  from  a  ftrong  tifiue  of  mufcular 
fibres,  by  means  of  which  the  animal  cad,  at 
pleafure,  extend  or  contrad  the  fkin ;  fo  that^ 
when  extended,  the  upper  hair  is  laid  fl^^  to 
the  rig^t  arid  left,  .and  that  below  only,  which 
is  pcrfc^ly  white, ,  remains  expofed  to  view, 
and  even  covers  the  reft.  I  cannot  better  de- 
fcribe  this  operation,  than  by  comparing  it  to 
the  adion  of  opening  and  {hutting  a  boo^ 
placed  on  its  back. 

Another  fad,  more  diiEcult  to  be  explaihed, 
is  the  prodigious  multiplication  of  thefe  ante- 
lopes in  a  country  infefted  witTi  carnivorotw! 
aaimals,  which  it  every  where  produces*  .  I 
had  in  other  places  met  with  a  few  bf  their  nuk 
meTY)us  flocks ;  but,  when  I  beheld  this,  I  often 
wondered  how  fo  many  thoufands  ofanimals, 
which,  by  their  number,  muft  have  dried  up 
the  ftreams,  and  confumed  the  pafturage  of  a 
whole  diftrid,  could  live  in  a  place  fo  barren 
and  deftitute  of  water.  But  though'  antelopes, 
as  well  as  goats,  have  not^  the  fame  need  of 
drink  as  other  animals,  they  doubttefd  comf* 

monly 


monljbiiifea^bit  more  fertik  caoton^^  imd  theie 
were  fudxlin/tfac  neighbouf hood^  as  iviU  pceU 
kmlj  be  firen*  injfhort,  to  give  my  rcade» 
aa  idea  how  numerous  this  herd  wa^i  I  fhAH 
.  only  fay  that^  notwithflanding.the  rapidity 
<if  its  courfe,.  it  employed  thr^e  wkphi  hxMr$  to 
j^a&me*  '  v.;  " 

In  the.rtla|ioo-Qf  myd-^ft  trayel^  I  have 
mentioned  thb  datdlope  jVl^Pf  th^  oiiime  of  the 
gazeJlcMk  parofk-rrAn,  uppfcAa^jwnc  ex:ic9e^gly 
wftll  fiiited.ttiit;  AS  itfe^Aift^.to  profile jth^' 
diingc  I  Ha.vp.:<|foktn  oli ,  merely ,  fbr  :tbe  |«ir^^ 
]^oie  of  ornamenting  its  rump  with  a  fplpudid* 
colour.  .  On  account ;  of.  ithid  idenomin^tion^  I 
have  been  reproached  by:a;Joui)naIift  ^l^ithiKH: 
having  (faidied  the  true  principles,  of  the  2odIe^' 
gical  nomiehclatuie.;  but  the  drittcr.was^dbu^ 
lefs  ignorant^  that  the  above  n^tbie^  risjtottisvDfi 
thofe  gi»fen::t0  ^hil  aniflJilps  at  tl»,  Capeof 
Good-Hope,  where  the»p)apters  dUiioguHhi^ti 
by  that  c£  fiffftik-iofk  (thf  :goat  jvhich  ador;ns 
itfelf  ):  it,  is  l^nown  alfo  by  thpfepf  the  leaping 
goat,,  and  the  goat^of  ^palTagje.  All  thefe  dif-^^ 
ferent  denominations  are  derived  from  the  i^-^ 
bits  of  the  animal ;  and^  Jn  my  opinion,  they 
are  all  preferable  to  thpfe  ftrange  and  barba* 

rous 


voos  names^  which  pi!Sefent  no  anatdg^  betwcMi 
thcqi  and  the  thing  they  exprdfe*  r  i  Ffar.  furdy 
Ae  trueft  principles  of  nomenclat;uro  ^tWe 
whkh*  beft  paint  the  dbjed^  th^y  areinftenddd 
tomakdkn^wn*      •  ,  •    -  '^ 

I  never  fiW  afty-Wber^  ib  beautiful  a  bofeed* 
of  goats  as  aniong  the  Koraquas.  I  puAsha^Nl 
ftverat  ^  them^^^^ht(Jh  vHtvt  add«d  t6^*iy 
flock.  Wheft  I  |$^iM  thtough  thd  cliftriift  xsl 
the  Ift^enty-four^RiveiPSj  myiiriead  Licw^n^ 
b^rg ' h^  ^ntentiotild^^^  ^mimals,  Jarhkh  fcer 
kfi^^oBly  by  repdit,,and  he  b*ggod^mc^  tf  i 
could)  |6  ^  bring  him  it  -  male.  iiam^:£bund 
on6' t&at  was  really  remarkable,  bdth  ohj  ao«' 
coon^  06  itBfize:^dith^'leingth  and  breadth  of! 
k®  hotter' I  purehaCed  lit  for  my  &iendj  Trit  tbe!^ 
«3^ii6e  o&a  nail  t2£i  d  >mqdsi:fltd.  fixe;:^  arid: ^ 

&iv:giij^rs^-^beadiBP^ti  ./vO({^^  .. ;.  ^\:' .:;':•..'..•;.;  •.-•; 

*"  WMl^nftffe  of  difibr^m  itefe  I'iiiKMe  man^- 
ifer-prp€^ii^d  (Winiji^cAier  &K»n  fqt  my  wtig^ 
gOAs.~  'fhfr  favagiJslhejived'the  Tifmoft  avidity^ 
tobbfiJn  the  fmalleft  bits  of  iron^  liecaiife  th^y^ 
fcrved  to  make  points  for  fheif  ^agiys  of  theh* 
arrowi^w  '^  ";    '  *  '     •  ^  .  ' 

'.  ^fotwithftandlng  4heir  great  Tonanefs  for 
dftfe,  they  fot  more  Vahic  on  that -metal  than 

on 


m  ^a&  s&d  copper  hcauiSi  which  forhiih  them 
with  cuBaiQeats.-  I  am  convinced » that  .foir  the 
iron  \n»k:of  the  wheel  of  one  of  mf  €»xtiagt9 
I  (bould  l^ave  received  a  herd  of  aii.huiKlrdi 
head  of  oxen. 

It  waa  :  probable  th^i,^ .  jS w^nepoej^  in  fliy 
abfeocet- was  ei|iplo]^d  on  the  banks  of 
Otange^Riv^r^  according  to  my  orders^  ;in 
procuring  me  a  team:  ^r  two.  JButjCKnif 
he  bad  not  fucceeded^  which  was  very  un- 
Ukeij^)  i  hadi  without  hia  afilftance^  a  jdifficienr 
miin&er .  t&  draw '  my  carriages,  in  the  okeA 
I  had' procured  cfrom  the  irrft  hordes  through 
"^hick  I  had  f>a(red,and  thdie  I  had  iatel)r  put^ 
ehafc^.-  •  Being  perfeftly  eafy  on  this. head,  I 
was  now  in  a  condition  to  return  toiny  tump 
and  refume  my  journey  ;  and  my  fecurhy  was 
fo  much  the  better  fourtded,  as,  my  hew  oxen 
being  accuiiomed  to  the  herbage  of  the  diftri<5t, 
I  had.  no  reafon  to  ^pr^hend  that*  my  pro^ 
grefs  would  be  intcr*uj»ed  by  thetn^  ag  it  had 
been  by  the  others,  s 

A  new  plan,  however,  ftrl)  det|iined  me,  airf 

fofpended  my  return.    I  had  marty  times  heard 

of  a  brave  and  warlike^  nation*,  dreaded  by  all 

the  favages  in  general  of  thefe*  countries  :  I 

' '*  mean 
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aiean^  that  of  the  Houzouanas;  <  Being. ii€!gh-*' 
bours-  ta  the.  Bofiimen  oa  the  ealft,,;:they : aw 
often  confounded  with  thefe  people ; .  hat  they: 
differ  from  them  ra  their  difpofitioa>.'language,l 
and  manners :  they  are,  bcfides,  a  ^^endermgi 
»ibe;  and,  proceedings  in  their  ^migratidns 
fromr  (he- one  fea  to  the  others  they  fhut  up,*  as 
ciae.  may  iay,Tthatipart  of  Africa,  aiid-lprni 'a^ 
barrier,  aurofs  its  wiiolc  breadth*  -    •    •  ^   - 

'  -A  peopIeXo  different  •  frt>m  all  ihoii.  X  had. 
feeri <iefen?:ed  to.be  known.  »  Myi)dfifigp  ivaSt' 
to  fecure*  their  friendfliipi^  which.  ? was  becoivij? 
abfolufjely  neceflaty ,  either  if,  ^iw  m%\xttk\x\^ 
to  my*  camp,;  I  Ihould  with  to  reftitnff  tpy 
joUTOcy,  Of  if  I  ,|)XQcefe4e4i  back;tQith6;Cftpc. 
to  begin. it  again,      y.  ,   .     .,     .  .   ..:    .,., 

I  wiE^i'toId  ^that  I  couI4  ni>t  penetrate.  iatQ. 
their  country  without  traverfiipg  thofp  of.Qthqr 
njttipiis.  Many  of  the  lapfen  bfelpaging<to  .H]a-' 
ripa  s  horde  propofed,  hpwpv^r,  tQ  ftcq^nxpa^liy 
me  j  and  I  accepted  their  offer,  becauf<?  I.  fhould 
have  occafion  for  guides  ;  bjut ;  I  .would  take 
only  fouf,  and  I  confequendy  fent  back  fuch 
of  the  Greater  Nimiquas  as  had  hitherto  at- 
tended me.  Haripa  came  with  great  ceremony 
to  bid  me  fareweL    Having  wilhed  him  a  nu^ 

merous 
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ihcfous  progeny,  a  peaceful  feign,  and  that 
tbc  women  might  be  more  fubmiffive,  I  fee 
ottt  at  break  of  day,  to  avoid  the  heat^  add  pro- 
ceeded on  my  journey^  wUh  an  intention  of* 
halting  on  the  banks  of  a  river  five  leagues  ' 
diftant  from  the  horde^  ^^^hcre^  according  to 
the  account  of  my  guides,  I  fhould  find  %i 
many  rhinocerofes  as  I  might  wifh.  The  na- 
tives call  this  river  i^^jR/wr!. 

Thoi^h  we  had  marched  only  a  feW  hduf s^ 

I  rematk^d,  in  the  fmall  fpace  we  traverfed,  a 

great  change  in  the -prod uftions.     Qn  all  fided 

I  beheld  different  plants  and  different  animals.; 

and  this  novelty  aftonifhed  me  fo  much,  that 

i  refolved  to  flop  feme  time,  in  order  to  fearch 

.  for  and  colledt  fuch  curious  objects  as  might 

,  be  worthy  of  my  attention.     There  are  fomd 

Vegetables  and  animals  to  which  nature  feems 

.  to  have  exclulively  affigned  certain  climates, 

.and  which  are  to  be  found  no  where  elfe. 

Thus,  for  example,  I  did  not  begin  to  find  gU. 

jraffies  till  I  arrived  at  the  twenty-eighth  degree 

.  of  latitude ;  and  it  was  only  under  the  twenty-* 

.  fifth  tlut ;  I  found  a  kind  pf  wild  afs,  of  an 

.IfabcUa.or  pale-yello.w  colour, 

.This  animal  is,  by  iht  Greater  Nifliiquajj 
.Vol.  III.  D  calleO, 
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called  the  white  zebra :  but  it  is  certainly  a 
wild  afs;  for,  inftead  of  having  a  ftriped  fkhi 
like  the  zebra,  it  is  of  one  colour,  which  has 
a  yellow  tinge.  -  No  animal  in  all  Africa,  per- 
haps, is  fo  fufpicious,  and  fo  fhy  as  this  kind  of 
afs.  It  appears  every  where  in  large  herds ; 
but  I  could  never  get  near  enough  to  fire  at 
anyofthetii.  I  have,  however,  in  my  pof- 
feffion  a  fkin,  which  I  purchafed  in  a  horde 
where  it  was  employed  to  cover  the  hut  of  a 
favage.  There  are,  therefore,  three  diftinft 
fpecies  of  the  afs  in  the  fouthefn  part  of  Africa : 
the  zebra,  the  quagga,  and  the  kind  above 
mentioned,  which  is  /  neither  fpotted  nor 
ftriped. 

At  the  Cape,  the  zebra  is  kriown  under  the 
name  of  7?/-^^/-^5Sif/ (the  ftriped  afs),  and  the 
quagga  under  that  of  wilde-paerd  (the  wild 
horfe^  In  the  colonies  the  names  and  the 
animals  are  fometimes  both  confounded  j 
which,  in  natural  hiftory,  may  occafion  errors, 
as  Vas  really  happened ;  for  the  quagga  has 
often  been  confidered  as  the  female  of  the 
zebra.  But  the  quagga  and  the  zebra  are  un- 
doubtedly two  different  fpecies,  which,  though 
they  live  in  the  fame  diftrid,  have  no  more 

inter- 
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iotercourfe  with  each  other  than  they  have  with 
the  flocks  of  antelopes  that  inhabit  thofe  re«^ 
gions. 

Vofmaer,  who  never  travelled  in  Africa, 
.and  who,  conrequently,  could  know  the  quagga 
only  from  the  accounts  of  others,  pretends  that 
it  is  a  mixed  breed,  produced  between  the  ze- 
bra and  a  wild  horfe. 

Falfe  ideas  are,  in  my  opinion,  entertained 
in  Europe  refped):ing  the  numerous  fuppofed 
mixed  breeds  of  defert  countries.  It  is  believed 
that  nothing  there  is  more  common ;  but  this 
is  certainly  a  very  great  error.  Bufibn  him- 
fdf^  convinced  of  their  multiplication  in  Africa, 
and  endeavouring  to  explain  the  caufe,  afcribes 
it  to  the  heat  of  the  climate  j  which  rendering 
iprings  fcarce,  and  giving  oceafion  fometimea' 
to  animals  of  difierent  fpecies  to  aflemble 
around  water  at  the  fame  time,  favours  fucb 
extraordinary  copulations. 

By  aflertions  like  thefe,  we  may  cjiftinguiih 
theories  formed  in  the  clofet.  A  ^^ijpBiraUft 
who  has  travelled  will  be  very  cautious  of 
hazarding  themj  and  experience  will  teach 
tito  how  much  thefaVage  diflfers  from  the  do* 
medic  animal  in  its  appetite  for  procreation. 

Da  The 
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The  domeftic  ftate  is  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  in 
which  ■  the  individual,  and  even  the  fpecies, 
more  or  lefs  degenerates.  '  Its  natural  inftiilfi: 
being  thus  altered,  the  ianimal  is  purpofely 
lieated  by  a  particular  kind  of  food :  it  is  fepa* 
rated  from  the  females  and  males  of  its  own 
tpccies,  and  is  forced  to  produce  mottfters, 
w^hich  are  only  a  deviation  from  nature;  I 
call  them  a  deviation,  becaufe,  as  they  are  Bar- 

« 

'ten,  they  thvi^art  that  law  whicH  flie  has  im- 
^pofed  on  all  living  beings,  of  producing  others 
'of  the  fame  kind.  In  a  favage  ftate  the  indi- 
"vidual,  perfectly  free,  invariably  follows  thcfe 
'laws,  copulates  with  thofe  of  its  own  Ipecies, 
and  never  with  thofe  of  another. 

If  in  Europe  we  fee  pheafants  produce  with 

'  a' fpecies  different  from  their  own;  if  in  our 

'aviaries  the  canary  bird   produces  with  the 

-  filkin*,  and  the  linnet  with  the  goldfinch  j  it  is^ 

,   only  becaufe  they  are  forced  to  do  fo  by  being 

'  feparated  froni  their  own  females,  and  put  into 

a  cage  with  others  of  a  different  race ;  and  ^even 

then  it  catinot  be  accomplifhed  till  thefe  birds 

*  Fringilla  fpinus.    This  bird  is  called  in  Suflex  the 
barley-bird ;  becaufe  it  appears  about  the  time  when  the 
'barley  becomes  ripe*    T. 

^  have 
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hai^  become,  as  it  wer^  txaturallfed  among  us. 
In  vain  would  the  experiment  be  attempte4,  or 
at  lead  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  make  it 
$u^cg^d>  on  the  real  capary  T)ird,  brought  to 
$urpp^  with  the  habits  and  inflind):  of  its  na>^ 
tiv?  countf y.  My  friend  Temmiack  at  Am* 
^erd^iE^  has  for  many  years  had  an  iinmenfe 
aviary,  itx  which  h^  keeps  all  kinds  ^f  rare  and 
foreign  birds,  Thq  greater  part  of  them  mul- 
tiply t^ere  as  if  in  a  f^ate  of  Hbcrty ;  but  none 
of  the)nDi  have  hithqi^p  produced  him  a  mixe4 

The  ftate  of  ftr^t\i4$  in  which  a  domeftic 
anio^ai  lives,  the  food' to  which  it  is  .confined, 
jind  the  educatio^n  given  it,  alter  and  modify 
\t9  »a(ur$.     By  living  w^th  us:  it  appears,  fo 
IQ  fpeak,  to  become  corrupted  and  tp  aiTume 
ciflr.  vices.     This  at  leaft  is  found  to  be  the 
cafe  with  the  dogs,  horfes,  &c.  which  we 
|)r$ed.  I  have  been  informed  that,  at  the  houfe 
of  aij  upholfterer  in  the  ftreet  Croix- des-Pe* 
fifs-phamps  at  Paris,  a  fhe-cat  and  a  dog  pro- 
^iiqe4  young  ones,  which  lived.     Had  theie 
aofpa^Js  been  reared  in  a  foreft,  fooner  than 
POP??I*^?  together,  they  would  hav«  devourfed 
Cap|i  other. 

D  s  TUe 
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*  The  quagga  ianot  in  reality,  and  cannot  b^ 
engendered  between  a  wild  horfe  and  the  ze- 
bra; for  there  are  no  wild,  horfes  indigenous 
in  the  fouthern  part  oJF  Africa.  The  horfes 
feen  there  at  prefent  have  been  carried  thither ' 
from  Europe  ;  but  thefe  never  ftray  from  the 
colonies,  and  none  ever  advanced,  before  mine, 
to  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
there  are  both  quaggas  add  zebras. 

Befides,  if  that  animal  were  a  baftard  breed 
of  the  zebra,  the  young  ones,  while  fuckled  by 
the  mothers,  would  be  feen  following  them  in 
the  herds  of  zebras  :  but  this  has  never  been 
obferved ;  and  the  herds  of  both,  fpecies  have 
as  little  intercourfe  as  the  different  herds  of 
antelopes.  I  have  often  feen,  in  the  plains, 
herds  of  zebras  and  herds  of  quaggas  at 
the  fame  time ;  but  I  always  faw  them  fe-? 
parare,  ' 

To  all  thefe  proofs  I  fliall  add  that,  before 
European  horfes  were  introduced  at  the  Cape, 
the  quagga  exifted  there,  and  was  known  to 
the  natives.  This  animal  is  much  fmaller  than 
the  zebra;  and  its  cry  has  a  perfed  refem- 
blance  to  the- barking  of  a  dog.  With  regard 
|o  that  of  the  zebra,  it  is  exactly  like  the  found 
/'"""*  ^  of 
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of  a  ftone  Aiding  on  the  ice,  after  being  thrown 
with  great  force. 

Difappointed  in  my  hopes  of  getting  near 
enough  to  flioojt  fome  of  thefe  ifabella-coloured 
•wild  afles,  notwilhftanding  the  fatigue  and 
trouble  to  which  I  CahjtGt&d  myfelf,  I  made 
amends  for  the  !ols  by  attacking  the  birds, 
without  number,  prefentpd  by  this  country, 
which  now  refounded  for  the  iiril  time  with 
the  report  of  a  fukt.  Plants,  birds  arid  qua- 
dmpeds,  and,  in  fliort,  almpft  every  objeiS:^ 
even  to.  the  di^ofitioa  and  form  of  the  moun- 
tains, were  new  to  me.  The  ground  was 
every  where  covered  with  th^  moft  beautiful 
flowjers  J  and  I  faw  fluttering  ^ound  me,  ojn 
all  fides,  over  this  rural  and  brilliant,  parterre, 
a  multitude  of  fmall  birds  of  th^  fpecies  of  the 
fugar-eater^  which,  embpllifhed  with  the  live- 
lieft  colours,  came  to  fip  their  nedtari  anjl 
feemed  to  be  fo  many  animated  flowers  them- 
felves.  The  odoriferous  juices  on  which  they 
fed,  being  transformed  into  their  fubftance, 
gave  them  an  ambrofial  perfume  j  which  made 
me  regret  that  I  fliould  have  to  place  them  one 
jday  in  my  coUe^ion,  with  birds  which,  hav- 

D  4  ing 
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ing  fed  only  on  caiTicn,  Caterpillars,  and  dlfi^ 
gufting  infedls,  detain  alfo  theit  fmelh 

I  found  here  the  different  fpecies  which  the 
younger  Geof&oy  has  fince  brought  from  Se- 
negal ;  and  particularly  barbicans,  a  variety  of 
Ihofe  defcribed  by  Biiffon,  under  the  hanr$. 
^f  t)ie  Barbary  barbican,  I  found  alfo,  lit 
'great  abundance,  la  petite- veuve'  doinlnictiin^\ 
iJefcribed  by  BriflTon,  and  reittafkible  for  iti 
modeft  pluniage  and  thelength  of  its  taih  IxX 
ipiort,  that  I  may  fupprefe  uninterefting  A^^ 
tails,  and  give  an  idea  of  the  treafures  which 
this  diftri£t  pfefcnts  to  the  ofnitholo^ft,  1 
jhall  only  obferve  that,  of  the  genus  alone  of 
the  fugar-eaters,  ojr  birds  which  fted  on  the 
juices  of  flowers,  and  which  in  many  nomen- 
clatures are  clafled,  for  what  reafdn  I  know 
not,  among  the  wood-peckers,  I  foun^'  feveit 
^iftind:  fpecies. 

With  regard  to  large  and  fmall  game,  ihcy 
were  equally  abundant ;  and  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  this  diflrid  would  fupply  a  ibf- 
jficiency  of  provifions  for  an  army  of  twothou- 
f^nd  men. 

}n  tji?  Epidft  of  this  immenfe  menagerie,  the 

variety 


y^rl^ty  df 'WkieH  kept  me  ijpi  a  eoaclnuail  ftat<( 
of  eiK^ha^meat^  I  wgs  furprl&d  not  to  i^ 
that  prodigious  oumb^r  of  rhioQce^ies  w](uck 
had  been  m^ntipned  to  me  b^  the  p^ple  of 
Haripa's  border*  Oae  day^ ;  however,  Klaas^ 
who  wa$-  always  concerned  in  every  matter  o^ 
importance^  and  the  iirft  to  communicate 
agreeable  intelligence,  c^unein.  great  hafte  tp 
jay  tent  to  infoirm  me  that  he  had  oWcrved,  at 
fom^  diftance  ftom  my  c^mp,  two  of  thef^ 
aaiitia}^,  ftandiog  quietly,  clbf^  tp  ^ch  other^ 
in  the  middle  of  the  plain ;  a^d,  that  X  h4d  tl; 
ia  my  p^wer  \9  ^njoy  the  j>leafure  of  the  fincft 
hunt  I  bad  eva:  yet  eKperJenqed. 

The  hunt,  indeed,  promifed  tP  be  aniufingj 
but,  independently  of  danger,  I  fprefaw  that  it 
was  likely  to  he  attended  with  difficulties  To 
attack  two  fuch  formidable  enemies,  it  wa$  np^ 
ceflary  toufc  great  precaution,  4nd  th4t  we 
ihould  approach  them  i&  fuch  a  mamq^r  fi$ 
that  they  might  neither  fee  nor  (m^ll  us,  which 
is  always  very  difficult.  I  at  firlt  prppofed  to 
form  a  ring,  which  fliould  fuffound  theiB  D« 
all  fides ;  and  to  advance  upon  tbetQ,  gradually 
contraiEting  the  circle,  fo  as  to  unU^  jtbe  loo* 

11^91  we  wi?rq  ^bout;  to  coaiflacaoe  ouf  ^{tjick  i 

tut 
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but  the  favageS  aflurecf  me  that,  with  thefe 
animals/ this  plan  was  impradicable*     I  gave 
myfelfuj),  therefore,  entirely  to  their  diredion ; 
and  we  fet  out,  armed  alike,  with  a  good  fufee, 
and  with    the    neceffkry   courage.     All   my 
liunters  wiflied  to  be  of  the  party^  and  each 
piropofed  to  difplay  the  greateft  prowefs.     I 
caufed  two  of  my  ftrongeft  dogs  to  be  led  in  a 
leafli,  in  order  that  they  might  be  let  loofe  on 
the  rhinocerofes,  in  cafe  it  fliould  be  found  ne- 
ceiTary,     We  were  obliged  to  make  a  long 
circuit  to  gain  the  lee-fide  of  them,  left  they 
fhould  fmell  us ;  and  we  reached  the  i^iver,  the  , 
coiirfe  of  which  we  followed  under  cover  of 
the  large  trees  that  grew  on  its  banks,  when 
Klaas  foon  made  us  obferve  the  two  animals, 
at  about  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  in 

the  plain. 

As  one  of  them  was  much  larger  than  the 
other,  I  foppofed  them  to  be  a  male  and  a  fe- 
male. Motionlefs  by  the  fide  of  each  other, 
they  were  ftill  in  the  fame  pofture  in  which 
Klaas  had  firft  feen  them ;  but  they  ftood  with 
their  nofes  to  the  wind,  and  confequently 
prefented  to  us  their  rumps.  It  is  the  cuftom 
cf  tijjefe  animals,  when  thus  at  reft,  to  place 

them^ 
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^emfdves  in  the  diredtlbn  of  the  wind,  ia 
Qrder  'thj^  they  may.  difcover  by  their  lincH ; 

« 

what  enemie&  they  have  to  dread.  From  time 
to  time,  however,  they  move  their  heads  found 
to  take  a  look  behind  them,  and  to  be  a0ured 
that  they  are  fafe  on  all  fides ;  but  it  is  only 
a  look,  and  they  foon  xetum*  to  their/ farmer, 
^pofition. 

We  were  already  deliberating  on  the  difpo^ 
fitions  to  be  made  for  commencing  the  actacky 
and  I  was  giving  fpme  orders  to  my  company, 
.  when  Jonker,  one  of  my  Hottentots,  requcfted 
tliat  I  would  permit  him  to  attack  the  two  ani*r 
mals  alone,  as^  a  beiruyper. 

My  readers  will  here  recoUeft,  that,  when  I 
fbpliihly  attempted  to  crofs  the  Elephants* 
River,  near  its  mouth,  on  the  trunk  of  a  tree.  ' 
Jbnker  was  one  of  tlie  fwimmers  who  faved 
my  life  ;  and  that  in  return,  at  the  delije  of  his 
companions,  I  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  hun* 
%tr.  At  that  time  he  was  entirely  a  novice  in 
this  exercife ;  but  I  have  already  remarked, 
tliat  he  afterwards  became  a  moil  e^icellent 
ihot,  and  furpafled  all  the  reft  of  my  hupter^ 
particularly  in  the  art  oi  creeping. 

I  have  before  obfervjpd,  that  hunting  in 

Afrifc^ 
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Africa,  has  no  refemblance  to  tliat  in  Europe ; 
that  to  get  within  reach  of  certain  wild  animals, 
we  muft  approach  them  wkhout  being  per«» 
oeked;  and  that  it  is  tmpoilible  to  get  near: 
them  but  by  creeping  on  the  beUy«  Thofe: 
/  who  have  acquii;ed  this  art  are  caltcjd  bekruypcrs; 
and  k  was.  in  this  quaHty  that  jooker  afked 
leave  to  attack  alone  the  two  rhinocerofes,- 
afliving  me  th^;  he  would  acquit  himfelf  to  my 
^isfadion,  / 

As  his  de&gn  would  not  prevent  the  execu^. 
tlon  of  our  plan ;  and  ^s,  in  cafe  hb  particular 
attack  jQiauld  not  fucceed,  it  Woiiy  not  kur. 
pede  our  general  one,  I  granted  his  requeft»: 
He  then  ftripped  himfelf  naked,  and,  taking 
his  fufee^  proceeded  towards  the  animals^  creep- 
ing on  his  belly  like  a  ferpent.  ^ . 

In  the  mean  time,  I  pointed  out  to  my 
hunters  the  different  pofts  they  were  to  occupy. 
They  repaired  to  them  by  circuifous  ways^. 
each  accompanied  by  two  men.  As  for  me,^ 
I  remained  on  the  fpot  where  I  was,  with  two 
Hottentots,  one  of  whom  held  my  horfe,  and 
the  other  my  dogs ;  but,  to  avoid  being  feen^ 
we  polled  ourfelves  behind  a  bufh. 

Is  my  hand  I  held  a  glafs,  which  had  often 

enabled 
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^ablid  mtto  fee  the,  operation  of  flagctnacbi- 
nery^  andfbeeffeddf  our  theatrical  decoratioas. 
How  clfi^gjed  the  fceixe !  At  this  nadme&t  It 
brought  befo^'e  me  two  hideous  immfters^ 
whkh  at  times:  turned  towards  me  their  friglit- 
-ful  heads.  Their  movements,  which  indicated 
fear  and  dbfervation^  foon  became  more  fre- 
quent ;  and  I  Was  apptehenfive  they  had  heard 
the  Station  of  niy  dogs,  *whoj  havmg  d^fco** 
vered  tlietn^  msade  ^efforts  to  efcape  from  the 
•keejper,  and  rufh  upon  them. 

Jonk6r  ftill  kept  flowly  advancing,  but  with 
his  eyds  fixed  6n  the  two  animals.  If  he  faW 
them  turn  their  heads,  he  flopped  and  re- 
mained motionlefs.  One  would  have  taken  hiflgL 
.  for  a  large  ftone ;  and  in:deed,  in  this  refped:^ 
I  myfelf  was  deceived. 

He  continued  creeping,  with .  various  inters 
ruptions,  for  more  than  an  hour.  At  lengidi^t 
faw  him  proceed  towards  a  large  biifli  of  eu- 
phorbia, which  Was  only  two-  hundred  paces 
from  the  animals.  Being  certain,  when 
he  reached  it,  that  he  could  conceal  himfeif 
there  without  being  feen,'  he  rpfe  up  j;  and, 
caftirig  his  eyes  every  where  around,  to  fee 

whether 
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whethd^  His  comrades   had  arrked   at'th^* 
pofts,  he  made  preparation^  for  firing. 

During  the  time  he  was  creeping  along»  \ 
had  followed  him  with  my  eye  j  and^  in  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced^  I  felt  my  heart  beat 
with  involuntary  palpitation.  This  palpita- 
tron,  however,  increafed,  \^hen  I  faw  him  fo 
tiear  the  animals,  andjuft  upon  the  point  of 
firing  at  one  of  them.  What  would  I  not 
have  given  at  that  moment  to  have  been  io  the 
place  of  Jonker,  or  at  leafl  by  his  fide^  that  I 
might  have  brought  down  alfo  one  of  thefe 
favage  monfters  ?  I  waited  with  the  utrnqft 
impatience  for  the  report  of  the  gun,  and  I 
could  not  conceive  what  prevented  him  from 
firing ;  but  the  Hottentot  who  fiood  near  me^ 
and  who  was  able  by  the  bare  fight  to  diftiii- 

.  guifli  him  as  perfedly  as  I  could  with  my  glafs, 
informed  me  of  his  defign.     He  tojd  me,  that 

-  Jonker  did  not  fire,  becaufe  he  was  waiting  till 
one  qf  the  rhinocerofes  fhould  turn  round,  that 
he  might,  if  poflible,  take  aim  at  its  head  ;  and 
that,  on  the  firft  motion  they  made,  I  ftiould 
hear  the  report. 

Prefently  the  largeft   of  the  two,   having 

looked 
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looked  behind,  was'  immediately  fired  at. 
Being  wouaded,  he  fent  forth  a  horrid  cry  ; 
and,  followed  by  the  female,  ran  furioufly  to- 
wards the  place  from  which  the  noife  had 
proceeded.  I  found  my  heart  now  agitated 
by  the  mod  violent  emotion ;  and  my  fear  was 
carried  to  its  utmoft  extent.      A  cold  fweat 

4 

difiufed  itfelf  over  my  whole  body ;  and 
my  heart  beat  with  fuch  force  as  to  pre-« 
vent  me  from  breathing.  I  expected  to  fee 
the  two  monflers  tear  up  the  bu(h,  tread  the 
unfortunate  Jonker  under  their  feet,  and  tend 
him  to  pieces ;  but  he  had  thrown  himfelf 
down  with  his  belly  on  the  ground,  and  this 
ftratagem  fucceeded.  They  pafled  clofe  by 
his  fide  without  perceiving  him,  and  came 
flraight  towards  me.  . 

My  fear  now  gave  place  to  joy,  and  I  pre- 
pared to  receive  them ;  but  my  dogs,  animated 
by  the  report  they  had  heard,  became  fo  refl* 
lefs  on  their  approach,  that,  being  unable  to 
check  them,  I  ordered  them  to  be  let  loofe,  and 
encouraged  them  to  the  attack. 

When  the  animals  faw  this,  they  inftantly 
turned  afide,  and  proceeded  towards  another 
•f  the  hunters  placed  in  aoxbuih,  from  v^hom 

3  they 
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'diey  ird&elf^ed  afecondfirc,  and  then  to  aiie^ 
Aer^  ffom  whom  they  received  a  third.  Mf 
/dogs/  on  the  other  hand,  haraffed  thein  pirodi-i^ 
gioufly,  which  ftill  increafed  their  rage*  They 
^kicked  at  them  in  the  moft  terrible  manner  i 
ploughed  up  the  plain  with  their  horns  i  and^ 
digging  furrowa  in  it  feven  or  eight  inches 
in  depth,  threw  around  them  a  fhower  of 
pebbles  and  (lones. 

During  thfs  time  we  all  kept  approaching^ 
in  order  to  furround  them  more  clofely,  and  to 
tmite  againft  them  our  forces.  The  multitude 
of  enemies  by  which  they  found  themfelves 
cndofed  rendered  them  completely  furious^ 
The  male,  however,'  fuddenly  flopped  j  aiid^ 
turning  round  to  attack  the  dogs,  endeavoured 
to  rip  up  their  bellies  with  his  horn ;  ^atid  while 
he  was  engaged  in  purfuing  them^  the  female 
^ittefd  him  and  made  her  efcap!^* 

I  was  highly  pleafed  at  her  .flight,  which  I 

confidered  as  a  fortunate  circumftante ;  for  it 

is  certain  that,  notwithfbuiding  our  number 

and  our  arms,  wcfliould  hare. been  much,. em- 

^  barrafled'by  two  fa  formidable  adverfaries.   1 

'  muft  even  confefc,  that,  without  the  afiiflaoce 

*  of  my  dogs,  we  ihould  not  have  been  abjeio 

4  combat 


A  K  R  I  C,A,  '  49 

tSiribat,  but  with  great  hazard  and  danger,  the 
bne  that  remained.  The  bloody  traces,  which  he 
left  wherever  he  weriti  announced  that  he  had 
received  niore  than  one  wound ;  but,  reduced 
to  defpair,  he  only  defended  himfelf  with  the 
greater  obftinacy* 

After  a  fi'uitlefs  att^icfc,  which  continued  ft)r 
fome  time,  he  began  to  retreat ;  and  feennied  aA 
if  defirbus  of  gaining  fome  bufhes,  apparently 
Ivith  a  view  of  finding  flieltfer,  and  to  prevent 
hiis  being  Haraflcd  but  in  front.  I  guefled  his 
ftratagenl ;  and^  in  order  to  difappoint  him,  I 
iulhed  towards  the  bnfhes,  atrd  made  a  fign  td 
^he  two  hunters  who  were  neareft  me  to  ad- 
vance thither  alfd.  He  was  only  thirty  paces, 
from  us,  when  we  took  poffeffion  of  the  poft ; 
accordingly  we  all  at  the  fame  tirale  prefented 
our  pieces,'and,  difcharging  our  three  (hots,  hq 
inftantly  fell,  and  was  never  after  able  to  rifc#  • 
•  I  beheld  his  fatll  with  the  Otmpft  fatisfaftion  j 
as  a  hunter  and  a  nat^raliil,  it  afforded  me  a 
double  triumph. 

Though  niortailly  wounded,  the  animal  ftill 

contmued  to  defend  himfelf  when  lying  on 

the  ground,  as  he  had  done  when  on  his  legs* 

With  his  feet  he  threw  around  him  heaps  of 

.  Vol.  IIL  -^  E  Hones  j 
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ftones }  and  neither  we  nor  our  dogs  dirfft  Teil* 
We  to  approach  him.  I  wifhed  to  put  an  end 
to  hb  torment,  by  firing  one  more  ball,  and 
was  making  preparations  for  the  purptofe^ 
'when  my  people  entreated  me  to  defift.  As 
I  could  not  afcribe  their  requefl  to  fentiment^ 
of  pity,  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  could 
be  their  motive. 

•  I  have  already  faid,  thj^t  all  the  favage  tribes^ 
and  even  the  people  at  the  Cape  and  in  the 
colonies,  fet  a  high  value  on  the  dried  blood 
©f  the  phiitoceros,  to  which  they  afcribe  great 
atrirtues  in  the  cure  of  certain  diforders,  and 
which  they  confider,  in  particular,  as  a  fove- 
*eign  remedy  for  obftriidlions.  The  reader 
will  recoiled,  that  when  Swanepoel, intoxicated 
by  Pinar,  fell  under  the  wheels  of  my  carriage, 
and  had  one  of  his  ribs  broken,  he  afked  me 

I 

for  the  blood  of  the  rhinoceros  ;  but,  as  none 
of  it;  could'  be  had,  he  drank  fome  brandy  in: 
its  ftead*  Nature  alone  effeded  a  cure;  b«r 
he  afcribed  it  to  the  liquor,  ^nd  acknov/ledged 
that  this  remedy,  equally  proper,  he  faid,  for 
the  fick  and  the  found,  was  preferable  to  the 
other.  His  companions,  however,  had  retained 
their  prepoffeffion ;  and  they  were  deter  mined 
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to  nave  a  "ftore  of  rhinooeros-blood.  The 
animal  had  loft  a  great  deal  by  his  wounds.  It 
Was  with  much  regret  that  they  favr  the  earth 
moiftened  with  it  around  him ;  ^  and  they  were 
apprehend ve  that  a  new  wound  would  inereafe 
that  lofs.  • 

Scarcely  had  the  animal  breathed  his  laft, 
wheti,  both  old  arid  new  Hottentots,  all  ap- 
proached with  eagernefs,  in  order  to  collect 
the  blood.  With  that  vie^*'  they  cut  open  its 
bellyi  and  took  out  the  bladder,  which  thej^ 
emptied.  One  of  them  then  applied  the  mouth 
of  it  to  one  of  the  woundis,  while  the  reft 
.{hook  a  leg  of  the  animal  to  make  the  blood 
flow  more  readily.  In  a  little  time,  to  theiif 
great  joy^  the  bladder  was  filled  j  and  I  am 
perfuaded  that  with  what  was  loft  the/  might 
have  filled  twenty. 

I  had  approached  the  body  alfo,  but  with  ^ 
different  delign  j  for  my  intention  was  only  to 
meafiire  and  exarairieit^  The  favages  of  the 
horde,  accuftomed  to  fee  fuch  animals  very 
often,  affured  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  largeft 
of  its  ipeciesi  I^  however,  did  not  believe 
them )  arid  what  itiduced  me  to  doubt  their 
information  was,  that  its  principal  horn  was 
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only  [in  French  m^afure]  nineteen  iirchci^ 
three  lines  m  length  j  and  I  had  feen  horn« 
niiich  longer  in  the  pofleflion  of  fomc  of  th^ 
Dutch  planters.  The  height  of  the  animal 
was  feven  feet  five  inches,  and  its  length,  from 
the  fnout  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  eleven  feet 
£x  inchcs«r 

RelpecJling  the  African  rhinoceros,  Dr.  Spar- 
mann  has  publifhed  a  learned  differtation,  as 
valuable  for  the  refearches  he  made,  as  for  the 
truth  and  corrednefs  of  the  fads  he  relates* 
To  attempt  to  fpeak  of  the  animal  after  him 
would  be  expofmg  myfelf  to  repetition,  or  to 
the  fhame  of  being  accounted  a  plagiarifl.  I 
regret,  however,  that  a  work  in  which  the 
rhinoceros  is  fo  well  defcribed  fhould  be  ac- 
companied with  fo  faulty  a  figure. 

I  allude  only  to  the  engravings  publrfhed  ia 
the  French  and  Dutch  tmnflations.  Having 
never  feen  the  Swedifli  original,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  be  equally  defedive;  and  under 
that  uncertaiaty  I  fhall  one  day  publifh  a  draw- 
ing of  the  animal^  fuch  as  I  took  it  from  nature. 
In   the  tranflation   of  Bruce's  Travels   into 

AbyfSnia,  there  is  another  figure  of  the  two- 

» 

horned  rhinocevos ;  but  it  is  faulty  alfo ;  as 

the 
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the  French  engraver  has  improperly  given  it 
the  folds  of  the  one*horned  rhinoceros,  which 
k  certainly  has.not,  at  leaft  in  the  fouthem 
part  of  Africa :  and  that  thefe  animals  are  fa 
formed  in  Abyflinia,  I  very  much  doubt. 

In  fpeaking  of  Quammedaka,  a  canton  fitu- 
ated  to  the  eaft,  Mr.  Sparmann  fays,  ^^  that  it  is 
"  the  principal  abode  of  the  two-horned  rhino- 
^*  ceros.^'  The  author  is  here  miftaken ;  but 
his  error  is  the  more  pardonable,  as  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  countries  which 
would  have  afforded  him  better  information. 

The  tiger,  the  lion,  and  otlier  quadrupeds, 
?D^hich  live  upon  prey,  frequent  diftridls  where 
flocks  are  fed,  and  which  produce  an  abun- 
dance of  wild  animals.  With  the  rhinoceros 
the  cafe  is  different*  As  his  food,  like  that  of 
the  elephant,  confifts  in  vegetables,  which  are 
every  where  to  be  found,  and  as  he  is  ftill 
more  favage,  he  removes,  like  the  elephant, 

from  all  inhabited  places. 

« 

It  may  be  readily  perceived,  thcrcuTrc,  that 
with  fuch  habits,  inftead  of  preferring  for  his 
refidence  a  peopled  diftrit^,  intcrfperfed  with 
farms,  like  that  of  Quammedaka,  he  bught  on 
the  contrary  to  avoid  it.    If  from  time  to  time 
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feme  few  are  fecn  there,  they  are,  as  one  may 
iay,  loft  travellers,  which,  being  foon  difcovere<J 
and  purfued  by  the  inhabitants,  are  either  kill- 
ed Or  obliged  to  feek  their  native  country  aa 
faft  as  poflible.    ^ 

If  there  were  abundance  of  rhinocerofes  in 
Quammed^a  in  the  time,  of  Dr.-  Sparmann,  . 
there  were  none  there*  ia  my.  time,  any  more 
than  in  thfe  colony  itfelf,  which  they  deferte^ 
in  proportion  as  \\  began  to.  be  better  peopled,- 
.  ^^  Bcmtius,'^adds  Mr.  Sparmann,  "remark-* 
^*  ed  long  ago,  that  the  rhinoceros  is  generally 
^*  killed  with  powder  and  balK  Buffon,..pro- 
^*  bably,  did  not  pay  attention  tcr  this  pa"ffage^ 
^'  when  he  afferts,  on  the  authority  of  Ger-t 
W  vaife,  that  the  fkin  of  the  rhinoceros  cannpf 
'^  be  pierced  by  any  hall.'' 

If  we  can  give  credit  to  certain  travellers,^ 
the  one-horn  gd  rhinoceiros,  the  fcaly  ikin  qf 
which  is  folded  back  on  the  ne^,  in  the  form 
cf  a  mantelet,  is'  fo  hard  that  it  withftands  a 
knulkct  fhot ;  and  it  is  probstbly  this  fpecies  tq 
^vhich  Bufibn  alkides* 

For  my  part^  I  am  acqiiaihted  with  thofe  only 
pf  Southern  Africa,  and  ntver  faw  any  \y\it 
^^^  t  wp-hprned  rhinocfros*,  which  has  a  fmootl^    ' 
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(kin  like  the  elephant.  No  other  kioii- 18 
kaowQ'  at  the  Cape  and  in  the  colonies ;  and 
with  regard  to  this  fpecies,  its.  fkin  Is  not  proof 
againft  ball  j  as  is  proved  by  the  huntof  whicli 
I  have  here  given  the  hiftory ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  one^- 
horned  rhinoceros* 

The  fmall  horn  of  the  one  we  killed  was  4 
third  fhoner  than  the  other.  1  have  already 
remarked,  that  the  large  one  was  nineteen  inches 
in  length ;  but  what  furprifed  me  v^^as  to  find 
that  this  fo  formidable  weapon,  with  which  he 
ploughed  up  the  earth  to  a  great, depths  and 
.threw  aroun4  him  vety  large  ftoaes,  wae  |ic$ 
implanted  in  the  bone  of  the  head  ;  that  it  ad- 
.hered  only  to  the  fkin,  and  that  when  the  Ikin 
was  fhaken,  it  moved  alfo. 

The  eye  of  the  rhinoceros,  much  too  fmidl 
\a  proportion  to  fo  enormous  a  body,  is  funk 
very  deep  into  the  head  ;  becaufq  the  external 
fkin,  r^ifed  round  the  orbit  in  feveral  circular 
folds,,  forms  ^  tube  forae  inches  in  length,  tC 
the  bottom  of  which  it  is  placed. 

This  tube,  by  dimipifhing  the  field  of  figtt 
^d  concentrating  the  vifu>lray$,  may  perhaps 
ferv^  to  (Irengthen  the  orgstn  i  }>)}t  It  prevents 
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the  animal  from  feeing  any  other  objefts  thaii' 
thofe  which  are  in  the  direction  of  its  eye. 
The  favages,  therefore,  when  not  in  that  di* 
fQGtion,  think  themfelves  in  fafety,  even  wheii* 
very  near  the  animal,  becaufe  he  cannot  then 
obfervc  them* 

A  lingular  peculiarity  of  the  two- horned 
rhinoceros  h,  that  he  ploughs  up  the  ground 
with  his  horn  as  he  runs  along^andat  the' fame 
time  throws  his  urine  to  a  great  diilance  be- 
hind him,  making  a  kind  of  kicking  with  his 
feet.  Another  remarkable  cuftom  of  this  ani- 
mal is  that  of  beating  to  pieces  with  his  feef: 
his  excrements,  which  he  never  leaves  whole 
like  the  elephant. 

Though  the  flefh  of  the  rhinocerps  does  not 
approach  that  of  the  hippopotamus^  it  isfa^ 

* 

fuperior  to  that  of  the  elephant. 
*  My  iayages  promifed  themfelves  a  delicious 
feaft;  and  the  idea  alone  of  this  treat  wa^ 
more  than  an  equivalent  for  all  the  dangers  to 
which  they  had  been  pxpofed.  What  enjoy- 
ment to  them  was  an  animal  which  weighed 
:  at  leaft  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  !  A5 
night  was  approaching,  and  as  they  wifhed  to 
jfxayc  tjif ir  feaft  th^it  evening,  they  all  imme? 
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ifiatdy  began  to  cut  from  it  fuch  pieces  as  they 
Hked.  In  Ids  than  an  hoiiir,  each  had  his 
load ;  jior  did  the  carcafe  appear  to  be  in  the 
leaft  diminiChed ;  but  they  propofed  to  retura 
to  it  the  next  and  following  days  with  all  their 
companions,  in  order  to  cut  it  up  completely. 

I  had  refolved  to  return  along  with  them, 
in  hopes  that  this  immenfe  body  might  attrad: 
fome  birds  of  prey,  which  I  fhould  be  able  to 
procure  without  much  difficulty ;  but,  when  I 
was  preparing  to  depart,  my  attention  was  at- 
trailed  by  melodious  ftrains,  fuch  as  I  had 
never  heard,  which  proceeded  from  all  parts  of 
the  banks  of  the  river.     I  advanced,  therefore, 
under  the  trees,  and  aSually  difcovered  a  num* 
bei:  of  birds,  with  which  I  had  till  that  mo- 
ment  been  unacquainted.      By  thus  paffing 
Suddenly  from  the  hunting  of  quadrupeds  to 
the  purfuit  of  birds,  I  gave  fome  reft  to  my 
imagination  fatigued  with  carnage ;  and  I  faw 
dinjiniihed,  in  the  proportion  qf  the  objedls, 
that  natural  horrOr  ariddifguft  which  it  often 
./excited.     Frequently  I  turned  my  eyes  upon 
the  verdure  and  the  flowers ;  and  if  any  por- 
tion of  difguft,  infeparable  from  a  wandering 
^nd  folitary  exiftence,  happened  to   furprife 
'^       •  IPC 
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nut  in  the  midft  of  my  fatigues^  the  meaneft 
plant,  by  catching  my  fight  and-  ftopping  my*^ 
career,  recalled  me  to  that  fatisfaifiory  fen- 
timent  of  exiftence,  which  fo  dcferted  a  con?- 
dition  would  otherwife  have  deftnoyed.  i 
Unyed  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  pene- 
trated into  the  Vr'oods,  where  I  killed  feveiral 
new  fpegies  of  birds,  which  I  had  never  before 
found.  Embarraffed  often  in  my  choice,  when 
J  obferved  many  on  the  fame  tree^  I  was  at  a 
lofs  which  I  ihould  fire  at ;  but,  as  may  be 
feadily  conceived,   I  gave  a  preference  always 

« lo  the  moft  remarkable  or  the  moft  beautiful. 

But  let  us  turn  pur  attention  tQ  ail  obje<fl 
cot  lefs  touching,  to  gplours  perhaps  mor^ 
iH-illiant  and  delightful. 

While  occupi^  with  birds,  their  melodious 
warblings,  their  fplendid  and  variegated  plum« 
age,  I  advanced  through  a  grove  of  mimofas, 
when  my  organs  of  fmell  were  fuddenly  flruck 
with  the  moft  exquifite  perfume.     I  fought^ 

"therefore,  fpr  the  plant  or  fhrub  which  nf&rded 
aie  fo  delicious  a  pleafur?.  The  furroundin^ 
air  ferved  me  as  a  guide  j  and  th?  nearei*  I  ap-? 
preached  to  the  flower,  the  more  was  I  ixjtn 
pxicated  with  the  ffnel|.    |  ^ijid  ^reached  titq 
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haks  bf  die  river,  when  my  admiration  Wat; 
excited  by  the  fight  of  a  magnificent  plaac^ 
the  moft  beautiful  I  had  ever  contemplated  j 
but  I  was  obliged  to  raife  my  h§ad  in  order  to 
pdmire  it.  It  was  a  lily  feven  feet  in  height^ 
whicli,  waving  majeftically  on  it«  fiexiblQ 
Jlem,  breathed  forth  its  delicious  Odoun 

On  the  upper  p^rt  of  its  ftraight  tapering, 
ftem  were  djfplayed,  in  elegant  order^  thirty- 
nine  cproll^s  or  flowers,  fix  of  whiqh  were 
Jialf  blown,  eighteen  in  full  bloom,,  ?ind  fifteea 
ready  to  opeq,     Thofe  which  had  attained  to 
their  complete  fize  formed  a  calyx,  a  third 
larger  than  that  of  the  white  lilies  of  Europe. 
Their  petals,  of  4  beautiful  flaxen  grey  on  the 
putfide,  and  white  as  fqow  within,  were  edged 
with  a  crin^fon  border,  and  were  fet  off  by  a 
piilil  and,  ilamina,  which  in  colour  equalled 
the  brighteft  carmine.     The  ft(?m,  fevea  feet 
in. height,  was,  where  thickeft,  fix  inches  in 
circumference.    Reddened  on  the  fide  toward^ 
the  fun,  which  had  given  it  a  vinous  tint,  it 
was  green  every  where  elfe,  and  bore  leavQS 
three  feet  in  lengthy  and  in  breadtR  three  feet 
lind  a  half. .  In  a  word,  this  plant,  produced  in  a 
le,  and  pure  afr  the  fim  v^hicbliad  em*   ' 
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kclltflied  it,  had  been  refpedked  by  a)l  the  ani*. 
mals  of  the  diftri£k,  and  feeraed  defended  even 
hj  its  beauty. 

•  This  wonderful  objefl:,  which  I  had  diC- 
covered,  ft  ruck  me  fo  powerfully,  as  to  occupy 
my  whole  attention.  All  my  plans  of  hunt- 
ing were  now  forgotten ;  I  gave  peace  to  the 
birds  of  which  I  was  in  purfuit ;  and  thought 
of  nothing  but  the  means  of  procuring  my 
beiutifol  lily. 

This,  however,  was  a  matter  of  fome  difS-  * 
culty.  I  had  neither  inftruments  proper  for 
digging  up  the  earth  without  damaging  it, 
tior  a  bafket,  or  other  veflcl  of  the  like  kind,  to 
liold  it.  To  go  to  my  waggons  in  queft  ot 
'what  I  wanted,  wolild  have  been  lo  abandon 
It ;  and  I  fliould  have  perhaps  expbfed  it  to 
a  danger  it  never  before  experienced.  Under 
this  embarraffment,  and  unwilling  to  lofe  fight 
of  it,  I  refolved  to  fire  feveral  fliots,  in  order 
'to  call  to  my  affiftance  fome  of  my  people* 

On  this  fignal  of  alarm,  feveral  of  themi 

*liaftened  towards  me.'  They  imagined  me  ejc- 

pofed  to  fome  danger,  and  were  furprifed  to 

^fee  me  in  ecftacy  before  a  flower.     I  fent  to 

itiy  camp  for  fome  iroi^  tools,  and  a  bafket 

Uk« 
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like  thoie  pretty  ones  given  to  me  hj  Narina; 
When  they  arrived,  wc  dug  x|p  .with  great  c^Ur 
tion  the  bulbofthelily,  which  was  thirteen  inches 
in  height,  and  twenty-feven  in  circumference. 
In  fhape  and  colour  it  refembled  that  of  the 
tulip ;  but,  inilead  of  being  compofed  of  fepa- 
rate  coats,  like  the  bulb  of  the  lily,  it  was  full, 
pulpy,  and  very  heavy*  I  at  leaft  conjedlured 
fo  by  analogy  from  what  I  faw  of  the  exterior 
part,  which,  notwithftanding  all  our  care^ 
had  been  cut  by  the  iron  implements,  ufed  tQ 
'  dig  up  the  earth  around  it* 

The  flower,  when  arranged,  and  in  a  man-^ 
ner  planter?  in  its  bafket,  was  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  my  tent  by  way  of  ornament^ 
The  corollas  all  opened  and  expanded  in  fuc« 
cefiioti  \  and,  for  a  long  time,  I  enjoyed  the 
pleafure  of  beholding  it,  and  of  fmelling  it^ 
delicious  odour,  till  its  perfume  being  ex-* 
haufted,  and  having  no  longer  ftrength  to  at- 
tract the  moifture  which  nouriflied  it,  I  faw 
it  droop,  wither,  and  die. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the  bulb 
of  this  lily  during  my  whole  journey.;  and  I 
carried  it  to  the  Cape,  with  a  defign  of  fending 
it  to  the  botanical  garden ;  but  the  reader  may. 

have 
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bavc  fecn,  in  the  account  of  my  firft  jourrieyj 
the  fkte  of  thofe  feed^  which  I  had  colleft^d^ 
tod  this  bulb  was  unluckily  amon^  them. 

It  was  the  4th  of  January  when  we  en- 
tamped  on  the  banks  of  Fifh-river.  During 
my  refidcnce  in  this  country,  1  had  often 
changed  my  encampment,  in  order  that,  by 
my  different  ftations,  I  might  find  new  objeds ; 
aod  it  had  indeed  furniOied  me,  in  birds  alonci 
with  mofe  than  eighty  diftinft  fpecies,  ten  of 
Vrhich  were  new. 

I  was  forry,  therefore,  to  quit  a  diftrld  Co 
agree^ble^  and  which,  independently  pf  what 
it  added  to  my  coUedions,  enfured'ftoe  abund- 
ance of  provifiorts  for  my  people.  On  the 
It4tb|  however,  I  announced  my  intention  to 
depart ;  but  my  Hottentots  having  come  in  a 
body  to  requeft  leave  to  complete  their  prepa- 
jration^  of  the  flelh  of  the  rhinoceros,  I  agreed 
to  remain  three  days  longer.  During  this  de- 
lay they  exerted  themfelves  v^ith  much  ardour. 
Men  and  women,  all*  laboured  on  th^  animal 
l^ithout  re  million ;  and,  whdn  I  fet  out,  they 
Itegtetted  much  that  they  were  obliged  to  leav< 
behind  a  great  deal  more  than  they  carried  with 

To 


AFRICA. 


4 


To  teach  a  horde  of  Kabobiquas,  whom  I 
"propofed  to  vlfit^  we  had  only  to  march  eight 
leagues;  but  as  the  road  lay  acrofs  mountaia^ 
fo  parched^  and  pafTes  and  defiles  fo  difHcult^ 
that  one  day  would  not  be  fufficient,  my  Ko-* 
raqua  guides  advifed  me  to  fee  out  in  the 
night,  if  I  wifhed  notto  be  expofed  to  the  nc* 
cefEty  of  fleeping  by  the  way,  and  to  the  ha- 
zard of  being  deftitute  of  water.  We  began 
our  march,  therefore,  at  two  in  the  morning, 
proceeding  north-eaft ;  and  towards  noon  we 
halted  to  dine  under  the  (belter  of  fome  rocks, 
which  protected  us  from  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun. 

As.wehadftill  three  leagues  to  march,  I  was 
defirous,  according  to  my  cuftom,  that  Klaaaf 
and  fome  more  of  my  Hottentots  ihould  go  oo 
before,  accompanied  by  the  two  guides,  and 
repair  to  the  horde  to  inform  them  of  my 
approach.  My  Koraquas,  however,  affurcd 
me  that  this  precaution  was  perfedly  ufelefe^ 
which  made  me  fufpeft  that  fome  of  their  tribe 
had  taken  the  flart  of  me,  and  gone  thithef 
without  my  knowledge. 
>  The  Kabobiquas,  indeed,  were  waiting  fof 
mc  with  childilh  impatience.     Every  thing 

that 


^4  TR  AVfeLS    IM 

that  fcad  bfecn  told  them  refpedting  lAe  Sore? 
the  charadter  of  the  moft  enthufiaftic  exagge-^ 
ration  ;  and  their  itoaginations  had  ftill  height«i 
ened  the  extravagaitce   of  thefe  accounts. — i 
The  white  man,  his  fufees,  his  ecjuipage,  ob-i 
je<Sts  none  of  which  they  had  ever  before  feen^ 
awakehed  their  curiofity;  and  the  d'ela'y  of 
toy  arrival  was  a  kind  of  torment  to  them.      ^ 
As  foon  as  they  perceived  my  company^j 
the  wht)le  horde  cjiuitfed  ihe  kraa],  and  ran 
i^ith  eagernefs  to  meet  me.     I  experienced 
here^    alpng   with    an   additional   degree    of 
trouble  and  importunity,  all  that  t«multuoui 
adivity,  which  I  had  before,  more  than  oncd, 
fexperienced    in  the  new  hordes  of  fatages 
which  I  Vifited,     I  was  furrounded  by  mei\ 
and  women  indifcriminately,  who   thronged 
abrtut  me  to  examitie  my  perfon.     Not  being 
able  t6  belieVe  their  eyes  in  regard  to  what 
they  faw,   they  endeavoured  to  obtain  more 
fatisfadion  by  touching  me.     They  felt  my 
hair,  hands,  and  almoft  every  part  of  my  body. 
My  beard,  above  all,  aftonifhed  them  to  an  in- 
conceivable degree.     More  than  thirty  perfon* 
came  in  fucccflion,  and  half  unbuttoned  my 

<:lotheSt    '  '  ^ 

thef 


AFRICA.  65 

They  all  imagined  me  to  be  a  hairy  ani- 
mal ;  and  fuppofed,  without  doubt,  that  my 
body  was  covered  with  hair  as  long  as  that  on 
my  chin  j  but,  finding  this  not  to  De  the  cafe, 
they  were  aftonilhed,  and  confefled,  with  the 
opennefs  of  favageSj  that  they  had  never  feea 
the  like  in  any  man  of  their  country.  The 
little  children,  terrified  at  my  appearance,  hid 
themfelves  behind  their  mothers.  When  I  at-, 
tempted  to  lay  hold  of  any  of  them,  in  order 
to  carefs  them,  they  fent  forth  loud  cries,  as  a 
child  would  do  in  Europe  who  ihould  fee  a 
negro  for  the  firft  time. 

Such  was  my  fituation  among  this  multitude, 
who  prelfed  upon  me  in  crowds.  Though  the 
only  perfon  of  my  colour  among  them,  I  re- 
figned  myfelf  to  them  without  fear.  The 
aftonifhment  which  many  of  them  fhowed  at 
the  fight  of  a  white  man,  and  the  tumult  it 
occafioned,  did  not  furprife  me. 

Through  this  haraffing  curiofity  I  more  and 
more  perceived  that  invariable  principle  of  na- 
ture^ which  gives  to  the  favage  a  fimple,  mild, 
and  unfufpicious  character  :  and  indeed,  before 
Ihad  been  twenty-four  hours  in  the  horde,  I  was 
become  the  friend  of  every  one,  and  the  moft 

Vol.  III.  F  perfect 
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perfe(9:  confidchce  was  eftabliflied  between  tl«# 
The  children  even,  who,  when  they  firft  faW 
mcj  had  been  fb  much  tetTlfied,  gtew  quite  fa- 
miliar. I  had  gained  their  aiR;6tion  by  giving 
theiii  fmall  bits  of  fugat-candy ;  and  the  liftk 
epicures,  attracted  by  this  dainty,  were  con* 
tinually  cafeffilig  me,  in  order  to  make  fde 

T  •         •  •  •   ^ 

topen  the  box  in  which  It  WaJj  contained. 

1  muft  again  repeat,  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
travellers  who,  like  tne,  rpay  undertake  to  trd^ 
verfe  unknown  countries,  that  if  they  do  not 
defcetid  to  the  level  of  the  fimple  pedple  they 
may  Vifit  j  if  they  do  not  puffue  the  meafures 
•fteceflary  to  pleafe  them ;  if  tiiey  do  not  en- 
deavour to  become  acquainted  with  their  ge- 
nius, to  attach  them  by  intereft,  and  to  fecurc 
their  friendfhip,  they  will  undoubtedly  meet 
with  nothing  but  misfortune  and/dllafter* 

1  flatter  myfelf  that  I  left  among  all  thofe 

»     , 

whom  I  vifited  a  favourable  impreffion  ot 
the  whites.  By  this  I  have  rendered  a  fer*  - 
vice  to  the  curious,  who  may  be  difpdf^d  to 
purfue  my  courfe ;  and  1  fhall  think  myfelf 
amply  rewarded  if  it  prove  ufeful  to  them, 
and  particularly  if  they  do  not  abufe  it* 

The  cltief  of  the  horde  fhewed  me  every 

mark 
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mark  of  attachment.  He  was  a  man  advanced 
in  life^  and  of  a  majeftic  figure.  He  wore  a 
long  mantle,  which  hung  from  his  (houlders  to 
the  ground,  and  which,  formed  of  four  jackal 
Ikins  joined  togethe];,  was  bordered  at  the  fides 
with  that  of  a  hyaena. 

The  hysena  of  this  country  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  which  a  figure  and  defcription  are  given 
in  Bujffon  ;  and  I  fpeak  of  it  here,  becaufe  tra- 
vellers, when  they  mention  that  of  the  Cape; 
confound  them  together,  though  they  are  very 
different,  and  becaufe  I  have  feldom  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels. 

The  names  of  three  different  fpecies  of  the 
hysena  a(re  known  at  the  Cape,  though  they 
are  all  comprehended  under  the  common  ap-^ 
pellation  of  wolfT 

Thefirft  kind,  which  is  feen  ofteneft,andmoft 
dreaded  by  the  planters  on  account  of  their 
flocks,  is  that  of  which  I  have  given  a  figure 
Vnder  the  name  oi[  the  fpotted  wolf;  a  de- 
nomin?itipn  it  generally  bears  in  all  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  feoond  is  z^Xit^  Jlrand-^wolf  (fhore- 
wolf),  from  its  never  quitting  the  fea  coaft  or 

F  2  'the 
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the  borders  of  rivers.  I  had  no  opporta* 
mty  of  fcehig  it;  but  the  places  Which  it 
frequents  make  me  conjefture  that  it  is  ieh- 
thyophagous,  and  feeds  upon  filh.  I  was 
afllired  that  it  has  no  fpots,  and  that  it  is  en-^ 
tirely  of  a  tawny  colour. 

With  regard  to  the  tliird,  named  gejireepte^ 
njcolfi^^^  ftriped^wolf),  it  is  probably  the  hy- 
X'na  defcribed  by  BufFon.     I  (nuft  however  rc- 
mark,  that,  not  having  feen  it  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Cape,  1  doubt  much  whether 
it  be  the  fame  as  the   hyaena  to  which  the 
planters   give  that  name  :  perhaps  they  know 
it    only  by    tradition.     For   myfclf,    I    can 
•fay  that  I  never  faw  but  two  kinds  in  all  that 
part  of  Africa  which  I  traverfed,  viz.  the  fpotted 
wolf,  and  the  hyaena  of  the  naturaliftsi     The 
latter  I  found  no  where  except  beyond  the 
country  of  the  Greater  Nimiqua?,  towards  the 
tropic.  When  I  returned  to  the  Cape  and  gave 
it  out  as  the  ftriped  wolf,  every  body  believed 
me,  and  no  one  doubted  the  trtith  of  what  I  ad- 
vanced. It  may  neverthelefebe  diiFerent  in  fome 
particular  chara£teriftic,  and  form  a  fourth  fpe- 
cies  diftindl  from  the  reft.  At  fome  future  time, 
perhaps,  they  will  be  all  better  known. 

Whilft 


AFRICA.  69 

Whilft  I  was  converfing  with  the  chief  by 
means  of  my  interpreters,  I  obferved  that  his 
left-hand  wanted  two  joints  of  the  little  linger. 
I  thought  proper  to  afl^  him  che  reafon,  ancj 

was  informed,  that,  having  in  his  infancy  had  a 

* 

fevere  illnefs,  amputation  had  been  employed 
to  cufe  him. 

Though  he  anfwered  my  qucftion,  I  per- 
ceived that  it  had  not  been  agreeable  to  him. 
Puring  the  reft  of  our  converfation,  he  feem^ 
ed  to  be  uneafy,  that  from  time  to  time  I 
caft  my  eyes  towards  his  hand ;  and,  till  the 
moment  of  my  departure,  he  always  endear 
voured  to  conceal  it  when  we  were  together. 
.  This  cuftom  of  a  favage  people,  who,  to 
relieve  a  man  in  pain,  add  new  fufFerings  to 
his  evils,  affords  a  vaft  field  for  refledion;  and 
I  acknowledge  that  this  inftance  contradids 
my  experience,  for  I  never  faw  in  any  other 
part  of  Africa  a  man  either  mutilated  or  dcr 
formed. 

Mr.  Paterfon  tells  us,  that  he  obferved  in*? 
ftances  of  the  fame  pradice  among  a  horde  at  the 
mouth  of  Orange- river;  which  is  not  improba* 
ble.  However  abfurd  a  cuftoiii  may  be,  favage 
tribes,  when  they  are  neighbours,  may  bor- 

F  3  row 


70  TRAVELS    IN 

row  it  from  each  other;  but  that  it  fhould 
be  common  among  the  iflanders  of  the  South 
Seas,  who,  fmce  their  country  was  firft  inha* 
bited,  had  never  feen  ftrangers  before  Cook  and 
Bougainville,  is  truly  aftonifhingt ' 

1  was  very  defrrous  of  interrogating  mi- 
nutely the  people  of  the  horde  on  this  fub- 
jeft.  I  wifhed  alfo  to  propofe  fome  queftions 
to  them  refpe£ting  other  cuftoms  which  ap- 
peared to  me  fmgularj  but  difficulties  in- 
creafed  the  more  I  advanced  into  the  country. 
The  Kabobiquas  fpoke  a  particular  language  ; 
and  this  diale(3:,  though  accompanied  with 
the  clapping  noife  of  the  Hottentots,  was  un- 
der ft  ood  only  by  the  Koraquas,  who,  on  ac* 
count  of  their  vicinity,  kept  up  fome  inter- 
courfe  with  them. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  with  the  language 
cf  the  Koraquas,  in  regard  to  their  neigh- 
bours the  Nimiquas.  When  the  chief  of  the 
horde,  therefore,  wiihed  to  fpeak  to  me,  he 
addreffed  what  he  had  to  fay  to  my  Koraquas, 
who  tranflated  it  for  the  Nimiquas  into  their 
language  ;  and  the  latter,  tranflating  it  in  their 
turn,  tranfmitted  it  to  the  Hottentots  of  Klaas 
Rafter's  horde,  who  ejsplained  it  to  me  in 

2  theirs. 
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theirs,  'The  fannie  method  w^s  effiploye4 
with  my  anfwers,  Nothing  reached  my  ear 
till  it  bad  pafled  through  four  d^fiVreut  mouths. 
The   refult,  however,  m^^de  me   eafily  per^ 

ceive,  that  the  idea  was  conveyed  to  me  with 
as  much  alteration  as  are  the  thoughts  of  the 
ancient  poets  to  thofe  unacquainted  with  the 
learned  languages,  notwithftanding  the  fubr 
lime  genius  of  our  tranUator^. 

The  Hottentots  whom  I  had  procured  at 
the  Cape  and  in  the  colonies  underftood  nontj 
of  thefe  dialers;  and  they  were,  confe*- 
quently,  of  no  fervice  in  our  conferences :  a 
circumdance  which  feemed  to  vex  them. 
But  what  chagrined  me  more,  and  render-? 
cd  my  converfation  truly  fatiguing,  was, 
that  my  Nimiquas  underftood  the  Koraqua 
'  language  very  imperfedly ;  fo  imperfe£t- 
ly  indeed,  that  they  often  difputed  re- 
fpeding  the  meaning  of  what  was  faid  tq 
them. 

It  therefore  fometimes  happened,  that* 
when  I  alfced  ai>y  thing,  the  anfwer  had  no 
relation  to  the  queftion.  No  remedy  could 
he  found  for  this  inconvenience ;  and  it  vsras; 
likely  to  increafe, .  the  farther  I  advanced  jntp 

?  4  the 
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the  country.  If  from  the  diftrid  of  the 
lefTer  Nimiquas  to  the  Kabobiqua  horde  I  had 
found  four  dillinft  languages,  which  required 
four  different  interpreters,  what  would  be  my 
iituatio'n  in  this  refpedt  when  advanced  feve- 
ral  hundred  leagues  farther  from  the  colonies  ! 
What  difficulties  muft  arife,  if  edch  tribe  I 
fell  in  with  had  its  own  dialed !  All  thefe 
embarraffments,  however,  did  not  difcouragc 
me  fo  much  -as  my  people  :  for  I  could  al- 
ways have  recourfe  to  the  mother  of  all  lanr 
guages,  the  language  6f  figns. 
I  Of  all  the  hordes  I  had  hitherto  feen,  none 
feemed  to  difplay  fo  much  refindment  in  their 
ornaments  and  drefs  as  that  of^the  Kobabi- 
quas.  I  did  not  find  among  them  thofe 
beads  and  other  toys  common  at  the  Cape ; 
for  the  traffic  carried  on  in  thefe  articles  had 
not  been  extended  to  them.  They  wore  fuch 
trinkets  of  copper  and  oblong  pieces  of  glafs 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  which  had  been 
brought  to  them  by  worchlefs  and  thiev- 
ifh  blacks,  with  whofe  language  they  were 
unacquainted,  and  with  whom  they  often  had 
to  combat;  becaufe,  when  they  were  returning 
after  having  fold  their  merchandize,  they  en* 

deavoured 
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deavoured  to  feize  it   agaiiii  and  fometime} 
even  cattle  along  with  it 

The .  articles  df  trade  in  that  way  which  I 
had  were  unknown  ;  and,  with  this  merit  of 
novelty,  they  could  not  fail  to  pleafe.  Scarcely- 
had  I  fhewn  fome  of  them,  when  they  in- 
ftantly  excited  difputes;  and  every  on^ 
wifhed  to  get  a  fhare  of  them.  In  this  refpefl:^ 
the  women  were  the  moft  importunate.  My 
readers  may  judge  of  the  general  impatience^ 
when  I  inform  them,  that,  in  one  day,  I  pro- 
cured twenty  oxen  for  almoft  nothing.  But 
,  the  moft  advantageous  bargaii^  I  concluded 
was  for  a  bakkefy  os  (war  ox)  which  belong-' 
cd  to  the  chief. 

:  This  animal,  as  remarkable  for  his  elegant 
form  as  his  gigantic  fize,  was  the  moft  beau- 
tiful of  his  fpecies  I  had  ever  feen.  His  head 
was  majeftically  armed  with  two  immenfe 
horns,  which  retiring  from  each  other,  with 
the  utmoft  fymmetry,  to  form  two  perfed:. 
femicirclcs,  fuddenly  bent  their  fummits  for- 
wards, leaving  a  fpace  of  four  feet  eight 
inches  between  them.  They  had  been  made 
^o  grow  in  that  figure  by  the  chief  himfelf ;  , 
and  qfy  thi$  accoi^nt  he  placed  fo  high  a  value 

on 
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en  the  animal,  that  at  firft  he  vmvki  not 
part  with  him.  But  I  cUfplayedi  before  hia 
tycs  /uch  a  Variety  of  objed^,  that  he  could 
not  refift  the  temptation ;  and  he  at  length 
eonfented  to  refigo  him  for  a  tinder-box» 
fome  tobacco,  feveral  ftrings  of  glais  boads^^ 
two  tin  bracelets,  and  a  &w  a^uls* 

Next  day,  however,  he  feemed  to  regret 
his  bargain;  or  rather,  having  feen  in  my  pof> 
feifion  fome  new  objed:,  which  pleafed  him 
more  than  thofe  which  he  had  received  in  ex- 
chatige  the  evening  before,  his  defire  was 
fixed  on  thefe ;  and  he  wifhed  to  give  back 
the.  others.  This  natural  pafljon  for  pofleffing 
every  thing  was  the  caufe  of  an  event 
which  deferves  to  be  particularly  related,  as  it 
had  nearly  proved  fatal,  to  me. 

Though  I  wore  my  beard  long,  I  was  ac- 
cuftomed,  from  time  to  time,  to  fhave  ray 
muftaches.  This  operation  afforded  me  an 
agreeable  refrefhment ;  and  I  very  frequently 
performed  it,  efpecially  when  our  approach 
towards  the  tropic  rendered  the  heat  lefs  fup^ 
portable. 

I  was  employed  in  foaping  my  lips,  when 

the  chief  entered  my  tent,  accompanied  by- 
two 
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two  of  his  frlefids  ot  telations.  Free  iiroiit 
all  the  ceremonial  of  politenefs  tovfiid$  ped^ 
pie  who ,  were  not  acquainted  even  with  the 
firft  principles  of  it^  I  continued  what  I  had 
begun.  The  favages,  who  did  not  compre- 
hend what  I .  was  about,  appeitred  very  much 
furprifed.  They  waited  in  filence  for  the  re- 
fult,  and  with  their  eyes  followed  all  my 
movements^  The  water  which  frothed  in 
the  bafon,  and  which  I  brulhed  over  my  lips^ 
feemed  to  them  to  be  the  efie£t  of  magic ; 
but,  when  they  faw  me  apply  the  razor  to  my 
muftaches,  and  the  hair  difappear  fo  readily 
froiti  the  place  I  had  touched,  their  aftoniih* 
meat  at  this  prodigy  exceeded  the  power  of 
words  to  exprefe. 

To  render  it  ftill  more  fenfible  to  them,  and 
to  fhew  the  effefts  of  it  more  clofely,  I  laid 
hold  of  the  chiefs  krofs  at  one  of  the  ends, 
and  in  an  inflant  made  it  as  fmooth  as  my 
hand. 

*  This  favage  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and 
pofftf&d  more  underftanding  than  the  genera^ 
lity  of  his  equals.  On  the  firft  view,  he 
perceived  of  what  ineflimable  value  a  razor 
would  be  to  him^  to  ihave  th^  hair  from  a 

fummer 
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fummer  mai^Ie,  and  how  much  it  .would 
ihorten  his  labour.  At  firft  he  tcftified,  by 
feveral  expreflive  figns,  his  admiration  of  fp 
wonderful  an  inftrument  j  and  then,  without 
wafting  time  by  words  which  I  could  not 
have  underftood,  he  endeavoured  to  fhew,  by 
other  geftures  equally  fignificant,  how  defi- 
lous  he  was  to  poflefs  it.  . 

-  -  This  was  the  firft  time  we  had  fpoken 
without  interpreters :  -^but  his  movements  were 
fo  energetic,  that  I  had  no  need  of  a  verbal 
explanation  to  comprehend  them.  He  gave 
me  to  u'nderftand,  that  he  was  now  difpleafed 
'  with  the  bracelets,  girdles,  and  tobacco,  which 
1  had  given  him  in  exchange  for  his  war  ox 
the  evening  before ;  and  that  he  would  re- 
turn all  thefe  for  the  razor,  if  I  would  agree 
to  give  it  him. 

The  new  bargain  which  he  propofed  was 
by  no  means  in  his  favour.  I  was  well  aware 
that  a  razor  in  his  hands,  employed  to  cut 
without  foap  the  ftrong  hair  of  a  dry  fkin^ 
would  in  a  little  time  be  rendered  ufelefs.  I 
was  very  defirous  of  making  him  fenfible  of 
what,  in  this  refpe6l,  his  inexperience  pre** 
vented  him  from  knowing :  but  how  was  I 

to 
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fo  explain  myfdf  ?  In  the  heat  of  his  impa* 
tience,  he  had  alfeady  ordered  one  of  his  at- 
tendants to  bring  from  his  hut  the  articles  tP 
be  returned.  For  my  part,  I  was  refolvedtd 
give  him  the  razor,  and  to  requeft  him  to  keep 
the  whole :  biit,  in  the  midft  of  this  fcene,  d 
ihot  was  fuddenly  fired  near  us ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  we  heard  the  moft  frightful  cries. 

Rufhing  inftantly  from  my  tent,  to  enquire 
what  was  the  caufe  of  this  noife,  I  faw  a 
Kabobiqua  flying  as  fail  as  he  could  from  one 
of  my  hunters,  while,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
hundred  paces  farther,  three  men  were  mak- 
ing thie  moft  lamentable  clamour,  and  near 
them  was  a  young  girl  lying. on  the  ground, 
I  made  a  fignal  to  my  hunter  to  approach  me  t 
but  the  report  of  the  (hot,  and  the  howling 
of  the  three  men,  had  already  fpread  alarm 
throughout  the  horde.  Some  cried  out  trea- 
chery ;  others  ran  to  their  arms  j  and  I  now 
lAiagined,  that  I  was  about  to  be  maflacred, 
with  my  whole  company,  and  that  I  Ihould 
be  obliged  to  arm  them  in  my  defence.  My 
(ituation  was  the  more  critical,  as  neither  I, 
nor  any  perfon  in  the  kraal,  knew  what  was 
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tlic  tmk  q£  ibi^  cotifijirioa ;  and  if  I  had 
kttown^  how  could  I  hare  e^jpl^n^d  it  ? 

Umier  this  eoibarrafltaent,  I  took  the  chief 
by  the  hand^  and  advanced  with  him  towards 
the  horde*  Fear  was  painted  in  his  coun- 
tenance; tears  began  to  drop  from  his  eyes } 
and  he  fpoke  to  me  with  great  vivacity.  He 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  he  was  betrayed.' 
He  complained  to  me,  and  accufed  my  people 
of  perfidy  j  yet  he  readily  followed  me. 

As  I  was  without  arms,  and  prefented  my** 
felf  with  the  chief,  I  was  received  with  con- 
fidence, and  my  appearance  feemed  in  fome 
meafure  to  calm  their  perturbation.  My 
people,  who  had  feen  me  direft  my  cpurfe 
towards  the  kraal,  haftened  thither  after  me, 
to  prote<ft  roe;  and  their  number  overawed 
the  multitude.  At  length,  the  whole  myf- 
tery  was  cleared  up,  and  we  learned  what 
had  occafioned  the  tumult.    . 

A  Kabobiqua  having  met  one  of  my  hynt- 
,ers,  who  was  returning  with  his  fu,fee,,  ^i(hed 
to  examine  it,  and  begged  hirn  to  fhew  it  to 
bim»  In  handling  it,  however,  he  accidentally 
touched  tjbc  trigger ;  it  inftantly  went  off;  and 

the 
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ilie  lavitge,  fiightened  by  the  unexpeded  €X* 
plofion,  threw  down  the  fufee^  and  ran  away 
as  iaL&  as  he  oouid« 

At  that  time,  three  inen  of  the  horde  and  a 
yoang  girl  happened  unluckily  to  be  (landing, 
at  the  diilance  of  a  hundred  paces,  in  the  di* 
redion  of  the  piece.  The  latter  received  a 
fingle  grain  of  ihoc  in  the  cheek;  and 
the  others,  a  few  grains  in  the  legs  and  thighs. 
The  author  of  the  misfortune  confirmed  this 
explanation;  tranquillity  was  foon  reftored; 
the  favages  depofited  their  arms ;  and  I  was 
furrounded  only  by  friends  as  before* 

Nothing  remained  but  to  enquire  into  the 
ftateof  the  wounded,  and  to  give  them  every 
afliftance  in  my  power.  Without  lofs  of  time, 
therefore,  I  repaired,  ftilL  accompanied  by  the 
chief,  to  the  place  where  they  were.  By  the 
way  we  met  the  young  ^rl,  who  was  return* 
ing  from  the  kraal,  bathed  in  tears.  The  caufe 
of  her  uneafmefs  was  a  grain  of  lead,  which 
had,  however,  penetrated  fo  little,  that  I  forced 
it  out  by  only  preflSngthe  part  with  my  fingers. 
With  regard  to  the  three  men,  they  lay  rolling 
t>n  the  ground,  houding  in  a  moft  frightful 
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manner,  and  exhibiting  every  fymptom  of 
defpain  .  .  "  !  ..  [ 

I  was  aftonifhed  at  their  confternatlo^ 
and  could  not  conceive  how  men  inured  to 
iufierings  fhould  be  fo  much  afFcdted  by  a  &vv 
fmall  puhdures,  the  pain  of  which  tcould 
havefcarcely  drawn  tears  from  an  infant.  They 
at  length  told  me  the  caufe  of  their  wailings. 
Thefe  favages,  accuftomed  to  poifph  their  ar* 
rows,  imagined  that,  I  had  in  like  xx\anner 
poifoned  the  lead  with  which  they  were 
wounded.  They  had,  therefore,,  given  them- 
felves  up  as  loft,  and  expcdted  in  a  few  mo- 
ments to  expire* 

It  was  with  grcs^t  diificulty  I  could  caufe  to 
be  explained  to  them  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fear.  To  convince  them,  in  a  manner  ft  ill 
more  fatisfaiftory,  I  pulled  down  one  of  my 
ftockings,  and  (howed  them,  in  the  fieih  of 
xny  leg,  a  dozen  fhbts  of  l6ad,  for  which  I  was 
indebted  to  M.  Papillon  de  la  Ferte,.  who, 
when  hunting  in  the  plains  of  Gennevillierfi, 
had  fired  at  me  inftead  of  a  rabbit. 

Klaas  approached  the  wounded  favages  alfo ; 
and,  without  wafting  time  in  words  which 
they  would  not  have  underftood,  took  from 
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his  (hot*bag  a  few  grains  of  lead,  and,  Havihg 
ihown  them  to  the  three  hien,  immediately 
iwallowed  them.  This  eonclufive  proof,  which 
I  had  never  tlioUght  of^  produced  a  moft  won- 
derful effed;  Their  cries  inftantly  ceafedj 
ferenity  again  appeared  in  their  faces  j  and  their 
tvounds  were  no  more  mentioned. 

I  was,  however,  apprehenfive  that  the  horde 
might  dill  harbour  in  their  minds  fome  feeds 
of  fufpiciori  and  animofity :  but,  when  th^y 
faw  the  wdunded  men  walk  as  ufual^  and  feem« 
ingly  well,  they  laughed  at  the  whole  adven- 
ture J  and  it  produced  no  other  efFed  than  that 
of  infpiring  them  with  a  dread  of  fire-arms, 
which  none  of  them  afterwards  would  ven- 
ture to  touch; 

In  the  evening*  when  my  fires  wer§  kindled, 
fevery  body  came  to  form  a  circle  around  them, 
and  to  dance  accoi'ding  to  cuftbm.  The  whole 
convcrfation,  if  that  term  can  be  given  to  the 
tumultuous  clamoUr  of  a  multitude  who  Ipoke 
fix  different  languages,  was  engrofled  by  the 
accident  of  the  mOrningi 

It  amufed  me  muchj  though  I  underftood 

*  •  •  • 

nothing  of  it.    Ihe^rd  only  the  word  kaaboup 

jpronounced  by  every  mouth.     This  was  the 
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name  given  by  my  Hottentot*  to  a  fufeej 
and  it  was  adopted  by  all  the  favages  who 
compofed  the  aflembly.  Of  the  KabobiquaSt 
fome  imitated  with  their  voice  the  found  of 
the  explofion,  others  reprefentcd  the  gefturca 
of  a  perfon  who  takes  aim  to  fire,  and  every 
one  iaded  a  part  in  the  pantomime.  This 
feftive  fcene  continued  the  whole  night ;  and 
thus  ended  a  day  which  had  threatened  to  be 
tragical  and!  bloody* 

The  Kabobiquas  have  neither  the  flat  nofe 
nor  plump  checks  of  the  Hottentots*  Their 
Ikin  alfo  has  not  that  baftard  colour,  w*hieh, 
being  neither  black  nor  white,  renders  thera 
odious  to  both  races  j  nor  do  they  befmear 
their  bodies  with  thofe  dilgufting  fat  fub- 
fiances,  on  account  of  which  one  cannot  ap* 
proach  them  without  being  bedaubed  with 
their  filth,  or  acquiring  an  offenfive  fmelL  In 
ilature  they  are  as  tall  as  the  Cafiircs,  and  thear 
colour  is  equally  black. 

I  drew  a  portrait  of  one  of  thefc  favages  in 
all  his  glory  j  that  is  to  fay,  tattooed,  covered 
with  his  trinkets  and  ornaments,  and  armed 
from  head  to  foot,  as  on  the  day  of  battle^^ 

He  yielded  to  my  delire  with  much  com* 

plaifance; 


A  t  R  I  C  A.  83 

•  / 

pUifance ;  but  I  cOnfefs  that,  when  I  faw  hitn 
enter  my  tent  with  his  quiver  at  his  back,  his 
buckler  on  his  af m,  and  his  body  nobly  orna- 
tnented  with  a  long  mantle  which  fwept  the 
ground,  and  when  lie  fternly  t^Sc€A  on  his 
knee,  with  his  head  elevated,  and  A  determined 
look,  I  was  ftruck  with  his  martial  air  and  his 
dignified  appearance. 

He  feveral  times  interrupted  my  work  to  ad- 
mire it  J  while  I,  tranfported  in  imagination  to 
the  remoteft  periods,  and  to  countries  fituatcd 
under  the  fame  latitude  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  equator,  fecmed  to  behold  a  Jugurtha  or  a 
Syphax  in  arms,  marching  to  combat  in  the 
deferts  of  Numidia,'in  defence  of  his  kingdom 
againft  the  Romans,  In  writipg  my  notes^ 
therefore,  every  time  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
this  warrior,  I  always  mentioned  him  under 
the  name  of  my  Jugurtha. 

The  hair  of  this  tribe,  which  is  exceedingly 
ihort  and  much  curled,  is  ornamented  with 
fmall  copper  buttons,  arranged  with  great  art 
and  fymmetry.  Inflead  of  that  apron  made 
of  a  jackal's  Ikin,  employed  by  ihe  Hottentbt 
to  cover  what  modefty  bids  him  conceal,  the 
Kabobiquas  ufe  a  round  piece  of  leather,  the 
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edge  of  which  is  ornamented  with  a  finall  in- 
dented circle  of  copper,  a.nd  which  is  divided 
into  different  compartments^  by  rows  of  glafr 
beads  of  various  colours,  all  proceeding  from 
the  centre,  and  diverging  towards  the  circum- 
ference, like  the  rays  in  our  images  of  the 
fun. 

This  kind  of  veil  is  made  faft  to  the  groia 
by  means  of  a  girdle  ;  but,  as  it .  i$  only  four 
inches  in  diameter,  a«  it  is  deranged  by  the 
fmalleft  movement,  and  as  they  give  themfelves 
little  uneafinefs  refpeding  fuch  accidents,  it  i^ 
very  ill  fuited  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is 
applied.  During  the  great  heats,  this  fmall 
and  almoft  ufelefs  apron,  is  the  only  covering 
oh  their  bodies.  Its  being  fo  readily  difplaced 
enabled  me  to  afcertain  that  they  do  not  prac- 
tice circumcifion ;  but  it  fecmed  to  fhow  alfo 
that,  in  regard  to  modefly,  their  ideas  are  very 
different  from  our?* 

Though  they  go  thusalmofl  entirely  naked, 
their  maftners^  inftead  of  being  licentious^  are 
remarkably  chafte.  No  females  can  be  more 
prudent  or  more  referved  than  their  women  ; 
and  when  I  compared  them  with  thofe  of  the 
Greater  Nimiquas,  who  feemed  fo  forwacd 
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and  fo  condefcending,  I  could  fcarccly  believe 
that  fo  great  a  difFerence  could  exift  at  fo  fmall 
a  dlflance. 

My  people,  accuftomed  to  the  familiarity  of 
the  latter,  were  difpleafed  with  this  feverity ; 
and  the  facrifice  they  were  obliged  to  make  on 
that  account  feemed  the  more  painful,  as  the 
Kabobiqua  women  were  much  prettier  even 
than  the  Nimiquas. 

Young  girls,  who  in  general  jimong  fa- 
vages  have  not  the  fame  decency  of  conduA 
as  their  mothers,  becaufe,  not  being  under  the 
fame  obligations,  they  enjoy  more  liberty,  were 
here  equally  modeft  and  referved.  They 
fliowed,  indeed,  that  fportivenefs  peculiar  to 
their  age,  and  which  added  to  their  chslrms; 
but  it  was  the  fportivenefs  of  innocence.  When 
the  dance  was  finilhed,  and  their  parents  re- 
tired to  the  kraal,  thfcy  all  fet  out  along  with 
them,  not  one  even  remainifig  behind  in  my 
camp. 

Whether  from  refinement  of  coquetry,  or 
the  effe<3:  of  prudence,  the  Kabobiqua  women 
<lo  not  tattoo  their  faces  like  their  hufbands 
and  fathers.  They  do  not  even  follow  their 
exaniple,  in  ornamenting  their  I^iair  with  cop*. 
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per  buttons  ;  and  they  always  gq  bare-legged, 
though  moft  of  theni  wear  fandals. 

Their  drefs  confiPisof  ^n  apron  that  reaches 
only  half  down  the  thigh  j  a  kroft  which,  pafl- 
ing  under  the  arm-pits,  is  tied  on  the  breaft  j 
and  a  long  mantle  like  that  of  the  men. 

The  mantle  is  madd  of  fkins  not  deprived 
of  the  hair  ;  and  the  krofs,  of  tanned  leather 
prepared  like  that  ufed  for  gloves  in  Europe. 

With  regard  to  glafs  beads,  they  wear  them 
as  bracelets.  They  form  them  alfo  into  neck^ 
laces,  which  defcend  in  different  rows  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach ;  and  they  fufpend  fronx 
their  girdles  feveral  ftrings  of  them,  which  fall 
^own  their  thighs  below  the  apron. 

Thefe  ornaments  being   very  durable,  th^ 

habit  of  feeing,  them  renders  the  women  al- 

_  _    _      » 

moft  indifferent  to  the  pleafure  of  pofTeffiog 
them.  Thofe  they  procured  from  mc  afforded 
at  firft  great  fatisfadlion,  on  account  of  their 
novelty.  But  when  I  fhewed  them  fcilTars 
^nd  needles,  they  gave  the  preference  to  thefe 
articles ;  and  this  choice  jdoes  honour  to  the 
good  fenfe  of.  the  Kabobiqua  ladies.  Like 
their  chief,  they  fet  a  higher  va^u^  on  utility 
than  ornament. 
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To  give  thenir  Aeedles,  however,  >;vas  not 
fttfficieat ;  it  was  necefTary  to  teach  theili  alfo 
to  ufe  them.  I  rendered  theto  that  fervice 
likewife ;  and  they  foon  becatne  fo  expert  as 
to  join  together  tolerably  well  two  pieces  of 
ikin.  For  this  operation,  they  employed  a 
fmall  thread  of  gut  made  in  the  horde ;  and 
the  proce&  I  taught  them  appeared  more  ex* 
peditious^/ftronger,  and  neater,  than  that  ufed 
iorfuch  cafes  by  the  favajges,  which  confifts  in 
bopng  the  flcin  with  a  fpike  or  (harp-pointed 
bone,  and  putting  the  thread  through  the 
holes. 

Since  I  returned  front  my  travels,  I  have 
never  feen  a  woman  ^ew  without  thinking  of 
my  Kabobiquas  ;  but,  on  maturer  refledion,  I 
am  forry  that  I  made  them  acquainted  with  an 
art  which,  as  they  will  not  have  it  long  in  their 
power  to  pra<Slife  it,  muft  be  a  fource  to  them 
only  of  rfegret^ 

When,  during  my  firft  journey,  I  taught  the 
Caffires  to  form  a  pair  of  forge-bellows,  that 
whi<;h  I  made  for  them  would  at  leaft  fcrve  as 
a  mode!,  and  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  every 
thing  neceflary  to  enable  them  to  conftru<9: 
others.     But  the  cafe  wa«  not  the  fame  with' 

G  4  '  my 


88  TRAVELS    IN 

» 

my  Kabobiquas.  Their  needles  would  fooq 
be  broken  and  unferyiceable,  like  the  razor  of 
the  chief  J  and  their  chagrin  would  be  increafed 
by  the  impoflibility  of  renewing  then^.  If  the 
knowledge  of  a  new  art  affords  by  its  advan- 
tages new  enjoyments,  it  occafions  alfo  new 
wants ;  and  to  teach  it  to  a  people,  without 
fecuring  to  them  the  means  of  exercifmg  It, 
is  making  them  a  very  bad  prefent. 

I  fhould  in  like  n^anner  have  much  to  x^" 
proach  myfelf  with,  had  I  been  the  firft  perfon 
Vi^ho  made  the  Kabobiquas  acquainted  witk 
tobacco  and  fpirits.  But,  before  my  arrival 
among  them,  they  ufed  the  former,  whicl^ 
they  received,  in  exchange  for  cattle,  from 
the  Nimiqua  tribes  their  neighbours,  to  whom 
it  was  conveyed  from  the  Cape,  by  pafling. 
through  various  hands  in  commerce.  As 
this  traffic,  however,  did  not  take  place  bu^ 
under  certain  circumftances,  tobacco  was  on 
that  account  exceedingly  fcarce,  and  a  luxury 
which  they  could  feldom  enjoy.  However, 
being  often  deprived  of  it,  they  can  eafily  bear 
the  want ;  and  fo  indifferent  are  they  upon 
the  fubje£t,that,  if  it  were  not  brought  to  them; 
they  would  not  go  a  ftep  to  procure,  it. 
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This  xndifFerence  for  an  article,  which  I  ha4 
feeii  eagerly  fought  for  by  all  favage  nations^ 
and  which  was  confidered  by  them  as  an  exqui-? 
lite  enjoyment,  fi^emed  to  fhew,  as  well  as 
many  other  circumftances  already  mentioned,' 
that  th^re  were  traits  in  the  charader  of  thefe 
people  which  diftinguilhed  them  from  others. 
The  cafe  was  the  fame  as  to  ftrong  liquors,  on 
which  they  fet  no  great  value ;  and  though 
there  were  among  them  fome  few  individuals 
difpofed  to  relifli  them,  the  greater  number 
abfolutely  refufed  them. 

If  the  contents  of  my  flafks  gave  them  lit- 
tle fatisfa^Stion,  they  were,  however,  much 
captivated  with  the  flafks  themfelves.  Thefe 
tranfparent  bottles  excited  their  admiration  in 
the  higheft  degree.  They  called  them/oliJ 
mater;  for,  not  with  (landing  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  thefe  favages  had  fecn  ice  on  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  mountains  by  which  they  are  fur- 
rounded  ;  and  they  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  glafs  of  my  flafks  was  water,  which  I  had 
fehdered  folid  by  magic,  and  which  I  prevent- 
ed their  fires  from  melting.  As  it  was  impof- 
fible'  for  me  to  explain  this  matter,  I  did  not 
attempt  to  undeceive  them  :  arid  befides,  with 

what 
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what  advantage  would  it  have  been  attended  ? 
I  fufFered  them,  therefor^,  to  continue  in  their 
error,  and  contented  myfelf  with  conferring 
on  them  an  obligation,  by  giving  them  all  the 
empty  bottles  for  which  I  had  no  ufe. 

On  their  part,  they  vied  with  each  other  in 
{hewing  their  generofity  towards  me ;  and  I 
muft  indeed  allow,  that  I  never  faw  a  nation  fo 
difinterefted.  Every  night  they  brought  to  my 
camp  a  confiderable  quahtity  of  milk  j  and 
they  never  came  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
jny  people,  without  bringing  fome  ftieep  to  re-* 
gale  them.  I  have  feen  many  of  them  give 
away  gratuitoufly,  and  without  receiving  any 
thing  in  return,  part^  of  their  herds  and  thei? 
flocks  ;  and,  when  I  departed,  there  were  many 
perfons  in,  my  caravan  who  poffefled  both 
Iheep  and  oxen,  which  they  had  received  as 
a  pure  gift.  '  - 

What  difierence  between  thefe  people,  fo 
afFeftionate,  fo  generous,  and  the  Greater  Nimi- 
quas,  who  always  approached  me  with  a  pite- 
ous air,  holding  out  their  hands  like  mendicants, 
to  afk  of  me  every  thing  they  faw  ! 

With  this  benevolent  difpolition,  the  Kabo- 
biquas  have  alfo  a  martial  charader.     Their 
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weapons  are  poiibned  arrows,  and  a  lance 
with  a  long  iron  pointi  but  different  from  the 
aflfagay  of  the  Hottentots.  In  battle  their  de^ 
fenfive  armour  confifts  of  two  bucklers;  the  one 
of  a  fize  fu£Scient  to  cover  the  whole  body  of 
the  combatant ;  the  other  much  fmaller.  They 
^e  both  made  of  fklns  exceedingly  thiqk,  and 
proof  againft  arrows. 

,  The  latter,  which  i|  of  a  round  figure,  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches  in  breadth,  is 
borne  on  the  lower  part  of  the  arm  during  the 
time  of  adlion  j  but,  when  it  becomes  ufelefs, 
they  remove  it  above  the  elbow  towards  the 
Ihoulder.  It  is  ornamented  with  a  copper  ring 
placed  ropnd  its  circumference^  and  with  feve- 
ral  rows  pf  beads  difplayed  over  its  furface, 
forming  compartments  according  to  the  whim 
of  the  ownpr,  and  diftinguiflied  by  fuch  colours 
as  are  moft  agreeable  to  his  tafte. 

By  means  of  this  variety,  the  buckler  of  each 
is  different,  and  has  no  refemblance  to  that  of 
another ;  and  as  the  individuals  of  a  tribe 
know  one  another  by  their  mode  of  tattooing, 
they  can  diftinguifli  each  other  alfo  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  blazon  their  fliields.  ^ 

Tl^e  courage  whifh  the  Kabobiquas  difplay 

in 
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in  combat  is  particularly  exercifed  in  their 
hunting  excurdons^  and  ^bove  all  againft 
carnivorous  animals.  Intrepid,  however,  as 
it  may  be  to  attack  the  elephant  and  the  rhino-p 
ceros,  thefe  fpecies  of  animals  are  not  objeds 
of  their  vengeance ;  becaufe,  living  ijpon  grafs 
and  herbs,  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  them,  either  for  themfelves  or  their  cat- 
tle. But  the  tiger,  lion,  hyaena,  and  panther, 
being  enemies  of  a  different  kind,  they  declare 
againft  them  implacable  war,  and  purfue  them 
without  remiffion^ 

^  Of  the  fpoils  of  thefe  deftru(3:ive  animals 
they  form  their  bucklers,  girdles,  fandals, 
krofles,  mantles,  &c.  They  confider  it  as  4 
mark  of  honour  to  wear  them  ;  and  they  fet 
a  much  higher  value  upon  them  than  upon  the 
(kin  of  the  rhinoceros  or  of  the  elephant.  If 
they  fomerimes  hunt  the  latter,  it  is  only  as 
objeds  of  food ;  ^nd  they  employ  to  catch 
them  thofe  concealed  pits,/which  are  the  ufual 
fnares  of  the  Hottentots  :  but  this  method, 
which  requires  both  patience  and  labour,  is 
very  little  fuited  to  a  people  fo  brave  and  en^. 
tcrpiiring  as  the  Kabobiquas. 

Keen  anc|  refolute  hunters, they  add  to  native 

valour 
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valour  the  utmoft  aftivity.  Nimble  as  deer^ 
nolhing  can  flop  their  courfe ;  neither  excet- 
five  fatigue,  nor  the  longeft  and  moft  difficult 
journeys.  I  have  often  hunted  in  their  com- 
pany ;  and  I  always  found  them  indefatigable 
and  ready  for  every  undertaking*  But,  not-* 
withflanding  all  their  fkill  and  activity,  they 
were  never  able  to  bring  me  within  reach  of* 
a  white  zebra,  nor  of  a  particular  kind  of  an-*  ' 
telope,  which  I  believe  to  have  been  a  gnou, 
though  it  was  larger  than  the  gnous  are  in 
general. 

Thefe  are  the  two  fjpecies  of  animals  that  arei 
mofl  common  in  this  part  of  the  country*  A 
great  many  rhinocerofes,  and  antelopes  v^ith- 
out  number,  are  alfo  to  be  feen  ;  but^  whethei' 
it  be  owing  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate^ 
to  the  place  being  unfuitable  to  their  nature, 
or  rather  to  the  want  of  food  proper  for  them, 
no  giraffes  are  any  longer  to  be  found  in  it. 

As  the  Kabobiquas  pofTefs  fp  bold  and  re- 
folute  a  charader,  one  might  be  induced  to 
believe  that  they  are  ferocious  and  intraftable. 
Among  all  the  African  nations,  however,  which 
I  have  vifited,  I  never  knew  one  that  fo  much 
pradifed  obedience  and  fubordination.. 

The 
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The  chief  here  18  not,  as  in  other  tribcd,  -  A 
principal  among  hi»  equals  ;  he  is  a  foTereigti 
'  in  the  midft  of  his  fubjeds,  a  mafter  fur-* 
rounded  by  his  flaves.  A  word,  a  gefture,  ot 
a  look,  is  fufiicient  to  procure  him  obedience. 
Whatever  be  his  orders,  they  are  never  con* 
tradidled ;  and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  in  every 
particular  family.  What  the  chief  is  to  the 
horde,  the  father  is  to  his  children.  His  com- 
mands are  abfolute;  and  he  exercifes  regai 
power  at  home,  while  he  obeys  eMewhere. 

Though  the  tribe  was  very  numerous,  th« 
wifdom  with  which  it  was  ruled,  arid  the 
good  order  that  prevailed  around  me,  an- 
nounced, in  the  man  by  whom  it  was  go- 
verned, an  intelligence  fuperior  to  that  of  all 
the  lavages  I  had  before  feen ;  and  I  knew 
not  a  (ingle  individual,  except  old  Haabas, 
that  Neftor  of  the  Gonaqua  nation,  who  could 
be  compared  to  him.  As  I  conceived  for 
him  a  very  high  efteem,  it  was  a  fource  to 
me 'of  real  pain  that  I  was  unacquainted  with 
his  language,  and  therefore  not  able  fretly  to 
interrogate  him  refpedling  a  thoufand  objects 
which  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying 
to  me  to  know. 

His 
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His  habitation  was  fuited  to  his  fupremc 
dignity*  It  was,  indeed,  a  hut  only,  like  thofe 
of  his  fubjeds,  and,  like  them,  covered  'with 
the  fkins  of  animals  ;  but  it  was  much  Farger, 
as  well  as  mofe  elevated ;  and  around  it  were 
fix  others,  occupied  by  his  family  and  des- 
tined for  them  alone. 

The  natural  drynefs  of  the  country  inha« 
bited  by  the.Kabobiquas  obliges  them  to  dig 
wells,  for  their  own  ufe  as  well  as  for  their  cat-- 
tie;  but  as  the  fame  caufe  often  dries  tip 
thefe  weBs^  they  are  then  forced  to  remove, 
and  to  feek  eUewhere  a  foil  more  abundant 
in  fprings ;  for  Fi(h-River,  though  confider- 
able  in  ttie  rainy  feafon,  is  often  during  the 
great  heats  entirely  deftitute  of  water. 

The  long  journeys,  which  thefe  too  frequent 
emigrations  compel  them  to  undertake,  and 
the  intercourfe  which  they  thence  have  with 
other  nations,  muft  necelTarily  infpire  them 
with  ideas  unknown  to  the  fettled  tribes  ;  and 
it  would  not  be  unnatural  to  fuppofe,  that  to 
4his  extenfion  of  ideas  are  they  indebted  for 
that  fuperiority  of  intelligence  which  elevates 
them  above  their  neighbours  :  but  I  have  al- 
ready fpofcen  of  a  nation,  who,  like  them,  being 

forced 
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forced  to  dig  wells,  and  to  become  wanderers^ 

V 

have  remainedj^  neverthelefsj  ia  the  inferiority 
,  of  the  favage  ftate.  Nature,  perhaps,  whd 
has  beftowed  upon  the  Kabobiquas  bodied 
inore  agile,  aad  a  more  intrepid  charader^ 
may  have  endowed  them  alfd  with  fuperior 
mitids.  >    . 

To  the  Kabobiquas  I  am  indebted  fdr  my 

V  « 

knowledge  of  the  place  where  Orangc-Rivdr 
has  its  fource.  I  imagined  that  this  tiver 
xame  from  the  central  mountains;  but  they 
informed  me,  that^  though  in  its  progrefs  it 
feemed  to  approach  them,  it  took  its  rife  at  a 
great  diftance  in  the  niountains  fituated  far^ 
ther  t6  the  xiorth-eaft,  ahd  that  it  did  not 
reach  the  former  till  after  a  winding  courfe 
of  confiderable  length* 

In  confequence  of  one  6f  their  emigrations^ 
they  had  formerly  fettled  on  its  banks,  fixty 
leaguea  from  the  defert  which  they  now  inh^ 
bited  J  but  being  molefled  by  the  Houzouanas, 
and  difappointed  by  the  drought,  they  had  re-s 
moved  from  it,  and  came  to  encamp  agam  in! 
the  fpot  where  I  found  tbem^ 

Of  all  the  African  nations,  they  are  the 
only  people  among  whom  I  found  any  idea,* 

however 
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bowevet  confiifed  a  one,  of  the  exiftencc  of  a 
deity.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  from 
their  own  refle£tion>  ot  the  communications 
of  other  tribes,  that  they  have  acquired  this 
fublime  knowledge,  which  would  alone  bring 
them  near  to  a  level  with  polifticd  nations; 
but  they  believe,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  learn  from  my  people,  that  beyond  the 
ftars  there  exifts  a  fupreme  being,  who  made 
and  who  governs  all  things. 

I  mull  however  obferve,  that  on  this  fub*- 
je<3;  their  ideas  are  vague,  barren,  and  unpro* 
du(^ivc*  They  have  no  conception  of  the 
future  exiftence  of  the  foul,  or  of  rewards  and 
punifhments  in  another  life ;  in  fhort,  they 
have  neither  worfhip-,  facrifices,  ceremonies, 
nor  priefts,  and  are  total  ftrangers  to  what  we 
call  religion. 

1  am  well  aware,  that  Kolben  advances  a 
very  different  opinion  refpeding  thefe  Afri- 
cans ;  but  I  have  already  given  my  fentiments 
of  '  that  author.  I  will  however  acknow- 
ledge, that  Kolben  does  not  always  deviate 
from  the  truth,  and  that  his  falfehoods  even 
are  founded  upon  fads,  which  he  has  wilfully 

Vol.  III^  H  mifre- 
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mifreprefented,  or  adopted  without  fufficient 
examination. 

He  has  been  vaguely  told,  that  th^re  are 
fome  tribes  among  whom  circumcifion  ^is 
ufual,  and  that  there  are  others  who  deprive 
their  males  of  onetefticle.  On. this  authority- 
he  affirms,  that  all  the  different  Hottentot 
hordes  are  circumcifed ;  and  he  defcribes,  in 
the  moft  minute  manner,  and  as  an  eye-wit- 
nefs,  their  manner  of  femi-caftration,  though 
he  never  went  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Cape. 

It  is  natural  that  a  father  fliould  difpofe  of 
his  children,  and  that  he  fhould  hinifelf 
perform  the  ceremony  of  their  marriage,  if 
the  cuftom  of  the  country  admits  of  a  cere- 
mony. With  Kolben  this  fimple  pradice  is 
converted  into  a  branch  of  religion,  a  facrifice, 
a  fuperflitious  dance,  an  oljje(9:  of  forcery,  &c. 
There  is  a  high  prieft,  who,  being  entrufted 
with  the  bufmefs  of  circumcifion,  of  femi-caf- 
tration,  and  all  the  religious  cuftoms,  alfo  gives 
his  benediction  to  marriage ;  and  who,  always 
matter  of  an  evacuation  which  unqueftionably 
b  lefs  fubjed  to  our  will  than  fovereign  over 

it. 
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it,  finiOies  the  ceremony  hj  pouring  on  the 
married  couple  a  copious  difcharge  of  urine^ 

In  the  time  of  that  author,  the  Kabobiquas 
were   not  known  at  the  Cape,  and  I  believe 
myfelf  to  be  the  firft  perfon  by  whom  their 
name  has  been  mentioned  :    but  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  that  he  may  have  been  told  of  fome 
rt*ibes,  who,  more  courageous  than  others,  or 
more  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  ravenous  ani- 
mals, made  it  a  rule  to  combat  them,  and,  like 
the  Kabobiquas,  confidered  it  as  an  honour 
to  w^ear  their  fpoils.     A  fa<3:  fo  limple,  in  his 
opinion,  would  not  have  made  a  fufBciently 
brilliant  figure  in  a  relation  of  travels  j  nor 
would    the   reader    have   felt    himfelf    inte- 
refted  in  an  unadorned  ftory  of  favages,  who, 
to  preferve  their  cattle,  declare  war  againft 
fuch  animals  as  are  their  enemies.     He   has, 
therefore,  embelliftied  the   narrative   of  this 
hunting,  and  converted  it  into  ^n  order  of 
chivalry,  to  which  no  one  is  admitted   but 
with  particular  ceremonies,  performed  by  the 
high  prieft,  and  until  he  has  given  convincing 
proofs  of  his  prowefs.    But  I  have  infifted 
too  loi)g  on  improbable  falfehoods  and  abfurd 

H  2;  fables, 
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fables,  and  fhall  return,  therefore,  to  my  Ka- 
bobiquas. 

Having  procured  every  information  in  my 
power  refpefting  thefe  people,  and  added  to 
my  coUcdkion  the  birds  found  in  their  diftridl^ 
I  was  unwilling  any  longer  to  fatigue  my 
horfes  in  purfuing,  to  no  purpofe,  animals; 
which  would  not  fuffer  me  to  approach 
them.  I  rcfolvcd,  therefore,  to  quit  the  horde„ 
and  to  vifit  another,  eftabliftied  at  the  diftance 
of  a  long  day's  journey  to  the  north-weft* 
The  chief  gave  me  guides  to  accompany  mQ 
thither ;  and  on  the  9th  of  February  we  re* 
fumed  our  march. 

We  purfued  our  way  for  fome  time  along 
very  narrow  path^,  which  however,  in  all 
probability,  ftiortened  our  route ;  and  at 
length,  at  the  end  of  a  defile,  we  difcovered 
a  plain  which,  extending  towards  the  weft,, 
was  bounded  on  the  horizon  by  lofty  moun-^ 
tains,  the  bottoms  of  which  were*  covered  with 
wood. 

The  verdure  of  thefe  forefts  gave  me  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  watered  by 
fome  river;  and  they  reminded  me  of  the  de-^ 

^^        \  lightful 


■  t     f     i        » 


/*.^ 


AFRICA.  loi 

lighlful  borders  of  Filh-River ,  where  I  had 
fojourned  with  fo  much  pleafure.  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  I  fhould  in  like  manner  find  there 
provifions^'in  abundance  for  my  company^ 
new  plants  and  animals  to  increafe  my  col- 
iedions,  and  objefts  with  which  I  was  unac- 
quainted to  gratify  my  curiofity.  Accordingly 
I  gave  orders  to  my  people  to  dired  their 
courfe  towards  that  quarter ;  and,  .though 
it  was  lengthening  our  way,  we  proceeded 
along  the  plain. 

We  had  marched  three  hours,  expofed  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  when  the  horizon 
became  fuddenly  darkened,  and  afrightful  ftorui 
fcemed  gathering  over  our  heads.  Long  and 
frequent  flaOies  of  lightning  darted  between 
the  clouds;  the  thunder  roared  in  a  mod 
awful  manner;  and  our  animals  by  their 
perturbed  and  reftlefs  pfovements  announ- 
ced that  the  tempeft  was  likely  to  be  tremen- 
dous. 

Without  lofing  time,  my  oxen  were  un- 
loaded, my  tent  was  ered:ed,  mats  and  fkins 
were  prepared  to  afford  us  flielter,  and  every 
one  took  a  fhare  in  the  labour.  Our  precau- 
tions, however,  were  of  no  avail.  The  wipd 
became  fo  impetuous  that  nothing  could  refift 

H3  it; 
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it-;  my  tent  was  overturned  ;  and  I  was  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  covering  myfelf  with 
tiie  canvas,  ^yhile  my  people  fecured  them- 
felves  in  the  bed  manner  they  could. 

The  rain  in  the  mfean  time  poured  down 
in  torrents,  and  fo  great  was  the  deluge,  that 
we  might  have  fuppofed  all  Africa  about  to  be 
inundated.  The  heavens,  meanwhile,  which 
feemed  thus  to  diflblve  into  water,  appeared 
by  the  lightning  to  bfe  every  now  and  then 
adtually  on  fire.  The  flaQies  embraced  the 
whole  atmofphcre  ;  while  the  thunder,  burfting 
on  every  fide  at  once,  made  us  all  apprehend 
,  that  we  fliould  infallibly  become  its  vidims. 
I  had  feen  violent  ftorms  in  CafFraria :  I 
was  acquainted  with  thofe  of  the  Cape,  fo  much 
dreaded  by  mariners  and  travellers  ;  and  I  had 
not  forgotten  thofe  of  Surinam,  which,  for  two 
months  together,  •rifing  daily  with  the  tide, 
announce  the  feafon  of  drought :  but  till  this 
period  I  had  never  beheld  one  fo  alarming ; 
and,  for  the  firft  time  in  my  life,  the  found  of 
thunder  made  me  tremble. 

It  is  true,  to  fecure  and  preferve  my  powder 
I  had  placed  it  near  me  under  the  canvafs  j 
and  while  I  feared  that  the  thunder  might 
break  over  me,  I  feared  alfo  for  my  magazine, 

which, 
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which,  by  Its  explofion,  would.have  blown  me 
up  along  with  it. 

My  terror  on  account  of  this  double  danger 
continued  more  than  an  hour.  The  thunder 
having  at  length  ceafed,  though  the  rain  ftill 
continued,  each  of  us  putting  his  head  Out  from 
below  his  covering  eagerly  turned  round  his 
eyes  to  fearch  for  his  neighbour  j  and,  furprifed 
to  6nd.  the  whole  company  alive,  we  congratu- 
lated each  other  on  having  efcaped  fo  imminent 
a  peril. 

My  Kabobiqua  guides  alone  feemed  to  be 
delighted  with  the  ftorm.  Accuftomed,  as 
they  faid,  to  experience  fimilar  and  even  more 
violent  ones,  they  had,  in  general,  their  noife 
only  without  their  advantage;  but  by  this 
their  wells  would  be  filled  w!*h  water,  and 
frefh  pafture  would  fpring  up  for  their  cattle. 
They  confidered  it,  therefore^  as  a  bleffing ; 
and  fo  great  was  their  joy,  that  they  had  fat 
all  the  while  quietly  expofed  to  the  rain,  with- 
out attempting  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  Ihel- 
ter  tliemfelves  from  it. 

All  our  cattle,  fheep,  oxen,  and  goats,  du- 
ring the  ftorm,  had  difperfed  themfelves  in 
different  quarters  over  the  plain.  Having  col- 
li 4  leded 
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lefted  them,  and  being  defirous  to  find  a  fpot 
for  an  encampment  near  the  wood  and  fup*< 
pofed  river,  I  again  purfued  my  route ;  for 
what  could  we  do  in  the  middle  of  a  plain 
covered  with  water,  and  under  a  rain  which^ 
though  in  fome  meafure  abated,  continued  ftill 
to  fall  with  violence?  Already  wet  to  the 
Ikin,  I  confidered  the  inconvenience  of  being 
foaked  a  little  longer  as  of  no  confequence* 

My  baggage,  indeed,  having  been  tho- 
roughly drenched,  was  a  double  load  to  my 
oxen.  The  earth  too,  though  fandy,  had  re- 
ceived fo  much  rain,  that  it  could  not  abforh 
the  whole  of  it.  In  confequence,  it  was  every 
where  covered  with  pools;  and  the  oxen, 
obliged  to  pafs  thefe  cavities  without  knowing 
where  they  placed  their  feet,  ftumbled  at  every 
ftep,  and  ran  the  rilk  of  being  lamed  under 
their  burdens. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
the  rain  fortunately  ceafed  altogether ;  and 
the  calm  which  followed  allowed  us  to  kindle 
fires  to  dry  our  baggage  and  clothes.  The 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  even  the  night:,  were 
employed  in  this  bufmefs ;  but  we  were  feve-. 
ral  times  interrupted  by  the  crafliing  of  trefc«, 

which 
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which  we  heard  very  near  u«.  This  noife 
wa§  occafiojbbed  by  elephants,  which  we  drove 
away  by  Uriog  our  fufeeSi  and  whiQh,  coQxing 
in  queft  of  paflurage  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  my  camp,  were  breaking  the  branches  to 
procure  themrelveB  food« 

Next  morning,  when  day  appeared,  I  faw 
in  the  plain,  on  an  extent  of  fcarcely  half  a 
league,  more  than  a  hundred  of  thefe  animals 
wlleited  together*  They  perceived  ijs  an 
diftinftly  afi  we  perceived  them;  but  they, 
ceverthclefs,  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  leafl; 
iWtled. 

At  this  fight  my  hunters  were  tranfported 
with  joy.  They  immediately  got  ready  their 
arms,  and  were  magnifying,  in  imagina* 
tion,  the  ivory  with  which  this  wonderful 
hunt  was  to  fupply  them.  For  my  part,  being 
no  longer  a  novice,  the  eagernefs  I  had  formerly 
felt  was  gone.  Satiated  in  fomedegree  with 
this  amufement,  I  did  not  forget  the  dangers  with 
which  it  is  almoft  always  accompanied.  The 
inconvenience,  befidcs,  of  tranfporting  with- 
out a  waggon  the  teeth  of  thefe  animals,  in- 
fpired  me  with  no  great  defirc  of  poffeffing 
tliem,  * 

I  While 
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Willie  fuch  were  my  ideas,  a  bird  of  anew 
fpecies  would  have  appeared  more  valuable*  to 
me  than  a  dozen  elephants.  I  began,  there- 
fore, to  traverfe  the  foreft  ;  and  I  had  the  fatif^ 
fadion  to  kill  two  charming  animals  of  the 
feathered  race,  a  male  and  a  female.  They 
confiderably  refemble  the  fpecies  of  the  ring- 
dove, though  the  difference  is  fufficient,  in 
my  opinion,  to  entitle  them  to  a  feparate  clafs, 
as  they  have  a  bill  mucli  larger  than  pigeons  in 
general.  Their  claws  are  alfo  more  hooked, 
and  their  toes  broader  and  flatter*  In  fliort, 
the  moft  beautiful  colours  ornament  their 
plumage,  which,  on  the  body,  is,  in  general, 
of  a  brilliant  green,  7"he  feathers  of  the  wings 
are  bordered  with  an  elegant  jonquille  yellovo^, 
which  is  alfo  the  colour  of  the  belly  of  the 
male.  On  the  top  of  each  wing  is  a  lar^ 
violet  fpot ;  and  the  feet  of  both  are  red. 
This  charming  fpecies,  entirely  new,  will  form 
a  part  of  my  ornithology,  in  which  I  (hall  give 
figures  of  the  m  both . 

The  Ikirt  of  wood  near  which  I  had  en- 
camped lay  in  a  diredion  N.  ^  W.  which  v<ras 
that  of  my  route  ;  and,  by  keeping  along  the 
•dge  of  it,  I  knew  I  (hould  arrive  at  the  horde 
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1  intended  to  vifit.  After  marching  Tome 
hours,  we  found  ourfelves,  however.  Hopped 
by  a  torrent,  which,  falling  from  the  moun- 
taias,  had  been  prodigioufly  fwelled  by  the 
rain  of  the  late  ftorm  ;  and,  as  it  was  neceflary 
to  wait  till  it  fliould  fubfide  and  become  ford- 
able,  I  was  obliged  to  encamp  on  its  banlc5# 
The  plate  was .  agreeable ;  and  I  found  in  it 
birds  of  various  kinds,  which  made  me  fu£B- , 
cient  amends  for  the.  uneafinefs  occafioned' bj 
the  delay* 

Klaas,  who  by  long  pradice  had  become  a 
naturaliil,  and  who  knew  as  well  as  I  what  my 
colleQion  contained,  and  what  would  be  new 
in  it,  exerted  himfelf  with  indefatigable  ar* 
dour  to  augment  it.  He  kil)ed  and  brought 
to  me  a  magnificent  biid  with  which  I  was 
entirely  unacquainted,  and  which  exhibited 
charadteriflics  fo  confufed  that  I  was  at  a  lols 
how  to  clafs  it. 

On  the  firft  view  I  fhould  have  taken  it  for 
a  cuckoo  ;  but,  though  it  had  fome  relation  to 
that  genus,  it  did  not  in  reality  belong  to  it ; 
for  its  feet  were  ftronger,  and  its  claws  more 
hooked  and  notched :  befides,  Klaas,  before 
he  fired,  fa w  it  hook  itfelf  to  the  trunk  of  a 

tree^ 
o 
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tree^  In  the  fame  manner  as  the  wood^pecker/ 
and,  like  the  wood-pecker  alfo,  firike  its  bill 
agalnft  the  bark. 

Its  claws  and  toes  are  abfolutely  the  fame, 
and  divided  precifely  as  are  thofe  of  that  bird  ; 
but  its  tail  is  not  capable  c^fupporting  it,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  the  tail  of  the  wood-pecker.  It 
does  not,  therefore,  climb,  Urt  fupports  itfelf 
merely  by  hooking  its  claws  in  the  bark  of 
trees,  on  which  it  feeks  for  its  food.  It  has  a 
large  croojced  bill,  and  is,  in  fhort,  one  of 
thofe  fpecies  which  Ihow  the  deficiency  of  our 
fydems  of  ornithology.  I  {hall  not  omit  this 
beautiful  bird  in  my  defcriptions. 

The  fwell  of  the  torrent  did  not  continue 
longer  than  twenty- four  hours,  and  the  fe- 
cond  day  I  was  able  to  crofs  it  without  wetting 
my  feet.  We  were  now  only  three  leagues 
from  the  horde,  and  fome  of  the  people  who 
compofed  it,  having  at  a  ,  diftance  obferred 
my  camp,  approached  towards  us  to  recon- 
noitre it. 

As  they  foon  diftinguiflhed  my  Kabobiqua 
guides,  their  neighbours  and  friends,  they  ad-- 
vanced  to  pay  me  a  vifit.  I  infpired  them 
with  a  favourable  opinion  of  me  by  a  few  prc- 

fents } 
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fents ;  and  I  gave  them  for  their  chief  a  foiall 
portion  of  tobacco,  defiring  them  to  inform 
him,  that  I  intended  to  pay  my  refpeds  to  him 
in  perfon,  and  that  next  morning  I  would  be 
at  the  kraal  with  ray  whole  company.  \Vc 
were  not  able,  however,  to  fet  out  till  after 
dinner,  becaufe  the  oxen  I  had  .purchafed  at 
the  laJft  horde  had  returned  thither  during  the 
night,  and  it  was  neceflafy  to  difpatch  fome  of 
my  people  to  bring  thegi  back. 

The  chief,  accompanied  by  his  whole  horde, 
came  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  meet  me ;  and 
I  found  him  waiting  my  arrival  on  the  banks 
of  a  rivulet.  As  my  appearance  excited  among 
this  horde  the  fame  cagernefs,  the  fame  fur- 
prife,  and  the  fame  curiofuy,  as  among  the 
hordfe  I  had  quitted,  I  (hall  not  repeat  what  I 
have  laid  already.  It  confxfted  alfo  of  Kabobi- 
quas;  and  confequently  their  manners,  cuftoms, 
arms,  and  charadler,  were  the  fame. 

The  only  difference  I  obferved  was,  that  ia 
the  former  the  men  only  wore  fandals ;  .but 
in  this  horde  they  were  worn  by  every  body ; 
men,  women,  and  children.  This  cuftom, 
however,  does  not  proceed  either  from  luxury 
or  effeminacy,  hut  from  an  indiipenfible  and 

neceffary 
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neceflary  precautiori,  impofed  by  the  rocky  na- 
ture of  their  country,  and  by  the  mimofas  with 
tvhich  it  is  covered.  This  tree  bears^  a  great 
tui mber  of  prickles,  fo  that  the  earth  around 
it  is  always  ftrewed  with  them  ;  and  it  is 
to  prevent  their  feet  from  being  wounded 
by  them  that  they  habituate  themfelves  to  the 
tife  of  fandals. 

As  every  novelty  in  drefs  among  ftrangers 
appears  almoft  always.^  ridiculous,  my  people, 
accuftomed  to  go  bare-footed,  confidered  this  as 
altogether  fingular ;  and,  to  diftinguifti  the  new 
horde  from  all  thofe  we  had  before  feen,  they- 
called  them  the  horde  of  the  fandal-bearers. 

Lels  numerous  than  the  former,  it  cbnfifted 
only  of  two  hundred  individuals.  They  had 
^Ifo  fewer  cattle  ;  both  becaufe  the  foil,  on  ac- 
count of  its  poverty,  afforded  little  pafturage, 
and  becaufe  the  Houzouanas  made  frequent  in* 
curfions  into  their  territory  to  plunder  them. 
Not  long  before  my  arrival,  they  had  carried 
off  thirty  oxen;  and,  though  the  chief  had 
armed  all  his  people  to  endeavour  to  recover 
tlxem,  he  had  been  able  to  retake  only  fix ; 
and  thefe  even  were  fo  feverely  wounded  with 
arrows  and  aflagays,'  that  it  was  neceffary  to 

kill 
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kill  them  oa.  the  fpot,  and  to  carry  them  to 
the  kraal  in  pieces  for  provifion. 

Notwithftanding  their  poverty,  thefe  favages 
difplayed  the  difinterefted^efs  and  generofity 
peculiar  to  their  tiation.     Though  I  had  diftrl- 
buted  among  them,   in  prefents,  only  a  few 
paltry  articles,  they  brought  every  ever.ing  to 
my  camp   a  confiderable   C[uantity   of  milk* 
During  the  time  1  fpent  among  them,  which 
'was  eight  days  (becaufe,  the  mimofas  being  in 
full  bloffom,  I  found  thereon  many  infeds  and 
birds),  fome  followed  me  to  the  chace  with  a 
view  of  rendering  me  any  little  fervice  in  their 
power,  and  others  rah  every  where  about  the 
neighbourhood  to  procure  me    infeds.     On 
my  part,  I  made  it  my  duty  and  a  pleafure 
to  oblige  them.      My  markfmen   went   out 
to  hunt  for  them  rhinocerofes  and  elephants ; 
and   though  they  were  hot  able,  during  my 
whole    ftay,    to   get  near  one   of  thefe   (hy 
animals,   they  killed   nearly  a  fcore  of  ante- 
lopes, and  feveral  buffaloes,  the  greater  part  of 
which  were  given  up  to  the  horde.     The  buf- 
faloes were  exadly  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe 
we  had  Jcilled  on  the  eaftern  coaft.     They 

were 
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were  ocily  much  larger ;  but  their  flefh  being 
leaner  was  lefs  delicate. 

My  own  excurfiona  alfo  proved  fuccefsful ; 
and  I  found  for  my  cblleftion  two  rare  fpecies 
of  birds.  One  of  them  was  the  roller,  known 
under  the  name  of  the  Senegal  roller;  the 
other  the  rofe-coloured  bee-eater,  called  the 
Nubian  bee- eater.  By  adding  to  the  denomi-. 
nation  of  thefe  birds  the  name  of  the  country 
where  they  are  found,  naturalifts^  doubtlefs, 

did  not  me^n  to  aflert  that  they  exift  no  where 

•  •  -  — 

elfej  but  it  was  there  probably  they  were 
firft  difcovered,  though,  like  many  others 
which  bear  the  names  of  countries,  they  may 
be  met  with  in  a  different  part  of  the  globe. 

Buffaloes  were  fo  common  in  this  diftridt, 
that  they  came  and  fed  quietly  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  my  camp ;  but,  when  we  attempted 
to  approach  them,  they  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  retired  to  the  woods.  This  fufpi- 
cious  and  haggard  animal  carefully  avoids  dan- 
ger,^  and  it  is  only  when  attacked  and  obliged  to 
defend  himielf  that  he  feems  to  be  fenfible  of 
the  immenfe  (IrengtK  which  nature  has  be*- 

.flowed  upon  him. 

^      With 
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W5;th  regard  to  giraffes,  noae  now  exift 
m  this  diftria,  t)r  in  thofe  I  had  quitted.  A 
few  old  men^  however,  aflured  me  that  in  their 
youth  they  had  feen  fome  here ;  and,  from  the 
defcription  they  gave  of  them,  it  appeared  as 
if  they  fpoke  truth.  I  do  not  know  why  the* 
cafe  is  different  at'prefent ;  but  I  conclude  from 
the  cireumftancc,  that,  if  there  are  animals 
which  occupy  a  great  latitude  of  country, 
there  are  others  that  can  live  only  in  a  very 
narrow  zone. 

What  principaHy  engaged  the  attention  of 
my  Kabobiqua  horde  was  a  dread  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  From  morning  to  night  I  heard  them 
pronounce  nothing  but  the  word  Houzouana. 
If  they  defired  my  interpreters  to  fay  any  thing 
to  me,  it  always  related  to  the  hoflilities  or 
robberies  of  thefe  people. 

That  adiye  nation,  more  dreaded  than  they 
ought  to  be,  had  an  eflabliftimcnt  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  twenty  leagues  towards  the 
riortti,  and  occupied  a  chain  of  mountains  ex* 
tending  from  north  to  eaft.    As  the  barr^nnefs 

of   the  foil  which   they  poGTefTed  prevented 

>' 

them   from   forming  regular   and   numerous 

hordes,  they   -divided   themfelves   inro   fmall 

Vol.  III.  1  bodies, 
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bodies,  more  or  lefs  confiderable,  accordiiig  tq 
places  and  circumftances ;,  and,  as  the  fame 
caufe  often  reduced  theiji  to  a  great  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  they  made  incurfions  into  the  terri- 
tories of  their  neighbours,  and  carried  off  theif 
'flocks.  Thefe  plunderers,  living  by  rapine, 
are  fo  much  feared  in  the  whole  neighbours- 
hood  on  accQunt  of  their  yajour,  th^t  a  ft w  of 
them  are  fufficiejit  to  put  to  flight  a  swhole 
horde  of  two  hundred  m^sa  completely  ^rqned ; 
and  if  the  party  who  have  been  robb(?d  fpU.ow 
them,  when  they  retire  with  their  booty,  it  is 
ratjher  to  aflTure  themfejves  of  tjieir  retreat  th^q, 
to  attack  thrill.  . 

The  Kabqbii^ua  horde  itfelf>  though  be- 
longing to  a  natiori  more  warlike  than  any  of 
the  other  tribes  around,  were  equally  timi4 
in,  regard  to  the  Hou3!;ouanas.  Taught  frorq 
their  infancy  to  confider  them  a§  formidable, 
they  thought  refiftancc  ufelefs,  and  took  nq 
precautions  to  enable  them  eitjier  to  prevent 
or  repel  their  attacks. 

They  had,  however|  recently  concluded  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  neartifl:  divifion ;  and, 
in  order  tp  ^nfure  tranquillity,  had  engaged  to 
pay  them  annually  a  ce|:tain  number  of  cattle. 
'    ^  .       '       •  Thi§. 
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This  bears  fomc  refemblance  to  a  commence- 
mcnt  of  civilization  j  but  thefe  fhameful  and 
humiliating  conditions  were  broken  almoft  as 
foon  as  concluded.  The  Houzouanas  of  the 
more  diftant  divifions  pretended,  that  the  Ka- 
bobiquas  had  not  entered  into  the  treaty  with- 
out a  view  to  advantage  ;  and  that  they  would 
confequently  continue  their  hoftilities  and  de- 
predations. Even  the  party  which  had  ac- 
cepted the  peace  was  fuppofed  to  countenance 
their  incurfioqs,  to  inform  them  of  the  moft 
favourable  moments,  and  to  (hare  in  the 
fruits  of  thefe  plundering  expeditions. 

Thus  every  thing  confpires  to  prove  what 
man  is  in  the  folitary  ftate,  and  what  he  is 
deftined  to  become  when  he  begins  to  com- 
bine  in  groupes,  and  to  feel  on  all  fides  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  fellow  men. 

When  the  chief  faw  the  efFe<3:  of  my  fufees, 
and  was  fenfible  how  far  fuch  arms  rendered 
me  fuperior  to  his  enemies,  he  endeavoured  to 
animate  me  againft  them,  and  to  intereft  me 
in  his  quarrel.  Defirous  of  being  acquainted 
with  and  vifiting  that  nation,  I  often  inter- 
rogated him  refpeding  it,  and  requefted  in-  . 
fprmation  j  but  he  anfwered  all  my  queftions 

I  z  .         cither  ' 
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cither  by  advice  or  complaints,  the  yifiblc  ^Ot 
tention  of  which  was  to  irritate  me  againft  i^. 

He  apprehended,  however,  on  the  othe;: 
hand,  that  afterwards,  when  I  fhould  be  gone, 
the  Houzouanas  might  come  ?ind  v^reak  thei^ 
vengeance  9n  his  horde,  for  haying  dire£led| 
me  to  their  refidence,  and  armed  me  aeainft 
them.  Accordingly,  employing  my  interpre- 
ters, fometimes  to  infpire  me  with  an  enve- 
nomed  hatred  againft  thefe  plunderers,  and 
fometimes  to  advife  me  not  to  advance  farther, 
his  mind  feemed  to.  be  continually  at  variance 
with  itfelf.  He  was  ignorant  that  thp  Afferent 
tribes  through  whofe  territories  I  had  paffecf 
fpoke  to  me  of  them  vvith  the  fame  terrori  and 
that  all  his  difcourfe  produced  no  other  effedt 
than  to  increafe  my  defire  of  knowing  them. 

With  my  numerous  caravan,  piy  diftar^t 
and  frequept  hunting  excurfions,  and  the 
multiplicity  of  my  riofturnal  fires,  I  could 
not  remain  long  unknown  to  fo  wandering 
a  people.  I  entertained  no  doubt  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  their  roving,  they  muft  already  have 

obferved  me ;  and  that  if  they  had   not  yet 

. .      *  "         •  ■       .     .  •     .  • 

Ihown  themfelves,  it  was   becaufe  the  noife 

I  :  ■  ,  .'  '  .  •  •    • 

of  my  fire-arms,  which  refounded  night  and 

I  day. 
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day,  iiad  disked  their  iticlltiAtioh  to  attack 


me. 


What  they  wfere  to  the  Kabobiquas,  I  was 
to  them  ;  and  this  ftate  bf  teirror  into  which 
they  were  thrbwh  gavd  tne  no  little  uneafi- 
hefs ;  befcaiife,  by  keeping  them  it  a  diftance, 
it  prevented  me  from  having  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  them.  Whatever  fuperiority  the 
bature  &£  itty  arms  might  give  me,  I  had  no 
intention  of  abufihg  it ;  every  fpecies  of  in-r 
fult  being  contrary  to  my  principles.  To  exe- 
cute the  plan  of  travels  I  had  formed  required 
many  friends  ;  I  had  every  where  endeavour- 
ed fo  to  adl  as  to  procure  them  j  and  I  was 

r 

fully  convinced  that  the  Houzouanas,  fo  much 
drestded  and  fo  much  decried,  would  be 
equally  among  the  number. 

My  people,  however,  were  of  a  different . 
opinion.    By  my  converfations  with  the  chief, 
they  leariied  my  defign  ;  for,  as  I  was  obliged 
to  employ  four  different  interpreters,  it  could 
be  no  fecret. 

When  it  was  known  through  the  camp,  I 
obferved  fymptoms  of  univerfal  alarm;    the 

men.  and   womisn  talked  to  each  other  with 

«.  <■ 

apparent  uneafinefs  ;   and  the  different  tribes 

1 3  alTembled 
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affem]3led  and  held  coiiferenees  together.-^ 
Though  I  underftood  nothing  of  their  dif- 
Gourfe,  the  myfterious  manner  in  which  they 
conduced  themfelves,  and  the  reftlefs  air  of 
their  countenances,  announced  a  ftorm,  or,  in 
oher  words,  that  a  confpiracy  w^s  on  the 
jx)int  of  burfting  out. 

The  Nimiquas,  being,  the  moft  timid,  were 
the  firft  to  explain  their  fehtiments ;  and,  on. 
my  part,  I  had  reafon  to  be  glad  that  the  plot 
began  to  fhew  itfclf  by  the  declaration  of  thefe 
poltroons,  deftitute  alike  of  fpirit  and^energy-. 
They  came  to  inform  me,  that  they  would 
neither  confent  to  enter  a  country  of  which 
node  of  my  company  had   any  knowledge, 
nor  expofe   themfelve$  to  the   attacks   of  a 
nation  which  every  other  nation  held  in  hor- 
ror  ;  and  that  they  would  confequently  leave 
:ine,  if  I  perfifted  in  my  refolution. 

I  made  to  their  fpecch  no  other  reply  than 
by  a  burft  of  laughter ;  and,  taking  them  at 
their  word,  gave  them  leave  to  depart  that 
moment,  well  aflured  that  they  had  not  the  coji- 
rage  to  put  their  threat  in  execution:  becaufe, 
in  order  to  return,  they  had  to  traverfe  coun- 
tries infefted,  by  the  Bofhmcn,  through  which 

they 
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they  would  never  veiitiife  to  pais  alone.  They 
were  cotripelledj^  therefore,  to  remain  under 
my  protection,  arid  by  their  exceffive  eow- 
drdice  wete  f educed  to  thenecefRty  of  fufFer- 
ing  thenifelves  to  be  conduced  wherever  I 
might  choofe  to  lead  them,  '  The  cafe  was 
precifely  the  fame  With  all  their  companions. 

Each  band^  however,  came  to  notify  their 
departure  j  but,  when  they  ought  to  have  fe- 
parated  from  me,  none  of  them  durft  move. 
So  great  was  their 'terror,  that  had  they  even 
been  advanced  on  their  journey,  leaving  the 
Houzouanas  behind  them,  they  would  ftill 
hav?  been  afraid  of  being  attacked  by  thefe 
.  people. 

My  Cape  Hottentots,  though  equally  cow- 
?trdly,  concealed  their  timidity  with  more  art : 
but  refpeding  them  I  had  other  caufes  of  un- 
eafinefs.  Accuftomed  to  an  indolent  life  in 
the  colonies,  ami  continually  regretting  the 
lofs .  of  certain  conveniences  of  which  they 
found  themfelves  deprived,  they  were  by  no 
means  calculated  for  enduring  fatigues  fimilar 
to  thbfe  which  it  wasneceffary  for  us  to  fup- 
port.  Their  health  was  affeded  by  the  dif- 
ference of  the  climate  into  which  they  had 
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been  removed ;  and  if  I  had  not  taken  tlie 
precaution  to  make  a  long  flay  at  each  of 
the  ftations  where  I  halted,  they  would  noi 
have  been  able  to  perform  the  joarney,  and 
muft  one  after  another  have  penOied  on  the 
way. 

This  new  plan' alarmed  them  more  than  any 
preceding  one:  but,  as  they  pofleffed  a  great- 
^  er  fhare  of  acutenefs  than  their  CQmrades^  acKi 
were  confequently  lefs  free. and  open,  they 
had  addrefs  enough  to  conceal  their  pufillani* 
mity  under  the  moft  fpecious  pretences.     To 
fpeak  to  me  of  the  Honzouanas  would  have 
been  imprudently  betraying  tbemfelves  ;  th^ey 
did   not.  even  fo  much  as   pronounce   their 
name ;  but,  affeding  to  fhew  themfelvcs  good 
fathers  and  good   hufbands,  .they  reminded 
me,  with  feigned  tendernefs,  of  their  wives 
and   children,   whom  they    would    perhaps 
have  beaten  had  they  been  near  them.  ^  They 
talked  alfo  of  their  fatigues  and  their  health  • 
and,  above  all,  of  the  local  and  particular  ob- 
ftacles  which  would  arife  in  the  execution  of 
myprojed.    - 

Could  I  have  believed  the  people  of  the  horde^ 
I  had  indeed  to  traverfe  a  defert  which  woukl 

require 
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mjuire  d  journey  of  five  days,  and  in  which  I 
fliould  find  no  kind  of  food  or  refrefliment, 
either  for  my  people  or  mj -animals  j  not  the 
ftnalleft  trace  of  vegetation  ;  not  even  vegeta- 
tive earth.  It  was  only,  they  faid,  a  vaft 
ocean  of  fand,  where  it  was  impoffible  to  move 
one  ftep  without  finking  up  to  the  knees ; 
and  this  fand,  moveabk  and  as  light  as  duft» 
was  fo  fine  that  we  fhotild  run  the  rifk  of  be- 
ing fmothered  upon  occafion  of  the  leafl 
wind,  if  w€  did  not  perifh  by  thirft,  hunger, 
fatigue^  and  diftrefs,  before  we  had  accom- 
pliflied  half  the  way. 

This  difcouraging  intelligence  was  con- 
firmed, in  appearance,  by  the  conduft  of  the 
Kabobiquas  themfelves.  Notwithftanding  the 
requeft  of  their  chief,  notwithftanding  the 
temptation  of  the  prefents  I  offered  them,  not 
a  fingle  individual  of  the  horde  would  confent 
to  ferve  me  as  a  guide.  This  refufal,  how- 
ever,  did  not  alarm  me.  Whatever  terrifying 
afpedt  it  wore,  I  afcribed  it  to  the  fear  with 
which  thefe  defpicable  poltroons  were  pof- 
fefled,  that,  by  confenting,  they  fhould  certainly 
deliver  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  Ht)u- 
^  20uana8.     The  more  they  perfifted  in  reprc- 

fenting 
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fenting  the  coui^try  as  extra^rdinarj,  the  mori 
was  I  inflamed  with  a^  defire  of  vifiting  it.  t 
faw  there,  in  my  mind's  eye,  new  obje^s  of 
natural  Nhiftory,  difcoveries  of  importance  to' 
commerce  ;  and  I  fuppofed  that  it  would  fur* 
nifh  me  with  details  proper  to  awaken  qurio- 
flty,  and  the  more  fmgular  as  no  one  before 
me  had  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing  acquainted  with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  frightful  accounts  that 
had  been  given  me^  1  faw  nothing  in  them 
but  exaggerated  tales,  which,  paffing  fuccef- 
fively  through  the  mouths  of  my  different  iri- 
terpreters,  were  eiilargfed  in  proportion  to  the 
fear  of  each.  And  after  all,  as  the  HoUzou- 
anas  advanced  as  far  as  the  horde  to  plunder 
it,  I  might  as  well  go  to  them,,  as  fuffer  theih 
to  come  to  me :  there'  was  no  more  danger  in 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 

I  confefs,  however,  that  what  I  had  heard 
refpediing  the  nature  of  the  foil  did  not  appear 
to  be  entirely  void  of  foundation.  In  the 
courfe  of  my  journey  to  the  habitation  of  the 
Sandal-bearers,  when  I  turned  towards,  the 
wood  I  found  the  ground  (o  thickly  covered 
with  a  greyifh  duft,  that  it  concealed  not  only 

the 
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the  folly  but  even  the  grals  and  the  pebbles. 
This  un€Oi!nnu)a  phenomeuon  ftruck  me  too 
inuch  not  to  be  ol?ferved  with  attention,  and 
it  brought  to  my  mind  certain  accounts  which 
I  had  formerly  read,  and  gave  rife  to  reflec- 
tions, the  refult  of  which  appeared  to  mein-r 
terelling.  ^         ^ 

According  to  the  learned  traveller  Haflelquift, 
"  there  is  np  country  in  the  world,  if  we  ex- 
*f  cept  Pdand,  that  contains  in  its  bofom  fuch 
^  a  large  quantity  of  common  fak  as.  Egypt^ 
**  The  bottom  of  the  foil  is  fcarcely  compofed 
**  of  any  thing  elfe  than  ihountains  of  it ...  If 
<*  pits  be  dug  at  certain  diftances,  they  yield  a 
*^  reddifh  fait,  mi^ed  with  calcareous  earth,, 
"  called  by  the  Egyptians  of  the  prefent  day 
*'  natron .  .  •  They  confider  wells  of  frelh  water 
**  as  a  miracle  . . .  Without  the  affiftance  of  the 
"Nile,   Egypt   would  be  uninhabitable;  as, 
f*  from  the  fame  caufe,,^  is  a  -part  of  Eaftern 
**  Arabia . . .  Even   the  blackeft  foil,  contains 
abundance  of  faline  particles ;  as  is  proved, 
every  morning  before  fun-rife,  by  the  quan- 
"  tity  of  white  fait  with  which  the  furface  of 
"  it  is  covered,  almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as 
*'  one  fees  in  Sweden,  in  the  end  of  autumn. 
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**  thfe  earth  covered  with  hoar  froft,  6r  a  tiiiri 
••  coat  of  Ihow."  The  author  adds,  "  A  foil 
•*  impregnated  iffrith  fait  muft  produce  falfugi- 
"  nous  plants ;  and,  inclced,^fuch  ate  found  ia 
•*  Egypt^  and  in  greater  number  than  in  any 
^  other  part  of  the  Levant." 

Egypt  is  fituited  on  the  north  fide  of  thd 
tropic  of  Cancer,  and  I  foufad  myfelf  near 
that  of  Capricorn  ;  that  is  to  fay,  at  the  fame! 
diftance  from  the  equator.  What  Haflelquifl: 
.  had  taught  me  refpeding  the  northern  part  of 
Africa^  I  found  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  fouth« 
efn'  under  the  fame  latitude,  which  ftrucfc 
me  with  afloniihment.  I  wondered  why 
nature  prefented  fuch  an  evident  refemblancd 
in  two  countries j  dijflaht  almoft  twelve  hun- 
dred leagues,  though  lying  under  the  fame! 
parallels* 

I  am  no  chemift,  and  I  have  often  had  ot^ 
cafion  to  regret  my  deficiency  in  that  refpedl* 
It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  in  travellers  every 
branch  of  ufeful  knowledge  were  united;  but 
each  is  generally  diredted  in  his  ftudies  by  a 
tafte  fo  predominant  as  almoft  to  exclude  every 
other  ;  and,  as  a  naturalift,  I  had  abandoned 
myfelf  entirely  to  the  animal  kingdom.  Every. 

thing, 
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t}ung,  I^owever,  had  fhe^^n  mej  without  being^ 
a  chemift,  the  fame  immenfe  quantity  of  com<? 
Vfion  fait  bc^e  which  Haflfelquift  obferved  in 
Egypt;  and  I  thought  even  that  I  began  tq 
find  alfo  natroq, 

In  advancing  from  the  Gape^  I  had  conftantljr 
Remarked,  that  the  water,  which  at  firft  was  a 
little  brackiih,  became  mof e  and  more  impregr 
pated  y^jth  fait  z^  I  approached  towards  ther 
equator,  IJothing  was  fo  uncommon  as  wa- 
tpr  perfecfUy  fweet  j  for  even  the  torrents  were 
confid^r^bly  ^tiih«  Scarcely  hac^  a  poo]  bieen 
heated  by  the  fun,  when  I  faw  formed  upon  4 
a  cruft  of  hard  cry  ftalli^e^  fait*    Everything 

s 

^as  fait,  (he  pl^n^s  qot  excepted ;  and  accord^ 
iqg  as  the  ftriifture  qf  their  fibres  was  more 
qr  lefs  favourable  to  the  infiltration  of  fait, 
<;ach  of  them  was  more  or  lefs  acrid 

-^mong  the  falfuginou?  plaqts  of  Egypt^^ 
^affelquift  reckons  falt-wprt,  and  particu- 
Ifirly  feveral  kinds  of  cheoopodium*  and  mc- 
i(pmbryantbemum  j: ;  and  thefe  vegetables  arc 
indigenous  ajfo  iq  the,  fouthem  part  qf  Africa, 


*  "Gotfe-foot. 
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jind  very  abundant,  efpecially  in  the  country 
pf  the  Kabobiquas. 

In  fine,  we  are  informed  by  all  travellers, 
that  the  Egyptians,  notwithftanding  the  falu- 
brity  of  their  climate,  are  fiibjeft  to  blindnefs  j 
a  melancholy  infirmity,  Which  muft  be  prin- 
cipally afcribed  to  the  faline  duft  which  is  fo 
frequently  driven  into  their  eyes  by  the  wind  : 
and  th^re  were  alfo  many  blind  pcrfons  in  the 
countries  of  which  I  fpeak.  I  faw  none  any 
where  elfe ;  whereas  all  the  inhabitants  here 
were  more  or  lefs  affected  with  a  -diforder  of 
the  eyes.  •      *      v 

This  ftriking  refemblancc  between  two  coun- 
tries, feparated  by  the  whole  briadth  of  the 
torrid  zone,  could  not  fail  to  excite  my  curio- 
fity.  I  conjedured  that  the  duft  with  which 
I  faw  the  plain  covered  was  natron ;  I  ima-? 
gined  that  I  fhbuld  find  ftill  more  as  I  advan- 
ced farther  into  the  country  j  and  the  foil 
without  vegetatioli,  0^  which  the  Sandal-bearer^ 
had  fpoken,  ftretigthened  this  conjefture,  and 
added  one  motive  more  to  thofe  I  already  felt 
fpr  carrying  my  intended  projedl  into  execution. 

The  oppofitipQ  ipft^e  to  it  by  my  people 

preferitecj 
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prelfented  nptbin^  to  roy  view  capable  of  fuC- 
pending  it.  Acduftomcd  to  their  petty  infur- 
Tc^ion^  I  was  no  way  intimidated;  upd  { 
Jaughied  equally  at  the  obje^iions  and  furly  dit» 
contei^t  of-fome.  as  at  the  cowardice  and  doler 
ful  lamentations  of  others. 

For  the  mamentj  I  con{idered.my,  Hottentots 
poly  as  children,  who  whine  and  cry  when  they 
jare  &parated  from  their  nurfe.  Since  it  had 
become  a  part  of  my  plan,  to  be  accompanied 
and  announced  by  the  favagies  of  one  horde 
to  tl^ofe  o^  another,  they^  were  the  part  of  my 
company  with  which  I  cwld  beft  difpenfe^ 
T|iif  plan  was  indee4;i^  es^fy  and  fo  econo* 
ftiical,  and  my  Cape  Hottpntots  were  now  fo  ' 
iiielefe  and  even  fo  burdeafome,  that  I  per- 
haps flioujjd  have  congratulated  myfelf  upoa 
being  rid  of  them.  ;    . 

Befides*.  the  manner  in  which  I  now  travel* 
Jed  required  neither  fo  many^  people  nor  the 
fame  preparation*  I  had  commenced  my  jour- 
pey  with  waggons:  a  method  that  was  attend- 
ed with  numberlefs  inconveniencles. 

Independently  of  accidents  and  delays,  which 
they  too  often  occafioned,  and  of  the  impofli- 
bility  of  repairing  them  in  cafe  they  fliould 

♦  • 
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break,  a  cotjfiderable  aad  fuperfluous  expeace 
was  neceflary  to  fupport  them  and  to  keep 
them  ia  motioa.  They  required  a  provifion 
of  tools  and  of  iroa ;  a  great  number  of  men 
to  conduct  them  and  to  look  after  the  cattle ; 
and,  above  all,  double  relays--^an  objedk  attend- 
ed with  much  coft,  and  extremely  diflScuh  to 
be  procured  ;  becaufe,  at  a  certain  diftance  from 
the  colonies,  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  cattle  ready 
grained  for  the  draught  I  have  already  men-^ 
tioned  with  how  much  trouble  and  difliculty 
I  was  able  to  procure,  among  the  fnowy 
mountains  of  Caqnis,  a  few  wretched  oxen, ' 
which  I  foon  faw  perifli  on  the  road  without 
being  of  any  ufe  to  mc. 

When  I  kft  my  camp  on  the  banks  of 
Grange-River,  \  had  been  particularly  an- 
xious to  be  aflured  whether  it  would  be  poC- 
fible  for  my  carriages  to  follow  me  in  my  fu- 
ture  courfe.  I  alfo  propofed  to  myfelf  to 
founds  in  fome  meafure,  different  favage  na- 
tions, to  try  their  charafter,  and  endeavour  to 
learn  how  far  I  could  truft  myfelf  to  them, 
and  rely  on  their  afliftance.  The  knowledge 
of  thefe  two  points  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
enable  me  to  continue  my  journey :  without 

it 
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It  t  ecutd  hope  for  no  fuccefs  ;  and  I  fhoul4 
perhaps  have  been  flopped  at  the  very  firft 
ftep. 

My  fecond  trial  had  anfwetcd  to  my  wifhes* 
Wherever  I  went,  I  found  friends,  and  met 
with  trufty  men,  who  condu&ed  me  from  one 
horde  to  another,  and  whofe  fervice  and  aid  I 
purchafed  for  mere  trifles.  Free  as  the  air,  I 
depended  on  no  one.  The  people  thus  ac- 
quired, oppofcd  to  my  will  neither  diflSlcultics, 
delay,  nor  refufal ;  and  every  thing  fcemed  to 
announce  to  me  that  I  might  tcaverfp  all 
Africa. 

With  regard  to  my  waggons,  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  them*  In  proportion  as  you  ad- 
vance from  the  colonies  towards  the  tropic, 
the  country  becomes  more  and  more  rugged 
and  uneven.  Nothing  is  feen  on  all  fides  but 
mountains  and  rocks,  the  defiles  of  which  are 
for  the  mofl  part  as  fleep  as  precipices,  and 
confequently  impaflable  for  wheel-carriages. 

I  faw  myfelf  reduced,  therefore,  to  the  ne* 
ccflity  of  travelling  with  oxen  of  burden-— a 
method  much  lefs  embarrafling  and  infinitely 
more  economical  j  fince,  by  requiring  fewer  cat- 
tle, I  had  no  need  to  carry  with  me  uiclefs  re- 
Vou  UL  K  layftj 
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lays  *y  and  at  the  fame,  time  I  y^as  certain  of 
every  where  finding  fuch  as  I  had  occafion 
for. 

In   confequence   of  my   plan  to  vifit  the 
Houzouanas,  I  had  ftill  a  third  trial  to  make; 
As  hone  of  the  Sandal -bearers  would  ferve  me 
as  guides,  the  means  in  which  I  confided,  and 
which  had  hitherto  fucceeded,  of  keeping  up  a 
communication  from  one   horde  to  another 
fuddenly  failed  me.    Their  refufal  interrupted 
the  chain  of  my  correfpondence  ;  and  I  was 
obliged  to  devife  fc^ne  method  of  fupplying 
this  want,  and  of  re-eftablifliing  it  myfelf.     If 
I   (hould  be  able  to  make  my  way  without 
them  to  the  people  whom  they   had  painted 
to  me   in  colours  fo  black,  and  if  I  fhould 
fucceed  in  conciliating  their  frieridfhip,  I  had 
nothing  more  to  fear :  there   was  np  natioa 
with  which  I  might  not  hope  to  become  ac- 
quainted ;    atid   the  end   and  objed   of  my 
journey  would  thus  be  previoufly  enfured. 

My  excurfion  to  the  Houzouanas,  however, 
could  be  only  of  Ihort  duration;  and  it  was  even 
become  impoffible  forme  to  proceed  beyond  that 
nation.  As  I  had  propofed  to  quit  my  camp  at 
Orange-River  but  for  a  few  months,  I  had  taken 

with 
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Ip^rlth  m«  a  fmall  quantity  only  of  merchandife, 
which  was  much  leflened  by  circumftances, 
and  almoft  entirety  exhaufted.  And  what 
hope  could  I  have  of  gaining  friends^  when  I 
had  no  longer  prefents  to  make  them  ? 

I  know  that  the  difpofition  of  the  fayage  is 
naturally  good  ;  that  is  to  fay^  he  will  do  in- 
jury to  no  individual,  if  that  individual  does 
no  injury  to  him  i  and  perhaps  even  gratuitous 
fervicesniay.be  obtained  from  him,  for  in- 
tereft  is  by  no  means  his  ruling  paffion.  If 
he  defire  with  avidity  the  objects  that  are 
Ihewn  him,  it  is  rather  through  childiQi  curicv- 
fity  than  any  real  want.  Neverthelefs,  we 
myft  not  exped  to  receive  every  kind  of 
afliftance,  unlefs  we  hold  out  to  him  the  at- 
tra<^ion  of  reward. 

m 

Another  reafon  which  urged  me  to  haftea 
my  return  to  Orange-River,  was  the  date  in 
which  I  had  left  my  camp.  My  giraffe,  ex- 
pofed  upon  flakes,*  might  fpoil ;  my  collec- 
tions, the  fruit  of  eleven  months  labour,  ran 
the  fame  rifk  ;  and  I  had  to  expeft  froni 
Swanepoel  more  good-will  thap  real  care.  By 
committing  to  his  charge  the  general  infpec- 
tion  of  my  caravan,  I  had  afligned  to  him  an 
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employment  which  ^  fultcd  to  his  age,  requured 
but  little  fatigue.  He  was  accufkomed  to  this^ 
kiadiiye  kind  of  \\£e ;  for,  when  he  had  fwept 
my  tent,  and  made  my  co&e  or  my  tea,  he 
conceived  himfelf  to  have  difcharged  the  di> 
ties  of  the  whole  day. 

In  /uch  a  charader,  I  had  fittle  reaibn 
to  expert  that  aflivity  which  would  be  re- 
quired to  keep  my  camp  in  order  during 
my  .long  abfence.^  Befides,  who  could  infure 
the  life  of  an  old  man  t  And,  even  if  be  fhould 
only  be  fick,  what  caufe  (hould  I  have  for 
alarm  refpefting  the  fruits  ©f  fo  much  labour  J 

In  the  midft  of  this  perplexity,  aild  thefe 
wavering  determinations,  occafioned  by  the 
uncertainty  of  the  means  to  carry  them  intt^ 
execution,  I  refolved  to  confult  my  faithful 
Klaas.  When  under  embarrafling  circum- 
ftances,  this  worthy  Hottentot  was  generally 
my  counfellor;  and  I  always  found  that  he 
poflefled  a  fhare  of  good  fenfe  equal  to  his  at- 
tachment and  courage.  I,  therefore,  commu- 
nicated to  him  my  reflexions,  my  new  plans,, 
and  told  him  the  difficulties  as  well  as  the 
hopes  with  which  I  forefaw  they  would  be  at- 
tended. 

He 
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He  liftened  with  great  attention  ;  and.  then, 
I  ftriking  his  band  againft  mine^  fakl,  that  h^ 
agreed  wifth  me  refpeCting  my  new  arrange* 
meat,  and  particularly  my  de%n  of  traveHing  ia 
&ture  with  oxen  of  burden  only.  "  With  re- 
^  gard,"  added  he,  **  to  your  defire  of  paying  a 
"  vifitto  the  Hcuzouana^,  I  have  no  occaiion  to 
*'  aflTure  you  I  am  ready  this  inftant  to  depart. 
•*  You  know  that,  wherever  you  may  choofe  • 

to  go,  Klaas  will  foHow  you  faithfully  and 

wkh  pleafure  j  but  if  you  think  it  neceflary, 
**  as  I  do,  to  have  a  few  tri^fty  perlbns  along 
**  v^ith  u^  I  can  anfwer  for  five  of  my  com— 
**  rades,  upon  whom  you  may  i:ely,  even  to 
**  death,  as  firmly  as  you  may  upon  me." 

This  plx>Ce{lation  of  attachment  from  a  man 
of  ap{R'0Yed  zeal^and  the  aflurance  he  ,gave 
me  of  the  courage  and  refolution  of  his  com- 
rades, afforded  ;ne  fo  much  titisfadion,  that, 
in  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  joy,  I  was  almoft 
tempted  to  difmifs  all  thofe  who  were  of  no 
life  to  me,  and  to  fet  out  that  very  moment, 
A  return  of  refiedlion^  however,  checked  me  5 
I  faw  that  the  delay  of  half  a  day  would  be 
of  advantage  to  make  preparation.  I  confe- 
<juently   put  off  my  departure  till  the   next 

K  3  morning  • 
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morning ;  and,  giving  orders  to  the  five  men 
recommended  by  Klaas  to  hold  themfelves  in 
readinefs  to  ftart  early,  I  declared  to  the  reft 
that  I  would  leave  them  matters  of  their  con- 
dnO: ;  but  that  I  viras  ready,  neverthelefs,  to 
admit  into  my  company  fuch  as  might  have' 
the  courage  to  foliov^r  me* 

My  new  plan  was  to  vifit  the  Houzouanas, 
and  to  return  to  my  camp  at  Orange-River,* 
not  by  the  route  I  had  purfued  in  coming  hi-^ 
ther,  but  by  any  other  which  might  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted .  with 
new  hordes.  When  I  arrived  at  the  camp,  I 
intended  to  refume  my  waggons,  to  procec4 
by  a  different  road  to  the  Cape,  where  I  meant 
to  leave  them,  and  to  begin,  at  a  better  chofen 
period  and  only  with  oxen  of  burden,  a  third 
journey,'  in  which  I  expefled  more  fuccefs 
than  in  my  fecond ;  and  which  I  was  deiirous 
of  undertaking  through  the  countries  fituated 
6n  the  eaft  of  the  Camis, 
•  To  execute  this  plan,  I  forefaw  that  I  fhould 
have  occafion  for  the  fervices  of  the  Houzou- 
anas  ;  and  on  that  account  I  was  anxious  tq 
put  them  to  the  teft,  and  endeavour  to  fecurq 
iheir  friendftiip.     Befides,  my  new  mode  of 
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travelling,  lighter  as  well  as  more  commodi-- 
oiis,  and  at  the  fame  time  lefs  tedious,  feemed 
likely- to  furnifli  me  with  more  abundant  re- 
fources,  and  to  facilitate  difcoveries,  with  the 
hopes  of  which  my  imagination  was  already 
enchanted.  . 

At  break  of  day,  my  whole  caravan  was  in 
readinefs  to  depart.  During  the  night,  the 
Greater  Nimiquas  held  a  council  together,  and, 
as  I  forefaw,  refol ved  to  accompany  me,  not 
through  courage  or  attachment,  but  from  mere 
coi^ardice,  and  a  dread  of  being  attacked  by 
the  Boflimcn,  if  they  attempted  to  return 
without  an  efcoit. 

My  Hottentots,  who  thought  themfelves 
much  fuperior to  the  Greater  Nimiquas,  and  who 
were  afliamed  to  appear  lefscourageous,afie£ted 
to  (hew  ftill  more  ardour;  and  their  example 
induced  .the  reft  of  the  company  to  imitate 
them.  My  Koraquas,  Kaminouquas,  Lefler 
Nimiquas,  and  the  people  of  Bafter's  horde, 
all  vied  with  each  other  in  eagemefs  to  be  of 
the  party,  and  each  ftrove  who  fhould  fliew 
the  greateft  impatience  to  depart.  The^  San- 
dal-bearers, whofe  accounts  had  excited  fo 
much  terror,  were  now  obgeCts  of  laughter ; 

K  4  they 
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they  became  the  fubjed  of  univerfal  ridicule  ; 
Aii^  it  was  faid,  that  th^y  had  refufed  to  ac^ 
company  me,  becaufe  they  were  afraid  to  wet 
Or  fpoil  their  fandals. 

Before  I  thought  of  departing,  I  took  care 
to  get  from  them  fuch  information  as  they  were 
$hle  to  give  me  refpeding  the  route  I  ought 
to  purfue.  They  told  me  that,  after  march* 
ing  a  day  or  two  towatds  the  north,  I  ihould 
find  a  vaft  plain  terminated  on  the  eaft  by  a 
chain  of  mountains ;  that  I  mud  crofs  this 
plain ;  and  that  among  the  rocka  of  t)ie  moun^ 
tains  I  ihould  find  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Houzouanas  of  whom  they  had  fpoken. 

Agreeably  to  thefe  inftrui^ions  I  proceeded 
towards  the  eaft;  and  we  halted  about  noon  on 
the  borders  of  a  fait  lake,  in  which  we  found 
a  cryftallized  fheet  of  fait.  It  had  probably 
been  formed  and  had  floated  at  the  furface  $ 
but  the  ftorm,  a  few  days  before,  had  carried 
thither  fo  much  rain,  that  it  was  now  deprefTed, 
and  fituated  between  the  two  waters. 

While  my  people  were  fitting  on  the  bank 
of  this  lake,  getting  ready  for  dinner,  they  ob- 
fbrved  four  men,  at  a  diftance,  croffing  the 
plain.    At  ^his  fight  they  were  almoft  petrified 

with 
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with  terror ;  they  cried  out  immediately  tha« 
they  were  Houzouanaa;  and,  though  they 
were  themfelves  ten  or  twelve  to  one,  they 
were  alrieady  afraid  of  being  attacked.  The 
courage  difplayed  in  the  morning  vaniflied  ia 

4 

an  inftant ;  the  whole  company  fuddenly  loft: 
their  appetite ;  and  I  know  not  what  n^ight 
have  been  the  confequence  of  this  general 
alarm,  had  not  Klaas  haftened  a8  expeditiouity 
as  poilible  to  infcrrm  me  of  what  was  paffing. 

Having  applied  my  perfpe<aive  glafs  to  my 
ejt^  to  examine  the  four  ftrangers,  I  perceived 
them  to  be  men  apparently  of  an  extraordinary 
iize ;  whereas  the  Houzouanas,  according  to 
the  account  which  I  had  heard,  were  little 
better  than  pigmies,  not  exceeding  at  moft 
fovtx  feet  and  a  half  in  height.  I  fired  fome 
ihots,  in  order  that  they  might  obferve  us— 
which  they  foon  did ;  but  the  reports  alarmed 
them,  and  they  difappeared  in  an  inftant. 

Among  the  inconveniencies  of  this  journey, 
there  was  one  refpe£ling  which  the  Sandal- 
bearers  had  given  me  no  intimation.  The 
ground  over  which  we  were  obliged  to  travel 
was  hollow  and  fwclied  upj  fo  that,  like  a 
piece  of  paftry  expofed  to  too  violent  a  heat, 

it 
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it  formed  a  cruft  feparated  from  the  foil,  and 
might  not  only  have  concealed  innumerable  fa- 
milies of  little  animals,  but  would  have  allowed 
them  to  proceed  feveral  leagues,  in  all  di- 
rections, between  the  two  ftrata. 
'  The  greater  part  of  my  oxen,  and  thofc 
particularly  that  were  heavily  loaded,  funk  half 
a  foot  deep  at  every  ftep ;  and  thcfe  continual 
falls  tormented  and  rendered  them  almoft  fu- 
rious. We  ourfelves  were  not  exempted  from 
the  fame  accidents.  In  a  moment  when  we 
lead  expeded  it,  the  ground  would  give  way 
under  us ;  and  it  may  be  readily  conceived 
how  much  we  mud  be  fatigued  an^  put  out  of 
patience  by  fo  incommodious  a  march, ' 

To  this  another  inconvenience,  (lill  more 
infupportable  and  difcouraging,  was  added.  I 
mean  that  of  the  faline  cryftallization,  which, 
as  it  lay  every  where  difperfed,  and  was  ftruck 
upon  by  the  fervid  rays  of  the  fun,  fcorched 
us  by  its  burning  reverberation,  at  the  fame 
time  that  its  reflection  dazzled  us.  The  light 
duft  by  which  it  was  covered,  and  which 
formed  a  part  of  it,  was  raifed  around  us  by 
the  fmalleft  breath  of  wind :  we  ourfelves 
alfo,  by  the  motion  neceflTary  in  walking,  ex^ 
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^ted  thick  cloads  of  it,  which  flew  into  our 
faces,  and  inflamed  our  eyes ;  and,  as  we  were 
obliged  to  inlpire  it  in  breathing,  our  noftrils 
became  ulcerated  by  it.  Millions  of  gnats 
could  not  have  bet^n  more  intolerable.  Our 
lips  even  were  attacked  by  it,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  that*  the  blood  ftarted  from  them 
when  we  rnade  the  leaft  effort  to  fpeak;  ix^ 
that  to  pronounce  a  fentence  was  next  to 
torture.  . 

1  o  efcape  this  fcourge,  I  made  preparations 
after  dinner  for  refuming  ray  journey;  but  a 
ftorm  that  came  on  fufpended  our  march,  and 
oblged  us  to  pafs  the  night  near  the  lake 

This  difappointment,  however,  was  attended 
with  fome  benefit  to  my  people.  /'  Neccffity,'* 
fays  a. French  poet,  "  is  the  mother  of  iuven- 
"  ticn."  In  the  journey  of  the  morning,  they 
had  fufFered  extremely  from  the  heat  of  the 
fun.  To  fccure  themfelves  from  it  in  future, 
they  converted  all  the  dried  flieep  and  antelopes' 
ikins  which  they  had  in  their  pofTeffion  into 
round  hats.;  which,  being  drawn  dpwn  over 
the  ears,  and  tied  with  thongs  under  the  chin, 
gaVe  them  a  ridiculous  kind  of  refemblance  to 
lb?  Alfacians  ii\  the  neighbourhood  of  Straf* 
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burgh,  when  they  go  into  the  fields  to  weed 
their  pulfe  and  their  tobacco* . 

The  acute  pains  which  I  experienced  in  my 
eyes  and  throat,  and  the  dread  of  experrencing 
others  ftill  more  dangerous,  induced  me  alfo 
to  ufc  fome  precautions.  It  was  not,  like  my 
people,  to  flicker  my  head ;  for  my  hat,  flap- 
ped and  clcJfely  ftuck  round  with  oftrich  fca^ 
timers,  was  in  that  refpedt  a  fufiicient  defence ; 
but  I  wiflied  to  make  a  fcreen  to  preferve  my 
eyes  from  the  dazzling  reverberation  of  the  fun, 
^nd  that  might  ferve  at  the  fame  time  tp  keep 
off  thofe  clouds  of  cauftic  dull  by  which  ihy 
face  was  ulcerated. 

With  tfiis  view,  I  formed  of  wire  the  fkele- 
ton  of  a  fmall  umbrella,  whiiih  I  covered  with 
A  handkerchief,  and  which,  being  fufficiently 
light  that  it  could  in  no  manner  fatigue  me, 
became  exceedingly  ufeful.  My  people  thought 
it  fo  commodious,  that  they  all  wiftied  to  imi- 
tate it ;  and,  changing  the  form  of  the  flciins 
which  they  had  placed  upon  their  heads,  they 
transformed  them  into  umbrellas.  Thefe  ar* 
tides,  were  awkwardly  made,  I  allow ;  but 
they  had  their  advantage,  and  Were  a  great 
refource  to  us  on  oiir  journey* 

Some 
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*  Some  of  my  people,  hoimver,  feU  ilipOQ  aa 
iavention  itiH  vaxxt  ridiculous.  They  affixed 
to  ibme  poles  the  large  ikin  of  a  buffalo,  and 
£araed  it  above  their  heads  in  the  form  of  a 
canqpy. 

The  women  alone  fupported  widi  courage 
ihe  extreme  fkigue  of  fo  extraordinary  a  jour- 
ney. Notlung  could  difcompofe  their  good 
J^umour.  Being  of  a  cheerful  difpoiition,  and 
always  ijportful^  they  indulged  in  pleafantry  at 
tbe  expence  of  the  men  and  their  ridiculous 
appearance*  For  me,  I  was  on  foot  like  the 
women,  and  braved  every  fatigue ;  both  that 
J  might  fpare  my  horfes,  and  not  hazard  my 
life  upon  animals  which,  frequently  ilumbling 
smd  falling  on  their  knees,  would  infallibly 
^ve  broken  my  neck.  Under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumfiances,  the  rndefatigable  courage  of  the 
women  was  an  invaluable  advantage.  By 
exciting  their  ihame,  they  a^ed  as  a  fpur 
on  the  indolence  and  backwardnefs  of  the  men. 
who,  ignorant  of  the  particular  motives  of  my 
Journey,  coniidered  it  only  as  the  efie(^s  of  ex- 
travagant temerity. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  experienced, 
aotwi&flanding  our  precautions  and  our  urn- 
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brellas,  an  increafe  of  our  fufierings.  OiPing; 
cither  to  the  adion  of  the  cxceffi ve  heat,  or  td 
the  effed  of  the  climate  or  the  faline  duft, 
we  were  feized  with  frequent  bleedings  at 
the  nofe  and  intolerable  pains  in  the  head 

A  fever,  which  feenied  to  accompany  thefe 
lymptoms,  brought  on,  what  my  Hottentots 
had  never  experienced,  and  what  I  alf9  felt  for 
the  firft  time,  a  confufion  of  fight  and  giddi- 
nefs,  or  rather  a  real  delirium.  We  thought 
we  faw  before  us  waggons,  towns  or  kraals, 
numerous  flocks,  and,  in  fhort,  a  thoufand 
different  objeds,  which  changed  their  fornx 
and  produced  fathers,  in  propprtion  as  we  ad- 
vanced. 

A  remarkable  circumftance,  which  filled 
us  with  alarm,  and  made  us  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  our  fituation,  was,  that  none  of 
US  faw  the  fame  thing ;  and  that  what  to  one 
was  a  mountain  was  a  river  to  another.  Soon, 
however,  we  learned  to  miftruft  thefe  fan- 
taftical  vifions  j  and,  being  afTured  by  expe- 
rience that  they  were  oiily  imaginary,  we  no 
longer  believed  in  their  reality. 

The  effed,  indeed,  was  not  unremitted.    At^ 
fome  moments  it  entirely  ceafed,  and  permitted 

our 
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WLT  eyes  to  fee  objefts  as  they  really  cxifted. 
At  others,  dn  the  contrary,  our  vifual  faculty 
was  fuddenly  annihilated,  we  experienced  a 
temporary  lofs  of  fight,  and  for  fome  minutes 
remained  as  it  were  blind. 

All  thefe  contradidory  effeds,  which  dc- 
ftroyed  each  other,  were  by  my  people  afcribed 
to  forcery.  For  my  part,  I  confidered  them 
as  occafioned  principally  by  the  adion  of  the 
fun ;  for,  though  it  was  upwards  of  feven  weeks 
fince  it  had  quitted  the  tropic,  and  .confe- 
quently,  in  advancing  towards  the  equator,  it 
darted,  upon  us  only  oblique  rays,  it  had  never- 
thelefs  fo  heated  the  earth,  and  the  atraofpherfe 
was  fo  fcorching,  that  the  thermometer  re- 
mained conftantly  above  loo^. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe  of  our 
fufFcrings,  it  had  an  influence  on  my  conftitu- 
tion.  Since  that  period  I  have  been  fubjed  to 
heniorrhagcs  and  head-achs,  to  which  I  was 
before  a  ftranger,  and  with  which,  perhaps,! 
Ihall  be  occafionally  attacked  during  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life. 

I  have  as  yet  faid  nothing  of  the  torment- 
ing thirft  to  which  we  were  condemned  dur- 
ing the  wjiole  journey.     We,  indeed,  found 

every 
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every  where  abundance  of  water,  left  by  the 
ftorm  the  preceding  evening ;  but  the  earth 
which  it  had  waihed  away  in  its  courfe  made  it 
£o  &k  that  it  was  impoflable  to  drink  it  My  cat* 
tie,  however,  accuftomed  to  hrackifli  fprings, 
did  not  rejeft  it :  which  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance.  For  my  part,  I  would  rather  have 
Cwallowed  fo  much  brine.  However,  to  our 
extreme  joy,  we  found  here  and  there  in  the 
cavities  of  the  rocks  fome  fmall  pools  formed 
by  the  rain^  the  water  of  which  was  drink* 
able« 

On  the  third  day,  I  at  length  diftinguifhed 
the  plain  and  the  mountains  which  had  been 
defcribed  to  me  by  the  Sandal-bearers*  When 
I  .make  ufe  of  the  word  plain,  the  reader  muft 
not  affix  to  it  the  AriCt  meaning  which  it  has 
in  the  French  language.  In  Africa,  this  name 
is  given  f  o  certain  fpaces  which,  furrounded 
by  high  mountains,  prefent  only  rocks  and 
hills  of  much  lefs  fize,  by  which  they  are  in- 
terfered. 

We  advanced  into  this  pretended  pkin,  hav- 
ing in  front  the  mountains  faid  to  be  the  re- 
treat of  the  Houzouanas.  They  were  only 
about  five  or  fij^  leagues  diftant,  and  appeared 

to 
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to  me  to  4B3ttcnd  from  foiith  td  tlohh  farther 
than  the  eye  could  reach.  I  was  unwilling, 
howevdr,  to  entangle  myf^f  amofig  them  at 
hazard. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
to  difpatch  fome  of  my  Hottentots  before,  ac- 
cording to  my  ufual  cuftom,  to  announce  m^ 
approach,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of  thd 
Houzouanas  for  my  arrival.  Had  I  made  fuch 
a  propofal  to  any  of  them,  they  would  have! 
formally  refufedme*  I  was  loth  eVen  to  put 
the  attachment  of  Klaas  to  fo  great  a  trial  ^ 
whatever  readihefs  he  had  hitherto  fhewn  to 
obey  ihe.  in  this  embarraflment  Tcouid  de-* 
pend  only  on  myfelf,  and  wait  the  tircum-* 
ftances'that  might  arife  to  determine  my  con- 

dua. 

I  halted,  therefore,  and  ordered  my  encamp* 
tnent  to  beformed,  in  hopes  that  I  fhould  dif» 
cover,  during  the  night,  the  fires  lighted  by 
the  Houzouanas  iii  their  mountains.  Thefe 
fignals,  I  concluded,  would  point  out  to  me 
±he  fpots  which  they  inhabited,^  arid,  by  dir 
Ireding  my  route,  prevent  me  from  lofing  my 

Way.    It  was,  however,  neceflary  that  I  (hould 

toot  be  dHcovercd  by  them ^  and  that  confe- 
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quently  no  fires  Ihould   be  kindled   in   nxf 
camp. 

.  But  this  meafure  was  become  impradicable. 
On  my  arrival  I  had  feen  confiderable.  herds  of 
zebras.  I  had  feen  alfo  other  herds,  ftill  more 
numerous,  of  the  fpecies  of  gnou,  already  men- 
tioned ;  and  I  knew  that  fuch  a  number  of  wild 
quadrupeds  mutt  neceffarily  attrad:  beads  of 
prey.  How  then  could  I  run  the  rifk  of  paff- 
ing  a  night  without  fires  in  a  ftrange  country, 
and  in  all  probability  infefted  by  lions  and 
tigers? 

Abandoning,  therefore,  my  fir  ft  defign,  I 
began  to  examine  the  neighbourhood,  making 
fome  of  my  people  alfo  patrole  around,  in  order 
to  be  aflured  that  there  were  no  enemies  near  j 
us.  I  then,  at  the  clofe  of  the  day,  gave  ordets 
(hat  feveral  large  fires  (hould  be  kindled,  and 
that  they  fhould  be  multiplied  as  much  as  pof- 
iible,  difpofing  them,  however,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  they  might  enable  us  to  vdiftinguifh, 
at  a  diftance,  if  any  thing  dangerous  &ould  ap- 
pear. 

To  overawe  the  Houzouanas,  in  cafe  any 
of  them  fhould  accidentally  perceive  us,  I  or- 
jdered  a  general  difchjirge  of  mufquctry ;  and  I 

took 
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took  care  from  time  to  time  to  fire  feveral  Ihots 
during  the  night. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  I  obferved  at  a 
diftance  towards  the  fouth  a  very  large  fire, 
which,  by  its  extejit,  appeared  to  be  a  confla- 
gration of  dry  grafs  on  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  much  nearer  before  us,  to  the  weft^ 
three  others,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  fig- 
nals.  The  latter  fecmed  to  announce  that  I 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  horde,  either 
of  the  Houzouanas  or  of  fome  other  nation ; 
and  I  confequently  refolved,  as  foon  as  day 
fhould  appear,  to  advance  towards  the  moun- 
tains. 

When  about  to  depart,  I  found  myfelf  once 
more  retarded  by  the  timidity  of  my  people, 
who,  being  again  feized  with  their  former  ter- 
ror, were  afraid  to  penetrate  farther.  When 
we  quitted  the  horde  of  the  Sandal-bearers,  the 

danger  had  appeared  only  at  a  diftance,  in 

« 

perfpeftive,  and  they  had  braved  it  j  but  now, 
when  they  beheld  it  near  and  magnified  by 
imagination,  it  entirely  damped  their  courage. 
My  patroles,  my  "fires,  and  thofe  precau- 
tions for  our  fafety  which  I  had  thought  pro- 
per to  employ  during  the  night,  had  ferved 

L  2  only 
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^nly  to  augment .  the^r  tjerr<pr^  Thef  Vw 
gan  to  apprehend,  that  I  wiAeijl  to  sAwmf^f 
^ven  beyODd  th?  .country  of.  the  fiou;iQUMasw 
They*  accufed  Klaas  of  Jsfivi^g \<Je;ceived  ffM 
whole  company,  by  making  tbeiQ  jbelieve  that 
my  ixitention  was  to  mum  to  my  qamp  at 
Orange-River,  after  I  had  vifited  that  nation^ 
while  all  xny  preparations  ieet^ed  to  announce 
plans  perfedly  the  jreverfe  ;  and  this  re^^fon^ 
ing  was  iQot  deftitute  of  prob;»biUlyy  ^$  I  had 
hit^ierto  faid  nothing  r^efp^ding  the  proici* 
TOity  of  jpiy  return. 

Such  was  the  illll  xncrealing  embarraiTmeat 
of  my  fituation.  The  great  number  of  perfons 
yvho  we«  in  my  fuk«,  their  lazlnefs,  their 
puiillanimity,  and  their  want  of  fubordinatioa^ 
were  continuaUy  raifing  up  obftacle^,  which 
ftopped  tny  progrefs,  and  thwarted  my  de- 
fjgns.  Several  times  had  I  already  formed  a 
.refolution  to  difembarrafs  myfetf  from  them, 
and  to  continue  my  journey  with  Klaas  only^ 
and  the  four  men  for  whpfe  fidelity  he  had 
pledged  himfelf ;  and  I  again  found  myfdf 
^reduced  to  ther  neceffity  of  adopting  it, 
-o.  Before  I  proceeded^  however,  to  this  extrc* 

'inity,  I  was  dcfirous  to  aflureitbem  myfelf  pf  rojr 

fpeedjr 
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fp^edy  return,  and  thus  to  dlfcharge  the  pro- 
mife  made  them  by  Klaas.  '  I  declared  then 
fhat,  after  having  yifited  the  Houzouanas  and 
tfarel^fed  their  mountains,  I  would  proceed 
back  by  the  fouth- weft,  which  I  pointed  oat 
-to  them,  either  to  the  tea,  or  the  mouth  of 
Fiih-River ;  and  that  then,  advancing  up  its 
courfe  till  wef  found  a  ford  at  which  to  cto& 
St  J  I  would  repair  to  my  camp  at  Orange* 
River. 

Such  a  plan  was  calculated  to  excite  alarm, 
by  the  long  winding  circuit  which  it  announ«» 
ced.  But  it  calm^ed  the  fimplc  perforiages  I 
kad  to  deal  with,  who  had  no  idea  of  its  ex^ 
tent,  and  who^  accuftomed  to  fee  the  fun  rife 
aiid  fet^every  day  without  refleding  on  his 
j>rogrcf8,  and  withbut  thinking  of  to-morrow, 
knew  nothing  of  this  weftern  route,  and  faw 
in  it  only  the  means  of  returning. 

My  words,  indeed,  were  not  able  to  roufe 
their  deprefled  courage  ;  but  they  brought 
back  to  their  hearts  the  illufion  of  hope :  and 
it  was  my  bufinefs  *o  take  advantage  of  their 
difpolition  to  accomplilh  my  views.  When 
•X  gave  the  fignal  for  our  departure,  every 
thing  wasinmption  in  my  camp  as  ufualj 

L  3  hut 


150  TRAVELS    IN 

but  no  one  (hewed  that  ardour  of  obediencQ 
which  half  enfures  fuccefs.  My  people  ioU 
lowed  me,  it  is  true,  and  this  is  all  I  can  fay ; 
but  I  forefaw,  from  the  flownefs  of  their  mo* 
tions,  that  it  would  be  (Ufficult  to  prolong  the 
delufion  I  had  created. 

I  had  no  hopes  of  meeting  with  good  water, 
^11  I  (hould  reach  the  bottom  of  th^  moun-. 
tains ;  but  my  people,  in  their  terror,  wan-i 
dered  fo  often  from  our  route,  in  order  to  gaia 
time  ^nd  retard  the  moment  of  our  arrival, 
that  they  happened  to  find  fome.  I  was  obli-r 
ged,  therefore,  to  halt  and  encamp  near  it» 
though  we  had  travelled  as  yet  only  fourleagues. 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  the  fame 
fires  as  we  had  feen  the  evening  l:)efore ;  and 
at  break  of  day  I  refolved  to  go  out  myfelf  oa 
difcovery,  carrying  with  me  a  few  prefects. 

On  this  occafion  I  did  not  take  even  Klaa^ 
along  with  me:  he  was  become  too  neceflfary 
in  my  camp  j  and  I  left  him  behind  me  that, 
in  cafe  of  alarm,  he  might  keep  together  and 
encourage  my  people :  but  I  was  accompanied 
by  fpur  men  who  Voluntarily  offered  their  fer- 
vices,  and  who,  like  myfelf|  were  completely 
armed. 

?  At 
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^  At  fifft  I  dtreded  my  courfe,  as  much  as  the 
ravines  and  defiles  would  permit,  towards  the 
place  where  we  had  obferved  the  fires.  Having 
arrived  with  great  caution  at  the  bottoq;i  of  the 
mountains,  I  found  it  neceflary  to  afcend  in  a 
northern  dire&ion,  as  I  perceived .  that  the 
windings  had  made  us  defcend  too  low. 

The  fpace  traverfcd  by  thefe  circuitous 
marches  prefented  only  to  my  view,  rocks 
piled  one  upon  another,  and  crowned  with 
peaks  ftill  more  elevated.  The  afped  of  them 
was  truly  hideous  j  and,  but  for  fome  mifer- 
able  and  ftunted  fhrubs  which  here  and  there 
dilplayed  their  melancholy  vegetation,  I  fhould 
have  beheld  nothing  but  the  dreary  pidure  of 
dead  and  inanimate  nature.  The  horror  of 
this  defert  was  ftill  increafed  by  the  filence 
which  prevailed  around.  We  heard  only  at 
certain  diftances  the  fhrill  cry  of  fom*e  dama- 
antelopes,  and  the  difcordant  noife  of  birds  of 
prey,  with  which  the  ear  was  equally  dif*- 
trefled, 

I  was  apprehenfive,  left  the  miftake  which 
had  led  us  aftray  fhould  expofe  us  to  fome  dis- 
agreeable adventure:  by  the  Jiappieft  chance^ 
however,    it  led  to  the   difcovery   of  what 

L  4  witht 
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with  fo  much  eagi^rf^tfs  and  unc^ruiiily  l^^  . 
fearching  for. 

In  travcrfing  the  defiles^  we  perceiycd  the 
frefh  traces  of  human  feet  They  cpndu£te4 
us  towards  fome  rocks,  which  we  clambered 
pp  ;  and  we  found  there  warm  afhes  and  a  few  ' 
remains  of  coals  ftill  burning.  It  ^as  evi- 
fjent,  that  fires  had  been  kindled  there  during 
the  night ;  and  the  veftiges  ftill  fubfifting  an^ 
nounced  to  us,  that  the  country  was  inhabited^ 
and  that  the  objeds  pf  our  purfuit  ^ould  be  af 
no  great  diftance. 

Nptwithftanding  all  the  precautions  wc  bad 

hitherto  taken,  this  difcovery  induced  us  tq 

fiouble  pur  attention.     In  (hort^  after  march-t 

jng  fome  time,  we  arrived  at  a  rivulet  whid^ 

iffucd,  frofn  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  defile, 

Qn  its  banks  fprtie  cow?  were  feeding ;  and 

at  the  diftance  pf  fpur  hundred  paces  farther 

towards    the   defile,  ftood    a    certain   num^ 

her  of  huts,  the  habit^tipns  pf  the  Hpuzouat 
pas.  ,  ' 

At  the  mpment  pf  oyr  amval,  npne  pf  thenx 

were  abrpad  but  -the  women,  whp,  on  per* 

peiving  us,  fent  forth  a  cry  of  alarm,     Upoi^ 

fl^s  fignal,  the  men  came;  ouj  of  their  huts^ 

*■       *  " 

armed 
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^urm^  ivttb  bow$  and  arrows ;  and  the  whole 
|:roo|),  entenng  the  defile,  pofted  themfelve*  * 
on  a  fma^l  eminence,  from  which  they  watch^ 
jcd  our  condufS:  with  fteadinefs  and  aflurance^ 
in  ctder  to  determine  thereby  what  condi^€^ 
Ithey  (hontd  piurfup. 

At  the  dlftance  at  which  I  ftood^  I  hadnktr 
hopes  of  making  them  hear  me  :  and,  betides^ 
what  could  I  fay  to  people  with"  whofe  laa^ 
gtiage  I  ^as  tofally  unacquainted  ?  I  refolved^ 
therefore,  to  employ  pae  which  t  fu|)p6fe4 
.they  might  comprehend  j  and  I  made,  as  di^ 
alfo  my  companions,  every  fign  of  friendfhi^ 
that  the  circumftances  of  the  moment  fug^ 
gefted.,  This  language,  however,  was  ne# 
to  them  :  they  feemed  not  to  underftand  it ; 
and  I  found  myfelf  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
trying  the  only  one  likely  to  be  intelligible,  I 
mean  that  of  prefents.  ' 

I  advanced  then  towards  their  huts ;  but  | 
found  them  all  empty,  pxcept  one  in  which 
there  was  a  little  dog.  At  the  entrance  of 
another  lay  a  heap  of  reeds,  and  a  few  fharpv^ 
ened  bone«,  deftined,  no  doubt,  for  making 
arrows.  Imitating  the  manner  of  thofe  whq 
attrad  domeftic  animjijs  by  placing  beforrf 

|hem 
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them  fomc  dainty,  I  dcpofited,  near  the  reed^, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  tobacco  and  fome  glaf» 
beads,  and  then  returned  to  my  former  ftation. 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  they  had  re« 
moved  to  a  greater  diflance ;  but,  when  I  re« 
tired,  they  again  drew  near,  and  at  length  came 
to  the  huts,  and  took  up  the  prefent  I  had  left 
^here. 

The  attention  with  which  they  examined 
it,  and  the  pleafure  it  feemed  to  afford  them, 
led  me  to  l)elieve  that,  after  thefe  preliminaries 
of  friendihip,  I  might  venture  to  accofl:  them. 
.  I  advanced  therefore  once  more,  followed  by 
my  company ;  but  they  retired  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before. 

They  removed,  indeed,  to  a  greater  diflance 
than  at  firft;  but  I  remarked  that  they  feemed 
to  be  deliberating  together,  and  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  they  would  not  delay  to  enter 
into  a  conference  with  me.  I  thought  proper, 
therefore,  to  make  another  attempt ;  and  tak^ 
ing  a  new  prefent  of  tobacco  and  beads,  I  held 
it  up  to  them,  that  they  might  fee  it,  and  ad** 
vanced  towards  them  alone. 

This  mode  of  negotiation  fucceeded.  One 
of  the  men  left  his  companions,  and,  approach^ 

ing 
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iag  tne,  (topped  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
paces  to  afk  who  I  was,  and  what  I  wanted* 
I  remarked  with  furprife,  that  this  man  was 
Wack,  while  thfe  reft  of  the  horde,  both  men 
and  women,  were  much  iefs  fo  than  even  the 
*  Hottentots.  But  what  aftoniihed  me  ilill 
more  was  to  hear  him  addrefs  me  in  the  Hot* 
tentot  language.  I  replied  in  the  fame  l%u«- 
guage,  that  I  was  a  traveller  who  wifhed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  country  he  inhabited,  and 
Was  defirous,  if  poflible,  to  find  friends  in  it. 

He  then  canie  up  to  me  ;  and  my  four  at- 
tendants, having  advanced  alfo,  were  as  much 
fifloniihed  as  I  was  to  fee  a  perfon  of  their 
pwn  nation.  They  entered  into  converfatioa 
?vith  him,  affured  him  of  the  truth  of  what 
I  had  faid,  and  gained  fo  entirely  his  confi«- 
dence,  that  he  immediately  made  a  fign  to  his 
companions  to  join  him. 

The  women,  more  miftruftful  and  circum- 
fpeS,  remained  in  groups  near  the  huts,  wait- 
ing for  the  refuk  of  the  conference,  and 
watching  us  with  an  eye  of  curiofity.  The 
SB.en  all  flocked  around  us.  I  diftributed 
^mong  them  the  tobacco  and  beads  which  I  had 
fbewn  them  j  and  thefe  wolves,  who  had  been 

painted 
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j|>amted  toihtuto  ferociouii  ftetaed  m  be  » 
liarmlefs  its  lambs, 

I  hJkdf  however^  oo  fooner  mdered  them 
traaal^le,  thaa  I  was  obliged  to  ieaVe  tfiem« 
fSy  msircb  basd  taketi  up  a  gftfat  deal  of  my 
time,  the  day  tvasi  far  advanced,,  atid  I  l^a* 
^pprehenfive  that,  if  I  remained  any  longer, 
^y  abfeiic^  might  alarm  toy  people ;  or  that 
I  ihduld  expofe  myfelf  to  the  hazard  of  lofing 
|ny  way  during  the  night,  in  a  country  with 
ivhieh  I  Was  totally  unacquainted. 

I  told  the  Houzouanas,  therefore,-  that  I 
would  rf  turxj  next  morning,  ind  encamp  on 
the  bartks  of  their  rivulet.  I  again  aflured 
Ihem,  that  they  would  find  in  me  a  friend  aU 
*vay8  re^tdy  to  oblige  and  to  defend  them.  J 
engaged  that  they  fhould  ex:perience  from  my 
people  neither  infujj  nor  injury ;  but  I  de* 
clared,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  if  they  gav<> 
jftte  the  le^ft  caufe  of  complaint,  I  would  em* 
ploy  againft  them  all  my  refources,  and  iri 
thit  cafe  they  i^rould  find  my  ftrength  far 
fuperior  to  theirs. 

I  employed  the  Hottentot  9s  an  interpretef 
|o  communicate  to  them  thefe  fentimefitt) 
fni^  tl^roygh  the  fdme  medimn  I  received.* 

4  v^T 
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m^9,  beiges  thf  HotteoktQt  Unguage,  (jp^plcs 
ulib  pretty  gpo4  D^tebf  Ji^  offpreii  vjery 
readily  to  ferve  me  as  guide  to  my  camp,  (q 
jpa^s  ;rhe  n%h(  th^r.e,  and  tp  retura  with  me 
n^  tDxxnipg  to  tht  Idor^e^  He  was  over^ 
joyed  to  fiiulxu^untrymeqi  with  wjipm  he  couI4 
«)nvef fe .  ipt  hjip  mjiterxi^l  tpngue ;  and  I  wJif 
equally  gl^  to  find  ip  him  a  confidence  which 
qontributed  to  ftrerigthf  n  mine.  I  accepted  hif 
cfier,  therefore,  with  gratitude,  and  we  imnje-*- 
dxately  Jfetoujt. 

My  readers  will  not  doubt,  that  my  jSrft 
car^  on  the  road  wa9  to  aik  hipi,  by  \vhat  ad^ 
yenjtur^  he  had  been  tranfplanted  aimx>ng  th^ 
jFIouzouanas*  He  informed  me,  that  he  was  born 
in  the  ndghboufhood  of  the  Caipis,  ;stnd  had 
)iyed  feveral  years  fubJ€;6i  to  the  company  j  but 
that,  ham,i^  been  treated  in  Various  injflance^ 
mth  injt^ice,  he  had  deferted  wit|h  a  negro 
fiave  belonging  to  the  fame  mailer,  and,  aftev 
Wf^ndering  about  for  a  long  time,  had  ,^t  I^ft 
fpughtaqafylum  and  protedion  among  tbe^pu*- 
z,^^a^4  The  n^gro  had  died  from  the  cSkQi 
pf  a  pqifpipiBd  arrow,  by  which  he  was  wound- 
ed ;iii  ^  .^S^mif^  tl;ie  horjle  ha^  been  engaged 
#     v  "  m 


158  TRAVELS    IN 

in  with  a  ftrange  tribe.  Being  thus  deprived 
of  his  companion,  he  continued  to  live  with  his 
proteftors,  and  by  his  courage  he  was  becomtf 

in  a  manner  their  chief. 

« 

lexculed  his  defertionV  it  appeaired  to  mc 
lawful  and  right  5  biit  I  could  not  comprehend 
why  he  had  preferred  a  refidence  among  ban- 
tflitti,  whofe  profeflion  Was  robbery  and  mur- 
der. Having,  fomewhat  mildly,  reproached 
him  on  this  account,  he  addrefled  nie  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'  The  Houzouanas  are  by  no  means  what 
«  youfuppofethem'to  be.  murderersby  jn-o- 
**  feffion.  If  they  fometimes  fhed  blood,  it  ii 
•*  not  from  a  thirft  of  carnage,  but  to  make 
juft  reprifals  that  they  take  up  arms.  At- 
tacked and  perfecuted  by  furrounding  na- 
"  tions,  they  have  found  themfelves  reduced  to 
**  the  neceflity  of  flying  to  inacceffible  places 
**  among  the  barren  mountains,  where  no 
♦*  other  people  could  exift. 

"If  they  find  antelopes  and  damans  to  kill ; 
*^  if  the  nymphs  of  ants  are  abundant ;  or  if 
their  good  fortune  brings^  them  plenty  of  lo-^ 
ciifts,  they  remain  withia  the  precinSs  of 

* 

•*  their  rocks  j  but,  if  the  provifions  heceflary 
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5*  to  fiibfiftence  fail,  the  nations  in  theii^heigh- 
!*  bourhood  muft  fuffer.  From-tbe  fummits  of 
f^  their  mountains,  they  furvey  at  a  diftance  the 
•«  countries  around ;  and,  if  they  obferve  cat- 
**  tie,  they  make  an  incurlion  to  carry  them!  off, 
or  Haughter  them  upon  the  fpot,  according 
to  circumftances  ;  but  though  they  rob  they 
never  kill^  except  tOr  defend  their  lives,  ot 
^*  by  .way  of  retaliation  to  revenge  an  •  ancient 
**  injury, 

I  **  It- happens  fometlmes,  however,,  that  alftet 
very  fatiguing  expeditions  they  returri  with- 
out booty ;  dther  becanfethe  objeds  of  their 
**  attack  have  diiappeared,  or  becaufe  they 
have  been  repnlfcd  and.beaten*  In  fuchcafee, 
the  women,  exarp€i;ated  by  hunger  and  the 
"  lamentation  oftheirchildrcn  crying  for  fopd, 
*'  become  almoft  furious  with  paffion*  Re^^ 
proaches,  infult,.and  threats,  are  employed  ; 
they  wiflx  to  feparate  from  fuch  daftardly 
men,  to  quit  hufbands  deftitute  of  courage^ 
^*  and  to  feek  others  who  will  be  more  anxious 
•*  to  procure  provifion  for  them  and  their  chil- 

**  dren.  In.  fliort,  having  exhaufted  whatever* 
**  rage  or  defpair  can  fuggeft,  they  pull  off 
^^  their  fmall  apron  of  modefty,  and  beat  their 

*^  hyibands 


if 
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^  hufl^nd^  dbpitf  th^  head  with  it  ^  &exf 
**  arma  arc  weary  of  the  exercife. 

^^  Of  all  the  a&oots  Which  they  cm  offibr^ 
^  this  is  the  mait  ii^ulting^  Unable  to  Wiitli^ 
^  iland  it»  the  men  in  their  turn  becoioe  fun« 
^^  oix8«  They  put  on  their  waivctap,  a  Ibvt  of^ 
^  helmet  made  with  the  il^^in  that  coyers  the 
^*  neck  erf  the  hyxna»  the  long  hiair  of  which 
'^  forms  a  creft  that  floats  over  the  beadi  and^ 

^^  fetting  out  like  madmen,  never  return  tiH 

♦  

^  they  have  fucceeded  ia  carrying  off  fomd 

**  cattle. 

^  When  they  come  back,  Aeir  wives  go  td 
f^  meet  them,  and  extol  their  courage  amidft 
^  thefondeft  carefles.  In  a  word,  nothing  i^ 
*•  then  thought  bf  but  mirth  and  jollity ;  anrf, 
^  till  fimilar  fcenes  are  recalled  by  fimitar  wants^ 
^  pad  evils  are  forgotten,*' 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  details  by 
which  my  guide  endeavoured  to  juftify  the 
^ndu&  of  the  Houzouanas«-Hia  condi^  jren^ 
dered  neceffary  by  want,  and  fufficiently  authcs- 
rifcd  by  their  quality  ai  favages.  With  oui* 
laws,  civilization,  manners,  and  the  prejudiced 
we  thence  imbibe,  we  confider  it  as  fomething 
moa^ous  to  find,  in  the  iavage  ilate,  horded 
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of  free-booters,  who  give  themfelves  ,up  to 
continual  rapine,  to  war  and  Its  concomitant 
dangers,  in  order  to  avoid  hunger  and  find  the 
means  of  appeafing  it.     But  which  is,  in  re- 

■ 

ality,  the  greatcft  favage — he  who  has  lands  and 
flocks,  ,who  fixes  himfelf  to  one  fpot,  who  is 
acquainted  with  barter  and  fubfifts  by  the 
practice  of  commerce ;  of  he  who  trufts  merely 
to  his  ftrength,  and  waits  for  the  moment  of 
need,  before  he  thinks  of  procuring  what  he 
may  have  occafion  for?  Laws,  civilization, 
and  morals,  mull  undoubtedly  have  the  pre- 
ferenciB  j  but  the  evils  which  they  often  bring 
in  their  train  infinitely  diminifh,  in  my  eyes, 
the  misfortune  of  inhabiting  a  defert  and  of 
being  thereby  ignorant  of  them. 

"When  my  Hottentot  arrived  at  the  camp, 
his  prefence  occafioned  a  fort  of  ft  upon  Had 
he  fallen  from  the  clouds,  he  could  not,  in  my 
opinion,  have  produced  more  aftonifhment. 
He  was  foon  furrounded  by  my  peopi?,  each 
"wiihing  to  know  by  what  Angular  adventures 
he  had  got  to  fuch  a  diftance  from  his  native 
country.  So  highly  was  their  curiofity  excit- 
ed that  they  never  quitted  him ;  and,  after  they 
had  given  him  fome  refrefhment,  they  era- 

VoL.  IIL  M  ployed 
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ployed  the  remainder  of  the  time  till  the  mo- 
ment of  our 'departure,  without  fuflferijag  him 
to  reft  during  the  night  even,  in  putting  queC- 
tions  to  him  and  hearing  his  replies.        y 

Next  morning  1  proceeded,  as  I  had  announ- 
ced, to  pitch  my  tent  on  the  banks  of  the  rivu- 
let. Jn  my  way  thither,  I  ftill  obferved  that 
faline  fubftance  of.  which  I  have  already 
fpoken  ;  but  on  the  mountain  it  no  longer 
exifted,  and  I  could  difcover  no  traces  of  it. 

The  return  of  the  Hottentot  freed  the 
Houzouanas  from  their  fear;  and  the  accounts 
which  he  gave  of  my  behaviour  infpired 
them  with  the  utmoft  confidence.  Scarcely 
had  1  arranged  my  camp,  when  they  all  came 
in  a  friendly  manner  to  vifit  me.  You  would 
have  fuppofed  that  we  had  been  long  united  by 
reciprocal  fentlments  of  fraternity  j  but  it  was 
not  thus  with  my  people.  The  name  Hou- 
zouana  had  ftruck  their  minds  with  fo  much 
dread,  their  prejudices  were  fo  deeply  rooted, 
that  they  could  not  look  at  them  without  a 
panic ;  and,  till  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
they  continued  to  behold  theni  with  the  fame 
horror. 

What,  during  my  firft  journey,  had  been  the 

fear 
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fbar  tHcy  entertained  of  the  CafFres,  fuch  in  my 
fecond  was  that  infpired  by  the  Houzouanas? ; 
atid  I  had  no  more  hope  df  curinfg  it  in  the 
prefcnt  thdn  in  the  forttler  inftancc;  The  fa- 
Tage,  furrouiided  by  enemies  and  dang^s,  muft 
neceflarily  be  miftruftful  and  fufpicioiis.  If> 
among  the  enemies  he  has  to  dread,  there  are 
fdme  who  zxd^iruif  fotmidable,  his  miftruft  is 
converted  into  tdrror.  The  name  alone  of  thefe 
will  make  him  tremble  j  he  gives  credit  to  the 
iiioft  improbable  tales  and  the  nioft  ridiculous 
fables  that  may  be  told  refpeding  tfieth ;  and, 
being  thus  previoufly  fubjedted  by  his  timidity, 
he  becomes  an  eafy  conqueft.  The  firft  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition  is  fufEcieht  to  feftablifli  the 
empire  of  one  horde  over  all  the  r6ft.  Such 
has  been  the  fortune  of  the  Houiouanas  j  their 
name  is  tranfmitfed  with  terror  from  mouth  to 
mbuth  J  theii"  renown  is  coiiveyed  from  dif- 
trid  to  diftria,  even  to  the  Cape,  where 
the  moft  abfurd  relations  are  propagated-  con- 
cerning them. .  Their  wandering  life  gives 
to  thefe  relations  additional  credit ;  the  im- 
poffibility  of  Icnowing  them  doubles,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  other  favages,  their  real  ftrength  ; 
and  they  are  believed  to  be  numerous,  becaufe 

M%  they 
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they  arfe  feen  always  a^tivCi  aiid  take  thcllr  ene« 
inks  by  furprifc. 

Their  horde,  very  inconfiderable  of  itfelf, 
was  fttll  more  (o  at  this  time,  by  the  abfence  of 
a  part  of  thofe  who  compofed  it.  They  had 
gone  out,  as  they  term  it,  to  procure  provifion ; 
and  there  remained  |n  the  kraal  twenty-feven 
men  only,  feven  women,  and  a  few  children. 
Thefe  waited  for  the  return  of  their  compa- 
nions, in  order  to  quit  their  eftablifhment,  and 
repair  in  a  body,  by  a  fouth-weft  route,  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  Orange-River.  Men, 
whofe  mode  of  life  fubjeds  them  to  the  conti« 
nual  apprehenfion  of  being  attacked,  or  who  are 
frequently  obliged  to  make  diflant  excurdons, 
cannot  long  inhabit  the  fame  fpot.  It  waa 
enly  in  the  courfe  of  their  paffin^  it,  that  thcy^ 
had  fettled  near  the  rivulet  j  and  it  was  a  for- 
tunate circumftance  for  jne  that  I  fell  in  with 
them. 

The  Houzouanas  are  of  low  ftature ;  and 
a  perfon  five  feet  four  inches  in  height  is  ac- 
counted among  them  very  tall ;  but  in  their 
little  bodies,  perfectly  well  proportioned,  afq^ 
united,  with  furprifmg  ftrength  and  agility,, 
a  certain  air  of  ailUrance,  boldnefs,  and  haugh- 

tinefsi. 
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t^oefi,  wliich  awes  the  behdider^  and  with  which 
I  was  greatly  pleafed.  Of  all  the  favage  rai}eS) 
I  have  feen  none  that  appeared  to  be  endowed 
with  fo  aiti^e  a  mind,  ^ndfo  hardy  a  oonftitu- 

tion. 

Their  head,  though  it  exhibits  the  principal 
charaderiftics  of  that  of  the  Hottentot,  is,  how- 
ever, rounder  towards  the  chin.  They  are 
alfo  not  fo  black  in  complexion ;  but  hav^  the 
lead  colour  of  the  Malays,  diftinguifhed  at  the 
Cape  by  the  name  of  bougumee.  Their  hair, 
more  woolly,  is  fo  fhort  that  I  imagined  at  firit 
their  heads  to  have  been  fhaved.  The  nofe  too 
is  ftill  flatter  than  that  of  the  Hottentots ;  of, 
rather,  they  feem  altogether  deftitute  of  a 
nofe ;  what  they  have  confiding  only  of  two 
broad  noflrils  which  projed  at  mod  but  five  or 
fix  lines.  Accordingly,  mine  being  the  only 
one  in  the  cpmpany  formed  after  the  European 
manner,  I  appeared  in  their  eyes  as  a  being 
disfigured  by  nature.  They  could  not  be  re- 
conciled to  this  difference,  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  a  mondrous  deformity ;  and,  during 
the  fird  days  of  my  refidence  among  them,  I 
faw  their  eyes  continually  fixed  on  my  coun- 

M  3  tenance. 
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tenance,  with  an  air  of  aftonifliinent  trvij 
laughable. 

From  this  conformation  of  the  nofe,  a  Hou-r 
zouana,  when  feen  in  profile,  is  the  reverfe  of 
handfome,  and  confiderably  refembles  an  apCt 
When  beheld  in  frpnt,  he  prefcnts,  on  the  firft 
view,  an  extraordinary  appearance,  as  half  the 
face  feems  tp  be  fore-head.  The  features, 
however,  are  fo  expreffive,  and'  the  eyes  fo 
large  and  lively,  that,  notwithftanding  this 
fmgularity  of  look,  the  countenance  is  toIe« 
rably  agreeable. 

sAs  the  heat  of  the  climate  in  which  he  lives 
yenders  clothing  uniteceflary,  be  continues 
during  the  whole  year  almoft  entirely  naked, 
haying  no  other  covering  than  a  very  fmall 
jackal-fkin  faflened  round  his  loins  by  two 
thongs,  the  extremities  of  which  hang  down  to 
his  knees.  Hardened  by  this  conftant  habit  of 
nakednefs,  he  becomes  fo  infenfible  to  the  va- 
rjations  of  the  atmpfphere,  tl^at,  when  he  jre- 
aiioves  froqx  the  burning  fands  of  the  level 
country  to  the  fnow  and  hoar-froft  of  his 
mountains,  he  feems  indifferent  to  and  not 

ev^n  to  f?el  ii\?  99l4 

v^      •      •  •  •  ■       •  * 
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His  liut  in  no-wife  refembles  that  of  the 
Hottentot.  It  appears  as  if  cut  vertically 
through  the  middle  j  fo  that  the  hut  of  a  Hot- 
tentot would  make  two  of  thofe  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  During  their  emigrations,  they  leave 
,them  ftanding,  in  order  that,  if  any  other  horde 
of  the  fame  nation  pafs  that  way,  they  may 
make  ufe  of  them.  When  on  a  jourAey,  they 
have  nothing  to  repofe  on  but  a  mat  fufpended 
from  two  fticks,  and  placed  in  aa  inclined 
poiition.  They  often  even  fleep  on  the  bare 
ground.  A  prfljeding  rock  is  then  fufBcient 
to  jChelter  them  ;  for  every  thing  is  fuited  to  a 
people  whofe  conftitutions  are  proof  againft 
the  fevereft  fatigue.  If,  however,  they  ftop 
any  where  to  fojourn  for  a  while,  and  find 
materiafs  proper  for  conftruding  huts,  they 
then  form  a  kraal; 'but  they  abandon  it  on 
their  departure,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  the  huts 
which  they  ere£t. 

This  cuftom  of  labouring  for  others  of  their 
tribe  announces  a  focial  charadler  and  a  bene- 
volent difpofition.  They  are,  indeed,  not  only 
afFedlionate  hufbands  and  good  fathers,  but 
<?xcellent  companions.     When  they  inhabit 

M  4  a  kraal, 
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a  kraal,  there  is  no  fuch  tMng  among  tfaem  as 
private  property ;  whatever  thej  poflefs  is  in 
common.  If  two  hordes  of  the  fame  nation 
meet,  the  reception  is  on  both  fides  friendly;- 
they  afford  each  other  mutual  protedlion,  and 
confer  reciprocal  obligations.  In  fhort,  they 
treat  one  another  as  brethren,  though  perhaps 
they  are  pcrfedl  flrangers,  and  have  never  fcen 
each  other  before. 

Adive  and  nimble   by   nature,  the  Hou- 
zouana  confiders  it  as  amufement  to  climb 

^  mountains  and  the  mofl  elevated  peaks ;  ao4 

their  fkill   in  this  refpedt  was  very  advan-« 

^  ^  tageous  to  me.  The  rivulet  near  which  I 
encamped  had  a  coppery  tafte  and  a  naufeous 
'  fmell,  which  rendered  it  impofFible  for  me  to 
drink  the  water.  My  cattle,  accuflomed  to 
the  bad  water  of  the  country,  were  fatisfied 
with  it :  but  I  was  afraid  that  it  might  injure 
my  people ;  and  I  would,  on  that  account,  not 
permit  them  to  ufe  it.  The  Houzouanas  had 
.no  milk  to  give  me,  as  they  poflefTed  only 

f  a  few  wretched  cows  which  they  bad  plun- 

r  dered.     Having  afked  them  if  they  knew  of 

ffiy  good  fpring  in  the  neighbourhood,  to 

which 
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whtdi  I  could  fend  my  company  to  prccnre  « 
fupply  of  water,  they  fet  out  tbemfelves  In  ai| 
inftant,  without  making  me  a  reply,  clambered 
up  their  mountains,  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours 
brought  back  all  my  leather  bottles  and  veflels 
full  of  excellent  water. 

During  the  whole  tiihe  of  my  refidencsc  on 
the  rivulet,  they  rendered,  me  the  fame  fcrvice, 
uniformly  difplaying  the  fame  leal  and  the  fame 
readinefs.  One  of  thefe  expeditions  would 
have  employed  my  Hottentots  a  whole  day.  - 

\Vhcn^on  a  journey^  fcarcity  of  water  gives 
them  no  uneafinefs,  even  in  the  middle  of  a- 
defert.     By  a  particular  art  they  can  difcover 
water  that  is  concealed  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth ;  and  their  inftin<3:,  in  this  point,  is  even 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  other  Africans,     Ani- 
mals, in  like  cafes  of  diftrefs,  find  water  alfo ; 
but  it  is  only  by  the  fmell.     There  muft  be  a 
current  of  air  to  convey  to  them  the  exhalation 
which  fifes  from  it ;  and  confequently  they 
muft  be  to  the  windward. .    While  I  refided  in 
the  defert,  during  my  firft  journey,  my  favages 
liad  ihown  more  than  once  the  fame  faculty; 
and  1  myfelf  acquired  it  alfo  from  their  in<« 
^Tudion^  as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  narrative* 

The 
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•  The  Houzouana,  Hiore  exjpcrt,  employs  only 
|^8  fight.  He  throws  himfelf  flat  on  th« 
ground,  takes  a  diftant  view^,  and,  if  the  fpace 
ii^hich  he  traverfes  with  his  eye  conceals  any 
iuhterranean  fpring,  he  rifes  and  points  with 
his  finger  to  the  fpot  where  it  is  to  be  found. 
The  only  thing  by  which  he  difcovers  it  is 
that  ethereal  and  fubtile  exhalation  which  eva- 
porates firom  every  current  of  water,  when  not 
funk  to  too  great  a  depth. 

With  jegard  to  pools. and  other  colledions 
formed  by  the  rain,  as  their  evaporation  is 
more  fenfible,  they,  are  difcoverable  even  when 
hid  by  an  eminence  or  a  hill }  and  the  vapour 
of  ftreams,  fuch  as  rivers  or  rivulets,  being  ftill 
qiore  abundant,  is  fo  diftindly  marked  by  it, 
that  their  courfe  and  even  all  their  finuofitie^ 
may  be  traced. 

I  endeavoured  to  le^m  this  art  of  the  Hon-* 
2;ouanas,  during  the  time  I  refided  amongft 
them.  I  followed  their  example,  and  pradifed 
their  lefTons ;  and  was  at  length  able  to  make 
fimilar  difcpveries,  and  with  as  much  certainty* 
My  talent,  however,  was  far  from  being  fo  ex- 
t^nfive  as  theirs ;  foi>  owing  either  to  the  na- 
tural w^aknefs  pf  my  fi^ht  pr  the  want  of  ex- 

perienceji 
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perience,  I  could  diftinguifh  water^at  no  greater    ^ 
diftance  than  three  hundred  paces,  while  they 
€0uld  perceive  it  at  a  difliuice  much  more  coa« 
iiderable. 

The  only  arms  of  the  Houzouanas  are  bows 
and  arrows.  The  arrows,  which  ax  very 
fhort,  are  carried  on  the  fhoulder  in  a  qtiiver, 
about  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  four  ia 
diameter,  made  of  the  bark  of  the  aloe,  and  co- 
vered with  the  Ikin  of  a  large  fjpecies  of  lizard^ 
which  thcfe  w^criderer?  find  in  all  their  rivers,  ' 
particularly  on  the  banks  of  Orange  and  Fifh* 
River.  . 

.  Obliged  to  maintain  a  numerous  troop ,  and 
being  defirous  that  th6  whole  horde  (hould 
participate  in  my  game,  of  which  I  procured  - 
abundance,,  I  went  out  daily  to  the  chace,  al- 
ways accompanied  by  a  grqat  number  of  the 
Houzouanas.  If  I  hunted  in  the  mouotains, 
I  climbed  the  rocks  with  them.  In  the  plain  I 
ufed  one  of  my  horfps ;  but,  whether  they  fol- 
lowed me  or  were  employed  in  driving  towards 
me  the  zebras  and  antelopes,  they  ihowed 
tjiemfelves  indefatigable ;  and,  however  faft 
I  rode,  I  ?dw9y8  found  th^n^  keep  pa(;e  with 
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•  My  people,  prejudiced  againft  this  nation^ 
ii?ere  filled  with  alarm  whenever  they  fkw  me 
tbu$  occupied.  Every  report  of  my  gun  mitde 
them  tremble.  They  continually  ima^ned 
that  this  Houzouanas  were  in  the  ad  of  aflaf- 
iiqating  me^  and  that  they  fliould  afterwardi 
experience  themfelves  the  fame  fate ;  and  they 
Qever  beheld  me  return  to  my  camp  without 
uyftifying  their  joy,  confidering  me  as  a  man 
eA^aped  from  death. 

For  myielfp  being  daily  employed  ia  render- 
ing them  fervices^  and  feeing  thefe  iavages^  on 
their  part,  ever  ready  to  oblige  n>e,  I  laughed 
at  fuch  vain  terrors.  In  my  way  of  judging^ 
I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  a  pec^e  who 
11^  gained  'fo  much   by  my  prefence,  and  who 

would)  confequently,  hav^  been  confiderable 
lofers  by  my  death. 

During  the  long  excurfions  which  we  made 
together,  they  in  no  inftance  belied  their  cha* 
raden  In  many  refpeds  they  appeared  to 
refemble  the  Arabs,  who,  bdng  alfo  wander^ 
ers,  and  like  them  brave  and  addi^ed  to  ra-^ 
pine,  adhere  with  unalterable  fidelity  to  their 
engagements,  and  defend,  even  to  the  laft  drop 
€)f  their  bjood,  the  traveller  who  civilly  pur^ 

chafes 
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chafes  their  fervlces^  atjid  puts  himfelf  imdcr 
their  protedlkfn. 

If  my  plaa  of  traverfing  from  fouth  to  north 
th«  whole  <^  Africa  was  at  all  pradicabki  I 
repeat  it,  it  could  have  been  accomplllhed  only 
with  the  Houzouanas*  I  iam  convinced  that 
fifty  men  of  this  temperate,  brave,  and  inde<- 
fatigable  patidn  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
enable  me  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  and  I 
ihall  always  regret  that  I  became  acquainted 
with  them  too  late  for  the  trial,  and  at  a  period 
when  numb^rlefs  niisfortunes  had  compelleld 
mpi  for  a  time  at  leaft,  to  renounce  the  idea^ 

With  whatever  confidence,  however,  thelt 
fidelity  had  ipfpired  me,  I  did  not  negledl  thf 
precautions  dieted  by  prudence.  I  never 
trufted  myfelf  With  them  beyond  the  precinQs 
of  my  camp,  unlefs  when  well  armed,  I  will 
even  confefs,  that,  at  firft,  I  made  my  p^ple 
keep  watch ;  that  I  had  conftantly  a  dog  in 
my  tent  during  the  night ;  and  that  my  fire* 
arms  were  always  well  loaded.  But  at  the 
fame  time.  I  muft  alfo  acknowledge  that,  in 
taking  thefe  precautions,  I  had  not  fo  much 
in  view  the  Hpuzouanas  of  the  horde,  as  the 
reft  of  their  nation,  who,  not  being  acquainted^ 

and 
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and  having  contraded  no  alliance  with  m^ 
might  difcover  my  fires,  and  think  themfelvei 
authorifed  to  take  me  by  furprife,  and  attack 
me  in  the  night,  after  the  manner  of  thofe  free-^ 
hooters  known  in  general  by  the  liame  of 
Bolhmen. 

My  adventures  haVe  given  me  already  m'an^^ 
opportunities  of  fpeaking  of  thefc  Bofhmeni 
1  hate  before  faid,  that  the  people  at  the  Cape 
comprehend  under  this  general  af pellafiotl 
every  man,  of  whatever  nation  ot  colour,-  whc?, 
deferting,  retires  to  the  forefts  or  the  irioun* 
tains,  there  to  aflbciatc  with  other  fugitivesi 
live  with  them  under  fuch  laws  as  a  baiid  of 
robbers  may  be  fuppofed  to  form,  and  fubfift 
by  rapine,  without  even  fparing  (imilar  aflb-i 
ciations  of  his^  fellows  and  equals^ 

The  HouzouattaSj  being  kn6wn  only  hf 
their  incurfions  and  plundering,  are  in  the  cb-» 
lonies  often  confounded  with  the  Boflxmen^ 
and  diftinguiflied  by  the  faifte  appellation/ 
Sometimes,  however,  from  their  tawny  co- 
lour, they  are  called  Chinefe  Hottentots  J  and^ 
by  means  of  this  dotfble  denomination,  ill-in-i 
formed  travellers  may  eafily  be  led  into  an 
error,  of  which  the  confequehce  muft  be,  thalf 
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their  narratives  will  be  replete  with  abfurdit j 
and  falfehoods. 

Their  real  name^  and  the  only  one  which 
they  give  themfelves,  is  that  of  Houzouana ; 
and  they  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
Bofhman,  who  are  not  a  diftin£):  people,  but  a 
mere  colledion  of  fugitives  and  jrree-4>ooterSf 
The  Houzouanas  form  no  alliances  but  ampng 
themfelves.  Being  almoft  always  at  war  with 
the  furrounding  nations,  they  never  mix  witli 
them ;  and,  if  they  confent  at  any  tim^;  to  ad^ 
mit  a  ftranger  into  their  hordes,  it  is  only  after 
a  long  acquaintance,  a  fort  of  apprenticefhip, 
during  which  he  has  given  proofs  of  his  fide-: 
lity,  and  jeftablifhed  his  courage.  The  Hot- 
tentot whom  I  found  there  had  fubmitted  to 
this  trial,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  acquitted  himfelf  was  held  in  the  higheft 
eftimation. 

Though  the  Houzouanas  are  wanderers  in 
their  country,  and  fpend  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  in  emigrations  and  diftant  excurfions, 
they  inhabit  an  immenfe  diftridt,  of  which,  in^ 
deed,  they  are  almoft  the  fole  inhabitants,  and 
from  which,  in  my  opinion,  no  nation  would 
be  able  to  expel  them.     It  forms  that  part  of 
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AfAtk  which,  iii  a  direaion  from  eaft  to  wefti 
extends  from  Cafiraria  to  the  countty  of  the 
Greater  NimiqtUis*  With  regard  to  its  hreadth^ 
frotH  fouth  to  north,  I  am  ignorant  of  its  ex- 
teiit ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  very  confideraUe ; 
not  only  becaufe  an  immenfe  territory  is  ne^ 
ceffary  to  fo  wandering  a  people,  but  alfo  be- 
caufe I  have  reafon  to  think  the  individuals  of 
this  nation  to  be  very  numerous. 

It  is  fuppofed  at  the  Cape  that  their  popu-^ 
lation  is  fmall ;  and  the  reafon  of  rhis  opinion 
is,  that  when  they  emigrate  to  the  weftern 
coafts,  whether  for  the  purpofe  of  fubfifting 
therefor  a  time  or  to  plunder,  they  are  never 
feen  iti  large  bodies.  But  with  thefe  people 
this  is  only  a  ftratagtm.  Afraid  of  being 
attacked,  were  their  number  known,  they  con- 
ceal  their  march  as  much  as  poffible.  They 
purfue  their  courfe  through  the  nartroweft  de- 
files,  or  over  the  tops  bf^  mountains ;  and  fre- 
quently even  they  travel  only  by  night.  This 
caufes  thefti  to  be  the  more  dreaded  ;  and  it  is 

♦  • 

often  imagined  that  they  afe  already  in  th6 
neighbourhood,  when  they  are  a  hundred  or 
j^rhaps  two  hundred  leagiies  diftant. 

I  afti  inclined  to  beKcve  that  the  Houztni- 
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ftnas  are  the  original  ftiem  of  the  various  na- 
tions inhabiting  at  prefent  the  fouthern  part 
of  Africa,  and  that  from  them  all  the  tribes  of 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  Hottentots  are  de- 
fcended.  Proofs  of  this,  I  think,  may  be  per- 
ceived  in  their  features,  and  in  that  clapping 
noife  of  the  tongue  when  they  fpeak,  which 
in  them  is  much  more  firikirig. 

Thefe,  however,  are  vague  conclufions,  in- 
fu£ficient  to  eftablifli  the  fadt  in  queftion,  which 
tequires  more  decifive  teftin^onies.  The  peo- 
ple thcmfelves  know  nothing  of  their  origin. 
In  vain  did  I  feveral  times  interrogate  them 
on  the  fubje£t ;  they  always  replied  that  they 
inhabited  the  fame  country  which  had  been 
inhabited  by  their  anceftors ;  and  this  was  all 
the  fatisfadion  I  could  obtain.  It  was  not  till 
my  return  to  the  Cape  that  I  received  any  in- 
formation concerning  them,  which  was  from 
a  few  old  planters  refiding  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  colony  ;  and  though  I  confider  their  ac- 
counts  only  as  ancient  traditions,  the  veracity 
of  which  I  dare  not  warrant,  I  (hall  here  lay 
them  before  my  readers. 

When  the  Europeans  came  to  eftabliih  them- 
felves  at  the  Cape,  the  Houzouanas,  they  faid, 
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inhabUed  the  country  of  Camdebo,  the  fiiow}f 
ai6untaln$|  and  the  diftri£t  that  feparates  thef? 
mountains  from  Ca&ariar  Become  neighs 
hours  to  th^  colony^  in  eonfequence  of  ita 
extending  itfelf  towards  thetn,  they  at  firft 
lived  on  peaceable  terms  witb  the  planters  ^ 
and,  as  they  dilplayed  more  iatel%en<;e  an4 
greater  adivity  tHan  the  Hottentots,  they  were 
even  employed  in  preference  to:  aiSft  in  ch4- 
livating  the  land  and  ia  fwrming  the  fettle-r 
ment. '  Thij^  good  imdcrftanding  and  harmoHy 
were^  however,  foon  interjupted  by  that  mulr 
titudfe  jdf  lawlefs  bandittii  fept  from.  HoUan4  t^ 
people  the  country.  • 

Thefe  worthlefs  profligates  wifhed  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  land  without  the  trouble  of 

•  •  '  '  .      * 

tilling  it.  Educated,  befides,  with  zJi  the  pre- 
judices of  the  whites,  they  irriagined  that  men 
of  a  different  colour  were  born  only  to  be  their 
flave$.  They  accordingly  fubjedted  them  to 
bondage,  condemned  them  to.  the  moft  la- 
boriQU^  fervices,  and  repaid  thefe  ferviccf  wit]bb 
liarih  and  fcvere  treatment.  The  Houzouanas, 
incenfed  at  fuch  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  con- 
duit)  r^ufed  any  longer  to  work  for  them,  and 
retired,  to  the  defiles  of  thdr  mountains^    The 
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{ilanteirs  took  up  arms  ahd  purfued  th^m ;  they 
maflacred  them  without  pity,  and  feized  on 
their  cattle  and  their  country.  Thofe  who 
efcaped  their  atrocities  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  removed  to  the  land  which  they 
now  occupy ;  but,  on  quitting  their  former 
poiT^iiions,  they  f wore,  in  their  own  name  and 
that  of  their  pofterity,  to  exterminate  thefe 
European  monftcrs,  to  be  revenged  againft 
whom  they  had  fo  many  incitements.  And 
thus,  if  tradition  be  true,  was  a  peaceful  and 
induftrious  nation  rendered  warlike,  vindiiSive, 
and  ferocious. 

This  hatred,,  fo  juft  in  its  principle,  has  been 
perpetuated  from  generation  to  generation^ 
though  the  Houzouanas  of  the  prefent  day  are 
ignorant  of  the  original  caufe  of  it.  Bred  up 
with  an  invincible  averfion  to  the  planter?^ 
they  know  only  that  they  are  animated  to 
plunder  and  deftroy  them ;  but  it  is  only  by  a 
vague  fentiment  of  deteftation,  with  the  fource 
of  which  they  are  unacquainted ;  and  which 
happily,  in  rendering  them  cruel  towards  the 
planters,  does  not  prevent  them  from  being 
good,  kind,  and  humane,  towards  each  other. 

What  I  have  faid  rcfpefting  the  moral  and 
:  N  a  phy- 
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'phyfical  qualities  of  the  Houzouaiias  proves,  irt 
my  .opinion^  that  at  prefent  they  form  a  diftinft 
nation  j  l>iit  what  fingularly  excited  my'afto- 
'  niih^nent  was  the  enormous  natural  rump  ©f 
-the  women,  which,  like  the  artificial  ones 
adapted  foiioe  years  ago  by  the  French  ladies, 
diftinguiflbes  them  from  every  other  people, 
favdge  or  pollfhed,  I  have  ever  known. 

I^li^ave  feveral  times,  in  my  former  travels, 
had  occafion  to  remaik,  that,  among  the  fe- 
male HoUeiUots  in  general,  as  they  advance-in 
age,  the  inferior  part  of  the  back  fwells  out, 
and  acquires  a  fize  which  greatly  exceeds  the 
;proportion  it  bore;  in  infancy  with  the  other 
^parts  of  the  body.     The  Houzouana  women, 
having  in  thcir-iigure  fome  refemblance  to  the 
Hottentots,  and  appearing,  therefore,;  to  be  of 
.the  fame  race^  our  might  be  induced  to  .believe 
that  their  projeciion  behind  is  only  the  Hot- 
.tentot   rump  more   fwelled  and.  extended.     I 
pbferved,  however,  that  among  the  former  this 
fiajiularity  was  an  excrefcehce.  of  flow  growth, 
and  in  fome  meafmx  an  infirmity  of  old  age; 
•  whereas    amcngr^he   latter    it  is .  a   natural 
deformity,  an  original  .charai^eriftiC  of  their 
race;  •    •        .      ■ 
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'RdSc(S^hg  on  the  caufe  of  this  phenomenon, 
1  ^fcrfbed  k  at  firft  to  an  extraordinary  curva-  ^ 
ture  of  the  fpihe,   or  to  a  prominence  of  the 
lower  vertebrae  and  os  facrum,  which,  proje^-^ 
ing  forwards,  gendered  that,  part  more  protube^  - 
rant,  and  threw  the  haunches  bur  of  their  ufual 
pofitign ;   but  very  decifive  obfervations  foon 
convinced  me  of  the  contrary.     The   bones, 
which  form  the  flceleton  of  the  reins  were  in 
their  natural  fituation ;  none  of  the  vertebrae 
were   deranged ;  and  this  extended  rump  is 
only  a  fat  and  flefhy  m^k^  which,  upon  every 
movement  of  thjs  body,  exhibits  a  moft  re-, 
raarkable  quivering  and  undulation. 

I  faw  a  girl,  three  years  old,  entirely  naked,, 
as 'indeed  are  all  the  children  of  the  favages  at 
that  age,  playing  and  jumping  before  me  for 
feveral  hours.  I  at  firft  pitied  her  condition, 
in  heiog  loaded  with  fo  cumbroijs?  a  burden, 
which  Lthought  muft  obftruft  her  movements  ; 
but  I  did  not  perceive  that,  on  this  account,  (he 
was  the  lefs  at  her  eafe,  or  at  all  reftrided  in 
her  freedom.  In  amufmg  herfelf  with  a  young 
brother,  (he  would  fometimes  walk  along  as  if 
fhe  had  been  counting  her  fteps ;  then  fuddenly 
flopping,  and  damping  her  foot  againft'  the 
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ground,  would  give  a  fliock  to  her  body, 
made  her  pofterloi^  quiver  like  a  lump  of  fluk« 
iog  jelly.  The  little  urchin  would  endejivour  to 
imitate  her ;  but  not  being  able,  as  he  had  not 
the  fame  configuration  behind,  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  females,  he  would  burft  into  a 
paffion,  while  his  filler  laughed  heartily  %t  his 
difappointment* 

The  Houzouana  mothers  wear  on  their 
reins,  like  our  miners,  a  ikin  which  covers 
this  protuberance  of  thepofleiiors;  but  which, 
being  thin  and  pliable,  yields  to  the  quivering 
of  the  flelh,  and  becomes  agitated  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  on  a  journey,  or  wh$n  they 
have  children  too  young  to  foIk>w  them,  they 
place  them  upon  their  rump*  I  faw  one  of 
thefe  women  run  in  this  manner  wiiji  a  child^ 
about  three  years  of  age,  that  flood  ere^  on 
ks  feet  at  her  back,  like  a  foot- boy  behlpda 
carriage. 

With  this  monllrous  deformity,  who  w6uH 
believe  that  the  Houzouana  women  have  a  hand 
and  foot  remarkably  delicate;  that  their  arms  are 
beautifully  formed  ;  and  that  thefe  parts  of  their 
body  are  abfolutely  perfeft  ?  Obliged  to  follow 
their  hufbapids  in  their  loog' cxcurfions,  they 
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wear,  Hketliem,  fandals ;  like  them,  hare  their- 
lieads  covered  with  a  <ap  .formed  of  the  flcin 
of  a  jackal ;  and,  like  them  alfo,  go  almoft  erv- 
tirdy  naked,  wearing  before  only  a  very  fmaU 
aprOii  ^f  inodefty,  imd  on  th<rir  loins  the  piec« 
of  leather  of  which  I  have  hticxt  fpoken.  At 
their  iide  is  a  box  inade  of  wood,  ivory,  or 
tortdife-fliell,  to  hold  the  greafe  with  which 
tb^  hougheu  and  befmear  themfelves,  and 
the  t^l  of  "kf&kt  quadruped,  &ced  to  the  end 
t>f  aflick,  with  Which  they  wipe  then- body 
and  face  when  they  perfpirjc.  They  have  no 
feeads  ttot  my  ornament  whatever,  utilefs  w« 
confider  as  o^aments  garters  and  braceles^  of 
raw  leathen 

A«  a  fond&efs  for  ^refs  aftid  a  deiir ie  of  j^s^ 
iirtg  are,  however,  natural  to  thae  fex,  the 
Houzouana  womea  no  foon«  faw  the  beads 

* 

and  toy*  wrA  whifch  thofe  ia  my  troop  were 
ornamented  than  they  exprefled  a  defire  to 
bav«  fbme  alfo,  I  diftributed,  therefore, a  few 
to  each  of  them  j  and  froni  that  moment  they 
never  ceafed  to  wear  them,  and  wJthinuchv 
apparent  fati&faftion, 

I  have  faid  that  they  boughou  atid  befmear 
tbemfelvcs  with  greafe.     This  cuftom  is  com- 
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mon  to  the  men  as  tvell  as  to  the  women. 
.Like  the  wreftlers  and  pugilifts  of  antiquity, 
th^y  think  it  neceflary  to  preferve  the  pliability 
of  their  limbs.  For  this  operation,  they  emr 
ploy  the  fat  of  fuch  animals  as  they  kill  in  the 
chacfe ;  and  if  that  fail  them,  th^y  have  recourfe 
to  the  oil  which  exudes  from  the  nymphs  of 
ants  when  they  broil  chem  for  nourifliment,  and 
which  they  collect  and  prcferve  for  the  purr 
pofe.  Their  bodies,  when  anointed  with  this 
oil,  have  a  very  ftrong  fmpll;  but  it  is  not  dif* 
agreeable.' 

On  the  third  day  of  my  encampment  near 
the  horde,  five  men  and  two  women  arrived 
from  an  cxcurfion,  bringing  with  them  two  live 
fheep.  The  fruits  of  their  depredations  had 
confided  of  three  of  thefe  aniqfials ;  but  the 
third  efcapcd  by  the  way  and  was  lofL 

They  were  driving  the  flieep  before  then^, 
when,  on  approaching  the  kraal,  they  fuddeiily 
perceived  my  camp*  The  fight  of  fo  inany 
ftrangers,  of  whom  they  had  no  knowledge, 
alarmed  them.  They  inftantly  aban^pned 
their  booty,  and  retired  with  precipitation; 
but,  feeing  their  companions  in  a  ftate  of  fafety, 
which  feemed  to  announce  that  we  were  op 
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^Qod  -terms  with  each  other,  they  again  advan-r 
ped,  and  in  lefs  than  aQ  hx)ur  were  as  familiar 
9S  the  reft. 

As  1  intended  to  make  an  excurfion  towards 
the  north  north-weft,  for  the  purpofe  of  diCr 
povering  rare  birds  or  new  hordes,  I  ciommu- 
nicated  my  defign  to  the  Houzouanas,  who 
readily  offered  to  accompany  me,  but  confeHed 
at  the  fame  time  that,  having  never  pene- 
trated far  ii^to  that  part  of  the  countryj^  they 
could  give  me  no  information  refpeding  if. 

^^^^-g  ignorant  What  time  this  cxcurfioa 
might  require,  and  with  what'  difficulties  it 
might  be  attended,  I  thought  it  prudent  that 
fome  of  my  own'  people  ihould  be  of  the  party« 
The  journey,  however,  wras  extremely  fk-i- 
tiguing,  and  unprodudiye  of  the  fmalkft  dif» 
coyery.  . 

On  my  return,  the  Houzouanas  propofed 
another  in  the  oppofite  quarter.  To  accom* 
plifli  this  fecond  excurfion,  it  would,  bene^ 
^effary  to  traverfe  the  mountains  for  three 
whole  days,  after  which  I  fhould  find  nations 
"with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  and  who  were 

pf  the  K  abobiqua  race ;  but  I  muft  have  left 

* 

fnj  horfes  md  c^ttfe  behind  me,  as  the  roads, 

they 
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iihey  faid,  were  impaflahlc  for  thefe  animalsi 
Though  this  plan  was  agreeable  in  certain 
points  of  view,  k  difpleafed  me  in  others. 
Happily,  however,  they  enabled  me  to  form 
another,  which  1  determined  to  execute. 

I  have  already  remarked,  that  it  was  by  a 
fortun^e chance  that  1  fell  in  with  them.  They 
were  then  on  iheir  way  to  the  eaftem  coafts, 

V 

and  had  halted  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet  only 
to  wait  for  fome  of  their  parties,  who  had  de- 
tached  thetnfetvee  from  the  general  body,  in 
order  to  go  ar^marauditig  ia  the  plains.  Their 
route  towards  tht  eaft  was  little  different  fr6A 
that  which  I  propofed  to  take ;  and  I  iaw  that, 
by  maichtag  along  whh  them  or  engaging 
them  to  attend  mcf  I  ihould  obtiain  trufty 
guides  as  well  as  aUe  defenders.  It  was  po& 
lible  that  I  might  meet  with  bodies  of  H6u« 
zouanas,  with  whom,  were  none  of  thefe  peo* 
f^  in  my  com^nmy,  t  might  be  obliged  to 
combat.  United  to  them,  ihould  I  eVen  be 
attacked  by  a  tehole  nation,  I  had  nothing  t(^. 
fear. 

I  did  not,  therefore,  hefitate  a  moment ;  and, 
to  efcorc  me  as  fair  as  Fi(h-River,  I  ofiered 
them  four  milch-cows.    To  people  who  often 

expofc 
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(iitpdfe  tlielr  lives  for  a  fingle  Qxtcf,  this  was  a 
temptation  not  to  be  refifted.  Accordingly 
they  requefted  only  that  I  would  allow  them 
four  or  five  days  to  colle<9:  their  friends~^to 
which  I  readily  confented. 

In  the^  evening  they  difperfed  themfclves 
over  the  mountain,  climbing  to  the  higheft 
fummits,  there  to  kindle  fires  which  might 
ferve  as  fignals  to  the  fcattered  parties  of  their 
friends ;  or  to  obferve  thofe  which  the  latter 
might  kin^e  in  the  plains.  They  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  they  fucceeded  in  making  their 
fires  be  perceived,  all  the  different  bodies  would 
immediately  join  them,  i 

Nodtirnal  fires  are  a  peculiar  language  ua« 
derftood  and  employed  by  almoft  all  favage 
nations.  .  None,  however,  have  carried  this  art 
fa  far  as  the  Houzouanas,  becaufe  none  have 
to  mueh  need  of  underflanding  and  bringing 
it  to  perfection.  If  it  be  neceffary  to  announce 
a  defeat  or  a  victory,  an  arrival  or  departure, 
a  fuccefsful  plundering  expedition  or  the  want 
of  afliftance,  in  a  word,  any  intelligence  what- 
^er,  th^y  are  able,  either  by  the  number  of 
their  fires  or  tiie  manner  in  which  they  ar-^ 
ran^e  them,  ta  make  it  known  in  an  inftant. 

They 
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They  are  even  fo  fagacious  as  to  vary  their 
firjjs  from  time   to  time,   left   their   enemies 
flipuld. become    acquainted  with  th^ir  fignals,. 
and  treacheroufly  employ  them,  in  their  turn, 
to  furprife  them. 

I  am  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the  prin- 
tiples  of  this  language,  invented  with  fo  much 
ingenuity ;  not  having  aiked  them  to  teach 
me  fo  much  as  the  elements  pf  it,  becaufq  I 
was,  certain  they  would  have  refufed.  All  I 
can  fay  is,  that  three  fii:cs  kindled  at  the  dif*» 
tance  of  twenty  paces  from  ejich  other,  fo  as  to 
form  an  equilateral  triangle,  are  a  fignal  for 
rallying ;  at  leaft,  during  the  five  days  em- 
ployed in  calling  together  and  waiting  for  the' 
fcattered  detachments,  they  made  no  othef. 

It  appears  4s  if  the  raarjiuders  were  'at  top 
great  a  diftance. to  perceive  their* ilgnalsj  for 
none  of  them  returned.  Their  jibfence,  how^ 
ever,  did  not  prevent  Ijs  frpna  fetting  out  on 
the  fixth  day.  The  Houzpuaqas  left  their  hut§ 
(landing;  and,  to  announce  tlieir  depjirture, 
four  men  remjiined  in  the  Jcraal,  who  had 
orders  tp  kindle  other  |ires,  and  to  jpin  us  'm 
the  night,  after  they  had  lighted  them.- 

This  arrangement  was  highly  difpleafiqg  to 

my 
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tnjf^'-poltfodris.  They  apprehended  that  the 
Intention  of  my  guides  was  to  lead  us  into  fonic 
iimbiifli,  whefe"  we  IhouW  all  be  maflacred ; 
and  that  th^  four  men  left  behirid  were,  by  their 
fignals,  to  give  notice  to  fame  of  their  parties  to 
coilie  upon  u«  while  we  were  aifleep.  In  (hort, 
there  v/as  no  danger  which  their  terrified  ima?- 
gination  did  not  dread  ;  -  and  So  gr^at  .  was 
thcitcowardicQ,  that  th^y  jdurft  not  venture  ta 
ftir.frpm  my  canlp,  even  in  the  day  time;  nor 
.would  my  hunters  ever  go  dut  to  th«  chacff 
junlefs  I  accompanied  them. 

We  direded  our  .courfe  acrofs  the  moun- 

•  •  « 

t^xm  ia  ^  (Iraight  Jine  towards  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  did  not  halt  till  ten  at  night,  in  a  place 
where  we  found  pleqty  of  good  water  in  the 
cayities  of  the  rocks.  Towards  midnight,  the 
four  men  of  the  horde  arrived  j  and  if  their 
prefence  afforded  me  pleafure^  as  it  announ- 
ced the  fcrupulous  punduality  and  afl:ive 
zeal  of  their  pation,  it  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
my  poltroons,  whofe  fufpicions  it  in  fomc 
meafiire  allayed. 

Though  they  now  faw  their  pretended  ene- 
mies before  them,  they  were  neverthelefs  fo 
ftruck  that  they  ftill  apprehended  fome   poc- 

turnal 
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tarnal  treachery.  I  hadi  therefore,  no  need  td 
recommend  to  them  to  be  vigilant.  Not  one 
indulged  himfelf  in  fleep  j  on  the  contrary, 
they  all  fpent  the  night  in  caftihg  their  eyes 
every  where  around,  palpitating  if  they  heard 
the  fmalleft  noife,  and  watching  with  alarm  the 
kaft  movement  of  the  Houzouanas,  who,  during 
the  whole  time,  were  repofing  in  tranquillity. 

When  day  appeared,  fo  that  I  could  diftin- 
guiih  objects  around  me,  I  obferied,  with 
confiJerable  pain,  that  the  earth  was  abft>« 
lutely  parched  up,  that  it  did  not  prefent  a 
•fmgle  blade  of  grafs,  and  that  my  cattle  mud 
4jonfequently  have  remained  the  whole  night 
without  food. 

I  communicated  my  uneafinefs  to  the  Hbu- 
zouanas,  and  afked  them  how  many  days  it 
would  require  to  go  in  a  (trdight  dire&ion  to 
the  fea,  and  whether  we  fhould  meet  with 
jpafturage  and  water  on  our  route.  Their 
^nfwer  threw  me  into  confternation.  They 
informed  me,  that  if  the  drought  had  been 
general,  as  they  were  affured,  we  muft  exptStf 
by  advancing  in  that  quarter,  to  find,  where- 
ever  we  pafled,  a  foil  equally  naked,  and  in 

all  probability  dcftitute  of  water.  . 

After 
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After  iuch  intclKgence,  it  was  Impolfibk  for 
me  to  proceed  farther.  Befi46S  expofing  my- 
felf  to  the  hazard  of  lofing  all  my  cattle^  and 
of  leaving  in  the  defert  the  greatjer  part  of  my 
cffedls,  I  could  not  forget  that  I  had  every  day 
to  feed,  independently  of  my  own  party,  forty 
new  mppth^s  ;  and  that  for  fuch  a  multitude  an 
abundance  of  large  game  would  be.  requifite^ 
In  a  country  that  afforded  neither  pafturage 
nor  water,  what  hopes  were  there  of  finding 
fuch  game,  when  the  period  of  their  paflage 
was  el^pfcd  ?  The  cafe  wa$  now  different  from 
what  it ,  had  been  in  the  fertile  plains  of  Caf- 
fraria,  when  the  body  of  Hottentots  in  my  trair^. 
who  were  fo  interefting  and  of  fo  much  import- 
ance to  me,  haying  plenty  of  every  things 
increafed  the  happinefs  of  ray  fituation  by  the 
moft  agreeable  relaxations  aqid  the  riaoft  varied 
amufem^ts.  Here  wretchednels  and  fatigue 
were  likely  to. be  my  conftant  companions;  and, 
though  free  from  the  apprejhenfions  and  terror 
whrch  pervaded  my  whole  company,  I  was 
far  from  beholding .  with  the  fame  eye,  as  in 
that  inilance,  thefe  new  favages,  aflbciated  with 
me  in  my  e^ccurfions,  and  offering  to  Ihare  in 
my  fatigue.  My  only  refource,  under  the 
$  ^  prefent 
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prefent  circumftances,  was  to  proceed  to  a  dit 
trict  lefs  parched ;  and  having  on  this  point 
interrogated  itiy  Houzouanas,  they  affured  me^ 
that,  by  following  the  chain  of  mountains,  vf€ 
could  not  fail  to  find  both  water  and  parftu- 
rage. 

There  was  rxo  lotiget^  occafion  to  hefitatc. 
I  gave  orders,  therefore,'  to  facfe  about  j  and 
we  •  direfted  our  courfe  along  the  edge  of  the 
mountains  that  bounded  us  on  the  eaft.  Bat 
the  road  we  had  to  travel  was  fo  covered  with 
ftbnes  and  interfe£ted  by  ravines,  that  we  fperrt 
the  whole  ddy  iti  advancing  fix  leagues,  and 
1«rithott  ib  rtiuch  as  once  halting,  riotwith- 
ftanding  the  Infupportable  heat  of  a  fcorching 
lun,  as  we  could  find  neither  water  nor  fheltet 
by  the  way. 

I  met  tvith  nothing  remarkable  during  this 
day's  journey,  except  the  neft  of  an  oftrich, 
in  whicTi  was  th(^  female  hatchirtg  her  young. 
Three  eggs,  depofited  on  the  bare  ground,  lay 
before  *  her'}  knd  fhe  was  fitting  upon  nine 
others,*^^  the  young  in  which  were  in  fo  advan- 
ced a^ftate  as  to  be  ready  to  burft  the  fhelh 

The  feparation  of  the  eggs  in  this  manner 
into  two  parcels,  near  to,  but  diftSmt  from 

each 
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Citch  dther,  is  a  fad  I  have  already  maitioned 
in  my  firft  travels ;  but  the  way  in  which  I 
accounted  for  it  has  been  contradidled.  There 
are  perfons  who  cannot  believe  that  the  oftrich 
places  eggs  before  her  ntffi,  to  ferve  as  food 
for  her  young  when  they  are  hatched.  So 
inuch  forefight  ift  a  bird,  which  we  have - 
hitherto  thought  proper  to  confider  as  the 
emblem  of  flupidity,  appears  to  thetn  an  im- 
probable fiction.  It  has  been  faid,  that,  before 
the  puUication  of  my  travels,  no  naturalfO: 
ever  mentioned  the  circumftance ;  which  is  the 
ium  total  of  all  the  objedions  they  can  make ; 
and  I  have  furely  no  need  to  fhew  its  futi- 
lity, fmce,  as  naturalifts  have  fpoken  fo  dif-. 
ferently  on  other  points,  what  conclufion> 
would  be  made  (hotild  I  affirm,  on  my  part, 
that  they  have  ptiblifhed  nothing  but  falfehoods 
and  errors  ? 

How  many  difcoveries  in  natural  hiftory, 
controverted  at  firft  on  account  of  their  no- 
velty, are  now  admitted  as  inconteftable  truths ! 
When  \  traveller  thought  proper  to  fay,  that 
coral  was  not  a  marine  produdion  of  the  Vege- 
table kingdom,  but  a  real  neft  conftruded  b)r 
in&ds ;  and  when  Delifle,  on  his  return  from 

Vol.  III.  O  China, 
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China,  advanced  that  ambergris  Was  produeed 
by  a  whale,  and  gave  proofs  of  it,  were  there 
not  men,  your  clofet  naturafifts,  who  oppofed 
their  aflcrtions  ? 

Let  U8  not  believe  from  vague  report  every 
thing  indifcriminately.  Such  condu£t  would 
by  no  means  accord  with,  the  di<a:ates  of 
reafon.  Let  us  previoufly  ex^tmine  the  cre- 
dibility due  to  the  pe^;fon  who  may  ad- 
vance new  fafts,  and  the  evidence  adduced  in 
fupport  of  them ;  but  let  us  not  rejedt  them 
merely  becaufe  they  are  new.  The  more  we 
ftudy  nature,  the  more  we  fhall  diibover  cir- 
cumftances  which  it  will  be  impoflible  for  us 
to  explain.  But  how  many  daily  occur  before 
our  eyes,  which  we  even  never  thjink  of  exa- 
mining !  Let  thofe  writers  on  natural  hiftory, 
whofe  whole  fcientific  knowkdge  confiftsrin 
reading  and  reafoning  from  books,  iafbrm  me, 
for  example,  why  the  fwaJlow,  when  its  neft 
is  deftroyed,  will  begin  ten  or  twelve  times  fuc- 
ceffively  to  rebuild  it  in  the  fame  place,  while 
indigenous  birds  abandon  theirs  as  fbon  ^s  it 
has  been  touched,  aati  go  elfe where  to  con^ 
ftru£k  another. 

With  regard  to  the  eggs  fet  apart  by  the 

dftrich 
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oftrieh  for  the  firfl:  nolirifli  merit  of  her  young, 
I  caa  quote,  in  fapport  of  my  affertlon,  the 
teftimony  of  a  celebrated  tiavigator,  Ae  Bou« 
gaiaville,  who  had  failed  round  the.  globe 
before  I  even  thought  of  vifiting  Africa.  Hav- 
ing called  upon  me  to  fee  .my  Qol)e£tibn  of 
natural  hiftory,  after  the  publication  of  my 
firft  travels,  and  the  con  verfation  turning  upon 
what  I  had  written  re(pe£ting  the  aftrich^  he 
told  me,  that  my  obfervation  was  ftridtly  cor- 
red,  that  he  had  every  where  met  with  proofs 
of  it,  and  that  he  had  refrained  from  being 
the  firft  to  publifli  it,  from  the  fear  that  his 
veracity  would  be  called  in  queftion.  Thia 
however  is  orle  of  thofe  novelties  which  ought 
to  be'made  known  by  men  capable  of  beftowing 
on  them  credibility ;  for  the  opinion  the  world 
has  formed  of  a  man  is  often  indifpenfible  to 
the  giving  the  colour  of  truth  to  the  moft  iiil- 
queftionable  fa£ts. 

From  what  I  have  here  had.occdfion  to  fay 
refpeding  the  oftrich^,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
fhall  be  pardoned  fot  adding  a  few  obferva^ 
tlons  more  upon  the  fame  fubje£t. 

It  has  "be^  aflerted  by  a  naturalift  to  whom 
fcience  is  much  indebted,  that  at  Senegal  this 

O  a  bird 
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bird  fits  on  her  eggs  during  the  night  only  j 
and  that  fhe  abandons  them  id  the  day  tO;  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
heat  at  Senegal  be  greater  than  under  the  fame 
latitude  on  the  other  fide  of  the  equator,  nor 
whether.the  oftriches  of  the  former  are  fupc- 
rior  in  inftindk  to  thofe  of  the  ktter  climate. 
But  from  the  Cape,  as  far  as  the  twenty^fecond 
degree  of  latitude,  I  have  feen  nefls ;  dnd  I 
can  alTert,  that  I  never  found  one  which  was 
•not  covered  by  a  male  or  a  female,  unlefs,  from 
the  death  of  the  oftrich  that  had  been  fitting  oa 
them,  or  foibe  other  particular  accident,  thd 
eggs  had  been  totally  deferted. 

Wiih  regard  to  the  number  of  eggs,  the  fea- 
fon  when  they  are  laid,  and  the  period  of  in« 
cubation,  nothing  that  can  be  depended  on  is 
yet  known :  for  thofe  who  have  traverfed 
Africa  prefent  us,  on  this  fubjeft,  with  contra- 
didory  evidence  only,  the  uncertainty  Of  which 
muft  neceflarily  eipbarrafs  the  naturalifL 

What  may  haveled  travellers  into  an  error 
is,  that  in  the  fame  diftriO:  ^e  fee^  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  a  female  which  has  begtfh 
to  lay,  young  oftriches  two  or  three  months 
qUj  and  others  as  Itfge  m  th»  mother.    AH 

this 
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this  preients  an  idea  of  diforder  in  the  fpecies, 
which  proceeds  from  two  caufes.  I  (hall  fpeak 
of  the  firft  elfewhere,  as  it  is  common  to  all 
^e  birds  of  Africa ;  and  content  myfelf  at  prc- 
fent  with  mentioning  the  fecon4*  \ 

Birds  of  the  fame  fpccies  copulate  generally 
at  the  fame  feafon>  and  confequeiitly  ought 
all  to  produce  young  about  the  fame  periods 
Their  eggs,  however,  may  be  deftroyed,  and 
the  mother  obliged  in  confequence  to  lay  a 
.fecond,  and  even  perhaps  a  third  fet ;  and  it  ift 
evident  that  there  will  th§n  be  young  fcarcely 
hatched,  while  others  will  have  attained  a  eon- 
fiderable  iize. 

This  is  the  cafe  with  the  oilrich.  She  gene-* 
rally  lays  ten  eggs ;  but  thefe  eggs  are  much 
fought  after  by  the  favages,  who  confider  them 
as  dainties ;  and,  ^hen  chey  difcover  them,  they 
never  fail  to  carry  them  away*  The  confe- 
quence is,  that  the  animal  is  retarded  in  laying, 
and  that  young  oftriches  are  reared  of  differ* 
ent  ages^  Jf  a  Hottentot  find  a  neft  where 
incubation  U  not  yet  begun,  and  if  he  fup« 
pofe  that  it  jis  known  to  htmfelf  only,  it  be« 
comes  a  treafure,  the  produce  of  which  he 
Vill  referve  for  a  long  time. 

O  3  Inftead 
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Inftead  of  fembviog  the  eggs  all  at  bnce^  he 
takes  only  one  or  two,  eonvjiQced  that  the  fe<4 
male,  who  never  begins  to  fit  till  (he  has  com-* 
pleted  her  number,  will  lay  again.  -Two  days 
after  he  will  repeat  his  theft.  In  fliort,  if  he 
plunder  with  addrefs  and  precaution,  he  may 
caufe  her  to  lay  as  many  as  fifty  ;  and  fomei^ 
times  even,  when  the  neft  is  occupied  by  two 
or  three  oftriches  aflbci^ted  together,  and  fit- 
ting in  company,  as  I  have  feen  and  already 
mentioned,  he  may  procurp  a  ftill  greater 
number. 

A  naturalift  unacquainted  with  th^fe  fa£l:$ 
niay  eafily  be  led  into  an  lerror.  Accordingly^ 
when  a  favage  telis  him  that  he  has  taken  from 
an  oftrich's  neft  fixty  or  eighty  eggs,  and  peis- 
haps  moric,  he  opght  thus  to  account  for  the 
circumftance,  and  not  imagine  that  there  is 
any  great  variation  in  the  number  laid  by  dif- 
ferent individuals  of  this  fpecies.  Bpt  I  returfi 
to  my  camp. 

Scarcely  had  we  halted  at  the  botfom'of  the 
mountains,  when  my  Houzouanas  haftened 
to  climb  them,  in  order  to  difcover  the  fires  of 
their  abfent  friends,  and  to  kindle  others  to  in- 
form them  where  they  miffht  be  found.  Theiir 
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figtiafe,  however,  were  equally  fruitlefs  as  be- 
fore ;  but  thefe  adive  people  had  carried  aH 
my  leather  bottles  with  them  to  the  top  of  the 
anountaias;  and,  when  they  returned,  ^  they 
brought  them  back  filled  with  frefh  water. 

On  my  departure  from  Orange-River,  I  had 
provided  my felf  with  a  great  number  pf  thefe 
bottles,  which  I  had  caufed  to  be  made  of 
flieep's  Ikins,  in  imitation  of  thofe  invented  by 
my  people  to  contain  the  oil  of  their  whale. 
They  were  commonly  carried  by  the  women, 
either  on  their  backs,  affixed  to  a  ftrap,  or  fuf- 
peoded  between  two  from  a  ftick  which  each 
held  by  one  end ;  but  the  Houzouanas,  from 
the  time  they  formed  a  part  of  my  caravan, 
were  fo  polite  as  to  eafe  the  women  of  this 
Inirden ;  and,  while  they  accompanied  me^  thefe 
vefiels  were  always  carried  by  them. 

The  chain  of  mountains  extended  in  a 
jbuthem  diredkion.  We  continued  our  journey 
for  two  whole  days  along  its  courfe ;  and  we 
(*yery  where  found  pafture  for  our  cattle,  and 
water  in  the  rocks  for  ourfelves.  This  route, 
however,  thwarted  the  defire  I  had  of  pene- 
trating farther  to  the  weft,  thereby  to  approach 
rhe  borders  of  th?  fea. 

O  4  ^,       To 
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To  the  weft,  before  me,  yirere  other  moutv* 
tains,  the  chain  of  which,  more  confiderable 
dftill  than  ^hat  we  had  followed,  loftitfelfon 
the  horizon,  and  by  its  direftion  was  likely  to 
conduA  me  to  the  ocean,  where  I  was  defirous 
.of  ending  this  excurfion.     My  guides  aflured 
me  that  I  ihould  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding 
courfe,  meet  both  with  pafture  and  water. 
They  added  too,  that  in  the  mountains  there 
were  feveral  hordes  with  whom  they  were  at 
prefent  in  amity ;  and  to  convince  me,  by  the 
favourable  reception  that  would  be  given  them 
:by  thefe  hordes,  that  they  knew  how  to  con- 
ciliate and  retain  friends,  they  requefted  me  to 
puf fue  thi«  courfe. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations  united,  I  was 
induced  to  comply  with  their  defire.  However^ 
before  I  gave  orders  for  our  departure,  I  wiftied 
to  know  how,  far  we  had  to  travel.  For  this 
purpofe,  I  afcended  one  of  the  peaks,  and,  efti- 
xnating  the  diftance  between  the  two  chains,  I 
.  concluded  that  it  was  about  twenty-four  leagues. 
.  But  it  gave  me  great  uneafmefs  to  obfervc,  that 
the  whole  plain  beneath  prefented  fcarcely  any 
thing  to  my  view  but  dry  fand ;  that  it  contained 
vicry  little  verdure,  and  not  a  fiogle  tree. 

With 
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Wilhcur  provifionsand  leather  bottles,  wchad 
for  ourfelves  a  fufficient  fupply  for  this  fatiguing 
journey  ?  hut  it  was  neccflary  that  our  cattle 
Ihould  accomplifh  it  without  perhaps  either  bat- 
ing or  drinking.  Cattle  in  Europe,  if  condemned 
thus  to  faft  for  two  days  under  a  fcorching  fun, 
in  a  march  of  twenty-four  leagues,  and  through 
a  horrid  dcfert,  would  undoubtedly  perifti  •  but 
ours,  accuftomed  to  long  and  frequent  fatigue, 
were  capable  of  fupporting  it.  However,  to 
prepare  them  by  a  little  reft,  I  remained  en- 
camped two  days  ;  and  employed  the  time  in 
hunting  excurfions,  in  which  we  killed  fe* 
veral  coudou  antelopes  and  a  female  elephant, 
which  fur niflied  us  with  abundance  of  pro* 
vifion. 

On  the  day  appointed,  we  fct  out  early  in 
the  morning,  and  did  npt  halt  till  nine  in  the 
evening.  My  cattle,  as  I  expeded,  had  found 
by  the  way  no  water,  and  very  little  grafs ; 
and,  after  fo  laborious  a  journey,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  that  they  fhould  ftill  pafs  the  night 
without  food. 

With  regard  to  ourfelves,  the  Houzouanas 
had  been  fo  provident  as  to  fill  all  my  leather 
bottles  with  water  found  among  the  rocks  j  but, 
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having  been  beaten  about  the  whole  day,  it  was 
as  warm  as  lie ;  and,  as  it  had  contracted  too 
the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the  ikins  in  which  it  was 
confined,  it  feemed  calculated  to  ad  rather 
a&  an  emetic  than  to  refrefh  us  and  allay  our 
thirlL 

Fortunately  I  h^d  faved  a  few  jars  oF  wine 
and  beer,  which,  having  become  four  by  the 
citation  and  heat,  formed  excellent  vinegar, 
I  poured  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  it  among  the  water 
which  we  had  to  drink;  and  its  acidity,  by  cor- 
recting the  difagreeable  tafte,  rendered  it  a  more 
heakhj&il  beverage. 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  fires  towards 
the  fouth-weftt  As  they  feemed  to  announce 
fome  of  thofe  hordes  of  whom  the  Houzouans^ 
had  fpoken,  I  gave  orders,  when  we  fet  out 
aextt  morning,  to  proceed  towards  them. 

This  day's  journey  could  not  fail  of  being 
extremely  fatiguing  to  animals  which  had  not 
tafted  drink  for  twenty-four  hours ;  but  to  mp 
it  was  more  fo  than  it  needed  to  have  been,  be* 
caufe,  having  left  the  caravan,  in  company 
with  Klaas,.  to  purfue  fonie  pale-yellow-co- 
loured zebras  we  had  perceived  in  the  plaiq, 
yj^  Ipft  qurfelvgs  fof  a  time,  and  wandered  over 
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^  greait  deal  of  ground  to  little  purpofe  l>erore 
we  could  recover  our  way. 

Agreeably  to  the  rule  I  had  laid  down  of 
fending  a  few  perfom  before  me,  when  I  ap- 
proached a  new  horde,  \o  inform  them  of 
my  arrival  and  conciliate  their  friendfhip,  I 
thought  proper  to  obierve  the  lame  pra6):ice  oa 
the  prefent  occafion.  It  filmed  eveu  of  im«- 
portance  that  I  ihould  choofe^  as  deputies  for 
that  purpofe,  fome  of  the  Houzouanas,  who 
had  boailed  of  being  the  friends  and  allies  of 
all  the  liordes  in  this  diftrift.  But,  as  they  had 
told  me  they  were  liow  at  peace  with  them^  I 
concluded  that  this  was  not  their  habitual  ftatej 
and  that,  coniequently,  they  and  their  neig}i-> 
bours  would  behave  to  each  other  with  refervc 
JPor  that  reafon  I  was  unwilling  to  dilpatcli 
any  of  the  Houzouanas.  So  much  intimac]^ 
appeared  to  me  fufplcious  i  not  that  I  thought 
Che  latter  capable  of  treachery ;  but  I  was  afraid 
left  the  horde  ihoujd  be  prejudiced  againll  xat, 
when  they  found  me  i^ttended  by  ib  manj 
followers,  and  faw  me  introduced  by  people 
who  were  certainly  more  dreaded  than  loved^ 

To  fend  any  of  my  own-  Hottentots  was 
4pp^a<lic§ble.     If  jthtey  went  alpne,  they  could 

not 
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not  have  accompUfticd  the  objcdl  of  their  m^ 
'fion  for  want  of  interpreters;  and  if  accpn^ 
panied  by  Houzouanas,  the  iaconveQlence  of  a 
difagrceable  prepoffeffion  ftiU  fubfifted.  While 
linder  this  uncertainty,  I  had  only  ope  courfe 
to  purfue :  to  ^ive  up  all  thoughts  of  difpatch^ 
ing  any  one  before  me^««which  was  the  plan  I 
adopted.  About  nine  in  the  evening  we  ar- 
f  ived  in  fight  of  the  horde ;  and^  without  any 
y>reliaiinarie9, 1  immediately  encamped  at  the 
diflance  of  about  two  huqdred  p^^es. 

An  arrival  fo  abrupt  was  likely  to  fill  them 
"With  alarm,  and  perhaps  inAantly  to  difpecie 
ihem.  But,  whatever  might  be  thek  fear,^  they 
had  been  rendered  incapable  of  flight  hy  a  yery 
melancholy  misfortune.  A  great  number  of 
them  had  s^lready  fallen  ra  facrifice  to  a  pefti-t 
lential  diforder ;  and  thofe  who  remained  were 
flill  attacked  by  it  as  well  as  their  cattle*  Cor 
vered  with  ulcers  from  head  to  foot,  they  lay 
.extended  in  their-  huts,  and  exhaled  a  cad^ 
verous  fmell  that  was  fcarcely  fupportable. 

This  peftilence,  they  faid,  had  firft  broken, 
out  itt  the  countries  towards  the  eaft,  where  its 
fpread  had  been  attended  with  dreadful  ravage  i 
and  it. was  there  they  h^d  caught  the  infe^ion* 

A  few 
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A  few  days  before,  fach  of  the  horde  as  fup- 
pofed  themfelves  ia  good  health  had  retired 
towards  the  fouth,  to  avoid  its  influence ;  but 
the  difeafed  told  us  they  had  carried  the  feeds 
of  it  along  with  them;  and  that  it  would 
probably  fliow  itfelf  before  they  had  accotn* 
pUflied  their  journey. 

I  fhaU  here  obfferve,  that  this  flight  may 
ierve  to  explain  fome  abfurd  afl!ertioQs  t6  he 
found  in  the  works  of  certain  ill-informed  tra- 
vellers*  Savage  nations,  according  to  their  ac- 
count, when  emigrating  or  on  journeys,  aban-^ 
don  fuch  old  and  infirm  perfons  as  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  follow  them«  This  is  a  ca- 
lumny founded  upon  an  error,  which  the  hGt 
above  related  may  ferve  to  redify. 

The  horrid  fpedacle  we  had  before  our  eyes 
filled  with  much  alarm  my  whole  caravan, 
and,  above  all,  my  Greater  Nimiquas,  who, 
moft  fuiceptible  of  terror,  becaufe  the  moft 
tinlid  and  pufillanimous  of  the  company,  ha4 
befides  fome  experience  of  this  plague,  which 
they  had  feen  fpread  itfelf  among  their  nation^ 
and  with  the  eflfe^ts  of  .which  they  were  con« 
fequently  acquainted. 

They  declared  to  me  that,  if  1 1^  not  alter 
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my  itotite,  they  would  quit  me  the  next  mdiH- 
Shg ;  that  the  fear  of  being  attacked  by  the 
Boihxnen  was  nothing  in  comparifon  of  fo 
horrid  a  deaths  which  they  confidered  as  ine- 
vitable ;  and  that,  after  all,  it  might  be  poffible 
for  them  to  efcape  the  Bofhmen  by  travelling  > 
in  the  night. 

For  once,  their  terror  appeared  to  me  to  be 
well  founded*  I  was  not  free  my felf  from  appre- 
benHon.;  and  I  certainly  had  aa  little  defire  as 
tbcy  to  expofe  myielf  to  a  difeafe  which  in 
three  days  might  involve  us  in  general  de- 
ftrudion. 

I  gave  notice,  therefore,  that  next  morning 
at  fun*rife  I  fhould  decamp ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  took  fuch  precautions  2^s  I  conceived  to 
be  neceflary  for  our  prefcrvation ;  as  polling 
ourfelves  to  the  windward,  kindling  fires 
around  us  duripg  the  night,  and,  above  all, 
guarding  our  cattle^  to  prevent  them  from  ap* 
proachlng  thofe  of  the  horde,  left  they  £hould 
catch  the  infedkion.  Next  morning,  having 
fent  fome  tobacco  to  the  tick,  giving  orders  to 
thofe  who  carried  it,  to  depotit  it  at  a  diftance 
from  the  huts»  and  ftri£tly  charging  them  to 
accept  of  notiiiog  in  return,  I  made  the  fignal 

for 
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for  departing ;  and  wc  fet  out  with  a  refolu- 
tion  of  advancing  due  caft,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  infedlion,  which  adlually  prevailed  in  the 
quarter  in  which  we  had  been  already^  tra- 
velling. 

We  now  regretted  that. we  had,  two  days 
before,  quitted  the  eaffern  chain  of  mountains, 
and  weredefirous  of  returning;  butitwasim-> 
poifible,  without  making  a  long  journey  and 
fubje£ling  ourfelves  to  new  and  extreme  fa- 
tigue, to  effed:  it.  Our  good  fortune,  however^ 
ient  us  an  abundant  rain,  which  comforted  and 
refreflied  my  cattle. 

Notwithftanding  this  relief^  as,  befides  thdr 
burdens,  they  had  to  carry  my  people  alfo, 
and  as  they  travelled  thirteen  leagues  without 
flopping  more  than  an  hour  or  two,  they  ar^^- 
rived  very  much  exhaufted.  I  was  even 
obliged  to  leave  two  of  them  by  the  way ; 
but  luckily,  having  been  revived  by  the  rain 
and  a  little  repofe,  they  followed  us  to  the 
camp  during  the  night. 

Of  all  my  attendants,  the  Houzouanas  al6ne 
ftill  retained  fome  courage  and  ftrength :  as  to 
the  reft,  little  accuftonaed  to  extraordinary  fa- 
tigue, and  ill  calculated  to  endure  it,  they  were 
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quite  worn  out.  They  dragged  themfelved 
along  with  great  difficulty,  and  were  obliged 
in  turns  to  ride  upon  the  oxen.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas,  with  their  eyes  funk  and  a  de- 
je£led  air,  had  fcarcely  ftrength  to  utter  ^ 
word ;  but,  though  they  did  not  fpeak,  their 
iilence  every  moment  announced  the  regret 
they  felt  at  having  engaged  ta  follow  me.  la 
fliort,  whoever  had  feen  ray  caravan  would 
have  taken  it  for  one  of  thoft  flying  hofpitals 
that  ufually  follow  in  the  rear  of  an  army. 

The  animals  themfelves,  extenuated  hf 
long  fading  and  long  marches,  fhared  in  the 
general  dejedion.  My  horfea  were  lame  j  and, 
as  it  was  jmpofiible  to  ufe  them,  I  had  been 
obliged  to  travel  on  foot.  I  have  already  re- 
marked, that  fuch  was  the  fatigue  of  my  oxea^ 
that  I  had  been  forced  to  abandon  two  of  them. 
The  feet  of  my  dogs  were'abfolutely  fore  and 
covered  with  blood.  They  wer^  not  only 
become  indifferent  refpeding  the  purfuit  of 
game,  but  faw  it  rife  before  them  without  ftir-» 
ring  fo  much  as  a  ftep  to  follow  it.  I  could 
not,  as  formely,  place  them  in  my  waggons ; 
for  I  had  none.  It  was  a  truly  affeding  fpec- 
tacle  to  fee  the  limping  manner  ia  which  they 
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Walked.  From  rime  to  time  they  flopped  to 
lick  their  feet ;  -but  this  momentary  relief,  by 
foftening  the  fkin,  rendered  them  ftill  more 
painful. 

The  night  was  attended  with  no  other  event 
than  the  difcovery  of  fome  fires,  which  we  ob- 
ferved  before  us  on  the  mountdns,  and  which 
were  productive  of  joy  as  they  awakened  our 
hopes.  My  Houzouanas  in  particular  teflified 
their  fatisfa^ion,  conceiving  at  firil  that  they 
were  iignajs  made  by  their  companions  j  but 
having  looked  attentively,  without  diftinguifli- 
ing  in  thefe  fires  their  own  language  and  cha^ 
raCtera,  they  agreed  in  confidering  them  as  kin- 
died  by  fome  neighbouring  horde  with  whom 
they  were  unacquainted. 

The  fleep  and  repofe  of  a  fingle  night  were 
not  fufficient  to  reftore  flrength  to  people  fo 
much  harafTed  as  mine.  Accordingly  in  the 
morning,  they  all  complained  that  they  were 
not  able  to  fland  upright ;  and  I  thought,  fojr 
a  moment,  that  I  fhould  have  been  obliged  to 
remain  in  the  place  where  I  had  encamped. 
Having,  howeVer,  reprefented  to  them  that  it 
would  require  only  a  day's  journey  to  reach 
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the  mountains  and  the  horde  whofe  &es  wtf 
had  feen,  and  promifed  that  I  would  halt  there 
for  fome  days,  to  give  them  time  to  reft  them-« 
felves,  they  refiimed  courage  and  recovered 
the  ufe  of  their  legs. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  horde.  My  oxen 
and  dogs,  having  fccnted  fome  water,  inftantly 
quitted  us^  and  proceeded  as  faft  as  they  could 
to  the  kraal,  without  its  being  in  our  power  to 
check  or  recall  them.  Their  fmell  had  not  de*- 
ceived  them.  They  found  fome  wells ;  but, 
as  they  were  fhut,  they/  qould  only  fnuff*  the 
vapours  around  without  fieing  able  to  quench 
their  thirft. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  how  great  muft 
liave  been  the  furprife  of  the  horde  at  the 
appearance  of  all  thefe  animals.  Their  fui^ 
prlfe,  however,  was  converted  inta  alarm  whea 
they  beheld  my  whole  party,  and  obferved  npsx 
them  a  large  body  of  thofe  Houzouanas  £» 
much  dreaded,  with  a  white  man  in  the  midft 
of  them,  lefs  formidable  perhaps,  but  ftill  more 
terrifying  to  a  people  who  had  never  feen  b^ 
fore  a  perfon  of  his  colour*    Aftonilhed  and 
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fiupefied  by  the  fpeftacle,  they  had  neither  the 
firength  to  fly  nor  the  aflbrance  to  advance  to* 
wards  us»  .       . 

To  free  them  from  this  painful  ftate,  I  drew 
near ;  and,  without  feeming  to  perceive  their 
cmbarraffmeht,  caufed  my  interpreters  to  afls 
them  if  they  had  among  them  any  perfons  in- 
fe<9:ed  with  the  malady  which  had  driven  us 
from  the  weftern  mountains.  My  queftion' 
filled  them  with  terror.  They  were  acquaint- 
ed by  experience,  as  well  as  my  Nimiquas, 
with  its  devaftations ;  but  at  that  time  they 
^v^ere  not  attacked  by  it  j  and,  upon  receiving 
their  anfwer,  I  inftantly  ordered  my  camp  to 
be  formed  near  them. 

During  the  laft  four  days^  my  animals  had 
travelled  more  than  forty  leagues  without  taft- 
ing  water  or  food,  except  once  at  the  difeafed 
horde.  I  found  pafturage,  however,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  my  prefent  encampment; 
and  I  propofed,  according  to  my  promife,  to 
halt  fome  days  in  order  to  give  time  to  my 
v7hole  caravan  to  recover  their  ftrength.  Pn 
this  account,  I  was  defirous  of  eftabliihing  an 
intercourfe  with  the  new  horde  and  conciliating 
their  friendfhip.     This,  however,  appeared  at 
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firft  to  be  a  matter  of  fome  difficufty.     Nei"* 

ther  in  the  afternoon  nor  in  the  evening  had  i 
fingle  perfon  of  the  kraal  approached  my  campj 
and  the  fentiments  which  this  condudt  an- 
nounced furprifed  me  the  more,  as  no  favage 
nation  had  ever  behaved  towards  me  in  the 
fame  manner.  Were  they  afraid  of  mc,  of 
the  Houzouanas^  or  of  the  infediious  diftcm- 
per  prevailing  in  the  canton  fron>  which  we 
had  come  ?  1  his  queftion  I  cannot  refolve : 
but  their  keeping  at  a  diftance  betrayed  fufpi- 
cion  at  leail ;  and  this  fufpicion  was  fo  great, 
that,  during  the  night,  they  deliberated  whe* 
ther  they  Ihould  not  retire  to  the  mountains. 

Klaas,  who  fought  every  opportunity  to 
ferve  and  affift  me,  having  gone  out  at  break 
of  day  to  make  obfervations,  came  to  commu-» 
nicate  to  me  an  important  remark.  The  horde 
was  very  confiderable  j  and  yet  he  had  feen 
only  a  fmall  number  of  cattle,  incapable 
of  fupplying  food  to  fo  many  individuals, 
llence  he  concluded  that  they  had  removed 
or  concealed  the  greater  part  of  their  herds :  a 
conje(£iure  that  appeared  to  be  w^ell  founded  5 
but  the  condud  of  thefe  favages  afflidcd  more 
than  it  aftonifhed  me. 

Defirous, 
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Dcfiroiis,  if  poffible,  to  put  an  end  tb  It,  I 
aflembled  the  Houzouanas,  prefcribed  to  thenv 
the  condti£k  which  I  wiQied  them  to  obferv^ 
towards  the  horde,  and  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  if  they  gave  occafion  for  the  flight- 
eft  complaint,  they  would  not  only  forfeit  my 
friendfhip,  but  that  I  would  unite  with  the 
horde  to  exterminate  them  even  to  the  laft 
man.  They  protefted  that  they  would  ftriftly 
adhere  to  what  they  had  promifed ;  and  I 
muft  here  repeat,  that  during  the  whole  of 
their  ftay  with  me,  they  never  once  f^il^d  ia 
their  engagements. 

Being  perfedly  eafy  in  regard  to  the  Hour 
zouanas,  my  next  bufinefs  was  to  remove  the 
diftrufl  of  the  horde ;  and  with  this  view  I 
repaired,  without  a  fmgle  attendant,  inftantly 
to  the  kraal.  The  confidence  which  this  ftep 
announced  on  my  part  diflipated  their  fears, 
and  prefently  there  was  eftablifhed  between  ua 
a  perfed  union.  Their  flocks  and  herds  re- 
appeared. In  the  evening  they  came  to"  my 
camp  with  fon>e  milk  ;  and  they  brought  me 
even  a  few  fheep,  for  which  ^  paid  them  libe- 
rally in  tobacco.  I  bought  alfo  five  oxen  and 
four  cows,  which  I  immediately  delivered  to 
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th,e  Houzouanas,  thereby  fulfilling  the  engage- 
ment into  which  I  had  entered  with  them. 
In  fhort,  the  whole  horde  came  the  next 
morning,  with  the  utmoft  cordiality  and  kind* 
ncfs,  to  vifit  me. 

To  ftrengthen  thefe  fentiments  of  frater- 
nity, I  propofed  a  grand  hunting  party,  to 
which  every  perfon  fhould  be  admitted  with- 
out exception.  We  killed  on  this  occafion 
abundance  of  antelopes ;  and,  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  game,  I  gave,  as  will  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  a  liberal  fupply  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  horde. 

The  reft  which  my  cattle  enjoyed  during 
my  abode  with  thefe  people,  and  the  excel- 
lent pafturage  which  they  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, foon  reftored  them  to  their  former 
condition.  There  was  nothing,  therefore, 
to  retard  my  departure ;  and  I  was  under  the 
lefs  uneafinefs  refpeding  my  future  route,  as 
t\it  Bojhmen^  grafs  J  everywhere  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mountains,  was  in  full  bloom. 

Before  I  quitted  the  horde,  I  wiflied  to  do 
them  a  farther  kindnefs;  and  I  propofed  that 
they  fhould  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
alli^nc?   with  the  ~ Houzouanas :  a  treaty  at 

.    :  which 
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which  neither  crowned  heads  nor  ambafladors 
would  affift ;  but  whichj  by  a  pledge  fimple 
and  patriarchal,  might  be  maintained  as  invio- 
late, and  rendered  perhaps  more  durable, 
fr  ■  .      .        *        *  ^ .  , 

than  by  the  pompous  words  humanity,  juftice, 
and  honour,  fo  often  employed  to  mafk  per- 
fidy and  falfehood.  The  Houzouanas  offered 
to  accede  to  it ;  and  the  other  party  were  too 
much  interefted  in  its  conclufion  not  to  con« 
fent  alfo.  .The  pledge  was  an  ox  and  tv^o 
iheep^  which  the  horde  gave  to. the  Houzou- 
anas; and  the  two  nations  promifed  to  be 
friends,  or  rather  one  of  the  two  engaged  to 
live  at  peace  with  the  other. 

Upon  quitting  the  horde,  we  continued  our 
march  for  nine  miles  together  without  halting, 
following  the  finuofities  of  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains; and,  juft  as  it  was  dark,  arrived  at  a 
fpring  containing  water  fufficient  to  form  a 
jivulet,  which  was  overfhaded  by  mimofas. 
We  had  fcarcely  approached  it  when  we  were 
fuddenly  alarmed,  by  a  loud  noife.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  a  herd  of  wild  animals,  which, 
having  taken  up  their  ftation  on  the  batiks  of 
the  rivulet,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  us  be- 
took themfelves  to  flight. 

P  4  Defiroug 
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Defif  ous  of  knowing  with  what  neighbours 
or  whjat  enemies  we  had  to  deal,  I  procured  a 
fight,  ahd  perceived  through  the  fmoke  that 
the  fugitives  were  elephants.  By  our  fires^ 
however,  and  by  difcharging  a  few  volleys 
from  time  to  time,  we  foon  got  rid  of  them, 
and  pafled  the  night  in  tolerable  quiet. 

"When  day  appeared,  I  found  that  the  chain 
of  mountains  altered  its  diredtion,  and  ftretched 
to  the*  weft  till  it  difappeared  from  the  view. 
My  firft  plan  had  been  to  advance  to  that 
quarter ;  but  I  could  not,  at  prefeht,  perfevere 
in  it,  without  expofing  myfelf  and  people  to 
the  danger  of  that  horrid  peftilence  which 
ravaged  thecoufttry.  I  confulted,  therefore, 
my  Houzouanas  as  to  what  route  remained  by 
which  to  reach  Fifli-River ;  for,  eventually, 
it  was  there  I  wifhed  to  arive,  and  it  was 
there  alfo  they  had  agreed  to  conduct  rac. 

My  demand  could  not  fail  to  give  them  fa* 
tisfadtion,  fince,  by  putting  it  in  their  power 
to  guide  me  to  the  river  by  the  fliorteft  road, 
they  would  be  the  fooner  able  to  difchargc 
their  engagement,  and  the  fooner  at  liberty  to 
go  in  fearch  of  their  companions,  and  retiira 
to  their  home. 

They 
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They  replied,  that  the  river  was  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountains  behind  us ;  that  if 
I  would  truft  myfelf  to  their  care,  and  agree 
to  crofs  the  chain,  they  would  in  two  days 
bring  me  to  i,ts  banks ;  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  defiles,  through  which  they 
pledged  themfelves  to  convey  my  baggage  la 
perfect  fafety ;  and  that  the  firft  day,  perhaps, 
would  enable  me  to  judge  whether  they  were 
people  who  knew  how  to  difcharge  their  pro« 
piifes. 

For  myfelf,  having  fouiid  them  hitherto  tena- 
cious of  their  word,  I  had  no  doubt  of  their 
fidelity,  and  refolved,'with  the  fuUeft  confidence, 
to  give  myfelf  up  to  their  diredion*  This,  how* 
ever,  was  not  tlie  cafe  with  my  people.  Their 
alarm  revived,  and  they  again  imagined  them- 
felves loft.  The  Greater  Nimiquas,  a  timid 
race,  incapable  of  a£tion  in  the  time  of  danger, 
and  always  ready  to  be  frightened  at  ihadows, 
were  ftill  the  firft  to  diffcminate  terror.  The 
fires  which  the  Houzouanas  every  ^  evening 
kindled  on  the  eminences  around  us,  had  been 
to  them  an  objedl  of  continual  dread.  In  their 
opinion,'  they  were  fignals  made  to  call  in 
other  marauders,  and  give  them  notice  of  the 

moment 
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moment  when  they  were  td  attack  us.  That 
moment  they  faid  was  approaching ;  for  they 
5i^erc  fure,  when  led  into  the  inxpaffable  defiles 
of  the  mountains,  that  w$  fhould  all  one  after 
another  be  maifacred. 

.  Though  this  terror  appeared  to  me  abfurd^ 
I  ^  could  employ  no  argument  to  remove  it 
but  the  favourable  opinion  I  entertained  of  the 
Houzouanas.  However,  before  I  undertook 
fo. hazardous  a  journey,  the  dangers  and  diffi« 
culties  of  which  were  unknown  to  us,  I  con- 
ceived  it  prudent  to  learn  whether  I  could 
depet^  upon  any  of  my  people,  and  whether ' 
the  fear  manifefted  by  the  Nimiquas  was  gene* 
ral  in  my  camp. 

.  I  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  interrogate 
JCIaas,  the  mod  faithful  and  mod  fagacious  of 
all  my  troop,  and  who,  on  that  account, 
was  become  my  counfellor  and  friend.  I  aiked 
him  if,  during  his  intercourfe  with  the  Hou- 
zouanas, and  the  many  opportunities  he  mull 
have  had  of  obferving  their  conduct,  he  had 
/een  any  thing  that  ought  to  infpire  me  with 
^iftruft  refpeding  their  proppfal ;  any  thing 
fkzt  fhould  lead  me  to  apprehend  that,  by 
meatas  of  th^ir  fignals,  they  had  kept  up  a 

7  corre- 
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correfpondence  with  their  friends^  and  in* 
tended  to  entice  us  among  the  mountain?^ 
where,  having  feparated  us  from  each  other^' 
it  would  be  eafy  for  them  to  deftroy  us. 

Klaas,  fo  far  from  being  intimidated,  ca» 
deavoured  to,  infpire  me  with  greater  confix 
dence.     He  juftly  obferved,  that  the  Hou;eou^ 
anas/by  the  manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto . 
conduced  themfelves,  had  fufficiently  proved 
that  they  could  have  harboured  againft  us  no 
perfidious  defign ;  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
journey,  inftead  of  walking  and  confulting  to- 
gether, they  always  intermixed  with  the  com* 
pany,  were  always  the  firft  to  give  me  every 
affiftance  in  their  power,  to  look  after  my  tat-» 
tie,  to  fhare  in  the  labours  of  my  camp,  to 
brave  the  greateft  fatigue  in  order  to  fetch 
water  from  the  fteepefl  rocks ;  that  as  to  the 
fires,  fo  alarming  to  my  people,  they  were  the 
fame  as  thofe  we  had  feen  kindled.at  a  diflance 
previous  to  our  arrival,  and  by  no  means  fig- 
nals  defigned  to  injure  us  j  in  Ihort,  that,  at  all 
events,  it  would  be  moft  prudent    to  a^  as 
ufuali  and   not  by  a  different  behaviour  give 
them  reafon  to  fufped.  that  we  were  afraid  of 
or  wifhed  to  avoid  them. 

Thle, 


420  TRAVELS    IN 

This  language,  from  a  man  fo  obfervant, 
faithful,  and  intrepid,  fixed  my  refolution.  It 
was  of  little  importance  to  mq,  whether  th<? 
Nimiquas  and  others  of  the  fame  charafley 
were  afraid  or  not,  or  whether  they  followe4 
me  or  ftaid  behind,  I  was  determined  to  pur^f 
fue  the  route  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  and  to  abandon  my felf  entirely  to 
their  direaion.  Befides,,  I  was  certain  that, 
when  I  fet  out,  my  poltroons  would  infallibly 
accompany  me ;  which  was  really  the  cafe. 

None  but  a  nation,  adlive  and  indefatigable  ' 
as  the  Houzouanas,  would  have  attempted  to 
crofs  thefe  mountains,  or  have  fucceeded  in 
their  enterprife.  For  my  part,  I  foon  found 
fo  many  obftacles  and  embarraffments,  that^ 
unattended  by  fuch  guides,  I  freely  confefs  I 
(hould  have  confidered  the  undertaking  as  the 
height  of  folly,  and  given  inftant  orders  fo  my 
people  to  return. 

The  Houzouanas  tl^iemfelves  had  even  ex- 
peAed  this  j  and  they  ^deavoured,  in  every 
poffible  way,  to  animate  and  encourage  us. 
I  faw  them  run  on  before,  afcend  the  higheft 
peaks  to  difcover  the  eafieft  paflfages,  and  re- 
turjl  alertly  to  point  them  put  to  us-     They 
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cared  n6t  ^bout  doubling  their  fatigue^  pro- 
vided  they  could  fave  us  from  any  difficulty ; 
and  they  difplayed  fo  much  intelligence,  £o 
much  zeal  and  attachment,  that,  from  mere 
admiration  of  their  conduct,  I  was  almoft  in* 
fenfible  to  the  painful  and  diftreiling  labour  of 
our  march. 

It  was  the  fame  with  our  animals.     As  my 
people  were  not  in  a  condition  to  attend  them, 
I  was  obliged  to  commit  them  entirely  to  the 
care  of  thefe  guides ;  and   they  (hewed  the 
fame  fidelity  in  regard  to  this  part  of  my  cara- 
van  as  tp  ourfelves.     Whilft  fome   direded 
us  acrofs  the  ravines,  the  narrow  defiles  and 
fifTures,  others  were  employed  in  conduding 
our  loaded  oxen  over  the  tops  of  the  moun« 
tains.     From  the  bottom  of  the  rocks  which 
we  were  climbing,  we  could  hear  them  above 
us  encouraging  them  by  their  cries ;    and  the 
noife  it  ocqafioned,  the  firfl:  of  the  kind  per* 
haps   that  had  ever  difturbed  thefe  folitudes, 
was  re-echoed   from  the  furrounding  cliffs. 
The  wild  animals  were  frightened  by  it.   I  faw 
antelopes,  hyaenas,  and  even  tigers,  flying  from 
us  at  a  diftance,  and  repairing  to  their  retreats. 
The  vulture  top  winged  his  way  in  the  ai^, 

2  abandon- 


fttti  TRAVELS    IN 

abanddnmg  his  ufual.  afylum,  and  replying  t» 
the  bellomng  of  my  animals  by  the  mofi  hor- 
rid 'croaldng. 

Situated  as  we  were,  the  vicinity  of  ferocious 
beafts  gave  me  no  little   uneafinefs.      Being 
neceflkrily  fcparated  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
place^  we  were  perfedly  unable  to  affift  each 
other,  and  had  therefore  every  thing  to  appre- 
hend in  cafe  of  attack*     When  obliged  to  pais 
through  a  narlrow  and  deep  defile,  we  were  exr- 
pofed  to  a  danger  of  another  land.     Enclofed 
between  rocks  piled  one  upon  another,  and 
which  fometimes  rofe  perpendicularly  to  the 
height  of  more  than  two  hundred  feet,  we  ran 
the  rilk  of  being  cruftied  to  4toms  by  the  fall 
of  fbnie  fragment,  detached  by  thofe  who  were 
marching  above  us.     In  the  midft  of  thefe 
dangers,  and  others  created  by  their  imagina^ 
tions,  my  poltroons  were  by  no  means  at  their 
cafe.      Confternation    was    painted  in  their 
countenances.     They  walked  aloog  in  pro- 
found filence,  but  with  emotions  of  difquietude 
at  the  fame  *  time  that  announced  unequivo- 
cally the  ftate  of  their  minds. 

At  length,  by  dint  of  clambering,  we  gained 
th^  fummit  of  the  chain  j  which  the  firft  party  of 

my 
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my  people  had  no  fooncr  reached,  tkaHi  ca&ing 
their  eyes  down  Wards  to  the  plain  below,  the^ 
fhouted  for  joy,  as  if  they  had  efcaped  a  ih!p« 
wreck. 

We  all  flocked  together,  and  the  joy  became 
general.  The  Houzouanas  ihared  in  the  ex- 
ultation, and  pointed  out  to  me  with  (ingulat 
delight  the  windings  of  the  river  in  the  pidn, 
and  the  trees  with  which  its  banks  were  bor- 
dered. -  My  people  began  to  be  afiiamed  of  the 
fufpicions  they  had  entertained  of  the  ficfclity 
of  thcfe  tnen  ;  and  prefenrfy  their  confidence 
was  fo  great  as  almoft  to  difpel  cv&ry  fhadow 
of  uneafinefs. 

It  now  remained  for  us  to  defccnd  the 
mountain ;  and  we  expedcd  here  a  repetition 
of  the  fatigues  which  we  had  already  experi-r 
enced  in  afcending  it :  but,  befides  that  the 
plcafure  of  approaching  the  end  of  our  jotir- 
tiey  could  not  fail  to  foften  them,  we  had  rca*- 
fon  to  conclude  that  they  would  be  muck 
iboner  at  an  end,  becaufe,  the  level  of  the  river 
being  higher  than  the  plain  on  the  oppofitfe 
fide,  the  fpace  to  be  pafied  over  was  a  great 
de^l  £borter ;  and  we  found  alfo,  at  a  certain 
froi:^  thefummit,  aeonvenicnt  ftatioa 

for 
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for  haltiag.  It  was  a  verdant  and  delightful 
valley,  watered  by  a  rivulet  j  and  it  appeared 
.the  more  agreeable^  as  amidft  thefe  hideous 
mountains  we  had  feen  before  nothing  but 
objedls  of  horror,  . 

At  fight  of  this  charming  valley,  my  peo- 
-ple  forgot  all  their  paft  fatigues,  and  were 
equally  rcgardlefs  of  thofe  that  were  to  come. 
The  vicinity  even  of  tigers,  which  had  fo 
much  frightened  them,  no  longer  engaged 
their  thoughts.  They  all  joined  in  requefting 
that  I  would  flop,  and  allow  them  to  pafs  the 
night  in  this  delightful  fpot ;  to  which  I  con- 
fented  the  more  readily,  as  it  afforded  excel- 
lent water  for  ourfelves  and  very  good  paftu- 
tage  for  my  cattle. 

While  my  camp  was  preparing,  I  afcend- 
ed  the  rivulet,  to  recreate  myfelf  with  the 
beauties  of  i4:s  banks.  After  a  few  windings 
I  arrived  at  a  rock,  hollowed  in  the  fhape  of  a 
grotto, .  where  the  flream  took  its  rife,  and 
where  its  cool  limpid  water  formed  a  bafon. 
And  here,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  I  could  not 
refifl  the  temptation  of  enjoying  the  pleafure 
of  the  bath. 

This  relief  comforted  and  refrdlicd  me ; 

and 
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iuxi  I  quitted  the  grotto,  after  leaving  my  haoie 
infcribed  on  that  virgin  rock,  which  before 
liad  perhaps  never  been  vifited  by  humaii 
being. 

lii  the  night  the  HOuzouanas  ran  to  my  tent^ 
with  great  demonfttations  of  joy,  to  idfomi 
me,  that  they  had  at  lengtli  petceived  the  (ig^ 
nals  of  their  comrades ;  and  they  pointed  out 
to  me,  in  the  north*we(l  point  of  the  hori^oo^ 
fires,  which  they  f^d  were  made  by  one  of 
their  liordes,  and  which  they  had  anfwered^ 
letting  the  horde  know  that  they  would  joiii 
it  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day  but  one. 

Had  my  company  been  left  numerous/ 1 
woiild  gladly  have  remained  a  week  by  this 
delightful  brook,  and  near  the  QOpI  grotto  with 
which  I  had  been  fp  mi;ich  pleafed.  But  molt 
of  my  people  werceager  to  return  home ;  the 
river  they  had  in  view  increaied  their  impa- 
tience }  and  the  next  morning  they  ihowed 
as  mudh  ardour  for  departing,  as  they  had  ex«* 
prefled  unwillingnefs  the  day  before  to  quit 
the  brook.  Accordingly  I  affented.  to  their 
wilh  j  and  about  noon  we  reached  the  banks 
of  the  much-defured  river,  without  meeting 
.     Vol.  IIL  Q^  with 
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with  the  leaft  accident  in  die  arduous  pafli^c 
of  the  mountains.    ' 

The  Greater  Nimiquas  now  began  to 
breathe,  and  to  recover  from  their  fright.  The 
firft  day  of  our  expedition,  they  preferved  a 
gloomy  filence,  and  were  penfive  and  melai>- 
choly,  as  if  leading  to  execution.  On  the  fe- 
cond,  when  they  perceived  the  plain,  their 
brows  began  to  unbcijd  a  little,  and  I  perceived 
they  had  acquired  fufficient  confidence  to 
.whifper  each  other  in  the  ear.  But  when>  ar- 
rived at  the  river,  they  breathed  their  native 
air,  and  faw  again  a  country  they  knew, 
cheerfulnefs  and  a  fenfe  of  fecurity  overfpread 
their  countenances,  and  they  recovered  for  the 
firft  time  their  fpeech  and  their  wonted  looks. 
You  would  have  faid,  that,  being  on  their  own 
dunghill,  they  no  longer  feared  thofe  terrible 
Houzouanas,  in  whofe  company  they  had  io 
trembled. 

The  next  mprning  the  Houzouanas  an- 
nounced to  me,  that  they  (hould  depart  aiKl 
join  their  comrades.  I  had  nothing  more  to 
alk  of  them,  as  they  had  performed  their  prjD* 
mife :  yet  I  was  not  willing  that  thefe  faith- 

.  Jul 
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nil  and  intrepid  guides  fliould  leave  me,  with- 
out giving  them  fome  teftimony  of  my  fatit 
fadioQ  and  gratitude ;  but  I  was  in  doubt  what 
ti^rould  be  moft  agreeable  to  them. 

My  ftock  of  tobacco  was  fo  diminifhed, 
that  I  had  been  obliged  for  fome  time  to  be 
ftri^Stly  economical  in  my  diftributions :  hefides, 
thefe  fobter  men^  leading  a  wandering  life  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  the  colony,  are  fo  ac- 
ctiftomed  td  do  without  it,  that  the  want  of  it 
cofts  them  little;  On  glafs  beads  they  fet 
fcarcely  any  value.  What  would  have  been 
moft  acceptable  to  then!  was  a  knife :  but  I  had 
hot  much  Inore  than  half-a-dozen  leftj  and  of 
courfe  I  could  not  give  one  to  each.  I  re- 
folved,  therefore,  to  diftribute  four  among 
them;  and,  that  no  ope  might  havereafon  to 
be  diffatisfied,  I  propofed  that  they  ftiould  flioot 
at  a  mark,  and  that  the  four  who  cairfe  neareft 
to  it  fhould  ea'ch  have  a  knife. 

This  iexercife  w-as  a  fort  of  feftival  for  my 
caravan.  For  my  own  part,  exclufive  of  the 
amufement  I  exped:ed  from  it,  it  would  teach 
me,  from  their  addrefs  in  handling  their  arms, 
how  far  the  Houzouanas  were  formidable; 
aijH  I  fhould  fix  in  their  memories  an  event, 

0^2  which 
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which  would  give  them  reafon  to  talk.  6f  me 
for  a  long  time,  and  make  me  known  to  their 
nation,  if,  as  I  hoped,  I  ihould  rerifit  it- 

My  propofal  was  received  with  a  fhout  of 
}oj.  The  Hottentot  alone  appeared  diflfatisfied 
with  it,  becaufe,  confcious  he  was  the  leaft  ex- 
pert markfmao,  he  defpaired  of  obtaining  21 
prize^  If  I  had  received  fervices  from  the 
Houzouanas,  I  was  more  indebted  for  thefe 
fervices  to  their  natural  difpofition  than  to  him, 
who,  being  a  ftranger  lately  fettled  in  the  horde, 
could  have  little  influence  with  regard  to  their 
treatment  of  me.  Yet,  as  he  had  been  ufefu) 
to  me  in  the  charader  of  an  interpreter,  and  aa 
it  was  he  who  had  principally  given  nje  an  ac^ 
count  of  the  nation,  I  conceived  that  I  owed 
faim  fome  {acknowledgment,  and  therefore 
promifed  him  a  knife. 

Our  fire-arms  are  fo  certain,  in  confequence 
of  their  fight  and  the  manner  in  which  thej 
may  be  pointed  at  an  objeft,  that  in  reality 
it  is  almoft  a  difgrace  to  a  man  not  to  be  dexr 
terous  in  the  ufe  of  them.  It  is  not  fo  with  the 
bow ;  and,  unlefs  the  favage  (hoot  at  an  object 
perpendicularly  over  his  head,  the  fufileer  has 
an  infinite  advantage  over  him,  particularly  if 

the 
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the  cbjed  at  which  he  aims  be  fituated  in  an 
horizontal  direftion. 

In  this  cafe,  unlefs  the  dlftance  be  very  (hort^ 
the  arrow  cannot  go  point-blank  to  the  mark ; 
but^  to  hit  it,  muft  delcribe  a  parabola,  to  de-* 
termine  the  eLemeot«^  of  which  requires  a  com*- 
plicated  calculation. 

Another  neceiiary  point  to  be  conddered  is^ 
the  ^xad  &>rce  that  muft  be  given  to  the  ar« 
row,  that  it  may  neither  go  beyond  nor  fall 
ihort  of  the  mark. 

Fipally,  a  third  f ndifpenfable  circumftanc^ 
to  be  known  is  the  altitude  of  die  curve,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  compound  refult  of  the  force  and 
diftaiice. 

To  explain  jtnyfclf  more  clearly  :--^uppofe 
the  mark  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  diftance } 
in  this  cafe  the  lefs  radius  of  ^e  parabola, 
whatever  be  its  extent,  muft  have,  one  third  of 
the  length  of  the  greater  diameter ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  moft  elevated  point  of  the  courfe  of 
the  arrow  muft  he  fifty  feet.  It  is  neceflary 
tioo,  that  this  point  divide  the  diameter  of  the 
diftance  nearly  into  two  equal  parts ;  fince,  if 
the  arrow  furmount  this  point,  it  will  go  be^ 
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yond,  *  and,  if  it  pafs  below  it,  vrWl  fall  fliort, 
of  the  mark. 

The  way  of  life  I  have  fo  long  led  has  given 
n^e  fomp  experience  of  the  theory  as  well  a^ 
pra<flice  of  this  art.  My  moft  intimate  friends 
know,  that  I  liave  often  brought  down  fwallows 
flying,  by  blowing  an  arrow  through  a  tube : 
?iild  they  have  fecn  me  many  times  cut  a  ball 
in  two  on  the  edge  of  a  knife  which  1  have  fet. 
up  as  a  mark.  I  alfo  handle  the  bow  with  con- 
fiderable  dexterity:  for  in  my  childhood  J 
learned  the  ufe  of  this  weapon  among  the 
young  Caribg  at  Siurinam,  and  1  afterwards 
improved  jnyfelf  in  its  vfe  during  my  travels 
in  Africa  as  often  as  I  found  an  opportunity, 
and  fomctimes  difputed  the  palm  with  th? 
ableft  Hottentot  markfmen'. 

The  favage  knows  nothing  of  the  theory, 
jof  which  I  have  juft  hinted  at  a  few  of  the 
principles :  but  by  praflice  and  experience  he 
acquires  aftonifliing  ability.  What  indeed  may 
not  be  expeQed  from  people,  who,  having  no 
means  of  defending  their  lives  or  pjocuring 
fubfiftence  but  th^ir  bowj  accuftom  themfelves 
to  handle  it  frpqi  their  eirlieft  infancy  ?. 

I  havQ 
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..I  have  ohfcrved  that  the  Hottentots  on  the  ^ 
eaft  are  in  general  very  adroit  in  the  ufe  of  the 
bow :  but  none  of  them  equal  the  Houzouanas. 
With  thefe  the  pradice  of  the  bow  is  become 
an  art;  and  this  art  is  even  a  branch  of 
Acir  military  exercife,  as  I  had  an  opportu-- 
nity  of  convincing  myfelf  by  this  fhooting- 
match. 

The  mark  was  a  black  circular  fpot  made 
with  charooal  oa  the  white  inner  bark  of  a 
largfe  mimofaj^^  whicli  I  caufed  to  be  diyefted  of 
its  outer  rind.  1  left  the  candidates  to  fix 
^mong  themfelves  the  diftance  from  which' 
they  woifld  (hoot,  and  this  they  afcettained  by 
a  fhallow  trench,  which  ao  one  was  allowed  to 
overftep. " 

Thcfe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  all  ran*  to 
die  appointed  fpot ;  but  without  order,  and 
uttering  exclamations  of  joy,  as  if  each  were 
going  to  certain  victory. 

Every  one  then  feledted  from  his  quiver  the 
arrow  which  he  thought  fitted  for  fecuring  the 
prize :  and  the  precautions  they  took  in  mak- 
ingthis  choice,  the  care  with  which  they  exa- 
mined their  arrows  one'  ^fter  another,  and 
the  attention  with  which  they  fitted  them  to 

(^4  their 
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l^heir  bows  and  poifed  (hem  in  their  h^n^«^ 
were  very  remarkable. 

The  arrow  being  feleded^  they  placed  it  oi| 
their  bow ;  then  they  would  croijch  down  with 
their  head  between  their  knees  like  frogs^  leap 
and  fpring  from  fide  to  fide,  as  if  to  ayoid  the 
arrows  of  their  enemies,  make  feints,  take  aim 
at  the  marki  'draw  near  th^  tretich,  recede  from 
it,  and  take  a  hundred  different  attitudes,  whicl^ 
at  firfl  appeared  tp  me  the  tricks  of  a  jack* 
pudding,  but  which  were  in  reality  einployed 
for  the  purppfe  of  eftimating  the  fituatipn  and 
4ifiance  of  the  pbjeQ. 

Every  inflant  I  expeded  from  their  motion^ 
they  were  going  to  fhpot :  but  fuddenly  they 
would  retire  back,  -  begin  again  their  move* 
ments  ^nd  feints,  and  difcharge  their  arrows 
when  I  leaft  expe|£ted  it.  At  length,  whea 
they  had  all  ihot  for  the  firfl  prize,  I  gave  ^ 
knife  to  him  whofe  arrow  had  cpme  peare:^ 
tp  the  centre  of  the  mark. 

The  fame  proceeding  took  place  fpr  each  of 
the  other  three  prizes.  Every  time  a  knife  was  to 
be  fhot  for,  the  remaining  bowmen  employe^ 
the  fame  manoeuvres :  but^  as  the  prizes  dlmi- 
|iifhed  in  number,  they  redoubled  their  ardou^ 

and 
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pad  a^Tity ;  and,  during  more  than  three 
qiiarters  of  an  hour  that  tkt  fport  lailcd,  they 
difplayed  bfcfore  me  ^U  the  feints,  evpliidons^ 
and  ftrallagenis,  of  their  art  of  war^ 

This  exercife  did  not  end  with  the  diftri^ 
bution  of  the  four  prizes.  Thofe  who  were 
unfnccefsful  ftill  continued  to  ihoot|  and  I 
could  not  obferve  without  laughing,  that  fe* 
Tend  of  them,  after  having  hit  the  circle,  were 
in  a  paffion  with  themfelves  for  having  aimed 
fo  ill  when  there  was  fomething  to  be  gained^ 
^d  f#  well  when  it  was  to  no  purpofe« 

In  my  turn,  to  ihow  them  what  I  could  do^ 
I  placed  myfelf  at  the  trench  with  my  large 
icarbine,  and  fired  feveral  balls,  each  pf  which 
hit  the  mark* 

Not  cotitented  with  fhowing  them  toy  owa 
fuperiority,  I  wais  defirous  of  convincing  them 
pf  that  of  my  arms.  For  this  purpofe,  I  took 
10m  at  a  ropk  four  hundred  paces  diftaqt.  At 
every  fhot  I  ft  ruck  off  from  it  a  fplinter,  and 
at  every  ihot  I  pbferved  the  aftoniftied  favages 
ieeking  to  divine  from  my  countenance  by 
fvhat  inconceivable  magic  I  produced  fuch  an 
pffbd,  fo  fpeedily  and  at  {q  great  a  diftance. 
.   To  hei^ten  thdt  aftonifhjnent,  J  placed 

them 
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them  all  in  a  line  fide  by  fide,  and,  ftanding  at 
a  diftance,  I  put  into  my  carbine  a  large  charge 
gf  powder  and  a  ball  with  a  hole  through 
it;  and  then  firing,  I  made  the  bjdl  whizz 
ever  their  heads. 

The  whizzing,  which  they  heard  before  the 
report  of  the  carbine,  ftupefied  them  with 
wonder.  .  They  doubted  not  but  I  could  fend 
a  ball  as  far  as  I  pleafed,  and  that  this  had  gone 
to  take  efFed  at  an  immeafurable  diftance. 
.  Thefe  experiments,  added  to  other  exploits 
they  had  often  feen  me  perforip,  fuch  as  bring-r 
ing  down  fmall  birds  on  the  wing,  and  even 
beetles,  gave  them  ^  hi^h  opinion  of  my  fu-* 
periority. 

Having  thus  imprefled  on  their  minds  an 
exalted  idea  of  my  power,  I  reprefented  to 
them  how  prudently  they  had  aded  in  receiv- 
ing me  with  friendfliip,  and  how  rafli  it  would 
be  in  any  of  their  hordes  to  provoke  my  wrath 
by  ofiending  me.  I  defired  them  to  warq 
their  countrymen  of  the  rifk  they  would  run 
on  fuch  an  occafion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I 
aflured  them,  that,  wherever  I  met  any  of 
.them,  I  fliould  always  endeavour  to  make 
them  my  friends,  as  I  had  a£ted  by  their  horde. 

Fi^ally^ 
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{■"inally,  I  reminded  them  of  the  fervices  I  had 
been  fo  eager  to  render  them,  and  warmly 
thanked  them  fo|:  thofe  they  had  rendered  m« 
in  theif  turn. 

This  produced  the  effe£t  I  expefted.  They 
all  renewed  their  profeffions  of  friendfliip  an4 
attachment,  both  ia  their  own  nan^e  and  that 

.  of  their  comrades.  The  -  women  themfelve« 
pointing  to  the  jewels  and  ornaments  I  had 
|>eftowe4  ofx  them^  g^^^  ^^^  to  underftand, 
that  they  would  confider  it  as  a  duty  ta  wear 
them,  that  all  the  Houzbuanas  might  learn 
to  know  the  white  man,-  the  friend  of  their 

^^  pation. 

I  was  much  flattered  by  theffe  expreffions  of 
gratitude,  from  which  I  derived  the  more 
pleafure,  as  they  proceeded  from  thofe  who 
iiad  npt  fh^red  ip  the  prizes,  of  knives  which  I 
had  fo  recpptly  diftributed* 

As  a  pompenfatipn  for  this,  I  added  liberally 
to  the  orpameqts  I  had  already  beftowed  oft 

.  them,  others  of  the  fame  kiad,  with  which  they 

^ 

were  l^ighly  plcafed.  .The  company  of  the 
women  of  my  caravan  had  given  them,  forae 
|afte  for  drefs.  They  were  proud  of  thus 
prjiamenting  themfelvcs  before  tbeir  hufbands, 

.     -'   ^  who 
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MFbo  feemed,  on  account  of  it,  to  like  them  the 
better ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to  the  other 
HouzQuana  womenof  the  country  they  would 
become  objeds  of  admiration  and  envy.  De* 
Itghtful  amufement !  Enchanting  moments  ! 
In  what  a  world,  and  under  what  laws,  muft 
I  regret  your  lofs ! 

I  could  have  wiflied  to  reclaim  the  Hottentot 
from^  the  wandering  life  he  had  embraced  { 
.which  I  urged  him  to  quit,  ofiering  to  coodud: 
him  back  to  the  plantations  with  me :  but  he 
fteadily  refufed  to  comply  with  my  folicita^ 
tions.  He  had  q.  wife  and  two  young  children, 
from  whom  he  could  not  part ;  and  this  motive ' 
rendered  hb  determination  refpedable  in  my 
eyes.  In  that  country  the  fentiments  of  nature 
^re  not  learned  from  books,  nor  is  it  neceOTary 
to  write  a  volume  in  order  to  (how  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wroqg^,  When  we  parted,  the  people 
of  the  horde  prefled  my  hand,  and  even  my 
cowards  joined  in  the  ceremony.  Yet  I  per- 
ceived, on  more  faces  than  one,  an  e3(pre(!io4 
pf  pleafure  at  being  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  fear;  and  that  fo  many  fcjrvices,  and  fb 
much  friendlhip  and  confidence,  had  not  been 
%h\c  totally  to  eradicate  prejudice  ^qm  every 

7  h?Vt, 
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htm.  Alas !  how  miichlevous  ia  its  eSkQ» 
and  how  difficult  to  oduiitecad  ia  commoa 
fame ! 

For  myfeli^  who,  far  from  fearing  the  Hou<« 
zouanas,  had  felt  pleafure  from  their  fociety^ 
and  entertained  an  affedioa  for  them,  I  once 
more  confefs  that  I  did  not  part  from  them 
without  r^ret ;  that  I  found  them  an  adive^ 
laborious,  and  intelligent  race  of  men,  cv&c 
ready  to  oblige  in  fyito  of  obftacles,  and  fu- 
periorto  other  iiYages  both  in  courage  and 
ability* 

What  iiideed  particularly  infpired  me  withi 
a  prediledion  in  their  favour,  was  their  open 
and  fmllihg  countenance.  Such  is  the  habitual 
ftate  of  their  features,  that  the  gloomy  and 
dubious  impreffion  of  uneaGnefs  and  miilrqft 
18  never  perceptible  pn  them.  The  Hou- 
zouana,  it  is  true,  has  violent  pafTions,  apd, 
^when  he  U  under  their  influence,  they  are  de* 
pid;ed  on  his  countenance  in  a  forcible  and 
Ariking  manner :  but  the  dorm  is  of  ihort  du-^ 
ration ;  he  foon  comes  to  himfelf,  and  his  face 
inftantly  refumes  the  expreflion  of  his  frank^ 
iinfufpeding,  and  loyal  mind. 

Among  all  the  other  African  nations,  almoft 

with-t 
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iK^lthbut  extreption,  I  found  an  imbecile  flu<^ 
pidity,  which  made  them  enraptured  with 
every  thing  I  carried  with  me  for  mjr  ufci 
The  HbuZouatia^  contemplated  them  with 
(hofe  emotions  of  curiofity*  '^Vhich  every  pfc^i 
dudiion  of  induftry  would  naturally  excite  in  a 
people  deftitute  of  arts  j  but  this  curiofity  was 
fieiiher  ftupid  admiration  abr  the  ehildi(h  de* 
£re  of  favages  in  general*^ 

Nothing  filled  thtm  witb  real  aftonifliment 
but  my  fire-arms.  During  the  whole  time 
they  were  with  me,  thefe  were  the  fubjeiJis  of 
their  attention  and  difcourfe^  Btit  it  is  to  h6 
obferved^  I  had  endeavoured  to  infpire  thera 
with  the  greateft  terror  by  difplayirig  their 
fcfFe<3:s.  I  never  fufiered  them  to  touch  my 
fufees,  and  I  was  particularly  careful  not  tc 
(how  them  the  mode  of  ufing  them.  Wheii 
once  they  had  imbibed  the  defire  of  pofleffing 
tfiem,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  long  -before 
they  would  contrive  means  of  procuring  them } 
and  then  how  dangerous  would  be  thefe  moun* 
taineers  to  the  plantations,  and  even  to  thfe 
Cape  itfelf ;  fmce,  fecure  from  attack  in  their 
.  mountains,  and  indefatigable  in  their  ^xpedi^ 
lions,  their  nodurnal  and  unexpeded   attacks 

render 
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rdnder  them  already  iircfiftible  enemies!  Ofleti 
have  I  rejoiced  that  the  nation  was  one  of  the 
pooreft  of  Africa  ;  arid  that,  being  deftitute  of 
every  thing,  it  had  nothing  to  barter  by  way 
of  trade*  But  for  this,  fuch  of  the  colonifts 
who  follow  the  occupation  of  traverfing  the 
deferts,  would  perhapshave  penetrated  as  far  as 
thefe  people ;  perhaps  would  have  fuppiied 
them  with  powder  and  fire-arms,  and  cer«- 
tainly  would  have  infiilled  into  them  the  defire 
of  procuring  them  j  and  who  can  tell  to  what 
this  delire  would  have  led ! 

Yet  thefe  formidable  people  infpired  nte 
with  more  love  and  efteem  than  any  other 
tribe  in  Africa.  With  them  I  would  have  un*- 
dertaken  without  fear  to  traverfc  the  whole  of 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  had  my  good  fortune 
permitted  me  to  know  them  fooner :  and  if 

ever  circumftances  allow  me  to  refume  the 

•  -  .  "■  ' 

projed,  which  it  has  been  fo  painful  to  me  to 
relinquifti,  they  are  the  only  ones  that  fhall 
be  my  companions  in  the  enterprife,  and  to 
them  alone  will  I  diredk  my  fteps  without 
delay. 

From  the  pleafure  which  it  flill  gives  me  tq 
talk  of  them  an  idea  may  be  foriped  of  the  pain 

I  felt 
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1  fek  at  their  dqiarture.  Durkgtiie  wcrma^ 
of  the  daf,  I  experieocod  a  weaiilbme  void  $ 
Ibmething  feeiBed  wantiiig  to  me;  acid  the 
fatisfadtion  that  tbetr  abfeoce  afforded  to  feve- 
ral  of  my  Hottentots  did  but  increafe  my 
vexation.  They  exulted  as  if  they  had  car^ 
ried  thdr  point  againft  me;  and  fancied^ 
now  the  Houzouanas  were  gone,  they  fhould 
beoome  again  a$  neceflary  to  me  as  ever. 

Night  gave  r  fittle  check  to  this  iixfoleot 
joy.  At  the  clofe  of  day,  we  perceived  firios 
at  two  or  three  leagues  diftaace  on  gou:  right ; 
and  thefe  fir^  abated  their  confidence  and  re- 
vived  their  feara^  Probably  they  were  figaals 
made  by  the  Houzouanas  who  had  Idft  me  to  lA^ 
£brm  their  conskradea  of  their  iituation.  Mut 
the  iingle  idea  of  Houzouanas  was  fufficlenit 
to  excite  terror  in  toy  trpop.  My  people  fasKl 
no  doubt  but  it  was  a  »ew  horde,  by  which 
we  fhould  fpeedily  be  attacked ;  and  in  coa- 
fequence  they  all  fpent  the  night  on  the  watcht 
tormenting  and  perplexing  themfelves  .  with 
fmifter  conjeftures.  For  my  part,  to  puniih 
them  for  their  infolence,'  I  refolved  to  lea^»^ 
them  in  their  miftake.  I  even  pretended  to 
be  of  their  opinion  refpeCting  the  fires,  and 

while 
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While  they  were  kept  awake  by  their  fears,  I 
retired  to  my  tent  to  fleep  in  tranquilli-y* 

This  anxious  night  ferved  but  to  increafe 
their  impatience  to  return  home.  Had  I 
liftened  to  them,  I  fhould  have  fet  ofFthe  next 
morning  the  ftiorteft  way  to  my  camp  at 
'Orange-Ftiver.  But  I  had  not  yet  forgottefi 
the  pleafant  days  I  had  fpent  on  the  upper  part 
of  this  river,  and  I  was  not  defirous  of  quitting 
fo  haftily  the  banks  of  a  ftream,  near  which  1 
had  procured  fo  many  birds  for  my  collection, 
and  the  water  and  paftures  of  which  could  alone 
recover  my  cattle  from  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergpne  I  was  rerolved,  therefore^  to  follow 
its  courfe  for  fome  time  ;  and  the  very  next 
day  r  fpent  fix  hours  in  tracing  its  wind- 
ings. 

This,  excurfion  afforded  me  feveral  new  fpe- 
cies  of  birds,  and  part  cularly  a  variety  of  the 
touraco,  different  from  that  which  I  fa  %  in 
the  Auteniqua  country.  The  fucceedini  days 
were  equally  fortunate,  and  added  alike  to 
my  pleafurcs^  my  acquifitions,  and  my  d.f- 
coverics. 

In  one  of  my  hunts  I  killed  a  monftrous 
boar,  altogether  dijBTerent  from  any  known  fpv- 

Vol,  III.  R  cics. 
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cies.  Its  fnout  inftead  of  being  taper;  arid  idf 
the  form  of  a  probofcis,  k  on  the  contrary 

*  very  broad  and  fquare  ^  the  end^  It  has  fmall 
eyes,  at  a  vety  little  diftanee  from  eacKr 
other,  level  with  the  furface,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  forehead.  On  each  cheek  a  very  thick 
cartilaginous  fkin  projeds  horizontally,  being 

.  about  three  inches  long  and  as  many  broad. 
At  firft  fight  you  would  be  tempted  to  take  thefe 
cxcrefcences  fof  the  ears ;  particularly  as  the 
Yeal  ears  of  the  animal,  ftieferng  as  it  were  tc^ 
the  neck  which  is  very  fhort,  are  partly  cox^ 
ccaled  by  an  enormous  mane;  tlie  briftles  tX 
which,  in  colour  red,  brown,  and  grieyilli,  afib 
fixtecn  inches  in  leAgth  on  the  ihouMers*  Di^ 
"reftly  below  thefe  falfe  ears  i[s  a  bony.protulie* 
ranee  on  each  fide,  projeding  more  than  att 
inch,  ferving  the  animal  to  ftrike  with  tof^  tile 
right  and  left.  The  boar  has,  befides,^fouF  tuflef^ 
of  the  nature  of  ivory,  two  in  each  jaw  ^  -d^fe. 
upper  ones  are  feven  or  eight  inches  todg^ 
,Vcry  thick  at  the  bafe  and  terminating  in  -  ab 
bbtufe  point,  grooved^  and  rifing  perpeIldic!:^• 
larly  as  they  iffue  from  the  lips  j  the  lawtt 
ones  are  much  fmaller,  and  fo  clofe  to  the  up- 
per  ones  when  the  mouth  is  (hut,  that  they 
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Hf^piSif  as  dfte.     The  head  is  i  truly  hideous 
bbjedt:  ;  It  is   fcarcely  lefs  fo  than   that  of 
the  hippopotamus^  to  which  at  firft  riew  it 
appears  to  have  a  ftrikirig  refemblancfe.     Syf. 
tematifts^  accuftotned  to  view  pature  only  ac- 
cording to   rules   eftabliflied   by  themfelves, 
wilt  be  far  from  acknowledging  this  animal  to 
be  a  boar  :  for,  not  to  mention  its  large  fnout, 
it  wants  irtdfi  ve  teeth  in  both  jaws.    Not  with- 
ftanding  its  wide  muzzle,  it  ploughs  iip  the 
earth  to  feek  fot  roofs,  on  which  it  feeds.     It 
is  very  adive^  though  large  and  bulky  j  run- 
tiiiig  with  fueh  fpieed,  that  the  Hottentots  give 
k  the  name  of  thd  runner.     Some  future  day 
I  ihall  return  td  this  interefling  quadruped : 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  fh^li  here  give  a  plate 
of  a  young  one  which  I  have  in  niy  coUedlioh*. 
Having  feeii  neither  the  mouth  ftor  the 
fburce   of  Fifh-Rivef,  I  cannot   fpeak  with 
certainty  of  its  fituation,  and  muft  rely  6h  fea- 

*  Safibn  has  given  a  figtire  6f  this  Cape  boar  from 
profcffor  Allamand,  in  his  Supplement  to  his  Hiftory  of 
Quadrupeds,  vol.  v,  plate  iij  of  the  duodecimoedition  • 
but  Nothing  like  th<^  head  of  this  animal  is  difcoverable 
in  thd  figof  e,  as  kll  its  characleriftics  have  been  omitted  by 
the  4nHight(iniiQ. 

R  2  men 
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men  and  geographers,  at  leaft  for  what  regards 
the  place  where  it  pours  itfelf  into  the  ica.     I 
fhall  only  remark,  that,  in  a  country  fo  irregular 
as  Africa,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  a  river 
which  runs  any  confiderable  way.     At  one 
time,   piercing  through   fteep   mountains  or 
lofing  itfelf  under  rocks ;  at  another,  falling 
down  from  them  in  cafcades,  friiquently  per- 
haps in  diverging  branches,  which,  when  they 
meet,  take  a  centrary  direction,  and  return 
back  towards  its  fource ;    it  is  by  no  means 
eafy  to  trace  it  amid  fo  many  obflacles.     To 
fucceedin  this,  I  know  but  one  method,  which 
would  be  to  fet  out  from  the  fource  of  the  river, 
and  thence  to  travel  conftantly  along  its  banks, 
without   once  lofmg  fight  of  it.     But  who 
would  attempt  fuch  an  enterprife  ?  And,  were 
it  attempted,  would  it  always  be  pradicable? 
At  my  third  encampment  by  this  river,  ray 
Nlmiquas   recolledled   a  chain  of  very  lofty 
mcuntains,  the  pafturage  of  which  they  highly 
extolled;  and  added,  that  on  this  account  there 
,  was  almoft  always  a  horde  of  their  country- 
men flationed  there.     Thefe  praifes  were  not 
without  defign,  and  this  defign  it  was  eafy  to 

guefs  J  but,  ^s  it  accorded  with  my  jDwn^  I 

r      made 
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ttiade  no  difficulty  iir  acceding  to  iu  Accord* 
ingly  I  decamped,  and  direfted  my  courfe  to- 
wards the  mountains.  After  two  days  ftiortljour- 
ney,  we  arrived  in  a  pleafant  valley,  (haded  by 
a  prodigious  number  of  mimofas  in  full  bloom, 
and  where  we  found  feveral -herds  of  .cattle, 
which  denoted  fome  Hottentots  to  be  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  Nimiquas  having  advanced  with  Klaas 
to  announce  my  coming, .  we  foon  faw  the 
whole  horde  approaching.  At  this  fight  my 
people  exprefled  thehigheft  joy.  You  would 
have  faid,  that,  after  havipg  efcaped  from 
afiafiins^  they  had  found  protedors  tp  place 
their  lives  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity.  They  con- 
gratulated each  other,  fqueezed  the  hands 
of  the  new  comers,  prefled  them  to  their  breads, 
and  overwhelmed  them  with  exprefiions  of 
friendihip.  Had  they  been  their  acquaintance 
or  relations,  they  could  not  have  difplayed 
more  tranfport.  The  beauty  of  the  paftures, 
which  every  where  covered  the  feet  of  the 
mountains,  made  us  refolve  to  fpend  a  few  days 
near  the  horde. 

When  my   tent  was  ere<3:ed,  the  chief  of 

the  4iorde  came  to  fee  me,  and  give  me  very 

'  R  3  agreeable 


M  TRAVELS    IN    - 

agreeable  news  of  my  camp  on  Orange-RivcFji 
Vherc  no  difafter  had  happened  during  my 
abfence,  as  he  learned  from  the  people  of 
;inother  horde,  v^ho  had  gone  thither  to  ex- 
change cattle  for  tobacpo,  He  ^ould  gliidly 
have  fent  thither  fome  of  his  people  a}fo  for 
(he  fame  purpofe,  as  there  was  hot  sl  morfel 
of  tobaccQ  in  his  kraal  ;  but  an  alarming  cir'- 
cumftance  kept  him  in  p6ntiniial  fear,  9n4 
prevented  him  from  weakening  his  comptny, 
which  was  not  numerops,  by  det^cJ^Lqg  froxx) 
it  a  party  of  mea. 

A  lion  and  lionefs  had  for  Come  thne  tiikea 
up  th^lr  abode  near  the  horde,  in  an  impene-* 
trable  thicket  which  Jie  pointed  out  to  nxci 
The  horde  had  endeavoured  to  diflodge  thqm, 
but  in  vain ;  and  they  flill  retained  pofleffion  of 
their  fortiefs.  Every  night  they  iifue^  fprth 
to  attack  not  the  herd  only,  but  even  the  men  j 
and  the  very  night  before  my  arrival  thpy  Ixad 
carried  off  an  ox,  full  of  hope  and  confid^nc^ 
in  my  fire-arms,  the  chief  congratulated  }iim« 
felf  on  my  coming,  and  requefted  ine  to  em^ 
ploy  my  weapons  to  deliver  them  from  fuch  4 
fcourge,  not  doubting  but  I  fhould  fuicceed  if 
I  would  make  th$  attempt^ 

Of 
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Of  tiie  two  obligations  that  might  be  con- 
ferred on  thefe  good  people^  one  was  not  in 
my  power,  that  of  fupplying  them  with  to- 
fatieco.  My  people  had  been  at  half  their 
ufuai  allowance  of  thia  article  for  a  month  psA^ 
and  even  at  that  rate  I  had  not  enough  to  an* 
fwer  xht  demand  of  my  journey :  of  courfc  i 
was  not  willing,  by  an  improper  difplay  of 
liberality,  to  g^ive  them  reafon  to  accufe  me  of 
deprlring  them  of  their  due,  for  the  purpofe 
Df  gratifying  ftrangers  at  th^ir  expence. 

With  refpe^:  to  the  lions,  it  was  more  eafy 
fyc  me  to  render  the  horde  the  fervice  they 
wanted }  but  this  required  much  prudence  and 
drcumfpedtion.  Their  obftinateiy  perfevering 
to  remain  in  the  thicket,  notwithllanding  all 
that  had  been  dope  to  drive  them  out,  gave 
me  reafon  to  fufpe£t  they  had  young  ones ; 
and  this  circumftance  rendered  the  attack  a 
bufineis'  of  no  fmall  danger, 

Thefe  apimals,  at  all  times  formidable,  have 
at  fuch  periods  a*  fiercenefs  that  nothing  can 
xefift.  Animated  by  the  n«:cffity  of  defend- 
ing and  procuring  food  for  their  young,  they 
dread   no  danger,  and  would  face  a  whole 

R4  army. 
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army.     It  is  not  courage  they  theii  iJbircfs-~it 
is*  raging  madnefs. 

Neverthelefs  I  promifed  to  attack  them  the 
next  day,  and  engaged  at  lead  to  drive  them 
away,  if  I  could  not  deft roy  them.  Cbnfider- 
ing,  however,  the  clofenels  of  the  thicket  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  attack,  I  required,  exclu- 
five  of  all  my  own  people  whom  1  intended  to 
employ,  that  thofe  of  the  horde  ihould  alfo 
join  me.  During  the  night  we  furroundcd 
curfelves  with  very  large  fires,  and  difcharged 
from  time  to  time  our  mulkets.  But  thefc 
precautions  were  unneceiFary;  for  the  lions, 
having  the  remains  of  their  ox  to  devour,  did 
fioi  appear,  though  we  heard  them  during  a 
great  part  of  the  night. 

At  break  of  day,  the  men  of  the  horde  were 
ready,  armed  with  arrows  and  aflagays,  and 
waited  nothing  but  my  orders  to  proceed  to 
the  attack.  Even  the  women  and  children 
V^opldbe  of  the  party;  lefs  indeed  to  fight 
th^n  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  and  enjoy  our 
vjidiory,  I  heard  the  lions  ftill  growling  in 
their  flrong  hold  ;  but  the  increafing  light  food 
fiJeQced  thfm;     The  fuQ  appeared  ;  and  tha 

profound 
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profound  filence  that  thea  prevailed  was  die 
fignal  for  our  departure. 

The  thicket  was  about  two  hundred  paced.  , 
long  arid  fixty  wide.-  It  occupied  a  fpot  fuak 
lower  than  the  adjacent  ground,  fo  that  it  wus 
to  be  entered  on  a  defcent.  The  whole  con- 
filled  of  buflies  and  briers,  except  foine  mimo^ 
fas  which  rofe  from  its  centre.  Thefe  trees, 
could  I  have  reached  them,  would  have  afforded 
me  an  ad vahtagbus  pofitiqu  for  the  attack, .  Oa 
their  fummits  I  fhouid  have  been  fecure,  and 
might  have  fhot  the  two  animals  at  my  eafc : 
but,  not  knowing  exadly  the  fitqation  pf  their 
iair,  it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  in 
.  me  to  traverfe  the  thicket,  in  order  to  reach  thefe 
trees,  fmce  I  ftiould  thereby  hatre  expofed  my- 
•  feif  to  the  danger  of  being  feized  by  the  way. 

Unable  to  attack  thefe  formidable  b^ai9:s  ia 

* 

their  retrenchments,  all  that  remained  was  to 
tempt  them  out  of  their  fprt ;  for  it  was  diffi- 
cult, not  to  fay  impoffible,  to  corne  at  them 
through  the  briery  and'  buflies  that  covered 
them,  and  my  markfmen  would  vainly  have 
attengipted  to  manage  orprefent  with  any  aim, 
when  thus  entangled,  their  long  fufees.  I 
^^refore  determined  to  ptac^  them  ^nd  the 

other 
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Other  ikv9ges  at  certata  diftances  from  eatit 
other  upon  the  eminences  all  round  the  wood, 
ib  that  the  lions  fhould  be  unable  to  reach  th^ 

■ 

plain  without  being  perceived ;  perfuaded  that 
ip  the  open  country  we  fhould-  be  the  flrongcr 
party  and  finally  triumphant. 

None  of  the  favages  daring  to  enter  the 
wood,  we  refolved  to  force  all  the  oxen  of  the 
horde  into  it.  Accordingly,  when  we  were  at 
our  polls,  with  our  guns  ready  to  fire,  we 
drove  the  oxen  before  us,  compelling  them  by 
our  voices  and  blows  to  enter  the  thicjcet.  At 
the  fame  time  my  dogs  opened,  and  I  fired  off 
feveral  pi^ls  to  frighten  ^  the  lions  and  mak^ 
them  come  out 

The  oxen,  fccnting  their  enemies^  fooii 
rufhed  back  with  affright,  and  returned  to* 
wards  us ;  but  our  cries,  the  barking  of  the 
dogs,  and  the  report  of  our  arms,  compelled 
them  to  re-enter  the  thicket,  which  they  did 
in  a  fort  of  fury,  joftling  one  another,  and  bel« 
lowing  in  a  fearful  manner. 

The  lions  on  their  fide  were  roufed  at  th« 
fight  of  danger,  and  their  rage  vented  itfelf  in 
dreadful  roars.  We  heard  them  in  every  part  of 
the  thicket,  without  their  daring  to  Chew  them-» 

6  felves 
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M^es  any  "vv^heret  or  advance  upon  us.  The 
(oniliiS:  of  two  armies  could.not  be  oiCMre  lou4 
than  their  threatening  vcu^ed^  cofifounded  with 
Che  criea  of  men  and  dogs,  and  the  furious 
losing  of  the  oi(.ea.  This  hideous  concert 
continued  great  part  of  the  morning,  and  w^ 
began  to  defpair  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  enter« 
prife,  when  fuddenly  I  heard,  on  the  fide  oppo« 
fite  to  me,  piercing  cries  inftantly  followed  by 
the  report  of  a  gun,  which  made  me  trembler 
But  ihouts  oif  joy  immediately  fucceeded,  and, 
paffing  from  one  to  another  along  the  durclQ 
t]]l  they  came  to  me,  announced  a  vidory,  I 
ran  to  the  place,  and  found  the  lionefs  expir-r^ 
ing.  Klaas,  who  was  ftationed  at  that  poft^ 
had  fired  and  ihot  her  through  the  body. 
Her  dugs,  though  without  milk,  were  fwelled 
and  pendent,  which  indicated  fhe  had  young 
oaes,  and  proved  that  I  had  not  been  miftakea 
in  my  conjedture. 

It  came  into  my  head  to  employ  her  carcafe 
for  the  purpofe  of  enticing  them  oiit  of  the 
thicket.  With  this  view  I  ordered  it  to  be 
dcawn  to  a  certain  diftance,  not  doubting  but 
thj;  young  ones  would  come  in  queft  of  thdr 

dam. 
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dam,  and  that  the  male  would  probably  foiled 
cither  to  avenge  Or  defend  them.     ^ 

I  colledted  at  my  new  poft  fome  of  my  hun- 
ters from  the  right  and  left,  and  we  retired  to 
the  diftance  of  thirty  paces  from  the  carcafe, 
yeady  to  fire  if  the  animals  advanced.  But 
my  ftratagem  was  uiifuccefsful,  and  we  fpent 
fcveral  hours  waiting  for  them  in  vain. 

The  whelps,  indeed,  uneafy  at  not  feeing 
their  mother,  ran  about  the  thicket,  growling 
on  all  fides.  The  male  too,*  on  being  feparated 
from  her,  redoubled  his  roarings  and  his  rage. 
We  faw  him  for  a  moment  appear  at  the  edge 
of  the  thicket,  his  eyes  fparkling,  his  mane 
tred,  and  lafhing  his  fides  with  his  taiL  But 
unfortunately  he  was  out  of  fhot  of  my  car- 
bine; and  one  of  my  markfmen,  who  was  pofted 
nearer,  fired  and  miffed  him.  At  this  he  re^ 
tired  ;  and,  whether  he  feared  to  attack  fo  nu« 
merous  a  body  of  men,  or  was  unwilling  to 
leave  his  young,  or  had  received  fome  flight 
wound,  he  appeared  no  more.  Though  ani-» 
mals  of  this  fpecies,  as  I  have  already  ohfervcd, 
are  more  fierce  and  intrepid  when  they  have 
young  than  at  any  other  period,  yet  the  xpales 

arc 
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fire  not  fo  much  fo  as  the  femalea — a  fa£l  well 
known  to  the  favages. 

After  waiting  a  long  time  to  no  purpofe,  and 
defpairing  of  the  fuccefs  of  my  ftratagem,  I  re- 
folyed  to  return  to  my  former  plan  of  attack* 
In  confequence  I  fent  all  the  people  to  their 
polls,  and  we  again  attempted  to  drive  the 
oxen  into  the  thicket,  in.  order  to  diflodge  the 
reniainder  of  the  family.  But  they  were  top 
iQUch  frighted?  They  all  refufed  to  proceed, 
and  )  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  delign; 
though  my  dogs,  animated  by  the  blood  of  the 
lionefs,  which  they  had  fceated,  opened  with 
great  ardour,  and  (howed  much  eagemefs  for 
the  fport. 

We  had  fpeot  a  confiderable  part  of  the  day 
in  the  chace ;  the  fun  was  declining ;  and  it 
would  become  more  dangerous.  I  deemed  it  ^ 
prudent,  therefore,  to  think  of  retreating, 
.  and  to  defer  our  final  victory  till  the  next 
day. 

The  favages  conveyed  the  lionefs  to  the 

kraal,  for  the  purpofe  of  feafting  on  her :  but^ 

as  I  was  dcfirous  of  ber  Ikin,  I  direded  this  to 

.  jbe    firft  taken   off.     She;  was  four  feet  four 

ipches  and  half  [about  four  feet  eight  inches 

Englifh] 
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fengUfli]  high,  to  the  top  6f  th^  {hant^sti  diid 

ten  feet  eight  inches  [eleven  feet  fbur  inches j 

fong,  from  the  poiiit  of  the  nofe  to  the  extre-' 

mity  of  the  tall^ 

When  the  animal  vras  Itayed,  Klaaa  tcry 

naturally  thfew  the  ikin  orer  his  flioulders  to 

carry  it  to  the  kraal,  whither  he  was  accom^ 

panied  with  (houts  by  all  the  horde*    He  him* 

fetf  trod  like  a  hero*     I  ohferved  this  ntM¥ 

Alcides;  and,  diftant  a6  I  wa«  frodi  the  lioni 

of  Nemca,  the  refemblance  was  fe  ftrikkig^ 

that  I  caught  myfelf  tfiarchiilg  gravely  iti  the 

midft  of  this  renewal  of  the  Gttciafl  feilitral« 

If  my  Klaas  obtained  not  all  the  honour^  of  the 

fon  of  Alcmena,  it  was  apparently  becaufe  at 

more  powerful  deity  had  direded  his  arm,     I 

too  had  fonie  fliare  ip  the  bufiiiefs ;  the  pi Aa 

of  the  attack  was  rnine^  and  in  confcquence  I 

was  loadeil  with  thanks  and  praifes, 

•    The  chief  requefted  me  to  accept  four  Ihe^p 

and  a  couple  of  oxen  iti  the  name  of  the  horjde, 

as  9,  teftimony  of  its  gratitude.     The  ffiee|>  I 

Immediately  killed,  to  add  to  the  entertainment 

which  the  lionefs  was  to  furniih  :  but  the  two* 

oxen  I  gave  up  to  Klaas,  who  in  fad  had  weH 

earned  them.     At  fitft  he  refofed,  and  per- 

fitted 


\ 
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Tided  ia  their  being  mine.  But  when  I  urg^d 
to  him,  that  they  were  prefented  on  account 
of  the  death  of  the  lionefs,  and  that  this  death 
was  his  work,  he  no  longer  hefitated  to  accept 
them* 

This  feaft  was  the  more  agreeable,  as,  ia 
party^  it  confided  of  the  animal  which  had  oc* 
cafionedfo much  deftrudion.     I  h^d  certainly  ; 
notthe  £un£  defire  for  its  flefh  as  the  reft  of  the 
guefb ;  yet  1  was  induced  to  taflte,  but  found  k 

% 

inferior  to  that  of  the  tiger. 

After  the  repaft  came  the  amufemratts.  The 
company  danced  and  Tung  all  night ;  and  their 
revelry,  which  did  not  allow  me  a  moment's 
fleep,  ierved  alfo  to  remind  me  of  the  Nemean 
Iports. 

During  the  night  I  heard  nothing  either  of 
the  lion  or  the  whelps :  but  this  I  afcribed  to 
the  noify  mirth  of  my  favages }  and  indeed 
had  all  the  Kons  of  the  country  aflembled  ifk 
thje  thicket  to  roar  in  concert,  I  know  not 
whether  their  voicea  would  not  have  been 
drowned  in  the  uproar  of  the  feaft.  There 
was  another  reafon,  however,  for  thfs  filence. 
The  male,  affrighted  by  the  dangers  he  hi^ 
run,  avidled  himfelf  of  the  darkne&  of  the 
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night  to  retire  with  his  family;  atnd  itt  ftt*. 
morning,  when  we  returned  to  the  chace,  wi! 
found  the  thicket  deferted* 

.  ^ronj  the  firft  movements  of  ray  dogs  when 
they  entered  th^  buthes,  and  their  manner  of 
huntings  I  perceived  that  we  were  too  late. 
To  b^  certain,  however,  I  fired  off  a  piftoi  a 
few  times,  hoping  that  the  animald,  if  they 
were  ftlU  there,  would  be  roufed  at  the  report, 
andrfoon  cauCs  themfelves  to  be  heard,  either 
by  their  growling,  6v  the  ftir  tlidy  would  make 
in  the  bnflies* 

This  preliniinary  having  produced  no'  figns 
of  any  thing  being  prefeat,  we  cautioufly 
advanced  into  the  thicket,  where  .  we  found 
the  marks  only  of  the  fpoil  that  had  been  made 
by  this  hungry  family.  Oh  all  fides  Were  fecn 
booeB  fcattered  about  or  lying  in  heaps ;  and 
the  fight  of  this  charnel-houfe,  reminding  the 
horde  of  the  loflfes  it  had  experienced,  each 
'began  to-relate  and  lament  his  owfi. 

In  the  mean  time  I  employed  myfelf  in 
Jtnuding  the  footfteps^  of  the  lion  ind  the  whelps, 
to  judge  of  the  bulk  of  the  one,  and  the  num-^ 
:ber  andfize  of  the  others.  Though  there 
:are  inftances  of  a  lionefs  having  three  yoiin^ 

4  ones 
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Bne8  at  a  Kttei-,  this  appeared  to  have  had  but 
two ;  which  I  had  rcafon  to  fuppofe  were 
equal  at  leaft  to  my  great  dog  "^ager,  who  waa 
as  high  as  my  middle,  and  confequenUy  they- 
were  already  formidable,  and  capable  of  doing 
tonfiderable  mifchief. 
To  judge  of  the  old  lion  from  the  print  of 

his  foot,  which  was  one  third  larger  than,  that 

••  ■     «  .  •  "  . 

of  the  lionefs,  he  muft  have  becli  of  the  largeft 
fize. 

Some  critic,  I  know  not  who,  amufing  him- 
felf  with  fome  animadverfions  upon  me  in.  the 
Journal  dt  Paris  J  May.  25,  1788,  places  me 
"  with  a  lion  face  to  face,'  and  then  pom- 
poully  adds,  *'  that  we  exammed  each  other 
**  with  haughty  looks,  but  my  intrepid  cou* 
^*  rage  at  length  obliged  the  animal  to  take  to 
^*  his  heels.' 

The  attitude  is  fine,  n6  doubt :  butj  when 
he  gave  me  fuch  a  powerful  look,  he  Ihould 
not  have  forgotten  to  beftow  on  me  the  club 
and  the  ftrength  of  Hercules,  Whatever 
my  critic  may  think,  it  is  certain,  that  the  firft 
tefledlioh  of  any  man,  however  brave,  unlefs 
at  the  fame  tithe  he  be  a  fool  or  a  madman, 
when  he  finds   himfelf  before  a  formidable 

VpL.  IIL  S  enemy, 
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enemy,  is  to  compare  his  ftrcngth  with  that  of 
his  antagonift ;  atid,  if  he  find  them  very  un- 
equal, the  danger  to  which  he  is  expofed  muft 
neceffarily  have  its  weight  with  him.  This  at 
leaft  I  have  always  experienced,  and  cer- 
tainly I  do  not  think  myfelf  more  of  a  coward 
than  andther  man.  Accordingly,  whenever  I 
have  found  myfelf  "  face  to  face'*  with  an  cle- 
phant,  a  rhinoceros,  a  tiger,  a  lion,  or  the  like, 
I  cohfefs,  notwithftanding  my  confidence  in 
my  weapons,  far  from  feeling  myfelf,  at  the 
fitft  inftarit,  totally  devoid  of  alarm :  I  have  al- 
ways  experienced  a  violent  palpitation,  a  fen- 
fation  clofely  allied  to  fear.  But  this  is  of 
ihort  duration,  and  has  never  deterred  mc 
from  the  attack,  well  afTurcd  of  the  fuperiority 
given  me  by  my  prudence  and  arms.  Then, 
laying  afide  every  idea  of  danger,  I  have 
marched  ftraight  forward  to  my  enemy,  how- 
ever formidable  Ke  may  be,  and,  if  a  wild 
beaft,  have  thought  only  of  killing,  wounding, 
or  at  leaft  putting  him  to  flight. 

To  wait  in  ambufli  fo^  a  lion,  and  fire  at 
hini  as  he  pafles  by,  is  an  enterprife  not  with^. 
but  danger  J  but  to  attack  in  "  face^'  a  lionefs 
attended  by  her  whelps  and  their  father,  and  in 

her 
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Iter  impenetrable  retfeat,  would  be  fafli  even 
to  roadnefs^  without  pfevioufly  feGuring  every 
kind  of  afSflance  that  can  command  fuccefs* 
And  even  this  would  be  unpardonable,  unleia 
^required  by  urgent  neceflity. 

Savages  know  by  experience  the  peril  of 
fuch  enterprifes,  and  therefore  never  fettle  in  a 
.plaqe  where  they  fufpedt  there  are  any  whelps. 
Woe  betide  the  horde  that  may  be  near  them ! 
Almoft  every  night  their  herds  will  be  attacked. 
It  is  a  tribute  they  ttiuft  neceflarily  pay,  and 
from  which  they  will  feldom  endeavour  to 
cguard  themfdves,  choofmg  rather  to  wait  with 
;patience  till  the  young  family,  ceafing  to  be  a 
burden  to  their  parents,  (hall  go  and  fix  theqi« 
felves  elfewhere. 

The  horde  near  this  thicket  would  never 
have  ventured  to  propofe  to  me  fuch  aij^attack^ 
but  for  their  high  confidence  in  my  fire-arms ; 
jand  I,  notwithftanding  the  afii  (lance  of  my 
Jiunters  and  my  numerous  company,  would 
not  hav?  hefitated  to  refufe,  ^  if,  when  afking 
.this  fervice  of  me  as  an  extraordinary  favour, 
they  had  not  confented  to  Ihare  with  us,  the 
^whole^  of  the  danger. 

Theff  were  my  mptives  for  adopting  the 

'  S  a  refo-» 
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Tefolution  I  took,  and  I  had  every  reafort  Id 
cpngratulate  myfelf  on  myfjccefs;  fince^of  the 
four  beafts  we  had  ^to  deftroy^  the  moft  for- 
midable was  flaln,  and  the  three  others  took 
flight;  while,  to  increafe  my  happinefs,  not  a 
fingle  perfbn  was  wounded,  nor  even  one 
of  the  oxen  that  were  driven  into  the  thicket 
Had  we  killed  the  lion  firft,  we  (bould  pro^ 
bably  have  deftroyed  the  whole  family  • ,  but, 
"if  one  of  the  whelps  had  fallen  a  facrifice  be- 
fore its  mother,  there  is  little  doubt  but  it  would 
have  coft  the  life  of  one  of  us,  (ince  the  event 
•would  have  fo  enraged  the  lionefs,  that  Ihe 
'^would  have  Vaved  every  danger,  and^rufhed 
inftantly  upon  the  party;     Accordingly  I  had 

m 

ftridly  enjoined  every  one  not  to  fire  at  the 
yoiing  ones  till  the  old  ones  were  killed. 

Satisfied  with  having  delivered  the  horde 
from  this  fcourge,  and  having  no  other  motive 
to  remain  with  them,  I  fixed  the  next  day  but 
one  for  my  departure.  This  declaration  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  ta  my  people.  They 
had  found  among  thefe  Nimiquas  the  fame 
eafy  and  compliant  manners  as  they  had  be^ 
fore  experienced  in  fome  other  hordes,  which 
,  induced  them  to*  wifh  for  a  longer  ftay,  Wtea 
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they  parted  from  the  Houzouanas,'  they  had 
defired  to  return  to  the  cairtp  at  Orange-River 
the  Ihorteft  way ;  and  now  they  afked  to  re- 
main where  we  Were,  without  alleging  a  fin- 
gle  reafon  for  it.  But  fuch  requefts  were 
little  calculated  to  have  any  weight  with  me.  I 
'  ^vas  not  a  man  to  change  my  purpofes  to  grai 
tify  the  inclinations  of  people  of  v^hom  I  had 
fo  much  reafori  to  complain  j  and  I  therefore 
declared  that  1  fhould  perlift  in  my  intentions. 

There  were  two.  different  ways .  to  Orange^ 
River^  between  which  I  had  to  choofe.  One 
was  tp  proceed  to  the  weft  till  I  reached  the 
iea-fide,  proceed  along  the  coaft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  then  travel  up  its  banks  to  the 
camp  of  the  giraffe.  For  the  other,  I  had  only 
to  follow  the  direction  of  the  mountains ;  ahd^ 
^$  they  ran  fouth,  thereby  pointing  put  my 
courfe,  this  would  be  the  moft  certain  as  well 
as  the  (hbrteft  and  ealieft. 

I  was,  however,  more  inclined  to  the  for- 
mer, becaufe,  by  travelling  along  the  river's 
fide,  I  (hould  difcover  its  courfe,  which  I  much 
vrifhed.  But,  fhort  as  I  was  of  tobacco  and 
other  fimilar  ftores,  how  prevail  on  perfbns ' 
already  muTmuring  at  the  (iiiDainution  of  thtir 

S3  Allow, 
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Allowance,  and  who  would  foon  be  reduced 
to  a  total  ftojppag,e  of  it,  to  take^  fo  long  a 
round?  How  induce  the  Qreater  NimU 
quas,  now  on  the  point  of  r^^oining  their 
horde,  to  turn  their  backs,  and  wander  from 
it  anew  ?  Above  all,  with  fuch  a  large  train  ^ 
and  fo  many  cattle,  how  undertake  to  traverfe 
plains,  neither  more  rugged  nor  difficult,  it  is 
true,  than  that  we  had  already  croOTed,  but  in 
which^inftead  of  the  indefatigable  Houzouanas, 
I  had  attendants  who,  for  the  mod  part,  were 
<^  little  ufe  to  me,  and  almoft  all  of  whom  had 
forfeited  my  confidence  ? 

By  taking  the  other  road,  I  learned  froixi 
the  chief  of  the  horde,  that,  after  two  days 
inarch,  I  fhould  fall  in  with  another  of  this 
jiation ;  that  this  would  condu£t  me  to  a  third ; 
and  that  thus  it  would  be  eafy  for  ,me  to  pro- 
ceed from  horde  to  horde  with  fure  guides  as 
'  far  as  Oraiiige«-Riven  As  he  offered  to  fend 
foijie  of  his  own  people  to  condudt  me  to  the 
firft,  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  departed  with  the 
mofe  fatisfadion,  as  I  receded,  that  it  woul4 
be  in  my  power  when  I  arrived  at  the  car^p^ 
If  circumftances  permitted  it^  to  refutne  my 
0xfWif  of  tracing  the  courf^  of  the  ftream. ' 

Moft 
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Moft  of  my  people  were  fo  enf^bled  by 
tke  pleafures  of  every  kind  in  which  they  had 
indulged  during  their  refidence  with  the  horde, 
that  many,  unable  to  fupport  the  fatigues  of 
the  march,  remained  behind  at  different  dif-* 
tances.  At  length  the  number  of  thefe  loiter-* 
ers  became  fo  coniiderabic,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  halt,  after  travelling  fis:  leagues,  in  an  ^nglc 
of  the  mountains  where  the  chain,  altering 
its.  dire&ion,  turned  to  the  fouth-^aft.  The 
korde  we  had  quitted  had  previoufly  redded 
kere,  fb  that  the  pafture  bad  been  eaten  up ; 
and  we  found  only"  the  firfl  ihoots  of  the  new 
grafs* 

Here,  after  having  long  ceafed  to  fee  any 
giraffes,  I  met  with  them  again  for  the  firft 
time.  My  guides,  affiired  me,  the  farther  I 
went  to  the  weft,  the  more  fcarce  they  would 
become ;  and  I  could  eafily  believe  them,  from 
the  fmall  number  that  appeared  in  the  prefent: 
infiance,  compared  with  what  I  had  ft  en  to  the 
eafl. 

On  my  return  to  the  Cape,  Pinar  told  me, 
that,  after  we  feparated,  having  travelled  up 
Orange-River  for  feveral  days,  he  had  all  the 
way  feen  giraffes,  though  never  on  the  left  bank.; 

S  4  nor 
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nor  indeed  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  making., 
their  appearance  there:  whence  I  conclude, 
that  in  this  fouthern  part  of  Africa  the  diftrift 
inhabited  by  thefe  animals  is  a  fpace  of  about 
four  degrees,  that  is  to  fay,  the  interval  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  Fifti  and  Orange  river. 

Not  that  they  have  been  exclufively  confined 
to  this  fpot  by  nature,  and  are  unable  Xs^  exift 
in  any  other.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
been  feen  at  Galam  on  the  Senegal,  three 
hundred   leagues  from  its  mouth ;  at  leaft  I 

have  heard  fo  from  people  of  credit.  We  read 
♦    >      .  'k  *      '    ' 

in  ancient  travellers,  that  they  were  to  be 
found  in  India :  and  If  the  modern^  do  not 
fpeak  of  them  there,  it  is  becaufc  the  breed  is 
deftroyed,  or  become  lefs  numerous,  and  retired 

into    the    deferts.      Bruce   alfo   mentions  a 

•      ^    ,  '  .  '• 

giraffe  which  he  faw  in  Abyffinia.  I  fuf- 
pe£t,  however,  that  it  was  fome  other  qua- 
druped,  and  not  a  giraffe,  fince  he  tells  u§ 
that  thefe  animals  have  the  horns  of  an  an-r 
telope. 

Refuming  pur  journey  the  next  day,  wq 
perceived  about  noon  a  herd  of  horned  cattle,  - 
^  which  announced  the  horde  We  were  feeking. 
But  at  fight  of  us'  "their  keepers  were  alarmed* 

6  and 
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f  nd  fled  towards  the  kraal,  driving  their  cattle 
before  them  as  faft  as  pofllble. 

This  did  not  aftoniffa  me,  and  was  what  I 
pxpeSed ;  fince,  independently  of  our  num-v 
per,  our  appearance  alfp  Was  terrifying, — r 
Though  it  was  the  month^of  March,  and  the 
heat  began  to  abate,  it  was  yet  fufficient  to  in- 
commode us,  fo  that  we  continued  to  wear 
thofe  umbrellas  of  which  I  have  fpoken  above, 
an(i  which,  from  their  unufual  figure,  muft 
have  rendered  us  fo  many  fcarecrows. 

I  difpatched  my  guides  after  the  fugitives, 
to  remove  their  apprehenfions,  and  flop  theni 
before  they  commuhlcated  the  alarm  to  the 
horde.  Accordingly  they  waited  for  me,  tefti- 
jfied  their  friendfhip,  and  went  to  acquaint 
their  comrades  with  my  arrival.  Several  of 
my  people  went  with  them,  and  I  fliortly  fol- 
Jowed ;  but  I  (topped  and  encamped  at  ibme 
diftahce  from  the  kraal  j  for  I  had  not  yet  for- 
gotten  the  noify  nights  fpent  at  the  preceding 
iiorde,  and  was  defirous  of  being  permitted  to 
^eep  at  this  in  quiet. 

Men,  women,  and  children,  came  allt;o  fee 
pie.     The  favage  know;8  fcarcely  more  than 
twp  fentimcnts  toward  ftrangersr— either  ex- 
treme 
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treme  miftruft  of  unbounded  confidence.  <^v«t 
ing  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  one  or  the 
^her,  he  admits  no  intermediate  fhades  in  his 
intercourfe.  '  Thofe'  cunning  artifices  which 
we  term  prudence  and  circumfpeftion  are  un« 
l;nown  to  him.  Thus  he  fhows  himfelf  ex*- 
a£tly  as  he  is ;  fo  that  you  cannot  be  miftakea 
in  his  conduct,  and  are  warned  to  be  on 
your  ^ard^  or  ihvite4  to  trufi:  in  him  with 
fccurity. 

I  propofed  for^  the  next  day  to  hunt  giraffes^ 
All  the  horde  joined  in  this  diverfiop,  and  were 
employed  in  driving  the  animals  towards  us^ 
We  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill  afemaje,  whicl> 
meafured  in  height  about  fourteen  feet  four 
inches  [Englifh],  and^  according  to  the  favages^ 
it  was  one  of  the  largeft  fize.  This  female  we 
fuppofed  by  the  appearance  of  the  teeth  to  be 
very  old,  and  its  colour  accordingly  approached 
very  near  that  of  the  males.  I  was  defirous 
of  finding  one  with  her  foal^  as  perhaps  I  might 
have  caught  the  young  one  ajive ;  and  I  was 
in  hopes  this  v^uld  have  had  one  in  her  womb, 
but  my  hopes  were  dtfappointed.   , 

\n  proportion  as  I  drew  near  to  my  camp^  I 
remepibered  the  need  I  had  of  proquring  oxen« 

Thii, 
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ThU  hdrde  had  many ;  but  I  could  prpcur^ 
only  fcven,  for  want  of  merchandife.  The 
people  wiflied  for  tobacco  and  dacca  (the  leav<f 
of  hemp] ;  commodities  with  which  i  was  \xtw 
tfble  to  fuppty  them.  I  had  ftiU  a  tolerable 
t^uantity  of  bead^^  bot  upoa  diefe  they  fet  very 
•little  value. 

Fortunately  the  women  ofaferv/ed  among  my 

« 

wares  ibme  red  and  white  beads  about  the  fize 
of  a  hazel  nut,  which  pleafed  them  fo  much  by 
their  variegated  colour,  that  they  would  have 
given  for  theto  all  they  pofleiTed.  The  mea 
t6o  appeared  ciqvally  fond  of  them.  Thefcy 
therefore,  a  dozen  or  two  of  large  nails,  and. 
fbme  brafs  wire  for  bracelets,  anfwered  my  • 
purpofe  of  barter. 

Tp  the  g^reater  part  of  my  readers,  perhaps, 
theie  remarks  will  f^em  trivial;  but  to  tra» 
vcUers  who  undeiiake,  like  me,  to  vifit  Africa, 
tkey  are  of  great  importances  and,  on  that  ao» 
count,  I  ought  by  no  means  to  omit  them. 

On  quitting  the  horde,  I  difmiffed  the  guides 
vho  had   condu(2ed  me  thither,  and  took, 
ethers  to  Ihow  me  the  way  to  the  next.     We 
l)ent  our  eourfe  to  the  eaft,  following  the  di- 
fpSXwti  pf  the  mountains ;  bat  a&  accident  hap«. 

pencd 
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pened  on  the  road,  which  had  lik6  to  have 
done  much  mifcbiwf,  or  even  coft  me  my 
life. 

One  of  my  oxen  was  laden  with  the  boxes 
which  contained  the  articles  of  traffic ;  and 
ope  of  thwfe  boxes,  probably  not  well  fattened, 
made  fuch  a  noife  by  its  fliaking  that  the  ani- 
mal became  reftlefs.  Teaied  by  the  continual 
clacKing  of  the  box,  he  made  an  effort  to  (hake 
it  off,  and  at  lad  fucceeded }  but  the  others, 
loofened  and  dragged  down  by  it  In  its  fall, 
fell  Ukewifei  and  made  fuch  a  clatter,  that  the 
ox  and  all  that  were  near  him,  being  terrified, 
Ibetook  theipfelves  to  flighty 

The  alarm  communicated  itfelf  to  the-  reft, 
and  all  my  animals,  goats,  fheep,  and  borfes^ 
Ipampered  ofFeach  a  different  way.  In  a  mo^ 
ment  the  whple  caravan  was  in  confufion,  and 
the  drivers  themfelves,  dragged  along  by  their 
beafls,  which  they  could  not  flop,  vfere  dif^ 
perfed  with  them. 

The  moft  diftant  of  the  fugitives  was  the 
pack- ox  that  firft  took  flight ;  but,  hampered 
in  his  courfe  by  the  flraps  of  his  baggage,  and 
not  being  able  to  difengage  himfelf  from  thpip, 
he  had  flopped,  and  waa  plunging  and  b^ltown 
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ing  with  rage.  F  galloped  up  to  hith,  with 
the  defign  to  drive  him  towards  the  caravaa ; 
but  he  anfwered  my  endeavours  by  a  ftroke  of 
his  horn,  which  gored  ray  horfe  in  the  flank 
and  tore  his  leg ;  and  the  horfe,  giving  a  fud"* 
den  fpring,  fell  down  on  his  fide,  threw  me  ten 
paces  from  him,  and  ran,  away. 

Fortunately,  in  my  fall,  I  retained  faft  hold 
of  my  gun  ;  and  this  circumftance  fared  my 
life.  The  ox  rufhed  upon  me,  with  his  noft 
to  the  ground,  ready  to  gore  niie  with  his  horns 
and  tofs  me  into  the  air,  when  I  cocked  my^ 
piece,  arid,  by  one  of  the  luckieft  (hots  I  ever 
fired,  laid  him  dead  at  tlje  diftance  only  of  a  few 
yards  from' me. 

The-animal  was  the  property  of  one  of  the 
Kaminouquas  who  attended  me.  At  this 
moment  his  matter  came  up  out  of  breath  to 
feize  him  and  bring  him  back  j  but  he  arrived 
only  in  time  to  fee  him  yield  his  laft  breath. 
At  this  fight  the  poor  Kaminouqua  was  diftra£t- 
ed  J  he  began  to  weep  like  a  child,  and  to  launch 
out  in  praife  of  his  ox,  w|;iich  he  faid  was  the 
beft  and  the  moft  dear  to  him  he  had  ever 
poffeffed,  and  that  he  fhould  regret  the  loft 
during  his  whole  life. 

However,  when  I  promifed  to  give  him 

another 
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smother^  or  to  pay  hjim  according  to  his 
/DWQ  valuation,  his  tears  were  dried  up  at  once^ 
bis  lamentation  ceafed ;  and  To  fpeedily  was 
ibis  incoqfolable  man  reconciled  to  his  lofs, 
that,  having  called  fome  of  his  cooarades 
to  bSiR,  him^  he  fet  himfelf  inftantly  to  work 
to  flay  and  cut  into  quarters  his  beft  friend, 
in  order  tofeaft,on  him  the  very  fame  day. 

In  the  mean  time  I  dired^ed  my  fcattered 
merchandize  to  be  collected.  This  occupied 
ib  omch  time,  that  we  were  able  to  advance 
only  five  leagues  the  whole  day.  The  next 
'  wc  made  very  little  more  progrefs  j  but  this 
was  owing  to  an  accident  of  a  different  kind, 
to  one  of  thofe  terrible  fouth-eaft  winds,  which 
-arc  the  moft  furprifing  phenomena  and  ter- 
rible plagues  of  Africa. 

It  began  to  threaten  us  in  the  mornl^g  j  and 
foon  increafing  every  moment  in  violence,  it 
overwhelmed  us  with  fuch  clouds  offand  and 
.gravel,  that  we  were  ahfolutely  blinded,  and 
prevented  from  advancing.  Its  fury,  increafed 
by  the  rcfiftance  of  the  lofty  mountains  to  .the 
•caft,  through  the  defiles  of  which  it  had  to  force 
its  paflage,  became  at  length  fo  great  that  we 
were  obliged  to  halt.  . 

Hav^xg  unloaded  the  oxen,  we  placed  our 
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baggage  in  heapi,  covering  them  at  the  fame 
time  with  large  ftones,  to  prevent  their  being 
blown  away. 

As  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  ere£t  a  tent, 
we  had  no  flielter,  and  our  only  refource  wa$ 
to  fit  or  lie  down  on  the  ground,  inhaling  the' 
fand  by  which  we  were  blinded. 

In  the  evening  We  furrounded  ourfelves  with 
large  fires  as  ufual ;  but,  the  wind  continuing, 
the  wood  was  fo  quickly  confiimed,  that'  we 
were  obliged  to  pafs  three-fourths  of  the  night 
without  any.  Yet  we  had  every  thing  to  fear 
from  the  wild  beafts,  for  we  had  perceived  the 
footfteps  of  feveral  on  our  road ;  and  it  woul4 
have  been  vain  to  have  endeavoured  to  keep 
them  off  by  the  report  of  our  guns,  for  i5rc 
wind  was  fo  loud  that  they  could  not  have 
been  heard  to  any  purpofe. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  feaf  and  apprehen- 
fion,  and  we  waited  the  return  of  day  with  im- 
patience :  but,  far  from  its  reftoring  tranquillity 
to  the  atmofphere,  the  violence  of  the  wind 
increafed  as  the  fun  rofe  above  the  horizon ; 
^nd  though  the  fky  Was  without  a.  cloud,  the 
face  of  the  fun  was  obfcured  by  the  columns  of 
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fand,  which  crowding  on. each  other;  darkened 
the  atmofphere  as  they  paffed  over  our  head* 

What  we  experienced  was  neither,  a  ftorm, 
nor  a  tempeft^  nor  a  hurricane  :  it  was  a  true 
and  ,  terrible  whirlwind  (typbon}.  Pdterfodi 
who  experienced  a  fioiilar  one  beyond  Orange^ 
-River,  fays,  that  the  trees  round  him  were  torn 
up  by  the  roots.  Near  us  there  were  no  trees  • 
but  I  faW  the  wind,  as  it  whirled  round,  form 

■I 

deep  cavities  in  the  ground,  catry  the  earth 
and  fand  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  and 
then  let  it  fall  in  fhowers  on  our  heads.  AH 
the  viduals  we  drefffed  were  fo  covered  with 
fand^  that  it  was  impoffible  to  eat  theni* 

To  this  infupportable  conftraiqt  was  added 
the  uneafinefs  given  me  by  our  herd^  which^ 
xoUeded  in  a  mafs,  remained  motionlefs  wuth^ 
out  any  defire  to  eat;  and,  what  was  ftill  worfe, 
there  was  not  a  drop  of  water  near  the  camp. 
Such  were  the  vexatious  confequerices  of  owf 
fituation  ;  nor,  obliged  to  flop  on  a  fudden  in 
my  way,  was  it  in  my  power  to  phoofe  a.bet^ 
tcr  halting-pkce. 

About  noon,  finding  the  wind  did  hot  abate^ 
we  refolved  to  refume  our  journey,  and  pra- 
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iHbtd  towards  a  clufter  o£  mountains  to  the 
fouth-eaft.  The  horde  to  which  I  was  travel- 
ling was  nearly  three  leagues  diftant ;  and  to 
reach  it  we  muft  have  marched  dire£Wy  againft 
the  wind,  which  would,  not  have  be6a  practi- 
cable. 

I  gave  orders,  therefore,  for  our  departure* 
My  baggage,  which  was  now  buried  in  fand, 
was  uncovered  j  the  oxen  were  loaded,  and  we 
fet  off.  But  though  we  had  the  wind  a  little 
on  one  fide  of  us,  it  greasy  retarded  our  pro« 
grcfi.  My  favagcs  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
drive  the  oxen  in  a  dired  line  toward  the 
mountains :  the  vnnd  was  fo  impetuous,  that 
the  poor  beafts,  aa  well  as  ourfelves,  in  ipite  of 
all  their  efforts,  gradually  declinfed.  to  leeward ; 
fo  that  our  backs  were  frequently  turned  to  th^ 
path  we  intended  to  purfue. 

What  J  here  relate  will  by  no  means  fuiv 
prife  thofe  who  have  travelled  in  the  foutherh 
parts  of  Africa.  They  know  the  terribfe  efiefis 
of  the  fouth-eaft  wind  j  and  they  are  not  igno- . 
rant,  that,  if  certain  diftridls,  and  more  efpe* 
daily  certain  mountains,  are  deftJtute  of  every 
jkind  of  vegetation,  and  confc^uently  tinlnha- 
Vol.  IIL  T  bitable. 
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.  bUable>  it  ia  ^caflfe  they  :are^  particularly'  €J|- 
pofedtoit. : 

r_  At  length, '^however,  tojvards  evening,  it 
^  -abated  ;  the  weather  once  more  becatne  calrn^ 
^nd  we  ,Uad  a .  peacefdl  night.  This  refpite 
was  a  real  happinefs  to  us,  and  faved  the  lives 
of  our  cattle^  -.The  ne'it:  morning  before,  day- 
break we  refumed  our  msarih  towards  a  Nimi- 
qua  horde;  where  we  hf^  feiircely  arriyed  when 
the  wind-begaa  agftiu/to  bJow  as  violently  as 

;/  Whep:Iapproache;d  the  kraal,  I  was  not  a 
little  furprifcd  to  .find  ray felf  received  as'an  old 
.acquaintance* ..;  This  furprife  w^as  xenewed  on 
«iy  bjcing  t^olj^^  that,  about  two  months. before, 
ieveral  of  jia^jgople  had^cpmethithttfrommy 
s.^PWp  pit  Qri^nge-Riy.eir  tg  pur^hafe  oxpn  5  and 
that  the  chief  had  very  lately  fent  fome  of  his 

» 

. Jiprde:  to ;  t Jjcnv.  to  pcocuf  e -^ajxacco  and  hard- 
ware,^, which  hc^^owed  me,  and  which- 1  per^ 
celved  to  have  been  mine.    ^  * 

Jf  was  fiQt  2ib!0\Q  a  fortnight  at  mofl;  that 
thefemen  had  returned;  and  X' learned  from 
xl^em  news  of  Swanepoel  aud  his  comrades. 
After  having  pxpeded  ][iiej,with  impatience, 

thev 
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thtf  begaA  to  b6  uheafy  aboHt  me/  'ri^'ovv^ver;^^^ 
the  place,  fince  my  departure,    was  totMIy'^ 
chknged.  "' Ttte  rains  had  covered  tlie^^fotirtd  ., 
vruV  verdure,  andthebinks  of  the  river  were'' 
every  v^hdtt  embellifhed  ^ith  fine  p'afturesi^ 
Acc6rtfiTigly'Sw;ariepod  hmifent  fbrthe  oxen' 
IKad^Ieff^t  fifefnfry'S^^^  hOTcfe,- and  had  fof med' 
an'^eadbfure  foir  theni,  togkhef ' v\f ith^'ftibf^^ 
which  he  Himfelf  hiifd  piir£hirfd;"^iid  fiie^  aS  f 
had  bought  on  my  "way  at  different' hdrdies,' 
which  had  bepn  faithfully  conveyed  to  hint 
according  10  the  engagements  of  the  veiideh. 

The'name  ofBemffy,  which  nbw  ftrucfc , 
my  ear  for  the  firll  time  thefe  four  inonths, 
feemed  to  prefage  fome  fatal  news  to  me.*  My 
foreboding  was  tdo'frue.  T  was  informed,;, 
that  this  abominable'kftave,  'enraged' at  my  not 
having  confided  to  him  the  fuperintendance  of 
my  camp  during  my  abfefice,  had'revenged 
himfelf  by  the  moft  flagitious  conduQ:.    ^ 

'  When  Swanepoel  went  with  fome  men  to- 
the  neighbouring  hordes  to 'traffic  for  oxen, 
hfe  had  bffered  to  accompaiiy  them  under  pre- 
tence  of  adlng  aS  at  guide;  and  the  refiilt  of 
tliefe  journeys  was,  thk  eve^y  thing  boiighlfor 
m^  •  wa^  paid*  for  at  double  its  valtfe,*  in  confe-* 
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quence  of  his  previous  ioformatioa  to  ^^e 
fellers. 

Suppofing  me  ftill  refolved  to  return  to 
XDrange-River  only  to  begin  a  new  journey, 
and  thinking  that  my  plan  would  be  rendered 
impradicable  if  I  were  in  want  of  articles  of 
trade,  he  had  endeavoured  to  exhauft  my  (lore; 
and  certainly,  if  circumftances  had  not  previ- 
Qufly  determined  me  to  return  to  the  Cape, 
this  treacherous  fcheme  was  very  capable  of 
compelling  me  to  do  fo. 

To  acquit  myfelf  of  my  debt  to  the  Kami- 
nouqua,  whofe  ox  I  had  killed  a  few  days 
before,  I  now  purchafed  one,  and  delivered  it 
to  him.  His  I  diftributed  among  the  horde, 
as  the  hafte  with  which  it  was  cut  up  had 
prevented  us  from  taking  the  neceffary  precau- 
tions for  keeping  it. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  for  three  whole 
days  I  and,  as  I  had  refolved  not  to  resume  my 
journey  till  it  was  complcrely  abated,  I  re- 
mained at  this  place.  This  delay,  however, 
was  not  loft  time  to  me ;  though  the  wind  in- 
commoded us  much  by  the  fituation  of  the 
mountains  on  the  declivity  of  which  we  were 

encamped,  as  £r^m  thefe  it  ru&ed  down  upon 
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116  With  violence.  I  went  out  feveral  times  wkh 
my  gun,  and  with  fome  fuccefs;  for  I  procured 
for  my  colledion  two  charming  fpecies  of 
animals  with  which  I  was  before  unac* 
quainted. 

One,  of  the  fquirrel  genus^  butloqgerand 
more  flender  than  the  Canadian  fquirrel  de* 
fcribed.  by  Bufibn,  U  &  new  fpecies*  It  is 
ifabella-coloured  on  the  back  and  (ides ;  the  tail 
partly  the  fame,  partly  white ; '  the  belly  white ; 
and  it  has  a  band  of  white  alfo  the  whole 
length  of  the  flank  on  each  fide.  Its  hair  rer 
fembles  the  quills  of  the  porcupine  rather  thaa 
the  fuf  of  the  fquirrel.  That  on  the  tail, 
which  is  long  and  bufhy,  has .  a  degree  of 
flexibility  in  confequcnce  of  its  length ;  but 
that  on  the  body  is  hard  and  fiiff,  fo  much  fo^ 
that,  when  flruck  with  aftick,  the  hairs  ^ve  a 
kind  of  rudling  found  againfl:  each  Other,  like 
the  porcupine's  quills.  All  the  movements  of 
the  animal,  like  thofe  of  the  fquirrel,  are  light 
and  graceful;  and  like  the  fquirrel  alfo,  when 
running,  it  fpreads  its  fine  tail.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas  call  it  aguimp.  I  killed  a  male  and 
female  at  one  fhot.  The  female  diflfers  only  in 
being  a  little  lefs,  and  having  a  colour  more 

T  3      ,  approach- 
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.approachingrtogrey.-  •.  Irioiy,4efer5|)jtiQn0f  the 
quadrupeds  of.Afi:ic,a,Iiliall;givea  reprefeata- 
tion  of  this- priftty  little  aniqial. 

The  fecoud  quadruped,*  which  at  that  time 
was  totally  unknown  to  me,  was  a  fpecies  of 
.viverra;  .'ajt  lead  fo  T  judged  it  to  be.  My 
.Hptt^nfots.  of  ;the  colony  all  recognized  it  as 
i^  w^4'-i6(9W>  (moufe-dog),  k  general  name 
amorig :  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  for  all  the 
little ..  carnivorQus  quadrupeds.  They  alfo 
:,^flured.  me,  that.it  was  very  common  in  many 
.places  .  in ;  the.  .colony ;  ,yet'  I  do  not  recoUedt 
that  I  ever  met  with  it  there.  .  Its  body  was 
the  fi^e.of  that  of  a  kitten  fix  months -old :  it 
hjad.  a  very  Jajge  nofe,  the  tipper  jaw  exceed- 
ing Uie  lower  hear  jtwo  thirds  of  an  inch  in 
jength*  and  f<>raiing  a  fort  of  moveable  fnout, 
lefembliijg  that  of  the.  coati  of  Guiana.  The 
(pre  /feet  ^were  armed  with  four  large  claws, 
very  (harp  and  curved ;  the  hind  ones  have 
each  five,  but  they  are  fhorc  and  blunt.  All 
the  fur  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body  is  . 
marked  with  crofs  bands  of  a  deep  brown  co- 
lour, on  a  ground  of  light  blrown  with  which 
5aany  white  l^ms,  are  intermixed.  The  lower 
p^rt  of  the  body  and  iafides  of  the^  legs  are  of 

a  red- 
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a  reddifh  ^ite.  The  tail,  which  is  very'  fleffiy, 
^nd  more  than  two  thirds  longer  than  the  body, 
is*  black  at  the  tip,  and  the  reft  brown,  inter- 
mixed with  white  hairs. 

This  animal  employs  its  fore  paws 'to  dig  ' 
very  deep '  holes  in  the  earth,'  in  which  it  re- 
mains  concealed  during  the  day,  not  going  out 
till  fun-fet  in  quell  of  food. 

In  the  fame  'diftri£t  I  caught  a  very  lingular 
bat,  which  one  evening  entered  my  tent^  and 
extinguiftied  my  candle '  by 'endeavouring  to 
perch  on  it.  This  fpecies  has  a  fufficient  claim, 
to  the  title  of  oreillar^  for  it  has  four  ears,  or 
at  leaft  the  external  part  of  four  ears,  each  ear 
being  double ;  the  outer  fold,  which  fcrvcs  as 
a  covering  to  the  inner,  is  very  ample,  being 
two  inches  eight  lines  high,  and  nearly  as  broad 
wben  ftretched  out.  On  the  nofe  alfo  a  mem- 
brane  (lands  ere£l,  one  inch  four  lines  in  height, 
which  might  be  taken  for  another  ear,  as  it 
has  cxa^ly  the  fliapeof  one.  This  rhembrane, 
as  vs^  as  the  ears  and  wings  of  the  animal, 
are  of  a  rufty  red,  paler  below  than  above. 
The  body  is  only  three  inches  long,  and  is 
covered  with  very  fine  greyifh  hair.  Its  width,  - 
from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  thi  other, 
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js  eight  inches.  The  reader  will  f^rdon  me 
for  inierting  thefe  trifting  details  of  meafure* 
mem,  of  which  I  am  a^t  more  fond  thaa  him- 
fclf }  but  they  appeared  td^  me  neccffary  here, 
to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  extraordinary 
length  of  the  ears  of  thia  animal,  which  are 
certainly  larger  in  proportion  than  thofe  of  any 
other  we  are  acquainted  with,  fmce  tbey  are 
only  four  lines  *  ihorter  than  the  body  itfelf. 

When  the  wind  had  entirely  fubfided,  the 
wild  animals, .  and  particularly  the  iiabella-co*. 
loured  zebraSf  re-appeared  in  the  plain.  I  had 
long  been  very  eager  to  procure  one  of  thefe^ 
but,  notwithilandlng  all  my  efforts,  had  never; 
been  able  to  fucceed.  I  agaih  eniployed  a, 
whole  day  in  hunting  them,  and  ^ven  chafed 
tliem  to  the  diftance  of  more  than  feven  leagues^ 
from  the  horde ;  but  I  found  it  impoffible  to 
overtake  them,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  ufelefs 
fatigue,  was  obliged  to  relinquiih  the  purfuit 
^  This  wild  animal,  which  will  not  fufier  it- 
felf to  be  approached,  is  the  only  one  I  |hv  in. 
jAfrica^  p,  few  birds  of.  lofty  flight  excepted, 
that  I  was  unable  to  procure;  Never  having 
had  it  in  my  pofleffion,  I  can  (ay  no  more  of 
it  than  what  I  have  already  written,  and  I  fliall 

*  The  French  divide  the  inch  into  twelve  lihcs.    T. 

continue 
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contintie  to  give  it  the  name  of  Ifkbeila  ithr^ 
till  feme  more  fortunate  traveller  may  beftow 
on  it  another  appellation^ 

I  did  not  quit  the  horde  without  taking^ 
guides.  They  condudedme^  by  a  journey  of 
feven  or  eight  leagues,  to  the  dry  bed.of  a  peiio- 
dical  river,  on  the  banks  of  which  they  left 
me,  and  which  they  aflured  me  was  that  Lion* 
River,  which  I  had  crofled  farther  to  the  eafl 
at  my  firft  departure.  If  it  be  difficult  in 
Africa  to  be  certain  of  the  courTe  of  a  flowing 
liver,  it  is  fiill  more  fo  to  afcertain  that  of  one 
that  is  dry.  I  have  trufted  to  the  favages  for 
the  name  of  this,  and  I  have  laid  it  down  in  my 
map  on  their  authority.  I  much  doubt,  how-- 
ivcTj  its  being  the  fame  river :  but  it  may 
poffibly  be  another  to  which  the  appellatioii 
of  Lion  has  been  given ;  as,  in  faft,  in  that 
part  of  Africa  there  are  many  brooks  or  rivers 
that  bear  this  denomination.  Befides,  it  ia 
enough  for  a  planter  to  meet  with  a  lion,  an 
\elepl|int,  a  buffido,  or  any  other  animal,  on  the 
bank  of  a  river,  to  give,  it  immediately  its 
name.  Thus  it  is  we  find  at  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hopefeveral  Elephant- Rivers,  Buffalo** 
Rivers,  and  Lion-Rivers,  as  well  as  many 
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uSouuRkiieren  -(Salt- Rivers),  and  the  like  j 
which  may  eafily  lead  to  geographical  errors, 
parttcuTarly  in  fo  mountainous  a  country, 
where  it  is  impbffible  fo  follow  a  river  along 
its  banks  through  its  whole  courfc.   ' 

From  the  banks  of  the  one  in  queftion,  tvre 
proceeded  the  fhorteft  way  to 'Orange-River. 
It  was  midnight  when  we  arrived  at  it ;  but 
the  joy  of  having  at  length  reached  the  river 
on  the  borders  of  which  my  camp  was  pitched, 
difFufed  throughout  my  caravan  a  fort  of  deliri^ 
ous  ecftacy,  which  continued  till  dawn  and  pre- 
vented us  from  taking  the  fmalleft  repofe,  No- 
tliing  was  talked  of  tut  the  moment  of  arrival. 
Had  I  liftened  to  the  general  voice  of  impa- 
tience, I  fhould  have  departed  iriftantly.  Al- 
ready they  thought  themfelves  within  a  few 
fteps  of  the  camp;  yet  we  had  ftill  a  long  way 
to  travel  thither,  though  we  had*  nothing  to  do 
but  to  afcend  the  river  keeping  along  its  batiks. 

The  great  number  of  trees  and  bufhes  by 
the  river's  fide  obliged  my  caravan  t#l:eep 
at  a  little  diftance  from  it ;  while  I  and  my 
hunters,  in  the  hope  of  killing  fome  hippopo- 
tamufes^  neVer  quitted  it — fome  'proceeding 
along  the  right  bank,  others  along  the  left. 

March- 
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Marching  in  ^his  order^  We  enpampcdtwiG^ 
At  length,  on  the  third  day,  tibe  Greater  Nimii- 
quas,:  finding  Acy.  were  near  their;  horde,  afk- 

« 

,eij  leave  to  quit  me.     Certain,  however,  that 
it  would  give  tbem  pleafure,'  I  revived  to  ac-i 
t:ompaiiy  them^rand  return  them  as  it  were 
my  felf  into  the  handfe  of  their  comrades. 

This  was  not  all.  Curious  to  know  the 
cffbdt  that '  the  furprife  of  our  return  would 
produce  in  the  kraal,  I  prohibited  any  one 
from  advancing  to  announce  me  j  and  infaft 

« 

they  were  fo  far  from  expeidiing  us,  and  our 

arrival  was  fo  fudden,  that  when  they  favv  us 

they  were  all  ftruck  dumb  with  aftonifliment. 

To  this  motionlefs  furprife  fucceeded  cries 

and  fhouts,  with  jumping,  fkipping,  and  all 

thofe  irregular  movements  with  which  favages 

ufually  exprefs^  the  tranfports  of  joy.     The 

Tvhole kraal  wasfoon  in  confufion  ;  every  one 

congratulated  himfelf  on  finding  again  com-. 

rades,  friends,  relations,  whom  he  had  believed 

to  be  loft,  and  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  more. 

Xhey  were  hugged  and  .  fniothered  with  ca- 

xeScs;  while,  confeffing  in  their  fimplicity  that 

i  had  led  them  to  the  world's  end,  they'  height- 

ft  .  ened . 
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ened  the  general  iatoxieation,  by  relating  t!i€ 
marvels  they  had  witnefled. 

Their  narrative  was  fo  interefting,  that  it 
brought  the  whole  crowd  around  them.  Inters 
rupted  every  moment  by  twenty  difierent 
perfons  with  as  many  different  queflions,  they 
refumed  their  difcourfe^  added^  exaggerated, 
confounded  circumftances  and  adventures  to- 
gether, and  rendered  their  tale  fo  confufed,  that 
it  excited  univerfal  rapture  from  the  very  cir- 
cumilance  of  its  beiqg  incomprehenfible. 

This  continued  the  whole  day,  an^  was 
interrupted  only  by  the  noify  diverlions  of  the 
night*  I  could  fcarcely  hope  to  enj6y  the  re* 
frefhment  of  fleep  in  the  midft  of  people  whofe 
tumultuous  uproar  is  always  proportionate  to 

■ 

the  pleafure  they  feel,  and  among  whom  a  fef* 
tival  has  the.  appearance  of  an  alarm  and  battle. 
Without  attempting,  therefore,  to  retire  to  my 
Xtnty  I  remained  among  them,  and  thought 
only  of  enjoying  the  fpedacle  it  exhibited. 

The  narrators  of  what  they  had  feen  par- 
ticularly engaged  my  attention.  Knowing 
enough  of  the  language  to  underftand  them, 
they  amufed  me  extremely.    Though  they 

related 
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related  only  events  that  were  Ipowa  to  iqe^ 
their  uncultivated  minds  iatwlarded  them  with 
fuch  extraordinaty  remarks  and  oircumilances^ 
embellished  them  with  fuch  foblime  and  extra* 
vagant  poetical  figures^  and  gave  them  fuch  a 
new  and  whimfical  air^  that  I  &ncied  mjrfelf 
llftening  to  fabulous  narrations.  Never  before 
had  I  tailed  a  fimilar  pleafure,  and  I  frankly 
coofefs  that  this  was  &ht  of  the  mod  pleafing 
nights  that  tither  of  mjr  journeys  afforded; 

At  fun^rife,  when  every  one  retired  to  fleepi 
I  took  my  gun,  and  went  to  try  my  fuccefi  in 
the.  neighbourhood.  I  found  nothing  to  add 
to  my  coUedion;  but  chance  afforded  me  aa 
extraordinary  (hot,  fuch  as  perhaps  no  other 
iportfman  can  boad. 

I  was  fitting  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  with  my 
double-barrelled  gun  between  my  legs  ftraight 
before  me,  the  butt^end  refting  on  the  ground^ 
lind  my  finger  on  the  trigger.  In  the  otfier 
hand  I  held  a  leaf,  on  the  edge  of  which  I  was 
whirling  in  the  maAner  of' fowlers  .when^ 
they  wifih  to  draw  round  them  fmall  birds. 
A  fpecies  of  ted'^bread  came  and  pitched  boldly 
on  my  hat,  theace  hopped  to  the  mouth  of  my 
fiifee^  and,  fetting  one  foot  on  each  barrel,  re* 
5  maincd 
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xxttttfi^  motioDlefit,/  liftening  ^ta  the  mufic  of 
toy  leaf^  which  was  altogether  new  to  him.  ' 
..  Ja  defert  icaujwtiiea, -an  amirial  that,  has: 
never  l>eh^I<ina:  hmnan  being  fees  one  for  the> 
fiVft  time  widiouft  hlarip,  pstrticukrly-  if  the 
in^ivi^iiajiit.jierceiws  jbeia  a.ftatfe  of  reft  and 
dojiot  piore.     ;...;,  <•.  ./. .    :     •  - 

..:.^hatfveriapii^Ijfet»y((?  beeflrtfeorfafWc  of  tbii 
l)w4's,f;|in|iU^ity,.  ^s  I;:t^pier9  fo  fm^ptifed  me^ 
that, ;  .^Khanicallyj  ^  and ;  ,wi|^ Wt  irefluSipri ,  I 
pulled  jhe.  -tyigg^r^  and .  the  gun  went  oflf. .  I 
fupjHofed  ttxe  bird  wQuld  have. been  /tord  in  a 
thouf^nd  |)i,ece8r:  tbuJ^totmy  great  aftonilhnieiit, 
I  faw  itj^cafjcied.  up:^;hi?ty/eet.aboyjB  my  hqad, 
in.  an  almqil^  perpeqdipjil^r  dlr(H^ion,  and  fall  a 
few  paces  from  me,     ^       ..;:;..  :  •       • 

I  ran  to^pick  ityup,t  M^Tht^  e»dft  of  its  <iuill 
feathers  wgre  a  liftle  Jfeottrb^^  ;aacl  it  appeared 
panting  and  extr^jnpl^  frigh^eped ;  but  by 
degrees  it  recovered >  ap^^  after  I  had  fatislied 
myfdf  that  it  had  xeceiT^  no  WQUrid,  I  gave 
it  its  libertyj.and  it  flew,  away •  !without  appear- 
ing to  be  in  fhe  leaft  injtiredi  r  Ifcia  probable 
that  the  tolumn  of  air  which  filled  the  barrel, 
being  driven  out  by  tbccejcplofipn,  ,ficft  (truck 
the  birdj  which,  by  a  iiggle   wptioft:  of  its 

:^ings, 
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wmgs,  wag  thrown  out  of  the  Hue  Q^  cKr€di<?a 
of  the  lhpt,i  which  psilTed  ia  n  body.withouj; 
touching  it,  while  the  fire,  occupying^  a  larget 
fpace,Tcorched  the  e:nds  of  ita,wipgs>pdjtaii*,{ 

.   The  oxen,  which  J  had  hired r of  the  horde 

',  ^  .         *..•    f  ^  * .       '*^       •■/        .... 

beQomii)g  nfelftfs^to  me^as  my  .effiedls  wer^con^ 
fide^ably  : diminished,  ai?d,I,  was  but  atJay  s 
journey  frpru.jpy  campi  I,  returned  them  to 
their  owners,  invitina  thenir  to  come  in  a  few 
days^,  when  their ;rgqicing8.  were  ended,  to. afk 
and  receive  the,  reward  of  their  fervkes, : 

Thefe  ferviq^  )vere  certainly  fmall, .  as  lia$ 
b,eea  fe^n-above'j,  and,  fo  far  from  coDgi^tul 
lating  myfelfron.rhavin^  :^ch  trajelling^  cgm^ 
paniona,  I  had  wifh,^  a  tl^Qufand  times  to  be 
rid  of  thenp,  Bjxt.  periods  arrive  when  every 
thing  jis  fgrgpttea.  Thefe  naqn,  .whofe.cpwr 
ardige  and  indolence  had  irritated' me, fq  much^ 
;agpeared  no.longef  tJieTame  when  they  were 
no  longer  n/eqeifaiy  .to  me.  I  faw,  them  with 
other  eyqs,  an^  ft^^^v^d  excufes^at.  my  own.e»  • 
*  pence  for  their  condua. 

Hqw^  after  all,. could  I  expe<^j  that,  they 
ihould  enter  into  :Hiy  paffion  for  a  fcienccrof 
which  they  had  pot.  the  flighteft  notion  ?  Tr^n-? 
^uil  both  by  cQaftijtption  afl4  by  habit,  un- 

enflated 
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enfiaved  to  fantaftic  defires,  they  could,  not 
participate  in  mj  follies.  How  often,  while 
I  refuied  to  copy  their  wifdora,  have  I  recoU 
]e£):ed  with  regret  the  moments  which,  dupe 
to  the  fpecious  promifes  of  men  and  their  per-- 
iidious  lies,  Ihave  painfully  wafted  in  endea- 
vouring to  ferve  them !  How  often  have  I  re* 
folved  never  again  to  exchange  my  repofe, 
and  its  unambitious  pleafures,  ifor  their  artifi- 
cial and  infipid  praifes,  for  the  fmoke  of  that 
incenfc,  which,  fo  to  fay,  you  at  laft  contrive 
that  they  fliall  Wow  in  your  face ! 

After  having  beftowed  fomie  prefents  on  the 
women  and  children  of  the  horde,  I  returned 
to  the  river  with  my  party,  and  we  continued 
to  proqeed  along  its  courfc.  Though  this 
journey  was  through  places  which  every  one 

•  * 

of  us  had  /traverfed  a  hundred  times,  no  one 
recoIle6led  them,  fo  brilliant  an  appearance 
had  the  change  of  the  feafon  and  the  re-afcent 
.  ;^  the  fap  given  to  what  at  our  departure 
wore  the  moft  fterile  afyt&. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  we  fhould  have  paf- 
fed  the  camp  without  knowing  it,  particularly 
as  it  was  fituated  behind  the  trees  on  the  other 

bank,  fo  as  to  be  concealed  from  oujc  view  j  but 

at 
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at  length,  when  arrived  oppofite  to  It,  we  dis- 
covered where  we  were  by  the  tomb  of  the 
Kaminouqiia  whom  the  lion  had  devoured. 

On  feeing  the  termination  of  fo  varied  an 
cxcurfion,  my  people  could  not  contain  their 
joy.  They  fhouted  aloud  to  inform  their 
comrades  of  their  arrival,  and  at  the  fame  time 
I  ordered  a  difcharge*  of  all  our  mulketry. 
This  double  fignal  was  heard,  and  anfwered 
by  fimilar  howlings.  In  a  moment  I  faw  the 
whole  party  of  the  Hottentots  of  the  camp  run 
to  the  river,  leap  into  the  water,  and  fwim 
acrofs,  to  exprefs  their  joy  at  my  return^  and 
embrace  their  friends.  The  uproar  was  pre- 
cifely  fimilar  to  that  which  I  had  witneflcd 
the  day  before. 

Swanepoei  alone  remained  on  the  bank. 
Too  old  and  too  heavy  to  fwim,  he  ftretched 
cut  hiis  arms  toward  us,  and  called  to  fom^  of 
my  people  to  convey  him  over  on  the  raft. 
Amid  the  general  joy  and  furprife  no  one  had 
thought  of  him.  At  length,. however,  they 
complied  with  hisi  requeft ;  and  the  old  man, 
throwing  himfelf  into  my  arms  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  informed  me  of  all  the  uneafinefs  he 
had  undergone  in  my  abfence. 

Vol,  III-  U  Thcfc 
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^  ,  Thefe  four  'months  had  been  an  age  to  him  j 
and,  though  I  bad  told  him  to  wait  for  me  five 
or  fix,  be  had  been  in  doubt  whether  he  ought 
not  to  return  to  the  Namero ;  particularly  as 
the  farages  who  conducted  to  the  camp  the 
oj^en  I  bought  on  the  road  had  told  him,  that, 
^  with  the  friendly  manners  I  had  the  art  of  em- 
ploying, I  might  proceed  fo  far  into  the 
country  that,  perhaps,  he  would  never  hear  of 

me  again. 

We  were  much  altered,  hefaid,  and  fallent 
.away  J   which,  confidering  . the   exceffive  fa- 
tigues  we  had  undergone,  by  no  means  fur- 
prifed  me.     Scorched  all  day  by  a  fervid  fun, 
cbli^^ed  continifally  to  march  over  rocks  or 
fands,  fleeping  at  night  on  a  fimple  mat,  and 
havin^  ufually  nothing  but  bracfkiffi  water  to 
drink,  I  certainly   did  not  lead  the  life  of  a 
fatrap^  whatever  may  be  faidj  at  the  fame 
time  I  do  not  regret  the  hardfhips  I  expe- 
rienced.    Indeed,   notwithftanding  my  thin- 
nefs,  I  never  enjoyed  better  health. 

I  croiTed  the  river  on  the  raft,  and  found 
myfelf  at  laft  in  the  midft  of  my  real  aijd  pro- 
per camp.  This  moment  was  delightful  to 
me.     I  feemed  retu'rned  to  take  pofTciTion  of 

my 

%  ^  ■  \ 
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'  my  eUate  after  a  long  banifhment.  Th^  dogj 
I  had  left  behind  knew  me.  They  jumped 
^bout  n^e  with  eagernefs,  and  beftowed  on  me 
a  thoufand  carefles. 

On  fuch  occafions  the  mereft  trifles  aflFord 
p.leafurc.  During  my  abfence,  Swanepoel 
iiad  fuffered  the  hen  to  iit  upon  hei^  eggs,  and 
flie  had  now  fixteen  chickens  of  a  tolerable 
fize.  The  dogs  I  brought  with  me,  not  being 
ufed  to  thefe  birds,  fprung  on  them,  and 
killed  three  at  the  firft  onfet.  The  hen,  and, 
which  was  furprifing,  the  cock  alfo,  engaged 
in  defence  of  the  brood,  which  gave  us  time  to 
come  to  their  affiftance.  In  our  poultry  yards 
we  never  fee  cocks  in  fuch  cafes  defend  their 
hens,  and  flill  lefs  do  they  concern  themfelves 
about  the  chickens:  was  it  then  that  mine^ 
having  but  one  female,  was  naturally  more  at- 
tached to  her,  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  never 
having  feen  any  other  cock  carefs  his  com- 
panion, loved  her  the  more,  and  was  more 
fond  of  her  young  ?  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  ob- 
ferve  all  wild  birds  in  general,  and  which  have 
but  one  female,  obftinately  defend  her,  an4 
take  the  greateft  care  of  their  young ;  while  in 

-  the  dpnieftic  ftate,  in  which  we  leave  a  num- 

U  2  ber 
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ber  of  hens  td  aflbciate  in  coniraon  With  fevtf* 
ral  cocks,  the  faitie  attachment  to  the  female 
is  net  difplayed,  and  fall  lefs  to  the  young  (he 
may  bring  forth.  Whether  the  cock  in  the  wild 
ftate  have  feveral  hens,  is  a  circnmftance  with 
.  which  we  are  Unacquainted.  Sonherat,  to 
whofn  natui;al  Hiftory  is  greatly  indebted^ 
brought  from  India  a  wild  cock  and  hen, 
w^hich  he  fuppofes  to  be  of  the  originat  fpecies, 
whence  our  domeflic  ones  fpfung;  but  he 

■ 

gives  us  no  information  refpeding  the  man- 
ners of  thefe  birds..  In*  Africa  I  found  neither 
the  fpecies  nor  genus  of  our  domcftic  fowls, 
atieaftiiia  ftate  of  nature  ;  though  I  have 
feen,  in  feveral  cplledions  in  Europe,  wild 
cocks  and  hens  altogether  different  from  fhofe 
brought  otef  by  Sonnefat,  and  forming  diftinA 
fpecies.  I  (hall  give  figures  of  them  in  my 
ornithology.  ^ 

'  One  of  my  firft  cares  was  to  go  and  examine 
the  fkin  of  my  giraffe.  It  had  coft  me  too 
much  trouble  to  allow  me  to  be  indifferent 
about  its  prefervation.  Having,  been  fix 
xnonths  exppfed'on  a  fcaffold,  1  had  reafon  to 
fear  its  being  damaged.  I  approached  it 
trembling;    but  joy  foon  fucceeded  to  my 

anxiety, 
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^inxiety,  when  I  faW  it  completely  dried,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  peFfe£t  prefervation. 

It  would  have  been,  perhaps,  more  in  the 
order  of  things  to  have  vifited  my  cattle  before 
the  giraffe,  fmce  they,  in  reality,  were  of  the 
moft  confequence  to  me;  yet  they  had  only  the 
fecond  place  in  my  care.  They  were  feeding 
in  the  environs,  where  the  pafturage  was  fine* 
Some  goats  had  kidded ;  but  all  my  old  oxen, 
one  after  another,  had  died,  five  excepted,  which 
were  flill  in  a  weak  and  exhaufted  flate,  though 
labouring  under  no  difeafe..  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  pains  Swanepoel  had  taken  to  pur- 
ch'afe  others,,  he  had  been  able  to  procure  no 
more  than  feventeen  oxen  and  three  bulls, 
which  fortunately  were  in  good  condition; 

During  thefe  difTerent  examinations,  I  had  . 
perceived  among  the  people  in  my  fervicc 
fome  thirfy  new  face?i.  I  faw  alfo  at  a  little 
diftance,  from  .the  camp  a  certain  number  of 
ftt^pge  huts.  On  demanding  an  explanation 
of.thisyl  was  told,  that  part  of  the  ^Irangers 
were  lilvages  from  the  neighbouring  hordes 
fent  t#  procure  tobacco.  The  huts  had  beer^  • 
ereded  by  oth6r  favages^  who  had  come  tq 
fettle  under  the  prot€<0:ion  of  Swanepoel,  tq 
:    '  •  V  3  "     be 
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be  fecure  from  the  attacks  of  th^  Boihmen, 
and  had  formed  a  little  kraal  near  the  camp. 

And  thusit  is  that  in  the  infancy  of  nations 
towns  are  formed.  A  few  feeble  individuals 
feek  an  ^ylum  ilear  the  ftrong,  .  By  degrees 
thfe  fociety  incrcafes  ; .  trade  draws  ftrangers  to 
it ;  and,  as  it  augments  in  number,  wealth,  and 
fircngth,  it  infenfibly  becomes  a  people,  and 
adopts  a  form  of  government.  Into  this  fnare 
their  happinefs  frequently  falls  a  facrifice. 
.  The  news  of  my  arrival  having  reached  the 
horde  of  Bernfry,  he  forgot  the  complaints  I 
had  againfl:  him,  and  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit. 
Meeting,  however,  with  a  veiy  unwelcome 
reception  both  from  Swancpoel  and  me,  be 
liftened  to  us  for  a  while  without  a  word  of 
reply,  and  then  turned  his  back  upon  usj  which 
pleafed  me,  as  I  hoped,  by  this  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt,  I  fliould  be  delivered  in  future  from  hh 
knavifh  tricks. 

In  the  diiFerent  excurfions  that  Swanepod 
and  Klaas  Bafter  had  made  to  procure  oxen, 
they  had  killed  a  large  monkey,  of  a  peculiar 
fpccies,  the  fkin  of  which  they  bad  perfcdiy 
preferved,  following  the  piethod  which  they 
had  fecn  me  employ.     This  animal,  two  ftfet 

and 
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and  half  high,  is  covered  with  dark-hrowa 
hair  as  ftiff  as  that  of  a  hog.  Its  eyes,  fituated 
very  high,  and  level  with  the  furface,  give  its 
fkce  a  totally  different  appearance  from  that  df 
other  monkeys.  Swanepoel  informed  me, 
that  he  had  killed  this  among  a  very  con- 
fidefable  number  of  the  fame  fpecies,  fome  of 
which  appeared  to  him  much  larger. 

My  people  had  been  hitherto  employed, 
(ince  my  arrival,  in  unloading  the  oxen  of  the 
caravan,  and  tranfporting  my  baggage  acrofs 
the  river  on  the  raft.  The  moft  important 
buflnefs  remained  ftill  to  be  performed,  that  of 
condufdng  to  the  camp  the  oxen  themfelves^ 
They  had  hoped  to  make  them  pafs  the  rivec 
|jy  fwimming ;  but  as  the  oxen  had  never  Tcqw 

'  a  river  fo  broad,  they  were  terrified  at  the 
paflage,  and  all  refufed  to  attempt  Jt-  To  no 
purpofe  did  they  fend  fome  of  my  herd  into 
the  water  before  them,  to  encourage  them  by 

.  their  example,  and  erftploy  every  poflible 
means,  even  to  blows ;  they  ftill  refifted.  At 
length,  as  night  drew  on,  they  refolved  to 
try  what  appeared  the  laft  refource. 

A  little  higher  up  the  river  was  a  holme, 
which  divided  it  into  two  branches :  and  k 

U  4  might 
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might  be  prefumed,  that  thef  animals,  obferv- 
ing  a  fmaller  fpace  of  water,  would  be  lefs 
afraid,  and  venture  to  fwim  acrofs.  7\t  lead 
fo  we  flattered  ourfelves ;  and,  accordingly,  I 
ordered  them  to  be  driven  to  the  plac^,  with  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  them  darl- 
ing the  night,,  and  orders  to  attempt  the  pafTage 
at  funrife. 

Having  majde  this  arrangement,  I  thought 
every  necefTary  precaution  taken,  and  accord- 
ingly retired  to  reft,  in  my  waggon,  with  a 
mind  devoid  of  anxiety,  I  was  faft  afleep 
there  in  the  utmoft  tranquillity,  when  Klaas 
came  haftily  to  waken  me,  and  defire  me  to 
rife  without  delay. 

My  firft  thought  was,  that  he  was  eager  to 
inf6rm  me  of  the  pafTage  of  my  cattle ;  and  I 
alked  whether  it  had  been  attended  with  much 
diflSculty,  "  That,"  faid  he,  "  is  not  the  bu- 
*'  fmefs ;  all  is  loft.  The  keepers  fell  afleep 
.  **  in  the  night,  and  let  out  theit  fires*  The 
Boflimen^  who  were  on  the  watch,  took  ad- 
vantage of  their  fleep  to  drive  off  the  whole 
"  herd.  By  chance  oneof  the  fleepers  awoke^ 
**  and,  perceiving  the  robbery,  called  to 
"  arms.    They  all   ran  after  the  marauders, 

"  but 
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**  but  thefe  were  fo  numerous,  and  their  rear^ 
*'  guard,  which  covered  the  march  of  the  rcft^ 
**  let  fly  at  them  fo  many  arrows,  that  <?ur 
*•  people,  after  a  few  difcharges  of  their  muf* 

V  kets,  returned,  bringing  back  only  three  of 

r 

V^  the  oxen  that  lagged  behind,  and  had  beea 
**  very  feverely  handled.  We  have  .but  one 
"  refource  left,  which  is  to  purfue  the  robbers 

V  with  a  ftropg  party :  but  then  we  muft  iet 
*f  oiF  without  delay,  and  not  lofe  a  moment* 
'  ('ircumftanced  as  I  was*  this  accident  was 
extremely  vexatious  to  me  j  not  merely  from 
%h^  g?ej|t  lofe  it  occafiqned,  but  begaufe,  by 
taking  from  me  the  cattle  intended  to  recruit 
my  teams,  it  deprived  me  of  the  means  of  re- 
turning to  the  Cape. 

The  news  had  fcarcely  reached  my  camp^ 
when  the  fufpicions  of  my  people  fell  upoa 
the  Houzouanas,  igainft  whom  they  were,  ftili 
prejudiced.  According  to  them,  thefc  plun- 
derers alone  werp  to  be  charged  with  ity  who» 
aftfr  infidious  inftances  of  fe'rvice,  had,  in 
their  opinion,  followed  our  track,  and  availed 
themlelves  of  the  momprit  of  my  abfence 
to  carry  off  what  I  was  not  at  hand  to  defend* 

1  could  not  credit  thefe  acQufations ;  and  fhe 

event 
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event  prdved  them  to  be  unfounded.  But  I 
had  no  inclination  to  wafte  my  time  in  con-> 
iTuting  them.  It  was  of  little  confequence  to 
me  to  know  who  had  committed  the  theft  j  my 
buiinefs  was  to  recover  the  booty,  and  this 
Was  to  be  done  only  by  following  the  adviccf 
ofKlaas. 

I  iiTued  my  orders  in  confequence.  Un- 
certain of  the  time  the  expedition  might  re- 
quire, thdugh  aflured  (it  could  hot  fucceed 
without  great  celerity,  I  loaded  an  ox  with  my 
marquee,  my  clcMik,  fome  ammunition,  the 
krofles  of  the  men  who  were  to  attend 
me,  and  Iwo  fheep,  which  we  killed  and 
Ikinned.- 

My  detachment  confifted  of  the  faithful 
Klaas,  fonr  of  my  braveft  hunters,  of  whom 
Bafter  was  one,  and  eight  Hottentots  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows.  Klaas  was  armed  at 
all  points  like  myfelfj  and  like  me  alfo  was 
pn  horfeback.  I  took  with  me,  befides,  a 
part  of  flfly  paek,  not  omitting  my  great  dog 
Yager. 

We  foori  croffed  the  river  and  reached  the 
keepers.  They  appeared  fo  confounded  at 
feeing  me,  that,  if  I  had  had  tune  to  reprimand 
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them  for  t^eit  negligetKre,  the  fliame  and  for- 
fow  they  felt  would  not  have  left  me  the  heart 
to  do  it,  ^  Befides,  there  were  Kaminoilqua* 
aniong  them,  who,  having  Ifent  m^  their  oxen 
on  hire  -for  the  journey,  had  loft  then[i  by  thti 
robbery,  as  I  had  mine. 

•Thefe  men  requefted  permiffioti  to  attend 
me^  that  their  own  concerns  might  not  be 
neglefled.  To  this  I  confented  j  and  I  ordered 
the  reft  to  repair  to  the  camp,  with  the  three 
oxen  th^y  had  recovered,  in  the  beft  manner 
they  could. 

We  could  not  tniftake  oiir  road,  as  it  wat 
traced  on  the  fand  by  the  footfteps  of  our  ani^ 
malsr  which  we  followed  for  fix  full  hours^ 
going  up  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  length 
they  appeared  to  ftrike  off  from  the  river  at 
ah  single,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the  coun« 
try. 

Here  the  approach  of  night  determined  mt 
to  ftop.  I  ordered  fires  to  be  lighted,  and 
fome  neceflary  precautions  taketi  to  prevent 
iiirprife,  ^nd  in  the  mean  time  1  proceeded 
with  Klaas  to  reconnoitre  the  track,  and  make 
jnyfelf  certain  of  its  diredion. 

Aftet  about  half  an  hour's  ride,  we  per- 
ceived 
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ceived  that  the  herd  had  .been  idivided,  one 
part  turning  off  due  eaft^  the  other  continuing 
to  advance  to  the  north.  The  latter  being,  tlje 
xnore  confiderable,  we  refolved  to  make  that 
qur  purfuit,  and,  the  fooner  to  oyertake  it,  to 
refume  our  journey  before  day.  This  plan 
being  fi;?£ed,  we  returned  to  the  halting-place ; 

and^  after  a  very  peaceable  night,  fet  off,  in  fadt, 

« 

(wo  hours  before  fmlrife.        ..     . '  . 

TJiQ^gH  we  could  not  fee  the  track  becaufe 
of  the  diirkpefe,  I ,  flattered  myfelf,  that,  .by 
travelling  northerly,  I  fhould  not  mjfs  it ;  and, 
$f  Ir  dtd  pilfs  it,  it  cQuld  not  much  fignify,  as 
we  might  foon.fmd.it.'agaip,/a»dAVithout  dif** 
ficviUy.  We  made,  however,  no  miilake ; 
for,  w^hcn  day  broke,  we  found  ourfelves  foU 
JqWiog  .  precifely  its  diredion  j'  but,  after  tra- 
vellmgJEojur  long  Ipa^jes,  I  perceived, it  vifiUy 
to  bend  to  the  right,  as  if  to  rejoin  the  divifion 
whi<^h  haid  turned  off  to  the  eaft.  Baftcr,  who 
had  traverfed  this  diftridt  in  my.abfence,  told 
me  h^  k^ew  where  he  was,  and'  that  a  very 
Ktrle  w^y  off  was  a  horde  of  Kaminouquas, 
which  he  had  yifupd  for'  the  purpofe  of  trade. 

From  what  he  faid  of  the  fituation  of 
thijj-  horde,   I  founjl   tjiat    it    was  between 
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tbe  two  tracks.  My  companions,  more  dit 
truftful,  thought  they  both  terminated  theirci' 
and  that  the  Kamiriouquas  were  confequently 

the  thieves,  - 

I  could  not  cafily  fufpeft  a  nation,  which, 
in  all  its  dealings  with  me  and  all  its  tradings 
at  the  camp,  had  uniformly  fliown  itfclf  juft 
and  true.  Befides,  by  proceeding  to  the"  .kraal 
as  my  people  propbfed,  I  fhouldquit  the  track, 
and  perhaps  lofe  a  portion  of  time  that  was 
very  valuable.  However,  as  all  my  company 
were  unanimous  for  this  digreflion,  I  at  laft 
yielded  to  the  general  opinion,  and  we  repaired 
ftraight  to  the  horde. 

I  had  not  been  miftaken  in  my  good  opi* 
nion  of  it.  The  moment  I  reached  it,  I  per- 
ceived by  the  ferenity  of  the  countenances  6f 
the  lavages,  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which 
they  accofted  me,  that  my  companions  were 
wrong  in  their  fufpicions.  Of  this  they  were 
foon  convinced  themfelves,  and  were  not  back* 
ward  to  avow  their  error. 

We  here,  however,  gained  intelligence  of 
the  ftolert  herd.  One  of  the  favages  had.  feen 
it  pafs  by  the  evening  before,  efcorted  by  a 
great  number  of  men,  who  feemed  proceed- 
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ing  towards  the  river,  on  the  other  fide  of 
yvhich  they  probably  dwelt.  Two  perfont 
Tofamtarily  offered  to  point  out  their  track, 
and  be  my  guides  acrofs  the  river  to  the  place 
|a  que(lion.  This  offer  I  accepted;  but, 
alas  I  I  was  little  aware  to  what  a  cruel  fate 
they  would  be  expofed  by  their  generous  fer- 
irices. 

# 

Meanwhilp,  as  to  myfelf,  it  was  fortunate 
for  me  that  I  vifited  the  horde ;  for  the  ox 
that  carried  my  baggage  was  fo  exhaufted  ^ith 
£itigue,  as  to  be  almoft  incapable  of  going 
any  £uthen  I  thercfere  hired  two  others  to 
fupply  his  place.  I  alfo  added  two  frefh  fheep 
to  our  provifion ;  and  we  fpeedily  departed. 

We  were  obliged  to  travel  four  leagues  eaft 
by  north  before  we  re-difcovered  the  track«  It 
then  appeared  again,  and  led  us  to  the  banks 
of  Orange-River,'  where  it  terminated.  At 
this  place,  therefore,  the  robbers  muft  have 
erofied  the  river  with  their  booty.  The  fa<a 
I  thought  unqueftionable ;  yet  my  two  Ka- 
minouqua  guides  fwam  over  to  be  certain 
of  it. 

As  I  had  no  doubt,  from  the  information  I 
}iad  received,  but  the  Bofhmei^  of  whom  I  was 
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in  queft  dwelt  on  tliat  fide,  I  thought  it  pru-f 
^at'to  leave. the  ftream  between  theiQ  and 
me^  and  to  fpend  the  night  where  I  was.  We 
had  travelled,  during  the  day,  thirteen  leagues, 
without  any  where  flopping,  except  at  the 
kraat ;  and  of  courfe  we  wanted  reft.  Our 
two  guides,  after  they  had  difcovercd  the  track  . 
and  followed  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  re- 
turned ;  but,  when  arrived  at  the  river,  they 
faw,  floating  on  the  water,  a  drowned  ox» 
which  they  puflied  forward,  and  drove  aihorc 
near  where  we  were  encamped.  I/pon  examine 
ing^  1  found  it  to  be  one  of  mine,  for  it  had  my 
mark  ;  and  Klaas,  befides,  inftantly  knew  it. 

During  the  night  I  was  bufied  on,  the  .mean» 
of  pailing  the  river.     I  had  obferved  it  no. 
where  fo  broad  and  rapid,  and  it  was  an  art^ 
ful  trick  of  thefe  robbers  to  chopfe,  for  crofling 
it,  the  mod  difficult  and  dangerous  fituation. 

What  particularly  aftonifhed  me  was,  that 
they  had  fucceeded  ix%  driving  over  the  cattle, 
while  my  people  could  not  even  get  them  into  , 
the  water  at  a  place  where  it  was  two  thirds 
narrower.  This  thought  increafed  my  rage ; 
and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  had  need  of  fome 
i[uch  motive  to  animate  me. again  ft  the  pluur 
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derers^  as  I  fhould  otherwife  have  been  ilag^ 
gered  by  the  difficulty  of  the  paffage,  which  * 
would  have  induced  me  to  return  and  relin-* 
quifh  the  purfuit* 

Though  exafperated,  I  was  not,  however, 
blind  to  the  danger ;  and,  in  fome  degree  to 
diminifh  it,  I  proceeded  farther  up  the  river^ 
and  crofled  it  where  its  bed  was  much  lefs 
wide*  I  had  no  room  to  fear  going  out  of 
'  the  ^ay  by  this  proceeding ;  for,  bfifides  .that 
the  drowned  ox  convinced  me  that  the  Bofh- 
men  were  higher  up,  my  guides,  who  had  re-* 
conhoitred  the  track  the  day  before,  could  not ' 
fail  of  putting  me  into  it. 

In  fad,  we  eafily  found  it  again,  and  pur- 
iiied  it  anew  for  the  fpace  of  five  leagues, 
when  my  Kaminouquas  fuddenly  flopped  as  if 
thunderftruck;  for  the.  footfteps,  inftead  of 
continuing  to  tend  towards  the  horde  they  had 
fufpeded,  turned  off  at  an  angle,  and  were  di- 
refted  a  fecond  time  to  the  river. 

This  new  difappointment  put  us  all  to  a^ 
iland.  The  furprife  was  general ;  and  we 
looked  at  one  another  for  fomie  time  without 
fpieaking  a  word.  Our  guides,  forced  to  ac- 
knowledge the  innocence  of  the  horde  they 

had 
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had  accufed,  now  turned  their  ftifpidohs  to 
another  that  refided  five  leaguesfrom  the  river^ 
oa  the  fide  we  had  quitted  ;  and,  in  fa£t, 
every  fpotftcp  pointed  to  the  river,  not  one 
from  it, 

So  many  contradictions  feemed  created  on 
purpofe  to  difcouragc  me ;  yet  had  they  no 
other  cfFe£t  than  to  provoke  and  animate  me 
the  more.  Accordingly  we  paflcd  the  river  a 
third  timci  and,  after  (topping  to  take  feme  re- 
ffeflimenr,  refiimed  our  purfuit  of  the  track, 
which  at  firft,  for  the  fpace  of  a  leau;Ue,  led  us 
north- weftj  and  then  approached  Orange-River 
once  more  by  a  large  circuit,  which  brought 
us  nearly  back  to  tlie  place  where  .we  had 
crofled  it  the  preceding  evening.. 

Thus,  after  various  turnings  and  windings, 
after  three  days  toilfome  travelling,  we  were 
obliged  to  pafs  the  river  a  fourth  time.  To 
deceive  and  miflcad  me  with  refpe<£t  to  their 
courfe,  the  plunderers,  with  artful  and  deep- 
laid  contrivance,  had  croffed  it  themfehes  three 
times ;  and  thereby  led  me,  by  forced  marches 
and  countermarches,  io  a  confiderable  diftance 
after  a  horde  which  hved  fcarcely  more  than 
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eighteen  or  twenty^  leagues  from  my  catiap^ 
and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river. 

Certainly,  hs^d  I  known  thefe  cirdumftindes^ 
I  might  have  faved  myfelf  much  pain  atid  la^ 
hour :  but  how  could  I  divine  them  ?  Ani 
who,  in  my  place,  would  not  have  been  equally 
Received  ?  My  guides  themCelves,  confounded 
at  fo  much  arr,  were  afraid  I  (hould  not  be- 
lieve them,  but  fufpeft  them  of  favouring  the 
thieves,  and  afiifting  them  to  put  their  booty 
in  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  -by  makinjg  ine  lofe  fo 
much  valuable  time.  To  convince  me  of  thdr 
good  faith,  they  would  in  every  inflance  pafs 
the  river  before  me,  and  fatisfy  themfelvcs  that 
the  footfteps  adlually  re-appeared^  before  they 
would  advifc  me  to  follow  them. 

This  laft  paflage  had  nearly  coft  me  my  life. 
I  attempted  it  as  ufual  on  horfeback,  while  twQ 
fwimmers  conduced  the  horfe  by  the  bridle. 
About  the  middle  of  the  river,  one  of  the  rings 
of  the  bit  gave  way.  Finding  himfelf  incom- 
moded by  the  other,  he  jwked  his  headfo  vio- 
lently a^  to  make  thte  fecond  fwimmer  let  go 
his  hold;  and  the  horfe  was  accordingly  at  the 

mercy  of  the  dream.     As^  I  had  no  means  of 

commandr 
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iiotiniandiiig  him-,  I  ftoopcd  forward  oter  his 
beck,  and  endeavoured  to  guide  him,  by  pat- 
ting him  ^*ith  my  hand.  But  to  fwim  as  I 
Wilhed  him  required  ftrength,  and  of  this  his 
journiey  had  totally  deprived  him }  fo  that  he 
drove  with  the  current  for  more  than  a  quarter 
bf  an  hdur^  without  making  iny  effort  btit  what 
Was  abfolutely neceuary  to  keep himabove water. , 

Luckily  for  me,  the  current,  by  which  we 
Were  in  danger  of  drownings  drove  him  to  the 
bank,  but  fo  exhaufted  with  fatigue  that  he 
could  not  ftand.  My  people,  who  ran  to  my 
afliilance}  endeavoured  in  vain  to  fet  him  upon 
his  feet :  all  their  efforts  were  to  no  purpofe ; 
he  was  perfectly  unable  to  rife,  and  abfolutely 
lay  bn  the  place  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
all  the  night. 

To  allow  him  the  more  time  to  recover,  I  ' 
did  not  fet  off  till  late  in  the  morning.  We 
^gain  followed  the  track  of  ouj  cattle,  which  led 
iis  eaftward  for  four  leagues,  when  we  fell  into 
a  path  that  conducted  to  the  horde.  In  this 
path  terminated  the  footfteps  of  our  oxen,  all 
t>f  which  had  affembled  together jin  this  place; 
£d  that  we  had  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  thi^ 
horde  were  the  robbers. 

X9  My 
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My  two  Kaminouqua  guides  requpfted  me 
to  excufe  their  accompanying  me  any  farther. 
They  were  afraid,  if  they'  procee^ded  with  us, 
they  might  be  known,  and  that,  fufpe^ted  of 
having  conduded  me  to  the  horde,  a  war  be- 
tween the  two  nations  would  be  the  confe- 
quence.     Their  fear  was  well  founded,   and 
their  caution  fufficientlyreafonable.     Seeing, 
therefore,  nothing  but  what  was  juft  in  their 
requeft,  unfortunately  for  them  I  complied 
with  it.    It  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  conti- 
nue where  we  then  were,  and  there  await  our 
return.     However,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
prudent  to  advance  in  broad  day   and   expofe 
purfelves  too  openly,  I   refolved  to  wait  till 
night.     Dark  as  it  mighjt  prove,   the  path  was 
too  much  trodden  for  us  to  be  in  any  danger 
of  lofmg  our  way. 

We  fet  off  at  two  in  the  morning  with  the 
profoundefl:{ilence,and  foon perceived  the  light 
of  {everal  fires,  which  my  people  fuppofed  to 
be,  about  three  quarters  of  a  league  diftant. 
On  ad;vancing  farther,  we  heard  fongs,  fliouts 
of  joy,  and  immoderate  laughter*'  The  rob- 
bers were  diverting  themfelves  and  feafting  at 
my  expence.  ... 

Their 
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Their  noifinefs,  however,  had  one  good 
effeft.  My  dogs,  on  approaching  them,  be- 
gan to  bark  fo  loudly,  that  we- thought  proper 
to  muizizle  them  ;  and,  'but  for  the  uproar  that 
drowned  their  voices,  they  would  infallibly 
have  betrayed  us.  And  now  behold  me  for 
.the  firft  time  in  my  life  m  a  ftate  of  war  with 
a  favage  horde,  and  determined  to  carry  it  od 
with  art,  if  I  found  myfelf  oppofed  by-  a  fupe- 
rior  forc€  ! 

As  it  was  no  favourable  moment  fof  the  ^t- 
tack,  I  deferred  it  till  break  of  diiy  ;  ttttd,  that 
it  might  be  condudtedin  the  moft^advanta* 
geous  manner,  I  intrenched  bof h^Uiy felf  and 
my  troop  behind  a  thick  patch  of  brufhwood, 
ivhich  afforded  us  a  fecure  rampaif  aga^inft  the 
offcnfive  weapons  of  our  enemies^  and  ren- 
dered ours  ftill  more  formidable. 

The  bufh  was  large  enough  to  contain  and 
Ibelter  all  my  fufilecrs,'  and  each  of  us,  by  fe* 
parating  a  few  branches;  made  a  fort  of  loop- 
hole, through  which  he  could  prefent  the 
xnouth  of  his  piece  and  fire. 

In  this  fituation,  we  waited  patiently  and  in 
filence  for  the  moment  of  attack.  The  knaves* 
th^mfelves  fcemed  to  favour  us  by  their  con- 

X  3  dua. 
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duiSt.  Their  ohftreperou3  joy  fubfided  by 
degreies ;  find  at  length,  giyipg  way  to  fatigue^ 
they  withdrew  into  fheir  huts  to  fleep^  aad  the 
noife  ceafed  altogether. 

Day  appeared,  to  tlie  fatisfadioa  of  my  im- 
patience, which  I  could  fcarce«  reilrain.  But 
I  then  perceiyed  that  we  had  badly  calcuiate^ 
our  diftance.  Our  poft  was  fo  %  from  the 
kraal,  that  our  (hot  would  hardly  reach  |t« 
We  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  quit  the  I^uih^ 
and  ap^oach  aearer  Xh^  hufk:  but  we  left  our 
two  oxen  and  qpiy  twphorfes  (hjeltesred  by  it, 
with  4  man  to  take  care  of  them>  that  they 
might  be  ready  for  my  ufe  if  we  experienced 
a  check,     , 

Certain  that  all  the  people  of  the  kraal 
were  fafl;  afleep,  we  advanced  openly,  3^  took 
poft  in  front  of  it  within  gun-ihot^  The 
kraal  was  of  confideraWe  ii?e,  appearing  to 
Contain  about  thirty  or  forty  huts«  It  was  built 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  about  half  way  up  its  accli^ 
yity,  and  behind  it  a  range  of  lofty  mountains 
arofe  like  an  amphitheatre. 

All  our  guns  were  loatled ^  which  I  thought 
a  neceflBuy  precaution :  yet  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  cpmm^nice  hoftilities  by  the  eifufiqa 

of 
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of  Uood.  I  was'  dedrous  of  alarming  the  rob- 
bers only,  and  putting  them  to  flight,  by  the 
terror  of  a  fudden  and  unexpeded  attack.  Tn 
confequehce,  I  enjoined  my  peo[Je  to  fire  in* 
to  the  atr,  and  pofitively  forbad  them  to  aim 
at  a  (Ingie  man,  unlefs  we  were  obliged  to  do 
iby  and  I  fhould  give  expre&  orders  to  that  • 
purpofe. 

I  began  the  attack  by  firing  my  large  car- 
bine, the  report  of  which,  re-echoed  by  the' 
neighbouring  mountains,  produced  a  thunder- 
iag  noife.     We  expected  that  the  whole  horde 

r 

would  run  away  affrighted  at  the  found ;  and 
my  people  prepared  to  heighten  the  general 
terror  by  a  dilcharge  of  their  mufketry.  To 
our  great  aftonifliment,  however,  not  a  (ingle 
perfon  appeared.  '  I  ordered  feveral  other 
di/cbarges  of  our  guns,  but  in  vain;  every 
thing  ftiil  continued  quiet,  and  I  was  at  a  lofs 
what  to  augur  from  the  circumftance. 

This  fccurity  was  but  apparent.  While 
every  thing  without  indicated  fleep  a^ad  tran- 
quillity, within  all  wasconfufiort  and  af&ighC. 
put  by  ^n  infernal  ftratagem,  in  which  my 
robbors  no  doubt  had  long  been  pradifed,  nK^ 
<>ne  would  Hiew  himfelf  till  all  were  in  a  ilate 

X4  of 
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-  of  defence.     Probably  they  had  a  Hgnal  to 

inform  each  other  on  fiich   occaiions  vrhen 

they  were  ready. 

When  armed,  all,  fuddenly  and  at  the  fame 

inftant,    iffued    from    their    huts,    advanced 
'  towards  us  with  fearful  yells,  and  difchargcd 

^  flight  of  arrows,  which  fell  fhort,  as  we  were 

'  *  *  > 

out  of  their  reach,  and  which  we  returned  l^y 
a  difcharge  of  our  pieces,  ftill  firing  over  their 
huts. 

The  favages^  finding  that  no  one  was 
wounded,  fuppofed  that  my  ihot  could  not  in- 
jure them.  They  accordingly  all  joined,  and 
advanced  againft  iis  with  fury.  I  waited  their 
approach  .  without  moving.  My  people,  in 
the  n^ean  time,  cried  out  to  them  to  reftore 
-my  oxm.  Whether  they  heard  us  amid  the 
general  npife,  1  am  ignorant  j  but,  being  arrived 
within  bow-(hpt,  they  fent  us  another  flight  of 
arrows,  which  now  fell  every  where  around  us.- 

Thinking  that  it  was  no  longer  time  to 
dally  and  content  nvyfelf  with  eippty  noife, 
I  ordered  my  men  to  fire  at  their  arlt^gonifts ; 
and,  our  difcharge s  fucceeding  alternately, 
weapon  faw  the  troop,  difperfmg  like  ants, 
pach  running  his  pwq  way,  with  yells  which 

were 
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iwrere  not,  like  the  former,  fignats  of  battle  and 
the  expreflioa  of  intrepidity,  but  the  cries,  of 
defpair. 

Soon,  however,  they  rallied  ;  and  I  faw 
them  even  gain  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  collet 
my  cattle  that  were  fcattered  about  upon,  lU 
and  difappear  with  them.  Their  women  and 
children  bad  already  repaired  thither  during 
the  engagement^  {q  th^t  the  iJjad.Ow  of  aa 
enemy  was  no  longer  to  be  feen. 

The  moil  vex^^tious  circumllapce  that  could 
happen  to  me  at  fucht  a  junfture  was  this  rer 
treat,  which  a  fecond  time  deprived  toe  ofmj 
cattle.  Where  would  have  been  the  ufe  of  afl 
the  labour  and  fatigue  that  for  forpe  days  I 
Jiad  ^  undergone,  if,  without  refource,  they 
were  taken  from  me  anew  i  Not  a  rtiqment 
was.tp-  be  Ipft.  Should  the  troop  reach, the 
defiles  of  the  mountains  with  them,  their  re?- 
poveiy  would  be  impoffible,  apd  they  would 

be  gone  for  ever. 

I  feiit,  therefore,  fprmy  two  horfes^  whick 

were,  behind  thebufh,  aqd  difp^tching  thiee 

pf  my  markfmen  to  iatercept  the  herd  and 

«its  condudors  on  one   fide,  I  galloped  away 

i^ith  Klaas  to  cut  off  their  retreat  on  the  pthefi. 
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I  foon  perceived  the  favages  defcending  the 
back  of  the  hill,  and  endeavouring  to  reach  a 
plain^  in  which  was  ^  wood.  Oa  feeing  us, 
they  redoubled  their  fpeed,  and  difappcared  a 
fecond  time  :  but  thofe  who  drove  the  cattle^ 
unable  to  make  them  proceed  as  fad  as  they 
wi&ed,  on  account  of  the  defcent,  and  find- 
ing themfelves  in  danger  of  being  furrounded, 
quitted  the  herd,  and  ran  to  join  their  com* 
rade^.  " 

Their  flight  was  acftelerated  by  the  arrrval  of 
mj  three  markfmen,  who  came  near  enough  to 
fire  at  and  kill  one  of  them.  In  th@  mean  time 
I  arrived  with  Klaas  by  the  other  route  of  the 
circle,  and  thus  we  got  pofleffion  of  the  cattle. 

It  was  nevertheiefs  poffible,  that  the  fugi- 
tives, recovering  from  their  firft  furprife^ 
might  be  aihamed  of  having  fled  before  a  feW 
men»  whom  they  twenty  times  cSit-'numbered, 
and  return  to  attack  us  in  force.  Betides,  if  they 
waited  courage,  they  were  not  unlkilled  ^in 
'  wiles  and  ftratagcms  j  and^  they  might  thereby 
harafs  our  retreat,  and  gradually  deprive  us  df 
the  fruit  of  our  vidory.  Without  a  moment's 
delay,  therefore,  I  polled  two  men  on  the  hill 

to  watch  their  movements,  and  obferve  whe- 
ther 
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Hierthef  came  out  of  the  wood,  wliile  I  pro^ 
peeded  to  the  kraal  to  rejoin  the  reft  of  my 
troop,  having  the  herd  driven  before  me« 

Either  by  the  extreme  fatigue  of  the  forced 
piarch  they  had  been  compelled  to  make,  or 
by  wounds  from  the  aflagays'with  v^hieh  they 
]bad  been  driven  on,  almoft  all  the  cattle  were 
lamed*  However,  it  wa^  a  happinefs  to  us  to 
f ecover  them  in  any  condition.  The  Kaminou^ 
quas  knew  theirs,  which  were  all  complete  ia 
point  of  number^  as  aifo  were  mine,  the  ox  ex« 

* 

cepted  which  was  drowned  in  the  river,  and 
fny  war-*ox.  This  fine  animal  had  been  killed 
for  the  feaft,  and  we  found  his  head  on- the 

V 

ground  near  the  kraaL 

The  cattle  of  the  horde  were  in  their  en-- 
iclofure,  fo  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  havQ 
averaged  myielf  according  to  the  law  of  reta^ 
Uation  by  taking  them  all  away ;  to  which  the 
people  in  their  anger  advifed  me.  Such  coa« 
du^,  in  thietr  opinion,  was  perfedly  juft ;  and 
the  planters  at  the  Cape  never  fail  fo  to  a^ 
on  (imilar  occafions.  '  But  this  was  not  co|i« 
formable  to  my  principles.  As  an  indesnnifi** 
cation  for  my  lofs,  I  contented  mylelf  with  a 
young  cow,  which  had  juft  calved,  and  two 
jfat  flijcepH-rlefs  as  an  equivalent  for  what  they 

had 
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had  ftolen^  than  to  give  them  a  ftrikrng  prorf 
pf  my  moderation  and  fcrupulous  equity. 

Having  inflided  this  punifhment^  I  called 
in  my  fentinels,  and  prepared  to  depart.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  pafs  through  the  long  narrow 
path  by  which  we  came,  I  had  many  precau- 
tions to  take  to  avoid  an  ambufcade  and  repri- 
fals ;  and  thefe  were  the  more  neceffary,  be- 
caufetheoxen  could  travel  but  flawly  on  ac- 
count of  their  wounds,  and  were  forced  to 
proceed  in  a  line  one  after  another.  I  fent 
Kiaas  with  two  fufileers  at  the  bead  of  the' 
detachment,  while  I  formed  myfelf  with  the 
neft  o£  the  troop  ihe  rear  guard ;  and  in  this 
order  we  reached  the  plain. 

I*expe£ked  to  find  the  two  Kaminouqua 
guides  \in  the  place  where  we  had  left 
them  the  day  before ;  but  whenr  we  drew 
near,  I  heard  a  lamentable  yelling  4t  the  head 
of  my  troop,  which  chilled  me  with  horror, 
1  immediately  haftcned  thither ;  and  my  eyes 
ifrere  -prefented  with  fo  frightful  a  fpe£tacle, 
that  the.  hideous  idea  of  it  makes  me  ftill  fliud^ 
der  as  I  write.  The  two  unfortunate  iayages^ 
yrho  had  fo  generoufly  offered  themfelves 
OS  my  guides,  were  lying' on  the  ground, 
np3r}y  dead,  and  welt€ring  in  their  blood. 

4  •  s        My 
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My  firft  thought  was,  that  tliey  had  been 
difcovered  by  fomc  of  the  horde,  and  facrificed 
to  their  fufpicion ;  but,  on  approaching  nearer^ 
I  was  quickly  undeceived.  The  lower  jaw  of 
one  was  bruifed,  broken,  and  almoft  all  torn 
away.  The  fragments  that  ftill  remained^ 
and  his  tongue  which  was  expofed  to  view^ 
hung  bleeding  on  his  neck  and  breaft.  He 
was  abfolutely  dying,  and  afforded  no  other 
fign  of  life  than  the  beating  of  his  pulfe.  But 
the  prodigious  fw;eirmg  of  his  head,  the  dread- 
ful alteitition  of  his  face,  and  the  ftarting  of 
the  eyes  from  their  orbits,  had  fd  disfigured 
him,  that  he  no  longer  retained  a  human  coun* 
tenance,  and  exhibited  a  fight  that  while  it 
rended  my  heart  was  difgufling  to  behold. 

His  comrade  had  many  bites  or  lacerations 

on  the  body,  and  one  arm  broken,  or  rather 

ground  to  pieces,  in  two  places.     His  con- 

.  dition,  however,  was  by  no  means  fo  bad  as 

the  other,  and  he  could  even  fpeak. 

We  interrogated  him  refpe£ling  the  caufe 
of  their  difafter,  and  he  informed  us,  that, 
after  we  had  left  him,  they  had  extinguiffied 
their  fire^  that  they  might  not  be  difcovered 
by  the  Boflimen;  and  having  fallen  afleep  at 

a  little 


a  little  diftance  from  each  othet^  he  wa6  ptii4 
fently  awaked  by  the  cries  of  his  companiom 
laftantly  running  to  his  ai£fiance»  ht  found 
him  ilruggling  in  the  paws  of  a  libn^  which 
he  ftruck  in  the  flank  with  his  afiagay.  The 
animal)  finding  himfelf  wounded,  then  turned 
upon  him,  and  reduced  him  before  he  Atd  to 
the  condition  in  which  we  faw  him» 

This,  melancholy  narrative  grieved  and  ter* 
rifted  m^ ;  and  my  diftrefe  was  rendered  mord 
acute  by  the  refledion,  that  I  was  myfelf  thef 
innocent  caufe  of  their  death  by  having  ac-» 
eepted  their  fervices.  How  much  did  I  theni. 
lament,  that  I  had  no  other  afSftance  to  jjffet 
to  thefe  poor  expiring  wretcheSf  thaii  that  of 
ending  their  fufferings  by  difpatching  theiii  oil 
the  fpot ! 

To  this  barbarous  aftion^  hoivjever,  I  felt^ 
with  regard  to  one  of  themi  extreme  repugn 
nance*  I  therefore  tore  my  fhift,  and  rbad^ 
bandages  of  it^  with  which^  in  the  befl  diani-^ 
ner  I  could ^  1  bound  up  the  wounds  of  the 
dying  Kaminouqua*  I  did  the  fame  alfo  ta 
the  arm  of  his  cemrade*^  But,  as  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  for  us  to  temain  too 
long  in  a  place  fo  near  the  hoide^  I  thoitght  if 

jf  prudent^ 
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prudent  to  depart  as  quickly  a$  pofSble*  I  di« 
reded  the  wounded  men  to  be  placed  on  mj 
two  horfeS)  and  marched  myfelf  on'  fbot^  con- 
tinuing to  command  the  rear  guard.  We  had 
fortunately  no  occafion  agahi  to  crofs  the  river, 
my  camp  being  on  this  (ide,  as  I  have  already 
obfttved }  .  accordingly  I  proceeded  ftraighc 
towards  it. 

After  five  hours  travellings  having  found 
an  open  plain^  where  I  had  no  reafon  to  fear 
being  attacked  by  furprife,  I  halted  and  re- 
folved.  to  pafs  the  night  there,  out- of  pity  for 
the  two  wounded  men.  The  motion  of  the' 
journey  had  rendered  them  worfe.  One  of 
them  already  experienced  that  fatal  rattling  in 
the  throat  which  is  the  fign  of  approachingi 
death^  and  which  left  me  no  hope  of  his  rcr 
covcry.  Him  I  direded  to  be  laid  on  the 
ground,  and  conceived  that  the  beft  thing  I 
could  do  was  there  to  fufier  him  quietly  to^ 
die. 

The  ihaking  of  the  hbrfe,  renewing  the 
pains  of  his  comrade,  drew  from  him  the 
mod  agonizing  cries  on  the  road,  which  pierced 
my  very  foul ;  and  he  conjured  me  a  hundred 
times  to  put  an  end  to  his  torments  by  ihoot- 

ing 
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ing  him  through  the  head.  I  took  off  th^ 
bandage  from  his  arm,  and  fa'w,  by  the.fwelling 
and  inflammation  it  hsid  produced,  that  his 
fufierings  muft  have*  been  cxtremp.  My  fa* 
vages  went  in  cjueft  of  fome  herbs,  which  thejr 
bruifed  and  applied  by  w;ay  of  poultice :  while 
I,  as  the  befl:  mean^  I  could  *devifej  dire<3:ed 
ijplints  to  be  prepared  to  fteady  his  arm  ;  but 
they  employed  a  much  more  ingenious  contri- 
vance, the  fimpHcity  of  which  furprifed  me* 

They  chofe  a  young  tree^  nearly  of  the  fize 
of  the  ftadkured  Kmb,.and,  making  a  longitu^ 
dinal  inei(ion  in  the  bark,  feparated  a  piece  of  ^ 
a  certain  length  from  its  whole  circumference ; 
then  opening  this  kind  of  Iheath,  they  placed 
the  arm  in  it,  and  confined  it  with  a  thong;, 

I  admired  the  novelty  ana  readitiefs  of  the 
invention  j  for  I  was  ignorant  that  it  had  beea 
known  in  Europe  for  feveral  years,  and  that 
our  furgeons  had  lately  employed  the  bark  of 
the  oak  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  with  (imilar 
fuecefs.  Thus,  fimple  and  beneficent  nature^  is 
always  the  laft  to  whom  we  have  recourfe ; 
though  it  requires  ages  of  learning  and  immenfe 
iludy  to  learn  to  forget  her  for  a  moment. 

■ 

i    At  the  approach  of  night  I  ordered  large 

fires 
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fires  to  be  kindled^  ^hich»  being  difpofed  in  a 
circle  of  more  than  four  hundred  paces  in  dia« 
meter,  formed  a  ring  around  us  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  paces  in  extent*  Its  vivid 
light,  expofing  an  cxtenfive  field  to  our  view, 
guarded  us  from  furprife  $  and  at  the  fame  time 
it  would  keep  our  enemies  at  fuch  a  diftance,  if 
they  came  to  attack  us,  that  we  fhould  be  out 
of  reach  of  their  arrows,  or  at  moft  within 
random  (hot  only,  as  they  could  not  take  the 
neceflary  aim  to  do  us  effeftual  injury.  My 
marquee  was  pitched  in  the  centre  of  this  large 
circle,  and  had  another  fire  near  it. 

About  ten  at  night,  the  favage  whom  I  had 
given  over  as  irrecoverable  expired  j  and  his 
death,  from  the  gloomy  refle<aions  to  which  it 
gave  rife,  diffufed  a  melancholy  forrow  among 
my  people.  I  retired  to  my  tent  to  indulge  my 
feelings :  but  my  dog,  who  lay  by  my  fide, 
prcfently  difplayed  extraordinary  uneafinefs, 
at  which  I  was  alarmed.  Liftenitig  I  heard 
the  roar  of  a  lion.  No  doubt  it  was  the  fame 
by  which  the  Kaminouquas  had  been  attacked 
the  night  before,  and  that  had  followed  our 
fteps.  A  few  difcharges  of  our  guns,  however, 
drove  him  away^  and  we  heard  him  no  more. 

Vol.  III.  Y  Som 
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Some  minutes  after,  I  was  alarmed  by  tfife 
tumultuous  movements  of  our'  cattle :  thfey 
joftled  one  another  in  a  fearful  manner,  were 
in  violent  agitation,  and  bellowed  terribly.  At 
^  firft  we  thought  it  was  the  lion  returning,  and 
a  few  guns  were  fired  again  to  drive  him  away : 
but  their  fright,  which  ftill  continued,  indicated 
enemies  of  another  kind.  At  the  fame  time  I 
heard  on  the  outfide  of  my  marquee  a  ncdfe 
like  fomething  continually  falling  upon  and 
ftriking  it. 

Thpugh  my  dog  was  ftill  reftlefs,  I  gave  lit- 
tle heed  to  his  warning,  as  I  had  frequently 
beard  fimilar  blows  occafioned  by  large  beetles 
flying  headlong  ag^inft  my  tent.  I  lay  ftill, 
therefore,  ou  my  mat  j  but  prefently  feeling  the 
cloak  that  covered  me  to  be  ftruck  by  fome- 
thing, I  ftretched  out  nxy  hand,  and,  to  my 
furprife,  picked  up  an  arrow. 

It  was  dear  that  we  were  attacked,  and  that 
the  Boftimen,  availing  themfelves  of  the  night, 
had  purfued  and  were  aftually  firing  upon  us, 
1  called  to  arms,.and  my  troop  was  inftantly  m 
a  ft  ate  of  defeqce.  As  the  fire  near  my  teat 
diffijfed  too  much  light  around  us,  and  thereby 
expofed  us  too  vifibly  to  their  arrows,  i  or- 
dered. 
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dered  it  to  be  extinguiflied.  By  this  proceed* 
ing  we  were  ourfelves  in  a  degree  of  darknefs, 
while  the  fires  that  furrounded  us*  would  render 
our  enemies  perfedly  vifible  if  they  approached. 
No  one,  however,  appeared ;  yet  they  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time  to  let  fly  their  ar* 
rows  at  my  tent. 

" '  My  people  would  fain  have  taken  it  down  r 
but  this  I  would  not  permit,  for  I  was  glad 
that  its  whitenefs  rendered  it  perceptible,  and 
that  it  ferved  as  a  mark  to  the  fhooters.  Wc 
had  only  to  retire  from  ir,  and  remain  at  a 
little  diftance,  to  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
them :  befides,  the  more  they  fhot,  the  fooncr 
it  was  to  be  prefumed  their  quivers  would  be 
emptied,  and  confequently  the  fooner  would 
they  be  induced  to  retreat. 

My  only  fear  was,  that,  knowing  us  to  be 
few  in  number,  and  themfelves  a  multitude  in 
comparifon,  they  would  direO:  their  attack  ac- 
cordingly. Certainly^  if  they  had  furrounded 
us  by  forming  a  circle,  and  had  then  fallen  all , 
at  once  upon  our  little  band,  we  muft  have  beea 
*  paaflfacred  without  refource.  But  this  was  be- 
yond their  fkill  in  tadlics.  So  far  from  form- 
ing fuch  a  plan,  all  their  arrows  came  from  tha 

Y  2  fame 


L 


324  TRAVELSIN 

Tame  fide,  which  fhewed  they  were  united  id 
a  body  there,  and  did  not  mean  to  feparate. 

>  This  imprudence  gave  us  a  great  advantage 
over  them,  by  pointing  at  the  fpot  at  which  we 
might  diredt  our  guns.  Such  of  my  Hottentots 
as  had  arrows  requefted  that  they  might  make 
ufe  of  them  alfo ;  but  I  would  not  permit  it  j 
for  their  uncertain  aim  would  have  been  ufelefs 
atthetime,  and  would  befides,  while  it  ftripped 

,  us  of  our  weApons,  have  furni(hed  a  fupply  to 
the  enemy. 

The  fafeft  way  in  our  fituation  was  to  wait 
patiently,  and  fufffr  them  to  exhauB:  their 
ftock  of  arrows.  Moft  of  them  fell  upwards 
of  twenty  paces  from  us,  and  thofe  that  reache<I 
ns  were  fhot  at  random,  and  had  fpent  their 
force;  fo  that  being  myfelf  wrapped  in  my 
cloak,  and  my  people  in  their  krofles,  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  them. 

What  I  forefaw  took  place.  Our  aflailants 
cxhaufted  their  ammunition;  a  few  arrows  onlj 
were  now  fhot  towards  us  at  confiderable  in- 
tervals ;  and  the  approach  of  day  foon  made 
them  give  over  the  attack  altogether,  and 
tbi^k  of  nothing  but  retreating. 

It  is  certain  that,  thus  difarmed  ^nd  defence* 

lefs, 
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fefe,  they  had  expofed  themfelves  to  great 
rifk  ;  and,  if  I  had  thought  proper  to  pur fue 
them,  I  might  have  raaffacr^d  a  great  number. 
This  my  people  eagerly  advifed.  But  of  what 
advantage  to,  me  would  a  few  murders  have 
been  ?  I  had  regained  pofleffion  of  my  herd, 
and  perhaps  too  much  blood  had  already  been 
flied.  If  the  return  of  dawn,  therefore,  gave 
me  pleafure,  it  was  that  it  freed  me  from  an 
attack  which  had  occafioned  fonie  uneafinefs, 
and  permitted  me  to  refume  my  journey. 

My  Hottentot  bowmen  employed  them- 
felves in  colleding  the  arrows.  There  wds  a 
coniiderable  number,  and  they  were  all '  poi- 
foned.  Three  only  had  penetrated  into  my 
tent ;  feveateen  had  pierced  the  canvafs,  and 
ftill  remained  there  ;  all  the  reft  were  fcatter- 
ed  around.  One  of  my  oxen,  however,  had 
received  two  wounds ;  and  as  the  wounds, 
though  flight,  muft  have  proved  mortal  in 
confequence  of  the  poifon,  I  ordered  him  to 
be  killed  and  cut  up  immediately  fox  our 
eating. 

Before  we  fet  off,  I  was  defirous  that  we  , 
ihould  bury  the   corpfe  of  oyr  unfortunate 
l^aminouqqa,  or  at  leaft  cover  it  with  fand  an4 

Y  3  '       ilonesj 
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ftones ;  and  I  propofed  it  to  his  country ment 
but  they  afked  my  permiflion  to  take  it  with 
them.  They  were  afraid  that  the  robbers, 
when  they  returned  to  fearch  for  their  ar- 
I'ows,  would  difcover  the  body,  and  lay  upon 
it  fome  fatal  fpell.  Such,  faid  they,  is  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Boflimeh  ;  and  in  this  way  do  thofe 
barbarians  frequently  caufe  a  whole  family, 
and  fometimes  even  a  whole  nation,  to  perifli. 

Thefe  remarks  betrayed  grofs  ignorance  and 
fuperftition.  But,  as  1  had  no  hopes  of  en^* 
lightening  them,  I  confented  to  their  requeft. 
Thebody  of  the  dead  Kaminouqua  was  accord- 
ingly wrapped  up  in  his  krofs,  and  placed 
upon  the  back  of  an  ox ;  and  we  departed. 

I  continued  to  purfue  nearly  tlje  fame  courfe, 
keeping  at  fome  diftance,  however,  from  th6 
trees  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  that  we  might  nei-* 
ther  be  fur  rounded  nor  furprifed.  After  four 
'  hours  march,  I  thought 'proper  to  halt  to  take 
fome  refrefhment.  We  had  now  been  failing 
four-and-tvventy  hours,  without  having  Beea 
able  to  fleep,  or  fwallow  fo  much  as  a  morfel  of 

food.  ^  ' 

While  we  v^ere  taking  our  repaft,  three  fa- 

vages  of  the-GheyfliqUa  nation  paiTed  usj  a 

nation 
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nation  which  I  had  been  afiiired  was  the  onlr 
one  among  the  Hottentots  that  pradifed  femU 
caftration.  Their  horde  was  fix  leagues  diC* 
tant  on  our  left,  to  the  fouth-eaft  ;  and  they 
were  going  to  vifit  fome  hordts  of  the  greater 
Nixniquas.  But  when  they  heard  of  our  ad* 
venture  with  the  Bofhmcn,  they  imagined 
thefe  freebooters  would  ftill  remain  in  the  field 
for  feverai  day^  to  annoy  me  on  my  march, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  thtm  to 
continue  their  journey.  Accordingly  they  re-< 
^Dlved  to  return. 

As  I  had  been  attacked  the  preceding  night, 
and,  having  ftill  two  nights  to  pafs  before  I 
could  reach  my  camp,  had  reafon  to  fear  I 
ihould  be  attacked  again,  I  thought  I  ftiould 
zQi  wifely  by  altering  my  courfe,'  and  accom^ 
panying  the  Gheyfliquas  to  their  horde.  By 
this  oblique  march,  I  might  deceive  the  Bofh« 
men,  and  throw  them  off"  their  fcent ;  and  if^ 
notwithftanding  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
they  difcovered  my  ftratagem  and  perceived 
my  fteps,  I  had  reafon  to  imagine  they  would 
ceafe  to  follow,  or  at  leaft  not  venture  to 
approach  me,  when  fupported  by  a  numerous 

Y  4  horde* 
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horde.  This  conjefture  fecmed  plauHble  to 
my  people :  they  preflcd  me  to  adopt  the  plan, 
and  I  did  fo. 

The  dead  body,  however,  gave  me  fomc 
uneafinefs.  I  was  afraid  it  might  be  the 
object  of  fome  frelh  fuperftition  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  horde,  and  that  they  would  give 
lis  but  an  unwelcome  reception,  if  they  did 
not  abfojlutely  drive  us  from  their  diftrift. 

To  prevent  this  inconvenience,  I  propofed 
to  the  Kaminouquas  to  inter  the  body,  and 
they  confented,  Befides  the  krofs  in  which 
it  was  wrapped,  another  was  put  over  its  face ; 
it  was  then  covered  with  ftones ;  and  they  ful- 
filled, as  far  as  circumftances  allowed,  all  the 
duties  prefcribed  by  the  cuftoms  or  their  na« 

V 

tion. 

It  was  funfet  when  we  reached  the  horde ; 
and  I  was  received  with  the  fame  friendihip  as 
I  had  ej^perienced  every  where  elfe.  But  no 
fooner  was  our  ;^dventure  known  than  they 
were  feized  with  alarm.  They  had  no  doubt 
but  the  Bofhmen  would  come  and  attack  us 
again  during  the  night.  In  confequence  they 
not  only  removed  their  cattle,  but  reqaeftcd 
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me  to  keep  mine  feparate  from  them,  and  at  a 
diftance  from  the  kraal. 

Thefe  precautions  arofe  from  the  bad  opi- 
nion entertained  of  the  BoQimen;  and  indeed 
the  tales  they  related  of  them  rendered  their 
fufpicions  excufable.  According  to  thefe  Gheyf- 
fiquas,  the  Bofhmen  horde  was  nothing  but 
the  retreat  of  aflafiins,  the  afylum  of  thieves, 
compofed  of  deferters  from  twenty  different 
nations;  and  fo  much  the  more  dangerous, 
becaufe,  being  formidable  from  tdeir  number, 
they  attacked,  openly  and  without  diftinSion, 
every  little  tribe  from  which  they  could  exped; 
any  booty- 

Thefe  focieties  of  Bofhmen  in  no  wife  re- 
ferable thofe  I  had  feen  in  the  eaft  of  Africa. 
The  latter,  compofed  of  thieves  and  runa- 
ways who  diilrufl  one  another,  were  few  in 
nun[;iber,  and  confided  of  little  feparate  binds, 
from  whom,  of  courfe,  nothing  more  than 
fome  bold  ftroke  or  nofturnal  furprife  was  to 
be  feared^.  The  others,  on  the  contrary,  thofe 
with  whom  I  had  at  prefent  to  deal,  compofe 
a  formidable  nation  ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
was  aftonifhed  that  a  fociety  of  men  without 

2  reftraint. 
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reflramt,  without  '  difcipline,  and  withouC 
friends,  were  able  to  fubfift.  Yet  what  ftfll 
more  furprifiid  me  was,  that  they  ihould  fubfift 
with  impunity,  and  poflefs  a  peaceable  abode 
in  the  midft  of  twenty  different  hordes^  which 
ioccflkntly  fuffered  from  their  robberies,  and 
had  not  the  courage  to  extirpate  them. 
.  With  rcfpeA  to  the  robbery  which  regarded 
myfeif,  I  here  learned  fome  particulars  of 
^  mamner  in  which  it  ad  been  accomplifhed, 
with  which  I  was  before  unacquainted.  Bem« 
£ry  and  Moodel,  it  feems,  had  given  the  advice 
and  concerted  the  plan.  Thefe  two  villains, 
united  together  and  worthy  of  being"  friends^ 
'  were  in  alliance  with  the  Boftimen.     On  thp 

watch  for  expeditions  and  enterprifes  which 
the  Boflimen  may  undertake,  they  give  them 
kiformation,  point  out  the  means  of  fucceeding^ 
4ire£t  the  execution,  and  thare  the  profit. 

Moodel  in  particular,  more  clofely  conned- 
ed  with  the  horde  than  Bern  fry,  was  at  once 
their  fpy  and  protcdor. '  All  liis  cattle  were 
kept  at  their  kraal ;  all  I  faw  there  had  his 
mark,  and  belonged  to  him  j  and  the  Gheyf- 
fiquas  exprefled  their  forrow  that  I  did  not,  as 

a  punilh- 
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i  pMhiihmint  for  the  theft  committed  on  me, 
take  them  away. 

"  I  had  taken  every  precaution  for  the  de- 
fence of  mine,  fhould  we  be  attacked  again  in 
the  night ;  but  whether  the  Bofhmen  loft  our 
track  in  the  dark,  or  whether  they  feared  the 
affiftance  that  might  be  given  me  by  the  horde,' 
they  cfid  not  appear* 

To  efcape  them  entirely  and  reach  my  camp, 
I  had  now,  as  nearly  as  I  could  eftimate,  fifteen 
or  fixteen  leagues  to  travel ;  and,  as  fo  long  a 
journey  was  not  to  be  accomplifhed  in  one 
day,  I  could  have  wiftied  to  procidd  as  far  as 
poflible  by  a  forced  march,  an^  then  halt  for 
thfe  night.  But  the  condition  of  my  oxen 
prevented  my  executing  this  plan.  As  the 
thieves  had  compelled  them  to  travel  without 
.  refting,  and  had  not  even  once  allowed  them 
time  to  feed,  they  were  fo  extremely  fatigued 
and  reduced,  that  I  defpaired  of  being  able  to 
drive  them  a  ftep  fanher.  I  faw  them  ftretch-- 
ed  on  the  ground  as  if  they  were  never  more 
to  rife.  They  were  in  the  midft  of  excellent 
grafs  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  this  circumftance, 
and  hungry  as  they  were,  their  wearinefs  was 

fo 
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fo  great  as  to  take  from  them  all  defire  of 
eatings 

It  was  fortunate  for  me,  under  fuch  drcum« 
fiances,  that  I  had  arrived  at  a  place  where 
I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Bofhmen, 
This  fecvirity,  added  to  the  excellence  of  the 
pafture,  determined  me  to  remain  for  a  while 
where  I  was.  Befides,  o\ir  halt,  while  it  al- 
lowed the  cattle  time  to  recover,  would  alfo 
afibrd  red  to  our  wbpnded  Kaminouqua^  who 
had  in  reality  equal  need  of  it. 

His  arm  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
It  was  neceffary  to  place  it  in  a  larger  piece  of 
bark.  All  the  part  about  the  elbow  had  fup^ 
purated,  and  Iplinters  were  working  out  of  it, 
which,  his  furgeons  extradgd  without  pity, 
though  the  operation  drew  from  him  the  nioft 
lamentable  cries.  They  Continued  to  apply 
cataplafms  to  his  wound,  compofed  of  chewed 
leaves  and  mutton  fuet.  He  had  the  mofl: 
fanguine  hopes  from  this  remedy ;  and  I  alfo, 
ignorant  as  I  was,  had  fome  confidence  in  it» 
becaufe  his  wounds,  ex<;ept  the  fwellipg,  looked 
well,  and  he  felt  eafy  every  time  they  were 
cooled  by  the  application  of  a  freih  dreffiag. 

To 


I 
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To  judge  of  the  Gheyffiquas  by  their  fea- 
tures and  the  clapping  of  their  language,  they 
are  of  the .  Hottentot  nation.  They  have 
marks  of  refemblance  to  theGonaquas;  and, 
from  a  comparifon  of  thefe  analogies,  I  believe 
them  to  have  fprung  from  the  Nimiquas  and 
the  CafFres,  as  the  Gonaquas  are  defcended 
from  the  Caflfres  and  the  Hottentots. 

The  diftria  inhabited  by  the  Gheyfliqua 
nation  borders  on  C^fFraria,  whicH  confirms 
my  conjecture.  The  people  of  the  horde 
themfelves  ihowed  me  a  chain  of  mountains 
to  the  eaft,  which  extending  to  a  diftance  was^ 
loft  in  the  porth,  and  which,  inhabited  by  their 
principal  tribes,  feparated  them  from  the  Ca& 
fres,  or  at  leaft  from  the  Briquas  and  Bremas^ 
whom  they  confider  as  tribes  of  Caffres. 

The  Gheyfliqua  language  appeared  to  me 
to  be  nearly  thfe  fame  as  that  of  the  Greater 
Nimiquasj  yet  thefe  two  people  feemcd  to 
bear  lefs  refemblance  to  each  other  than  any 
of  the  African  nations. 

With  refpeA  to  fuch  chara£teriftics  as  are 
not  original  and  derived  from  nature,  as  the 
form  of  their  drefs,  weapons,  inftruments  of 
miific,  fondnefs  for  hunting  and  dancing,  and 

the 
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the  like^  the  GheyfSquae  do  not  differ  ffom  the 
^  furrounding  nations ;  except  in  having  adopti- 
cd  a  particular  colour  for  their  o]::naaients*  All 
the  ornaments  of  the  Gheyfljquas  are  white, 
and  compofed  of  the  bones  of  a  flieep's  leg  or 
fbot^  to  which  they  give  a  dazzling  whiteaeif 
by  procefles  peculiar  to  themfelvcs^  Thus,  as 
they  fabricate  their  own  necklaces  and  other 
articles  of  luxury,  and  have  no  occaiion  to  pur- 
chafe.the  maiierials,  they  have  no  dependence 
on  the  colonies  with  refped:  to  trade,  except 
for  a  few  nccefTary  articles,  which  they  want 
in  common  with  other  favages.  Acdordingly 
this  nation  is  lefs  known  and  lefs  vifited  than 
any  other. 

The  women  are  well  made,  lively,  and  at 
ways  ready  to  laugh  or  dance :  yet,  with  all 
,the  gaicty^  of  their  difpofition,  they  have  the 
xefervedaels  of  manners  to  which  polKhed  na- 
tions give  the  names  of  modefty  and  decorum, 
.and  which;  in  fo  wafm  a  climate  and  with 
fuch  ardent  conftitutions,  appears  to  be  a  vir- 
lue  of  no  eafy  attainment. 

I  am  ignorant  to  what  phyfical  or  moral 
caufe  they  are  indebted  for  their  continence  ; 
and  I  £hall  only  obferve  how  ftrange  it  is,  th^t 
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in  the  fame  climate^  and  among  people  differ* 

lag  fo  little  from  each  other,  we  fhould  find 

,  here  women  fo  chafle,  and  there  others  fo  much 

the  reverie  !  - 

No  where  did  I  meet  with  a  nation  fo  truly 
generous.  I  had  abfolutely  nothing  to  give 
in  exchange ;  yet  during  the  two  days  I  fperC 
with  them,  I  h^  bowls  of  milk  brought  me 
as  prefents,  night  and  morning,  from  every huf. 
The  chief  even  obliged  me  to  accept  a  lamb  ; 
and,  though  my  people  had  ftill  fome  of  the 
ox  that  .had  been  killed  tl\e  day  before,  he 
would  give  them  aMb  fevera!  fheep  to  regale 
themfelves  with. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  femi-caftratio^ 
k  pra6tifed  exclufively  among  the  Gheyffiquas; 
and  it  prevails  in  all  their  hordes  without  ex- 
ception, as  I  was  aflured  by  thofe  in  whom  1 
convinced  myfelf  of  the  fa<3:  by  my  own  eyes, 
which  I  did  without  difficulty ;  for  no  fooner 
vfas  the  fubjed  of  my  curicfity  known,  than 
every  one  complaifantly  offered  to  fatisfyme, 
fo  that  if  I  had  pleafed  I  might  have  infpe6led 
the  whole  horde. 

Many  travellers  have  written  upon  the  fubjedt 
'of  this  whimiical  operation ;  but  they  do  ikX 

4  *gr€c 
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agree  either  as  to  its  origin^  the  motives  thai 
led  to  its  invention,  or  the  nations  that  prac«- 
life  it.  Kolben,  who  never  agrees  with  any 
other  author,  and  often  riot  very  well  with 
'bimfelf,  reprefents  it  as  a  religious  cerettieny, 
a  general  and  facred  law'with  all  the  Hotten- 
tots indifcriminately. 

According  to  him,  a  prieft  is  charged  with 
the;  performance.  "  No  one  is  remembered 
"ever  to  have  violated  it;  and  woe  to  him 
^  who  fhpuld  endeavour  to  fhun  the  ceremony, 
**  as  he  would  thereby  certainly  forfeit  his  life!" 
•*  The  prejudices  that  prevail  with  refpedt  to 
*•  this  duty  are  even  fuchi'*  he  adds,  "  that  a 
•*  Woman  would  not  fubmit  to  the  embraces  of 
**  a  man  who  had  not  undergone  the  opera* 
tion.  The  girls,  when  they  marry,  are  very 
rigorous  in  exading  *proof  of  it;  and  as  their 
natural  modeily  does  not  allow  them  to  fa- 
"  tisfy  themfelves,  this  office  is  left  to  the  ma-^ 
•*  trons  of  the  family.'* 

Every  word  of  what  I  have  juft  recited  from 
Kolben  is  fabulous.  Yet  if  we  were  to  believe 
him,  he  has  often  been  prefent  at  the  opera- 
tion ;  which,  he  tells  us,  commonly  confifts  ia 
the  extradion  of  the  left  tefticle  j  ^nd  he  even 
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dcfcribes  minutely  all  the  circumftances.  But 
this  is  another  of  his  falfehoods ;  and  at  the 
Cape,  where  all  the  world  knows  he  was 
never  once  out  of  the  town,  this  lying  alTertion 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  that  have  induced 
the  favages  to  adopt  the  pradice  in  queflioir, 
I  have  already  faid,    that  travellers   are  not 
agreed  upon  the  fubjed:.     Some  attribute  it  to 
the  defire  of  rendering  themfelves  more  fleet 
in  running  j  others  to  an  intention  of  prevent- 
ing the  too  abundant  propagation,  of  the  fpe- 
cies,      Kolben  feems  to  incline  to  the  latter 
opinion  :  yet,  far  from  adducing  arguments  to 
fupport  it,   he  contradidls  it  himfclf,  by  ad- 
vancing,  that  twins  are  not  the  lefs  common 
on  account  of  the  operation. 
.  Thefe  contradidKons  formed  in  the  bead  of 
this  author  a  confiifion  and  perplexity,  which 
he  knew  not  how  to  unravel ;  and  thence  he 
concludes,  that  *'  it  is  by  no  mieans  aftonifliing 
••  if  writers  who'  have  preceded  him  in  giving 
*•  accounts  of  the  Cape,  xfifFer  from  oneaiiotheri 
"  fince  the  Hottentots  them  felres  do  not-  agreb 
•♦  ii  the  reaforts  they  aflign  for  fo  whirpfical.4 
"cuftOm.**  '  '    '     '  '  '       . 

Vol.  III.  %  Though 
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Though  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  interro- 
gate, refpeding  its  origin,  the  nations  that  prac- 
life  it,  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  inowing 
more  of  it  than  other  travellers.  Thofc  of  the 
Gheylfiquas  whom  1  queftioned  on  the  fubjeft 
gave  me  fuch  an  abfurd  reafon,  that  I  almoft 
helitate  to  repeat  it.  According  to  them,  it  was 
a  mark  of  diftindion  which  their  anceftors,  be- 
ing at  war  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  ia- 
vented  for  the  purpofe  of  knowing  one  anqthcr. 

On  fuch  occafions  I  am  well  aware  that  peo- 
ple nearly  naked,  and  refembling  each  other 
in  features  and  complexion,  ftand  in  need  of 
diftmgui(hing  marks  and  means  of  knowing 
their  fellows.  It  is  with  this  view  that  moft 
of  the  nations  that  furnifh  flaves  to  Europeans, 
as  the  Loangoes,Pomboes,  Gorman  tins,  Aboes, 
Papas,  &c.  fear  their  faces,  arms,  breads,  and 
all  the  forepart  of  the  body  from  head  to  foot. 
The ,  figure  and  arrangement  ofthefe  fears  are 
fuch,  that  each  nation  may  be  diftinguithed  at 
firft  fight,  and  even  at  a  diftance.  At  Surinam  I 
have .  obi^rved  the  flavea  brought  for  fale  pro- 
dyf^e  a  greater  or  lefs  price,  according  to  the 
£ui:9,by  Which  their  country  was  diftinguiihed. 

Tlwt  external   marks^  thus  apparent  may 

have 
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have  been  invented  by  uncultivated  nations  is 
eafy  to  be  conceived  :  but  that  the  people  of 
one  of  them,  in  order  to  recognize  each  other^ 
(hould  adopt  a  mark  difficult  to  dlftingui(h» 
and  which  mo^efty  would  incline  them  to 
conceal,  appears  to  me  to  be  improbable,  aAd 
not  entitled  to  belief. 

Be  this  as  it  m^y,  there  are  two  modes  of 
performing  the  operation  ;  and  as  they  are  not 
equally  painful^  one  or  the  other  is  employed 
according  to  the  age  of  the  fubjed^  and  the 
ftrength^of  his  conftitution.  I  Ihall  not  enter 
into  particulars  on  this  point  :  the  procelTes 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  they  would  be  with  us^ 
and  the  refult  has  already  been  fufficiently  ex* 
plained^  I  (hall  only  obferve^  that  the  father 
ufually  takes  upon  him  the  operation,  which 
he  commonly  performs  at  the  birth  of  the 
child.  Sometimes,  however,  he  defers  it  till 
the  child  is  three  years  old,  or  even  more;  and 
then,  as  I  have  juft  faid/  a  different  mode  is 
employed  by  him. 

If  I  had  pleafcd,  I  might  have  been  prefent 
at  th^  ceremony...  A  wopaan  of  the  horde 
was ,  near  the  tioie  of  her  delivery ;  but  I 
^uld  have,  been  obliged,  perhaps,  to  have 

Z  2  waited 
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waited  feveral  days,  and  this  delay  did  not 
accord  with  my  impatience  to  reach  my 
camp,     . 

On  the  other  hand  I  could  have  wiflied  not 
to  refume  my  journey,  for  fear  of  being  a^ln 
attacked  by  the  Boflimen.  I  was  defirous  of 
informing  Swanepoel  of  my  fituatJon,  and  ob- 
taining from  him  a  reinforcement  which  would 
enable  me  to  repel  them ;  but '  how  could  I 
tranfmit  to  him  my  orders  ?  I  had  already  pro- 
pofed  this  commiffion  to  the  people  of  thfc 
horde  the  firft  day  of  my  arrival/ but  in  vain, 
for' no  one  would  undertake  it ;  and  as  to  my 
own:  people,  they  fpoke  of  it  with  fo  niuch  re- 
iuftance  and  affright,  that,,  after  founding  them 
tipon  the'fubjedl,  I  thought  it  prudent  not  to 
make  the  propofaU 

*"  Rlaas,  indeed.  Was  fufEcietltly  intrepid  and 
devoted  td'  thy  fervice  to  embrace  it,  and  he 
even  offered  t6  (tt  out  alone'.  But,  in  tny  pre- 
fent^fituation,  the 'bravery  of  this  hfan  was 
more  neceffary  to  me  than  eveh^  He -was  Ac 
fbiil  of  ihy  troop ; '  ¥ie  fuppBrted  its*  Courage 
by  his  example;  atid,  if  we  (hbuldlie  again 
gfttacted,  riiad^too  mich'iiced  -fef  fuch  a'^fis 

condVdlufj'ul^iFj^'to^pdrt'With  him.  IgiW ti|f,- 
i.^luH  .:i  there- 
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tbereforfe,  all  thoughts  of  a  reinforcetnent,  and 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  conti^piue  my  journey  • 
as  I  had  begun  it. 

I  ventured,  however,  to  requeft  of  the  chief 
a  few  men  to  ferve  me  as  an  efcort  to  iny 
>camp ;  and,  to  induce  them  to  comply,  1  amk 
nounced,  that  I  would  reward  them  for  their 
fervices  whea  1  arrived,  and  that  I  /horrid  'b3 
equally  ready  to  make  him  alio  fome  acknowv 
lodgment  for  his.  I  expeded  a  refufal  j'^  tJiHT 
to  my  aftonifhment,  feveral  jjcrfons,  withblHT 
hfOtation^  offered  to  actompatiy  m<e.  '^ 

^  What  was  more,  the  chief  fentvfitfe  me  oi^ 
ef  hia  daughters,  requefting  rxky{6  d^Mver  ft? 
her  ^tbef  prefents  intended  for  himfelf,  and  n6i 
to  entruft  them  to  any  one  elfe ;  which  I  aa* 
cbtdirigly  proitilfed.  •  -  . 

We  fet  off  two  hours  before  da\v?n,  that  v^e 
might  have  a  longer  day,'  and  advance  13 
much  the  farther.  The  people  of  the  hordi 
doubted  not  but  the  Bofh  men  were  at  hand,  to 
watch  our  fteps,  and  attack  us  tinder  favour 
6f  the  night :  and  this  conjedure  was  the  morfe 
probable,  inafmuch  as  having  a  wide  plain  to 
crofs  we  muft  march  in  view.  But  if  this 
were  an  inconvenience  on  the  one  hand^  we 

Z  3  had  ' 
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had  the  advantage  on  the  other  of  being  able 
to  fee  all  around  us,  and  to  difcover  our  ene- 
mies as  quickly  and  as  eafily  as  they  could  dif- 
cover us. 

By  the  iilencc  obferved  by  my  people,  and 
the  hafte  with  which  they  proceeded^  I  judged 
that  they  were  not  altogether  devoid  of  fe4r* 
But,  when  day  appeared,  a  complete  change 
took  place ;  and  they  vented  their  courage  in 
the  moil  laughable  bravadoes.     They  argued 
with  one  another  on  the  means  of  repulfing 
thefe  Boftimen,  of  whom  they  were  no  longer 
afraid ;  and  on  the  ftratagems  and  mianoeuvres 
to  be  employed  to  exterminate  every  man  of 
th^m,  if  they  had  the  boldnefs  to  make  their 
appearance* 

Each  went  beyond  his  companion  in  hii 
boafts.  It  was  who  could  profefs  mod  intre- 
pidity in  &cing  a  danger  frpm  which  they  faw 
themfelves  free.  Proud  as  your  train^^bands, 
who  may  have  been  engaged  in  a  fkirmifh 
with  the  mob,  they  recounted  the  adventures 
of  the  night  in  which  wie  had  been  attacked, 
and  wiflied  it  again  to  return. 

This  ebullition  of  courage  continued,  how- 
ever, the  whole  day.     The  moment  a  ditch, 

a  hillock. 
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a  hillock,  or  any  little  rifmg,  appeared  before 
us,  feveral  of  them  would  voluntarily  fet  off  to 
reconnoitre  it,  and  be  fure  that  no  ambufcadc 
'  was  formed  there ;  and  they  would  not  fuffer 
us  to  advance  till  they  gave  the  fignal.  They 
were  real  children,  whofe  very  timidity  ren- 
dered their  company  the  more  diverting  to  me, 
and  whom  I  might  have  led  to  either  pole, 
through  a  hundred  deferts,  provided  I  could 
have  guarantied  their  lives,  which  they  valued 
above  all  things ;  happy  in  being  ignorant  of 
cur  wants,  which  frequently  render  exifleticc 
a  burden  to  us  not  eafy  to  be  fupported. 

During  the  halt  we  made  to  dine,  one  of 
the  ravages  df  the  horde,  who  had  gone  upon 
the  fcout,  came  to  inform  me,  that  4;  few 
leagues  to  the  right  he  had  difcovered  one  of 
the  angles  formed  by  the  Orange  in  its  courfe 
and  had  perceived  th6  trees  ffcirtlng  its  baiiks. 
This  was  joyful  news  to  my  troop.  We  re- 
fumed  our  journey  gaily  without  altering  bur 
way,  and  about  four  in  the  afternoon  reached 
.  the  river,  having  trayelted  ten  leagues  in  the? 
courfe  of  the  day. 

As  matter,  the  firft  thing  I  did  was  to  choofc 
fltn  advj^ntageous  place  for  the  engampment 

Z  4  ^f 
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pf  my  little  caravan.  In  tlie  midft  of  the 
trees  on  the  banks  we  (hould  have  run  too 
much  rifk,  if  the  Bofhmen  had  come  to  attack 
us  in  the  night.  Five  or  fix  hundred  paces 
on  this  fide  of  them  was  a  tolerable  large 
clump  of  fjirubs,  chiefly  confifting  of  ebo- 
nies. 

This  clofe  and  bu&y  thicket  appeared  to  me 
well  calculated  to  ferve  U3a8  a  fhelter.  I  dt- 
f eded  fuch  treps  as  were  near,,  and  that  were 
capable  of-  obftru<3:ing  our  fight>  to-  be  cut 
down,  which  required  little  trouble^. as  ,they 
were  all  euphpri)las,  great  or  fmall.,  Tl^^^ 
while  fome  of, my  people  were  difpafjQh?d  on 
all  fide§  to.cjut  wood  for  the  fixeaof  the  ^igl^tf 
others  were  employed,  under  my  ^dirpfljiQu,  in 
clearing  the  interior  of  the  thicket-,  and  fprm* 
ing  a  place  c^ipabl^  of  containing;  lis.  The 
outer  edge.  we.  fortified  with  branches  interr 
woven  together,  and  covered  with  m^ts  and 
fkin§.  :  J^aflly,  to  protect  us  from  iuch  arrows 
3S  might  fall  VjerticalJy  0n  our  hjcad.s,  I  caufed 
my  marquise  to  be  ftri&tch^d  by  way  of  canopy 
pn  fome  flakes,  and  thus  formed  a  rpof,  under 
which  we  were  p<?rfed,ly  fheltered.  Witli 
(hefe  precautions  w^  <;pu|d  fear  no.  poi^prnal 
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attack  in-  the  midft  of  our  fort,  in  whicK  wc 

'  •  •  •  •  •     •■ 

might  have  defied  all  the  Boihmen  of  Africa*  . 
The  oxen  were  tied  up  in  a  circle  round  th^ 
infide  of  the  inclofure,  and  fo  near  ys^  that 
wc  could  almofl:  touch  them  with  our  h£U>ds« 
Thus  defended,  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of 
carrying  them  off!     But  their  proximity  had 
pne  inconvenience:  the  noife  .they  made  by 
their  difi^si'ent  movements,  and  the  uneaiineft 
they  fliQwed  from  tipe  tp.  time,  and  which  we 
confidered  as  indications. eilLher, of  Bofhmea 
or  of  wild  beafts,  kept  u?  fo  conftantly  on  the 
aiarm^'Xhat  it  wis  impoflible  for  one  oLus  to 
clofeJiis  ^ye^. ,    ......  .,;;.-    : 

, :  The  night,  hpwevei:,  though  yery  unquief, 
pafled  .without  our  beingi  any.  otherwife  diC- 
turbed.  We  heard  nothing  but^  hyaenas  and 
jackals,  the  cries  of  which,  in  our  fituation, 
were  ^^pfeaiing  prognoftics,  as  th^y  coaviQced 
us  that  tbere  wcreijo  Bpftiraen  in,  the  plaia.. 
>3ptwithftanding  this  proof  of,  Ifcurity,.  J 
was,  iwjiwiUing.tf)  xtfxjmft  my  journey  t^ll  the 
fun  h^diQ^ade  his  ^ppearance^  Indeed  weh^ 
not  above  fiv^  leagues  to  travel ;  and,  of .cpurfe^ 
the  day  \t:.a8  more  than  fuflSlcient  for.  1q  Ihort  a^ 
jBjafchf     Ip  h  true,  that  ^s  we  refolved  to  pro- 

cced 
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cecd  along  the  wood  by  the  river's  fide,  in  or- 
der to  (horten  our  wiy,  we  could  advance  but 
(lowly,  *  becAufc,  having  ambuftttdes  to  fear, 
many  precautions  *were  to  be  taken. 

When  arrived  nearly  about  half  way,  wc 
heard  the  report  of  fome  guns  fired  on  the 
river.  I  fent  to  examine  what  was  the  occa* 
fion  of  it.  Four  of  my  people,  were  hunting 
hippopotamufes,  and  when  informed  of  my 
approach,  they  came  to  expref?  their  joy,  and 
bring  me  news  of  my  camp.  My  long  ab- 
fence  had  given  alarm.  Uneafy  at  hearing  no 
tidings  of  me,  Swanepod  had  fuppofed  me  to 
be  killed  by  the  Boflxmeti,  withall  my  party, 
and  that  he  Ihould  never  fee  me  ag^dn.  I  dif- 
patched  a  man  on  horfeback  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  return,  and  two  hours  after  we  ar- 
rived at  the  camp. 

My  firft  bufmefs  when  I  alighted  was  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded  Kaminouqua.  I 
ordered  ixiy  marquee  to  hp  erefied  for  him ; 
and,  recommending  him  to  the  attention  of 
fuch  of  his  ctnnrades  as  appeared  the  moft  in- 
telligent, borne  down  as  I  was  with  fleepine^i 
*  and  fatigue,  1  retired  to  reft  in  my  waggon. 
As  for  my  people,  they  fpent  the  n^ht  in 

2  fcafting 
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fealling,  atid  in  giving  a  minute  account  of 
our  expedition.' 

Bernfry,  being  informed  of  my  arrival  by 
his  emiflaries,  had  the  audacity  again  to  make 
his  appearance  in  my  camp.     His  dedgn  was 
to  impofe  upon  me  with  refpcd  to  his  con- 
du£ty  and  to  endeavour  to  wipe  out  the  fufpi* 
cions  I  might  have  conceived  of  him.     He 
profeflfed  a  warm  zeal  for  my  welfare,'  and  the 
greateft  perfonal  attachment.     He  fpoke  of  th^ 
horde  of  robbers,  and  informed  me,  that  we 
had  killed  four  or  five  perfons,  and  feverely 
wounded  feveral  others.     But  he  added^  that 
they  had  fworn  to  be  revenged  j  and  that  I 
myil  redouble  my  vigilance  and  precautions, 
if  1  wifhed  to  efcape  a  furprife,  of  which,  foon 
or  late,  I  muft  inevitably  become  the  vidim. 
My  greateft  enemy  in  this  bufinefs,  according 
to  him,  was  Moodel.     It  was  Moodel  who 
protected  the  horde,  and  of  him,  therefore,  I 
ought  to  be  particularly  on  my  guard. 

Thus,  the  better  to  deceive  me,  did  the 
knave  betray  and  point  out  lo.  my  vengeance 
his  comrade  and  only  friend.  *  But  his  fingular 
villany  did  not  impofe  upon  me.  I  cut  ihcrrt 
every  explanation  and  all  farther  fubtlety  on' 

his 
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his  part^  by  preteoding  to  receive  his  iatdll* 
gence  as  very  important  advice.  I  even  took 
care  not  to  let  him  perceive. the  fiifpicion  I  had 
of  himfelf.  By  this  apparent  confidence  I  left  it 
in  my  power  tp  watch  his  condudt  fccretly. 
Though,  after  all,  nptwithftanding  the  art  he 
had  employed  to  infpire  me  with  dread^  I 
feared  neither  Moodel  nor.himfelf,  nor  even 
the  Bofhmen.  '  -  .  - 

Befides,  as  ^my  thought?  were  employed 
on  my  departure,,. my  folq  obje£k  was  to^uit 
the  borders  of  Orange- River  without  delay/  I 
had  aheady  iffupd  prders  for  trhe  ncceflary,  pre-; 
parations,  and  I  waited  ,only  for  their  being 
liriiflied  to  be  gone.  -  This,  however,  would 
require  time.  My  carriages  wanted  repairing, 
for  fp  injured  wqre  they  by, the  heat>  that 
every  piece  "of  wood  that,  compofed  theni  was 
loofe.  My  new  ox^^n  w^e  alfo  to  be  brpkeij 
in  •  fince^  liaviug  aever  felt  the  yoke,  tb^y 
were  ftartlecl  at^  tne  very  fight -of  a  waj^oa, 
and  ,w.hen  my  people  hc|d..aQcompli(hed  the 
harnefling  ttem  'and  they  heard  thenoifeof^ 
the  wheela  behind,  they  became  furious,  and 
brotfe  or  overturned  every  thing, 

Th$  endeavours  made  to  fubdue  thejn  were 

attended 
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attended  with  great  rifks  and  labour,  which 
continued  a  long  time ;  and  the  fruideflhefs 
of  thefe  attempts  occafioned  me  daily  fits  of 
impatience.  My  people,  pKjffefling  more  calm- 
nefs  of  temper,  were  not-fo  eafily  rebuffed; 
and  they  aflured  me,  if  I  would  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  thek  management,  they  would  not  fail 
to  accomplilh  their  purpofe.  But  the  leflbns 
they  gave  were  fo  fevere,  that  I  could  not 
witnefs  them  without  exti'eme  pain.  Accord- 
ing to  them,  thefe  poor  animals  were  too  old 
,  to  fubmit  quietly  td  the  yoke,  and  there  was 
no  hope  of  bending  them  to  it  but  by  dint  of 
blows. 

It  is  true,'  there  were  ftill  five  of 'my  former 
ones  remaining,  which  were  yoked  with  the 
new  ones,  that  they  might  be  broken  in  by 
their  example.  But  before  thefe  even  would 
/ubmit  to  work,  they  received  from  my  people 
a  good  beating  with  the  fchahuck ;  and  thie 
corredion  was  fo  often  repeated,  that  I  found 
myfelf  abfolutely  incapable  of  ei^ur4ng  tht 
.  fpedacle.  Accordingly,  whenever  th&  leflbA 
begatii,  r  tttok  toy  ^un,-  an(i  rambled*  rd  ferdif. 

tance,  thereby  to-be  out  fef  fight ■  and  hcSarhl|; 
©f-it,       •     •■  *^''        r.  :j  •!  zn  z^:\ut 

*      -  4  I  had 
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I  had  hoped  that  thefe  excurfions  would  re- 
eompenfe  me  by  new  acqutfitions^  and  that  I 
ihould  find  among  the  birds  that  inhabited  the 
woods  fome  addition  to  my  collection.  But 
I  was  difappointed.  The  time  of  their  paflage 
was  over ;  and  the  great  and  little  bee-eaters, 
varieties  of  fwallows  and  other  fpecies,  had  all 
difappeared. 

Another  remark  which  I  made  while  in  this 
part  of  Africa  I  confider  as  too  important  to 
be  omitted.  The  moment  the  hurricane  from 
the  fouth-eaft,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  abovci 
had  ceafed^  the  wind  veered  to  the  north, 
where  it  coftftantly  remained,  with  a  few  va- 
riations only  to  the  two  neighbouring  points, 
north  by  weft,  and  north  by  eail*  Occafionally 
we  had  a  few  (howers,  but  fo  flight  that  they 
fcarcely  wetted  the  faqd.  The  (ky,  however, 
had  continued  gloomy  and  overfhadowed, 
the  wind  driving  before  it  numerous  clouds, 
which  proceeded  to  accumu^te  on  the  moun« 
tains  of  Camis,  and  prepare  the  rainy  feafon 
for  the  Cape. 

This  feafon  had  already  commenced  in  the 
mountains  to  the  north,  where  the  Orange 
tgkes  its  fource.     At  leaft  this  river,  iince  I 

crofTcd 
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crofTed  it,  that  is^  to  iay,  v^khin  a  fortnight^ 
had  rlfea  more  than  twenty  feet.  It  flowed 
now  on  a  level  with  its  banks,  and  carried 
aloQg  with  it  feveral  whole  trees  which  it  had 
torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  even  formed,  ia  fe* 

» 

veral  parts  of  ihe  plain,  extend ve  lakes.  In  a 
word,  my  camp,  which  at  £ril  had  bee|i  fta- 
tioned  fix  hundred  paces  from  the  water's  edge, 
and  had  not  been  moved,  was  now  diftanc 
from  it  not  above  fifty.  Almoft  all  the  treqs 
were  nearly  covered  by  it,  their  tops  and  a 
few  branches  only  being  perceptible.  This 
fight,  one  of  the  grandeft  I  ever  beheld  in 
Africa,  if  it  had  hot  been  at  variance  with  my 
ichemes,  would  long  have  feafted  my  eyes. 
Befides  other  inconveniences  to  the  danger  of 
fay  caravap,  this  fwell  of  the  river  deprived 
me  of  the  advantage  of  hunting  hlppopo* 
tamufes;  for  thefe  amphibious  animals,  as 
they  do  not  love  muddy  and  troubled  waters, 
Iiad  retired  towards  the  fea-fhore. 

Many  of  my  new  favages  belonging  to 
hordes  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  regretted, 
on  account  of  its  overflow,  their  having  re- 
mained fo  long  with  me.  The  Gheyffiquas, 
^n  the  contrary,  free  from  this  occafion  of  un- 

eafiiiefs, 
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eafinefs,  aild  being  Well  fed  in  my  cittip^  were 
happy  in  remaining,  and  feemed  not  to  think 
of  thpir  departure.  But  I  had  engaged  to  fend 
them  back  in  a  week,  and  1  kept  my  word. 

I  gave  them  all  more  than  I  had  promifed. 
The  prefent  defigned '  for  the  chief  was  en- 
trufted  to  his  daughter,  as  he  had  defired  ;  and 

*  '  * 

I  added  thereto  a  pretty  red  handkerchief  for 
herfelf,  and  fome  white  glafs  beads,  which  fbc 
highly  valued.  She  had  been  treated  with 
diftindion  in  my  camp.  No  convenience  had 
been  denied  her,  not  even  that  of  anointing; 
and  I  fometimes  attended  her  toilette,  which 
indeed  was  always  the  fame,  but  I  every  time 
received  frcfh  pleafure  in  obferving  the  pains 
fhe  took  to  adorn  and  difplay  her  charms,  the 
ifight  of  which  rendered  me  every  day  more 
referved  and  circumfpeft. 

This  troop  had  fcarcely  departed,  when, 
another  arrived,  confiding  of  thirty-uxTperfons, 
men  and  women.  Thefe  were  Hottentots  who 
refide  on  the  confines  of  the  colony,  and  who, 
buying  at  fecond  or  third  hand  certain  com- 
modities from  the  planters,  travel  intc)  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  there  to  barter  them  with 
other  favages  for  cattle,  which  On  tHefr  return 

they 
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ihey  fell  to  the  colonics.  TTiere  are  alfo  whites 
who  follow  this  kind  of  trade ;  but  they  are  far 
From  dealing  with  the  fame  honefty  as  the 
Ikvages  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking, 

Thefe  people  arrived  from  the  eaftern  coun- 

m 

tries,  where  they  had  purchafed  a  herd  of  about 
thfeefcore  cattle.  Having  heard  of  me  there, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  find  me,  and  came 
to  afk  permiffion  to  join  my  caravan  and  re- 
turn with  me  to  their  habitations.  To  this 
requeft  I  gave  my  confent,  informing  them, 
however,  that  I  had  as  yet  neither  determiaed 
on  the  day  of  my  departure,  nor  the  road  I 
fhould  take. 

With  regard  to  fubfiftence,  I  promifed  to 
{hare  with  them  the  produce  of  my  hunting, 
as  long  as  game  was  to  be  found :  but  added, 
that  the  moment  game  failed,  and  I  fhould  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  my  herd  to  feed  my 
people,  I  fhould  then  leave  them  to  themfelves 
to  get  provifion  as  they  could.  I  obferved 
alfo  that  I  fhould  not  furnifh  them  with  to- 
bacco; for  my  flock  of  this  article,  fo  import- 
ant to  a  favage,  began  to  fall  fhort.  With 
regard  to  my  brandy,  though  I  had  left  a  fmall 
ftorc  at  my  departure,  it  was  confiderably  di* 
-  Vol,  III.  A  a  minifhed 
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miniflied  at  my  return.  I  could  not  avoid 
teilifyiDg  my  difpleafure  at  this  circumftance 
to  Swauepoel  himfelf,  as  I  fufpeiSted  hioai  o£ 
having  yielded  to  the  temptatioa  and  conr. 
fumed  it  unneceflarily. 

The  traders  thanked  me  for  the  readiaefs  of 
my  compliance,  as  well  as  for  the  fervices  I 
propofed  to  render  them.  The  conditions  l 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  impofe  were  indeed 
too  reafonable  for  them  to  make  any  chh- 
jedion ;  and  fo  far  from  requiring  tobacco  of 
mCt  they  had  Hill  feveral  rpils  remaining  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  each,  be^e  what 
was  neceflary  for  themfetves,  v^hich  they 
offered  to  fpare  me.  This  offer  I  accepted, 
promifing  to  pay  them^  as  foon  as  we  reached 
the  poflefiions  of  the  Dutch,  either  ia  money 
or  in  kind,^a$  they  fhould  like  beft. 

Notliing  yet  informed  me  when  I  might 
exped  to  depart  My  people,  with  all  their 
exertions,  could  not  accompliih  the  breaking 
in  of  my  oxen ;  and  the  delay  thus'  occaiioned, 
which  was  pure  wafte  of  time,  mortified  me  ex* 
tremely :  however,  I  attempted  to  make  at  leaft 
feme  advantage  of  it,  by  looking  over  my  col* 
le£tion,  and  putting  it  in  order  for  conveyance. 

The 
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The  fkin  of  the  giraffe  in  particular  wanted 
fome  preparation,  for  it  had  become  in  drying 
as  hard  as  iron,  fo  that  there  was  no  bending 
it,  and  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  carried  with 
any  convenience.  I  ifirft  foaked  it  in  the  river 
for  a  few  hours,  and  then  fteeped  it  in  a  de* 
€od:ion  of  tobacco,  camphor,  and  foap ;  and 
by  thefe  means  it  was  rendered  fo  fupple,  that 
I  could  pack  it  up  as  I  pleafed. 

Having  finifhed  the' arrangement  of  my 
coUedion,  I  employed  the  leifure  that  re* 
mained  in  drawing  plants  and  flowers.  Therfc 
were  immenfe  quantities  in  the  neighbour- 
hood; and  every  day  the  feafon  occaiioned 
frefh  ones  to  blow.  But  I  made  my  drawings 
rather  as  an  amateur  than  a  naturalifl,  and  at* 
tended  only  to  fuch  as  appeared  mod  beauti- 
ful and  rare. 

While  fpeaking  of  thefe  things,  though  in 
another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  help  expreffing 
my  regret  that  Sparmann,  who  was  fo  little 
prefled  fdr  time  when  he  undertook  his  jour« 
ney,  or  Paterfbn,  who  feems  to  have  travelled 
pod,  and  as  a  man  eager  to  finilh  his  expedi- 
tion, had  not  formed  the  defign  of  penetrating  ♦ 
into  the  country  of  the  Kabobiquas,  and  as 

A  a  2  far  • 
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far  even  as  the   mountains   of  the  Ebuzou* 
anas.  , 

What  treafures  would  thefe  learned  botanifts 
have  found  there!  And  what  riches  might 
they  not  have  brought  away  with  them  ! 
-  I  have  my felf,  indeed,  but  a  few  Icore  draw- 
ings, to  prove  what  fcience  might  have  gained 
fey.  their  means :  yet  I  invite  other  travellers 
to  undertake  what  my  little  knowledge  of  bota* 
ny  prevented  me  from  performing  ;  and  I  dare 
prortiife  them  before  hand  the  moft  fplcndid 
fuccefs.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  tell  them, 
that  they  ought  tp  dedicate  feveral  yeais  to-th^ir 
refearches,  without  whkh  it  will  be  impoffible 
for  them  to  accomplifli  their  purpofe  to  any 
great  extent. 

It  is  not  in  Africa  as  in  what  are  caUed  the 
temperate  countries  of  Europe.  In  thefe,  na- 
ture  gives  the  earth  to  vegetate  part  of  the  year 
only,  while,  during  the  other  part,  it  is  dead 
and  lifelefs.  In  Africa,  on  the  contrary,  there 
is  no  interruption.  The  foil,  warmed  by  the 
continual  heat,  is  always  fertile ;  and  every 
month  yields  its  plants,  its  flowers,  and  its 
fruits.  Nor  is  there,  as  in  Europe,  a  gradual 
development  and  regular  fucceffion.     It  ^s  not 

the 
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the  feafon,  nor  is  it  the  greater  or  lefs  propin- 
quity of  the  equator,  that  occafions  a  more  or 
lefs  abundant  vegetation.  The  fun  itfelf,  elfe- 
where  confidered  as  the  primary  caufe  of  fer- 
tility, is  here  the  fecondary  only.  Its  heat,  it 
is  true,  is  affifting  to  the  birth,  growth,  and 
ripening  of  vegetables ;  but  they  are  the  rains 
moTft  particularly  that  occafion  them  to  fpring 
up  and  unfold  themfelves,  that  determine  in 
great  meafure  the  place  and  time  of  their  ap- 
pe^u'ance,  and  caufe  them  to  fhow' themfelves 
in  one  place  fooner  than  in  another.  Now  as 
the  rains  themfelves  are  owing  to  the  fituation 
of  the  mountains  which  attract  the  clouds,  it 
follows,  that  they  may  be  very  unequally  dif- 
tributed,  and  that  one  fpot  may  be  deluged 
with  them,  while  another,  properly  watered, 
ftiall  difplay  a  vigorous  ftate  of  vegetation,  and 
a  third,  dry  and  parched,  exhibit  only  the 
image  of  death  and  defolation. 

From  this  fortuitous  occurrence  of  the  rains, 
fome  vegetables  have  a  fort  of  accidental  fuc- 
ceflion,  accordir^g  to  the  fpots  on  which  they 
grow,  that  naturally  they  ought  not  to  have. 
Thus  in  one  place  a  fpecies  of  flower  has  juft 
blown,  which  farther  on  appeared  fijf  weeks 

A  a  3  before, 
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before,  and  which,  tea  leagues  farther  ftijl,  vrill 
perhaps  not  bloflbm  in  lefs  than  two  months* 
In  Africa,  nature  is  -always  alive,  and  her  action 
never  benumbed  by  cold  :  but  it  is  neceffary 
to  be  on  the  watch  for  her ;  and  the  botanift 
who  traverfes  the  country,  without  refiding  in 
it  a  confiderable  time,  muft  expert  only  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  and  will  of  courfe  bring 
away  with  him  no  other  colie^ion  than  what 
is  afforded  him  by  chance. 

At  the  Cape  are  daily  proofs  of  what  I  have 
faid.  The  colonies  have  long  ago  been  vifited 
by  amateurs  of  flowers  and  ikilful  botanifls ; 
yet  every  ilew  comer  finds  fomething  with 
which  to  enrich  his  garden  or  his  herbal.  As 
it  happens,  perhaps,  that  no  one  arrives  at 
the  fame  place,  under  the  fame  circumftance^ 
and  at  the  fame  period  as  another,  each  meets 
with  plants  which  they  who  preceded  him 
neither  knew  nor  had  the  power  of  knowing. 
The  two  naturalifls  I  mentioned  above  have 
enriched  fcience  by  new  difcoveries,  though 
they  came  after  fo  many  others. 

Though  ,the  majority  of  thefc  fucceflivq 

journeys  were  made  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time, 

they  have  contributed  neverthelefs  to  extend 

♦  our 
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our  kncv^Ie^e,  and  inicreafe  the  treafures  of 
natural  hiftory.  What  then  would  be  efieded^ 
ibould  a  man  of  information  repair  to  fome 
fertile  and  more  diftant  fpot,  and  remain  a 
whoie  year,  fo  as  to  fee  all  that  nature  produces 
there  blow  in  fucceffion  under  his  eye  ! 

What  I  have  faid  concerning  plants  is  with 
equal  truth  applicable  to  birds ;  for  the  influ<« 
ence  of  the  rains,  which  accelerates  or  retards 
the  unfolding  of  the  former,  cannot  fail  to 
occafion  great  difference  in  the  laying,  incuba- 
tion»  and  Hiouhing  of  the  latter. 

That  I  may  render  a  double  fervice  to  per«» 
fons  attempting  a  fimilar  enterprife  to  mine,  I 
ihall  infert  here  a  remark,  which  I  confider  as 
important,  and  that  may  fave  them  from  many 
miftakes ;  which  is,  that  the  variation  which 
is  obferved  to  take  place  in  the  fame'  fpecies  of 
plants,  according  to  the  difference  of  age,  of 
time,  and  of  place,  takes  place  alfp  among 
the  feathered  tribe. 

This  accidental  and  traniitory  diilimilitude 
is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  a  perfon  would 
fuppofe  himfelf  to  fee  individuals  totally  diffe** 
rent ;  and  I  have  known  men  learned  in  books 
and  fyilems  as  much  deceived  iq  this  refped:  as 

A  a  4  others^ 


|6o  TRAVELS    IN 

Others.  One  of  thefe  clofet  naturalifts,  for 
inftance,  fhewed  me  four  birds  asi  fo  many  dif- 
ferent fpecies,  and  even  as  not  belonging  to 
the  fame  genus,  with  which  I  was  well  ao 
quainted,  and  which  I  knew  to  he  th^  fame 
bird,  only  of  different  ages. 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  every  male  when  young 
has  the  fame  plumage  as  his  mother;  and  it  is 
only  as  he  grows  older  that  he  affumes  that  of 
his  fex.  I  will  not  venture  to  aflBrm  that  this 
is  an  univerfal  and  invar  iable  rule ;  but  1  have 
hitherto  met  with  no  exception  to  it,  whereas 
I  have  verified  it,  by  my  own  obfervation,  in 
more  than.a  thoiifand  different  fpccIes. 

M^ny  females  too,  when  they  grow  .fo  oki 
as  to  ceafe  laying  eggs,  undergo  a  fimilar 
change,  and  aflume  the  more  fplendid  colours 
belonging  to  the  male  of  the  fpecies,  which  they 
retain  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
This  fa^i  is  ftrikingly  perceptible  in  thofe 
fpecies  in  which  the  male  and  female  very 
xnuc'i  differ  in  their  colour ;  as  the  golden 
pheafant  of  China,  for  inftance,  npw  fo  com-r 
mon  in  our  aviaries,  in  which  the  change 
takes  place.  I  have  obferved  the  fame  tranfr 
fliutatipn  in  naany  other  birds,  of  ^hich  I 
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ffiall  fjpeak  dfewhere.  In  fomc  fpecies,  and 
thofe  not  few  in  number,  the  male  alone  regur 
larly  changes  his  colour,  an4  aflumes  once  in 
a  twelvemonth  the  plumage  of  the  female;  fa 
that  at  a  certain  period  of  the  y^ar  all  the  hird« 
of  this  fpecies  appear  to  be  female^  J  have  in 
my  pofleffion  fpecimens  of  more  than  fifty  o£ 
ihefe  changing  fpecies,  in  all  their  tranfition^ 
from  one  hue  to  another ;  but  the  one  in 
Y^hich  it  appears  moft   extraordinary   i^  ^q 

African  bfunting,  known  by  tjb^  nam?  of  v^uve 
4  epaukttes  rouges^.  The  female  of  thi* 
beautiful  bird  has  the  flmple  colours  of  the  fky- 
lark,  and  a  fh or t  horizontal  tail,  like  that  of 
almoll  all  other  bird^ ;  the  mal^,  on  the  QOjim 
trary,  Is  wholly  black,  except  at  the  Ihbulder 
t>f  the  wing,  where  there  is  a  large  red  patch; 
and  his  tail  is  long,  ample,  and  vertical  like 
that  of  the  common  cock.  But  this  brilliant 
plumage,  and  fine  vertical  tail  fubfift  only  dur- 
ing the  feafon  of  love,  which  continues  fix; 
»ionths.  This  period  over,  he  lays  afide  his 
jfpleD^id  habiliments,  aod  aflunies  the  more 

t  See  BufFon's  Planchps  Enlurainees,  No.  635.  V.  The 
pTange-fliouldercd  bunting.    Latham's  Synopfis,  vol.  II. 

p,   li^.      Tt 
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modeft  drefs  of  his  mate.  The  moft  extraor- 
dinary circumftance  is,  that  the  vertical  tajl 
alfo  changes  to  a  horizontal  one,  and  the  male 
{6  exactly  refembles  the  female,  that  it  is  not 
poflibie  to  diftinguifh  them  from  each  other. 

The  female  has  her  turn.  When  fhe  reaches 
a  certain  age,  and  has  loft  the  faculty  of  pro^ 
pagating  the  fpecies,  (he  clothes  herfelf  for  the 
remainder  of  her  days  in  the  garb  which  the 
male  had  temporarily  aflumed ;  her  tail,  like 
bis  at  that  period,  grows  long,  and,  like  hia 
alfo,  from  horizontal  becomes  vertical. 

The  birds  of  this  fpecies  afibciate  together, 
five  in  a  fort  of  republic,  and  build  their  nefta 
near  to  each  other.  The  fociety  ufually  cod* 
fifts  of  about  fourfcore  females :  but  whether, 
by  a  particular  law  of  nature,  more  females  are 
produced  than  males,  or  for  any  other  reafon 
erf*  which  I  am  ignorant,  there  are  never  more 
than  twelve  or  fifteen  males  to  this  number  of 
females,  who  have  them  in  common^ 

All  that  I  have  here  written  1  have  read  in 
the  great  book  of  nature.  Such  obfervations, 
perhaps,  have  no  great  merit,  and  I  confider 
them  myftlf  as  of  little  value:  but  they  are  at 
leaft  accurate  j  and  the  critics  who  have  been 

deflrous 
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defirous  of  giving  me  their  advice  have  nd- 
ther  found,  nor  will  be  able  to  find,  fimUar 
ones,  either  among  their  inventors  of  fyftems^ 
or  in  the  books  of  writers  whofe  excurfion» 
have  never  extended  beyond  Uxe  walls  of  a 
clofet* 

My  people  were  ftill  employed  in  breakia^ 
in  the  oxen,  but  they  were  advanced'  in  the 
bufmefs  fcarcely  farther  than  at  the  firft  mOi* 
ment.  One  day  when  exercifing  them,  one 
in  particular  became  furious,  and  attempted 
to  make  his  efcape.  The  Hottentot  who  was 
neareft  endeavoured  to  ftop  him,  by  catching 
hold  of  the  rope  by  which  he  had  been  faAened  ; 
but  unfortunately  flippiog  his  hand  into  a  run- 
ning knot,  which  drew  tight  round  his  wrifl^ 
he  was  dragged  along  by  the  animal  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance^  and  torn  and  bruifed  in 
twenty  places  before  it  was  poflible  to  extri- 
cate him« 

Juft  at  that  moment  Bernfry  arrived.  He 
had  witnefTed  the  accident,  and  was  alfo  pre- 
ient  when  I  was  told  of  it.  Availing  himfelf 
of  the  circumftance,  he  dated  to  me  how  im- 
prudent it  would  be  to  expofe  myfelf  on  the 
road  with  cattle  fo  totally  undifciplined,  and 

offered 
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offered  to  provide  me  with  a  team  of  fix  oxen 
well  trained  to  the  yoke,  if.  I  would  give  him 
in  exchange  one  of  my  mufkets,  with  twelve 
pounds  of  powder,  and  lead  enough  to  caft 
two  hundred  balls. 

The  bargain  would  have  been  fufEciently 
advantageous  to  me,  and,  had  he  afked  triple 
the  value  in  other  articles,  I  woiild  not  have  he-t 
iitated.  But  to  furnifli  a  man  of  his  character 
with. arms  was  putting  it  in  his  power  to  do 
flill  greater  mifchief;  I  therefore  pofltively 
refufed. '  He,  pn  his  part,  would  hear  of  no 
other  terms,  and  there  the  matter  refted,  not- 
withftanding  the  reprefentations  of  my  Hot- 
tentots, who,  tired  of  the  pains  they  had 
taken  to  train  thefe  untameable  beafts,  urged 
me  to  compliance. 

Thefe  men,  who  at  firft  had  made  a  jeft 
of  the  trouble  of  breaking  them  in,  now  de- 
fpaired  of  it.  I  was  well  aware  of  the  per-p 
plexity  pf  my  lituatipri ;  but  1  was  refolved 
to  fufier  any  diftrefs  rather  than  cpnfent  to  the 
bargain.  Accordingly,  renouncing  all  hope 
of  coming  to  an  agreement,  I  fixed  for  my 
departure  the  aifl:  pf  May  ;  and,  when  the  day 
arrived,  the  oxen  were  yoked. 

I  The 
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The  caravan  was  numerous*  Befide  the 
thirty-fix  dealers  in  cattle  who  hadrequefted 
leave  to  accompany  me,  I  had  ten  Nimiquas 
belonging  to  a  horde  near  Secretary-  Fountain^ 
who  purpofed  to  proceed  in  company  with  u$ 
till  they  arrived  at  a  ford  of  the  river  which  ' 
they  knew,  and  where  they  intended  to  crofg 
iL  In  fhort,  including  both  my  own  people 
and  ftrangers,  the  troop  confided  of  ninety- 
two  perfons,  of  whom  feventy- three  were  men, 
and  nineteen  women :  and  our  herd  of  a  hun^ 
dred  and  feventy-two  oxen,  befide  {heep* 

'The  river  had  decreafed  within  a  few  days ; 
and  the  Kaminouquas,  availing  themfelves  of 
this  circumftancey  had  returned  home  with  . 
their  wounded  comrade. 

All  my  caravan  was  ready  to  depart.  No- 
thing but  my  giving  the  fignal  was  waited 
for;  and  I  had  fet  one  foot  on  the  pole  to 
mount  my  waggon,  when  the  ox  neareft  me 
flung  back  his  heels,  and  ftruck  me  on  the 
leg  of  the  other  juft  as  I  lifted  it  from  the 
ground. 

I  cried  out :  every  one  ran  to  my  affiftance, 
not  doubting  but  my  leg  was  broken ;  and, 
from  the  pain  which  benumbed  it  and  took 

from 
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tiroin  mc  the  capacity  of  moving  if,  I  had  cvcfy 
reafon  to  he  of  the  fame  opinion ;  nor  was  it 
till  the  expiration  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  when  the  numbnefs  went  off,  that  I. 
difcovered  it  to  be  only  a  violent  contufion. 

Klaas,  already  angry  with  me,  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  fevere  leffon  I  had  thus  received, 
bluntly addrcffed  himfelf  to  Bernfry, offered  him 

twelve  pounds  of  powder  and  twelve  of  lead  for 
two  of  his  thill  oxen;  and,  without  allowing  me 
time  to  refleft,  infkantly  ran  off  with  him  to 
fetch  them.  Rlaas  was  in  the  right.  The  two 
oxen  arrived ;  the  price  agreed  upon  was  paid  j . 
and  we  departed. 

My  defign  was  to  travel  for  fome  time  along 
the  fide  of  the  river,  following  its  courfe,  and 
keeping  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  wood  that 
fidrted  it.  By  taking  this  road,  I  was  fure  of 
V^ater  and  plenty  of  grafs.  My  own  waggon, 
by  the  help  of  the  oxen  that  Bernfry  had  fold 
me,  proceeded  tolerably  well ;  but  with  the 
other  two  waggons  the  cafe  was  different. 
Their  teams  were  fo  refractory  and  indocile^ 
that  they  were  twenty  times  on  the  point  of 
being  daflied  againft  the  trees,  or  overturned 

and  thrown  down  fome  precipice  j  and  we 

were 
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¥rare  tkree  days  in  reaching  the  ford,  which 
ought  to  have  been  the  work  of  a  fmgle  day'* 
journey^ 

The  drivers,  tired  of  their  office,  and  lofing 
all  patience,  declared  that  it  would  be  impof^ 
fible  for  them  to  proceed  any  farther,  unlefs  I 
procured  two  oxen  more,  well  trained,  for  th^ 
thill  of  each  of  the  other  waggons,  as  I  had 
for  that  <^  my  own.  This  was  telling  me  to 
buy  the  four  other  of  Bernfry.  Nothing 
ever  coft  me  fo  much  as  this  refolution ;  but^ 
notwithftandifig  my  relui^ance,  neceifity  com* 
pelled  me  to  fubmit  to  it.  Accordingly  I  ient 
away  the  mufket  that  had  been  demanded  as 
the  price,  and  waited  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
for  the  arrival  of  the  oxen. 

In  the  mean  time  I  difcharged  my  obliga** 
tions  to  the  Nimiquas.  Recompenfed  beyon4 
what  they  had  aiked  for  accompanying  me^ 
they  left  me,  highly  fatisfied  with  my  condu^, 
aiid  crofled  the  ford  to  return  home. 

When  the  oxen  arrived,  we  alfo  departed  j 
and,  after  two  encampments  and  a  match  of 
ten  leagues  by  the  fide  of  the  wood,  we  halted 
once  more  on  the .  ftrand  of  the  Orange,  at 
which  we  eafiiy  arrived  with  our  waggons 

6  through 
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through  a  commodious  deBle,  whare  there  wat 
BOt  a  (ingle  tree  to  incommode  us. 

Here,  however,  we  perceived  to  our  forrow, 
that  ive  could  pfoceed  no  farther  along  the 
iiver*s  fide,  or  even  along  the  wood  that  bor- 
dered ir,  On  account  of  the  roads,  which 
Were  fo  bad  as  to  be  abfolutely  impaffable  for 
waggons* 

The  27th,  quitting  the  tiver  till  we  could 
find  fome  more  convenient  route  by  which  to 
return  to  it,  we  proceeded  fouth  for  foiir  hdurs 
before  it  was  in  our  power  to  verge  to  the 
Weft,  and  in  that  diredlion  travelled  fix  leagues 
through  execrable  roads.  Befing  obliged  eVery 
inftant  to  alight  from  my  waggon  and  get  up 
again,  I  defpaired  of  rejoining  the  river,  and 
was  momentarily  on  the  point  of  abandoning 
my  defign.  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  we  arrived,  with  great  labour,  at  the  fite 
of  an  old  kraal,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
long  abandoned,  and  where  we  pitched  our 
camp* 

The  fituation  was  fo  pleafanr,  that  I  could 
not  refift  the  temptation  of  making  a  ftay  there. 
A  few  paces  from  our  camp  was  a  little  wood, 
through  which  ran  a  gentle  ftream,  that  af- 
forded 
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&#(kd  water  for  us  und  our  cattle,  and  added 
infimtely  to  the  beauty  of  the  place*  Every' 
moment  flocks  of  thofe  ring  groufe  arrived 
which  I  have  elfewhere  mentioned.  I  killed 
them  by  dozens ;  and  th^  fport  was  fo  pro- 
dodive,  that,  during  my  three  days  abode 
there,  it  in  part  furnifhed  fubfiftence  for  all  my 
troop*  The  trees  around  were  covered  with 
birds  of  different  kindsr  There  were  even 
fome  that  were  new  to  me,  and  thit  ferved  to 
increafe  thy  coUedioh. 

Meanwhile  fome  Lefs  Nimiquas,  informed 
of  my  arrival  in  their  canton,  came  to  viiit  me, 
and  offer  me  (heep  in  exchange  for  tobacco* 
From  them  I  heard,  for  the  firft  time,  of  the 
accident  that  had  befallen  Pinar ;  who,  after 
having  fo  much  vexed  me  on  the  road,  had  at 
length  parted  from  me,  feven  or  eight  months 
prior  to  this  period  of  my  travels. 

Having  offended  a  horde  near  which  he  waa 
encamped,  he  had  nearly  been  the  vidtim 
of  hi&  imprudence.  His  oxen  had  been  t^Jcen 
away,  his  waggon  plundered,  his*  Hottentots 
killed  with  poifqned  arrows,  and  he  himfelf 
would  have  Idft  his  life,  if  he  had  not  had  th(^ 

\Gh.  \W  B  b  addrefs. 
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addrefs  to  conceal  himfelf  till  he  found  an  op* 
portjjnity  of  reaching  the  colony. 

Notwithftanding  the.  reafons  I  had  to  be  of- 
fended with  him,  I  could ,  not  avoid  pitying 
iiis  fate.  I  Iktle  thought  at  that  monient  that 
^misfortune  of  another  kind,  but  flUl  more 
alarming,  awaited  us  all. 

By;  encamping  pn  the  lite  of  the  kraal,  I 
fought  to  coofole  myfelf  for  my  fatigues.  The 
coolnefs  of  the  wopd,  the.  water  by  which  it 
was  waflied,  the  various  flowers  that,  adorn- 
ed it,  of  ^which  the  frigrancc  delighted  my 
feafeS-TT^very  thing,  in  fhort,  feelned  to  con- 
cur in  fixing  me  for  a  while  in  this.enchant- 
ipg  abode.  It  was  apparently  an  elyfium; 
but,  alas!  hell  itfelf  was  fituated  by  its  fide. 
We  encamped  on  an  efplanade,  about  four 
hundred  feet  in  circumference,  and  fmootb 
as  if  it  had  been  levelled  by  art;  but  it 
had  long  ferved  as  a  fold  for  the  cattle  of  the 
horde*  *  ... 

The  excitements  of  the  animals,  gradually 
accumulating,  had  at  length  formed .  a ,  layer 
feveral  feet  thick,  which,  brayed  by  tlieir  hoofs 
and  moiitened  with  their  urine  and  the  rain, 

wa^ 
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was  become  a  'ftratum  of  turf,  a  falphureous 
and  inflammable  foil. 

No  one  had  attended  to  this ;  ho  one  in- 
deed could  have  well  perceived  it;,  for  the 
whole  fpot  on  which  we  encamped  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  a  few  inches  bf  fine  fand, 
which  had  been  conveyed  thither  by  the  wind. 
But  no  fooner  had  we  lighted  our  nofturnal 
fires  than  they  communicated  to  the  dried 
dunghill  underneath'  its  covering,  and,  fecrctly 
pervading  the  mafs  and  penetrating  it  in  every 
direction,  at  laft  inflamed  the  whole.  In  pro- 
portioti  as  Jt  burned'  and  was  converted  to 
afhes,  it  funk  down,  and  thereby  occafioned 
vacufties  which,  aflfording  a  paffage  to  the  air, 
increafed  and  fpread  the  combuftron.  At 
length,  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  con- 
flagratioii  burft  forth,  the  flames  made  their 
appearance,  and  they  who  firfl:  perceived  them 
gave  the .  alarm  of  fire  to  yaken  the  reft  and 
procure  alfllftance.  . 

I  was  afleep  in  my  waggon :  their  cries 
fuddenly  awaked  me;  and  the  reader  may 
judge  of  my  fright,  upon  feeing  twenty  pillars 
of  fire  afcending  from  the  roidft  of  my  camp^ 
my  Hottentots  removing  their  huts,  howling 

B  b  a  like 
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like  fo  many  fpirits  of  the  damned^  and  nin« 
ning  through  the  flames  to  colledl  my  cattle, 
which  could  not  move  a  ftep  without  (inking 
into  the  ground^  and  occafioning  the  liTue  of 
freih  flames. 

If  extraordinary  ideas  fuggeft  then^felTes  at 
fach  a  moment,  it  is  fureiy  excuiable ;  parti** 
cularly  if  a  perfon  behoM,  for  the  firfl:  time, 
{o  tremendous  a  phenomenon,  and  it  burft 
on  him  fuddehly,  and  with  an  alarm,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  My  firfl:  thought  was, 
that  a  volcano  had  jufl^  opened  under  our 
feet,  and  that  we  were  in  the  very  centre  of 
)t8  crater* 

The  fire,  however,  had  not  yet  reached  me^ 
My  three  waggons  were  to  windward,  and  by 
a  lucky  accident  appeared  to  be  in  no  danger 
for  the  moment.  Accordingly  my  people 
called  to  me  to  remain  quietly  where  I  was, 
and  not  be*  uneafy.  Some  of  them  were  ac;^ 
quainted  withfuch  fires,  either  from  thdr  owa 
experience  or  from  heariay,  fb  thsU:  their  faeacis 
were  not  bewildered,  ^nd  they  were  capable 
of  giving  efibiflual  affiftance  where  it  was  ne- 
ceflary*  AH  the  men  and  women  immediately 
kid  hold  of  my  waggons,  and  dragged  them 
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lb  £iras,to  have  rdpc^lbg  them  nothing  tp 
apprehend. 

Fortunately  no  perfoji  was  Iqft,  and  my 
oxen  only  fuffcrcd  by  the  accident  Several  of 
them  were  lamed  by  confiderable  burns,  and 
one  perifhed  in  the  flames,  without  its  being 
in  our  power  to  afford  him  afliftance. 

To  behold  this  huge  animal  firuggling  in 
the  midfl:  of  the  conflagration,  the  fury  of 
which  was  increafed  by  his  violent  plunging, 
was  a  fight  at  once  dreadful  and  fublime'l  The 
diilant  air  rung  with  his  cries*  He  foon  ex** 
pired.  The  fire  .was  fo  ftrong,  that  he.  was 
roafted  to  the  very  entrails  j  and  when  it  was 
cstinguifhed,  my  people  ate  his  remains,  with*- 
out  any  farther  preparation. 

Wafned  by  the  fatal  accident  that  might 
have  befallen  me,  I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recom- 
mend  to  thofe  who  may  travel  in  Africa,  never 
to  encamp  on  old  deferted  kraals.  Had  the 
wind  blown  towards  the  iide  where  I  was 
iituated,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  flames  would 
foon  have  communicated  to  my  waggons  ;  and 
it  is  more  than  probable  that,  as  I  flept  in 
the  one  which  contained  my  whole  (lock  of 
ppwdifr^  I  fhould  have  been  blown  up  and 

IB  b  3  deftroyed, 
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deftrpyed,  and  perhaps  too  before  my  people 
had  perceived  the  fire. 

The  greater  part  of  the  night  was  fpent  ill 
removing  the  camp  to  frefti  ground.  Our 
oxen,  afFrigl^ted  at  the  uproar,  and  ftill  more 
at  the  flames,  difperfed  themfelves  in  the  wood, 
from  which  we  had  great  difficulty  to  diflodge 
them  and  colled:  them  round  us. 

Refuming  our  journey,  we  travelled  feven 
leagues  weft  by  fouth :  but,  the  road  being 
execrable,  I  again  approached  the  river  by 
turning  to  the  north- weft.  After  proceeding 
fou»' hours  in  this  diredion,  we  arrived. at  the 
entrance  of  a  pafs,  at  the  end  of  which  I  per- 
ceived a  little  fquare  houfe,  covered  with 
thatch,  and  of  which  the  mud- walls  were  neat- 
ly made  and  in  good  condition* 

It  is  impolfible  to  expref^the  uneafinefel 
felt  at  the  fight  of  this  cottage.  I  feared  that 
I  fhould  find  there  a  fecond  Bernfry,  or  another 
Matthew  Moodel :  but,  on  my  approach,  I 
faw  with  fatisfaftion  that  the  houfe  was  at 
prefpnt  without  an  owner;  and  in  confequenqe 
I  took  poffeflionr  of  it,  and  pitched  my  camp 
therei 

Nc^  the  houfe  was  a  ipring  of  tolerably  goo4 

Water } 
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water ;  and  behind  it  a  little  garden  gone  to 
wafte,  but  which,  amid  the  weeds  that  began 
to  overrun  it,  ftill  contaioed  lettuces^  ^afe; 
pumpions,  and  other  culinary  yegetablea. 
The  pafture  around  appeared  excellent ;  and. 
the  Orange  flowed  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it. 
In  ihort,  the  folitary  who  had  erected  his  her- 
mitage there  had  chofen  a  fpot  equally  fertile 
and  pleafant :  but  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  it  un- 
inhabited and  abandoned;  and  I  aiked  Klaas 
Bailer,  who,  knowing  the  country,  might  be 
acquainted  with  the  caufe,  if  he  could  account 
for  the  circum  fiance. 

He  informed  me  that  the  houfe  had  been 
built  by  my  honefl  friend  Schoenn^aker;  who^ 
in  his  wandering  life,  had  made,  in  this  man- 
ner, different  fettlements  on  the  banks  of  the 
Orange  j  and  that  he  had  quitted  this  to  re- 
move from  the  neighbourhood  pf  Bemfry  an4 
Moodel,'  who  he  was  aware  owed  him  no  good- 
will. • 

I  (hall  fpeak  farther  on  of  an  unfortunate 
family  that  I  met  in  the  defert  on  my  return 
to  the  Cape,  and  to  whom  I  recommended  to 
occupy  this  defened  retreat.     If  they  followed. 

9  b  4  mj 
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sny  adyice ;  if^  retired  to  this  com^  of  the 
earth,  th^y  have  fbuad  an  end  of  their  misfp^- 
tunes,  and  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranqtiitlity 
which  the  world  cannot  give,  they  will  re- 
member, my  name.  It  h  pleaiing  ttf  utter  the 
Aame  of  a  good  man*  The  names  of  the  op^ 
preiTor,  die  traitor,  and  the  aflaflin,  imprint,  on 
the  contrary,  a  lafting  horror,  which  converts 
the  nioft  peaceful  abode  into  the  dwelling  of 
wretchednefs  and  apprehenfion.  *But  I  hav« 
quitted  the  deferte  of  Africa,  in  which  I  ought 
for  ever  to  have  remained: 

Having  fixed  ourfelyes  in  the  hut  and  fur» 
founding  valley,  I  went  to  examine  the  (late 
of  the  river.  It  continued  to  fall.  Its  wrftcr 
was  already  much  lefs  turbid,  and  thet  hippo-; 
potamufeis  begaft  to  re-appear.  We  immediately 
ibt  about  hunting  thefe  amphibious  animals ; 
and  the  fame  day  we  killed  one,  which  afford^ 
ed  an  ample  ftock  of  prpvifion  for  my  troop. 

Intending  as  I  did  to  begin  a  third  journey, 
I  was  very  defirous  of  examining  the  courfe  of 
th\B  river,  and  tracing  it  to  its  mouth.  But 
liie  diflSculties  we  had  already   experienced 

itndeiing  thUfcIieine  impnidice^le:,  atle^ft 

with 
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^ffith  my  wa^fgons  voA  all  mj  cararan^  I  took 
the  refolutioti  of  makit^  thu  tittk  excUr(ioi| 
icm  foot  with  a  few  only  c^my  people. 

The  jourkxey  could  not  ht  otherwife  than 
very  fatiguing  4  but  it  would  take  me  only  a 
fortnight.  .  Accordingly,  encumbering  ihyfeUf 
with  no  baggage,  I  took  with  me  four  of  my 
hunters,  of  whom  Klaaa  was  one^  a  few  of  my 
dogs,  and  fet  oiE 

My  defign  being,  as  I  have  faid,  to  recon^ 
fioitxe  the  Orange^  I  travelled  very  fcrupuloufly 
along  its  banks,  without  ever  deviating  from 
them,  unlefs  compelled  to  make  a  circuit  by 
high  or  fteep  rocks  intervening.  After  a  few 
days  march  we  difcovered  an  ifland,  which  I 
Was  anxious  to  vifit,  in  the  hope  of  Ending 
there  fome  new  objedl  to  gratify  my  curiofity^ 

My  companions  had  no  difficulty  about  the 
pafiage^  all  the  favages  being  excellent  /wim*« 
laiers.  For*  my  part,  I  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  means  as  I  had  employed  before  in  ciiofT- 
ing  Elephants^River,  beftriding  the  trunk  of 
a  tree,  while  fome  of  my  fwimmers  ^rew  it 
jJoiig  before^  and  the  others  pulhed  it  behind* 
The  firft  time  I  tried  this  expedient^  it  had 
^arly  coft  me  my  life }  but  on  this  occafion 

the 
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tlj6  liaflagc  was  flioft,  and  I  was  too  far  from 
the  fea  to  haye  any  thing  to  dread. ' 

Though  the  ifland  appeared  to  contain  no 
Imag  creature,  we  found  fcveral  hippcpota- 
mufes  coqce^ed  in  it,  wherice  I  gave  it  the 
name  of  Hippopotamus  Ifland*     The    mo- 
ment we  appearcfd,  fotne  of  thefe  animals  beii^ 
alarmed  ruflied  into  the  river. 
X    One  of  them  happening  to  come  in  the  way 
of  EJaas,  he  fired,  and  killed  it  on  the  fpot. 
It  was  a  young  pne#     But  the  report  of  the 
gun  roufed  others  ;  and  in  lefs  than  a  tninute 
I  faw  more  than  a  dozen,  of  all  ages  and  ,£2^$^ 
run  to  the  water  and  difappear  in  an  inR^ant* 
I  cpuid  n^ver  have  believed  that  an  animal  fo 
unwieldy  on  land  fhould  poflefs  in  the  water 
fuch  furprifing  agility* 

To  pafs  the  night  in:  the  iflA'nd  would  hot 
have  \fetn  prudent  in  me.  I  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  rivers  of  Africa,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Orange, '  which  by  a  fudden  aug- 
mentation might  furprife  ai;id  overwhelm  us 
in  the  fhort  fpace  of  only  a  few  hours,  Ac- 
cordingly,  having  cut  a  few  morfels  from  our 
hippopotamus  to  fupply  us  with  (leaks  for  our 

fupper,  we  croflfed  the;0ther  arm  of  the  river, 

and 
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and  vftnt  to  fpend  the  nigiit  on  the  right  bank^ 
Tufficiently  diftant,  if  an  inundation  took  place, 
to.  have  nothing  to  apprehend. 
'  My;  dcijgn  was  to  return  to  the  ifland  next 
momingV  'But  ^t  fun-rife  we  perceived  a  vaft 
herd  of  elephants,  which  made  us  alter  our  te- 
folution.  There  were  at  lead  a  hundred  of 
thefe  animals;  and  "many  of  them  had  fuch 
line  tufks  as  to  afford  a  (Irong  temptation  to 
my  hunters* 

'As  they  were  within  fhot,  we  fent  a  feW 
balls  aftfei;  them,  which  put  them  to  flight,  and 
we  immediately  purfued  them:  not  that  tve 
could  hope  to  overtake  ,  them ;  but  fome  of 
them  muft  have  been  wounded,  and  we  hoped 
a  few  might  be  "woundied  mortally.  In  facSt 
we  perceived  feveral  traces  of  blood,  which 
ferved  to  guide  us  in  our  purfuit,  and  which 
we  followed  great  part  of  the  day.  But  at 
length,  the  fun  beginning  to  decline,  I  was 
afraid  night  would  furprife  me  in  the  midft  of 
the  defert,  and  We  regained  the  banks  of^h^ 
Orange. 

The  favages  term  this  river  the  traitor ;  and 
nothing  indeed  can  be  more  treacherous  than  its 
fjLjdden  fwellings.  Frequently,  when  its  waters, 
'■•■••  .      ''      arc 
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are  at  the  Jo  weft,  it  will  rife  within  the  fpaceof 
four-and- twenty  hours  to  the  extreme  of  iw 
jhigheft  flood.  Sometimes,  too,  its  inundations 
continue  for  fix  weeks  or  two  months  together. 
Now  this^I  had  to  apprehend ;  and  if  the  ac- 
cident had  happened,  it  would  have  rendered 
my  return  to  the  camp  at  the  deferteld  houfe  of 
Schoenmaker,  where  I  had  left  my  waggons, 
by  no  means  eafy. 

I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  return  to 
the  river  without  delay.  In  truth,  diftant  from 
it  as  we  were,  we  were  obliged  to  haften  our 
inarch,  which,  after  the  extreme  fatigue  of  a 
^ay  fpent  in  the  chace  and  without  food,  waa 
.  a  fevere  toil.  However,  we  reached  it  before 
Bight ;  and  the  next  day  we  fwam  over  agaia 
to  the  ifland.  - 

On  our  landing  we  repaired  diredly  to  the 
hippopotamus,  with  an  intention  to  procure 
from  it  a  farther  fupply  of  food.  On  its  car* 
caf?  was  a  fuperb  vulture,  eagerly  employed  in 
devouring  it.  As  I  had  never  beheld  one  (o 
large,  my  joy  may  eafily  be  conceived^  But 
this  joy  was  detrimental  to  the  accuracy  of  my 
aim  ;  for,  in  my  eagernefs,  I  fhot  too  much  on 
one  fide,  and  wounded  it  but  flightly^ 

7  Though 
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Though  It  had  already  gorged  itfelf  with  a 
confideraUe  quantity  of  flefli  (for,  upon  open- 
ing it,  I  found  in  its  ftomach  no  lefs  a  quantity 
than  fix  pounds  and  half),  yet  its  hunger  and 
voracity  were  fuch,  that  it  ftruck  its  beak  into 
the  carcafe  when  attempting  to  take  wing,  as 
if  defirous  of  carrying  the  whole  of  it  away* 
.  On  the  other  hand,  the  weight  of  the  fleih 
it  had  devoured,  rendering  it  the  more  heavy^ 
it  pould  not  eafily  rife ;  fo  that  we  had  time 
to  reach  it  before  it  was  on  the  wing,  and  we 
endeavoured  to  knock  it  on  the  head  with  the 
butt-ends  of  our  niufkets.  It  defended  itfelf 
*a  long  time  with  great  intrepidity.  It  bit  or 
firuck  at  our  weapons  with  its  beak,  and  its 
ftrength  was  ftill  fo  great  that  every  ftroke 
made  a  mark  on  the  barrel  of  the  piece.  It  was 
fubdued,  however ;  and  the  great  pleafure 
afforded  me  by  the  pofleffion  amply  recom** 
penfed  all  tl)^  labour  and  fatigue  of  my  little 
^xcurfion* 

This  vulture,   now  in  my  colledUon,  and 
tinquedionably.ihe  moft  beautiful  of  its  genus,' 
forms  a  new  fpetie?,  hitherto  wholly  unknown. 
It  is  more  than  three  feet  high,  and  eight  or 
nine  in  breadth  9f  wing.     Its  ftrength  mud' 

have 
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have  been  very  confiderable,  if  we  may  judge 
from  its  mufcles  and  finews ;  and  I  am  per-* 
fuaded  there  is  not  a  ftronger  among  the  whole 
order  of  carnivorous  birds,  not  ejcceptaa^.  the 
famous  condor,  which  fo  many  travellers  have 
feen,  but  of  which  their  defcriptions  are  fo 
different  as  to  render  its  exiftence  extremely 
doubtful.  Thus  much  at  leaft  is  certain^ — ^thcre 
is  no  bird  of  this  kind  in  any  known  collection, 
and  no  naturalift  living  can  affirm  that  he  has 
fecn  it.  It  would  feem  that  all  travellers, 
ftom  their  defire  of  fpeaking  of  this  bird,  have 
leen  fure  to  fee  it,  one  at  Peru,-  goother  in  the 
South  Sea,  a  third  in  Africa,  and  fo  on.  In 
flxort,  it  has  been  met  withevety  where :  and 
Buffon,  ingenious  in  finding  fiiniilitudes,  dit 
covers  it  in  every  very  larg^  bird  naentioned 
by  thefe  nien,  not withftanding  the  little  agree* 
meat  between  their  defcriptions  *. 

I. too  might  eafily  have  fpoken  of  a  con- 
dor;  for  I  have  feen  many  large  birds  of 
prey,  and  among  thofe  which  I  have  prefer- 
ved,  there  are  more  than  otje  that  1  might 
eafily  have  made  pafs  with  the  credulous  for 
this  carrier-off  of  fheep ;  but,  whatever  fudi 

*  Sse  BufFon'8  Nat.  Hift.  o£BirdS|  vol  L  dlttidc  cQodor^ 
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romancers  may  fay,  who  affirm  they  have 
feen  fheep  taken  up  into  the  air  by  condors,  I 
maintain  4hat  there  is  not  a  bird  known  capa- 
ble of  carrying  away  in  its  talons  an  animal  of 
fo   confiderable  a  fizc.     Be  this  as  it  may^ 

r 

the  following  is  a  defcription  of  my  African 
vulture,  which  I  have  not  only  feen,  but 
•brought  away,  and  which  is  ftill  preferved  ia 
m^y  collection. 

Its  feathers,  the  general  hue  of  which  is  a 
Kght  brown,  are  of  a  particular  kind  on  the 
rbreaft,  belly,  and .  fides,  where  they  are  of  un- 
equal lengths,  pointed,  curved  like  the  blade 
of  aiiabre,  and  briftle  up  diftinft  from  each 
other*  ":  The. feathers  being  thus  feparated 
would  difclofe  to  view  the-  Ikin  on  the  breaft^ 
if  it  were  not  completely  covered  with  a  very 
rthick  and  beautiful  white  down,  which  is  eafily 
feen  between  the  ruffled  plumage. 
*  A  celebrated  naturalift  has  faid  that  "  no 
bird  has  eyelaflies,  or  eyebrows,  or  at  leaft 
hair  round  the  eyes  like  that  in  quadru- 
.**  peds."  This  aflertion,  adviinced  as  a  general 
law  of  nature,  is  a  miftake.  Not  only  the  bird 
of  which  I  am  fpeaking  has  this  peculiarity, 
but  we  know  of  many  other  fpecies  in  which 
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it  e^ifts ;  fuch  as  m  general  all  the  calaos^  thei 
fecrctary^  and  fcveral  other  birds  of  prey.  Be- 
lide  thcfe  eyelaihes,  the  vulture  ia  queftioa 
^as  ftifF  black  hairs  oa  its  throat.  All  t^e  head 
m^d  part  of  the  neck  are  bare  c^  feathers ;  and 
the  naked  fkin, /which  is. 'of  a  reddifli  co- 
four,  is  dafhed  in  certain,  places  with  blue,  vio« 
let,  and  white.  The  car,  in  its  external  cir- 
cumference, is  bounded  by  a  prominent  fkiii» 
which  forms  a  fort  of  rounded  conch,  that 
muft  neceiTarily  heighten  the  faQulty  of  heart- 
ing ijn  this  fpecies*  This  kind  of  conch  Is 
prolonged  for  foine  inches,  and  4efceads  dowit 
die  neck,  which  has  induced  me  to .  give  it  the 
epithet  of  oricou^  a  name  that  I  ihall  retain  in 
pxy  hiftory  of  birds,  where  1  fliall  give  a  mi- 
tiUte  defcription  of  it.  In  the  mean  time  I 
ihali  iofert  here  an  accurate  figure  of  this  rare 
vulture. 

Eager  ta  prepare  my  oricou,  I  quitted  the 
iiland  before  funfet,  and  haftened  to  the  ie^ 
hxvk  of  the  Orange,  there  to  pafs  the  night« 
The  next  day  I  continued  my  journey,  ftill 
jfollowing  the  courfe  of  the  river. 
,     Apprehenfive  of  wanting  food,  we  carried 
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Siit  tlie  prec^tution  WaJ  Unneceflarjr,  As  tvtf 
approached  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we  found 
tipon  it  ah  infinite  multitude  of  grdufej  flamin4 
goes,  pihtadbeiSigccife,  ducksj  arid  other  birds  of 
differtdti|)ecies/Thfe  number  was  evenfb  gr^atf 
that  we  made  no  provifion,  gave  durfelves  rid 
concern  iii  the  mortling  for  what  we  diould  fup^  . 
upon  at  night, 

I  found  dfo,  attldng  thefe  birds  intended  for 
our  tablC)  (bme  not  unworthy  to  form  a  part 
of  my  coikdiod.  Thefe  I  prepared  on  the 
ipot ;  and,  that  they  might  not  becofiie  too 
troubiefome  from  the  number  of  the  packiets^ 
I  ftdffed  them  into  thfe  belly  of  my  dricoUi* 
Ivhich  thus  ferved  me  as  a  portmahteaii. 

The  ttees  were  full  of  a  particular  kirict  of 
tnonkeys,  of  which  alfo  I  was  defirbiis  of  pro- 
curing dne  for  my  colledxoti,  fitit  thefe  ani- 
mals were  tod  xurining ;  and,  in  fpite  of  sill 
Qie  ftratagems  we  eiriployed,  We  could  never  , 
get  within  (hot  of  them. 

On  pur  way  we  met  with  three  Hottentots^ 
^ho  were  much  furprifed  at  feeing  us.  One 
of  them  fpdke  fluently  the  Dutch  ianguage^ 
having  lived  a  long  time  in  the  colony.  By 
them  we  were  informed,  that  we  had  at  leaft 

VoLf  IIL  C  e  four 
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four  days. joiimey  before  we  could  reacli  tH* 
mouth  of  the  river ;  that  there  we  fhould  rua 
great  rifle  of.  being  maflacred  by  the  Bo(h-> 
inen,  who  were  numerous  in  all  thofe  parts; 
and  that  we  (hould  find  the  country,  is  we 
proceeded,  more  arid  than  any  we  had  yet 
^  fecn,  I  have  always  fufpe£ked  that  thefe  men 
were  themfelves  fome  of  the  Bofhmen,  of 
whom  they  wiflied  to  infpire  us  with  fear. 
They  had  no  doubt  their  reafons  for  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  us. from  advancing  farther, 
where  their  horde  probably  was;  but  we  could 
never  learn  whence  they  came,  or  what  brought 
them  to  the  place  where  they  found  us.  Thus 
much  is  certain — the  firft  of  thefe  men  that  per- 
ceived us  endeavoured  to  conceal  himfelf,  wa^ 
very  uneafy  when  we  difcovered  him,  and  it 
was  not  till  fome  minutes  after  that  we  found 

> 

there  were  three  of  them.  They  had  all  ar- 
rows which  were  poifoned,  and  each  carried, 
befides,  an  aflagay,  the  point  of  which  was 
formed  of  a  welKharpened  fifli-bone.  This 
adventure  excited  fufpicions  in  our  little  party. 
Too  weak  to  brave  every  danger,  we  held  a 
council;  and,  as  the  time  I  had  intended  to  be- 
(low  on  our  excuriion  was  expired,  we  unani- 

moufly 
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inoufly  agreed  to  return,  and  tepiir  diredly  to 
the  camp  the  way  we  had  come.  As,  how- 
ever, it  would  have  been  very  imprudent  to 
place  any  confidence  in  thefe  three  men,  who 
appeared  to  us  in  fo  very  equivocal  a  light,  I 
compelled  them  to  follow  us  till  we  were  nearly 
arrived.  In  confequence  we  feized  all  their 
arms,  promifing  to  do  them  no  injury,  and 
that  they  ihould  infallibly  be  returned  to  them. 
They  delivered  up  their  weapons  with  a  good 
grace,  but  not  without  difplaying  fymptoms  of 
fear,  and  afluring  us  we  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend, and  that  they  had  no  ill  defign. 
Though  we  profeffed  to  believe  them,  I  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  adt  in  this  manner,  left  they 
ihould  be  fpies  fent  to  get  information  of  our 
numbers  and  ftrength. 

I  much  regretted  this  termination  of  my  ex- 
curfion,  by  which  I  was  prevented  from  feeing 
the  mouth  of  Orange-River,  the  geographical 
(ituation  of  which  Paterfoa  has  laid  down  in 
his  travels  on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Gordon. 
He  places  it  in  the  latitude  of  28''  33^;  and  its 
longitude  **  differs  but  little,"  he  fays,  "  from  . 
that  of  the  Cape/' 

As  I  had  lived  in  the  fame  houfe  ;v^th 

C  c :?  Gordo 
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Gordotl)  and  had  always,  obferved  him*  ibiu* 
puloufly  txadt  in  his  refearches  and  operations^ 
I  confefd  I  could  find  nothing  like  his  ftyle  in 
this  phrafeology ;  and  I  v&ras  the  more  furprifed, 
as^  accordii^  to  all  the  bed  maps,  this  pretended! 
differs  but  Jit  tie  is  a  difference  in  reality  of  at 
leaft  thirty  leagues.    I  fuppofe,  therefore,  Pa- 
terfori's  mempry  to  have  failed  him,  and  that, 
not  recolIed:ing  the  Colonel's  €xa(9:  expteflicm, 
he  fubftituted  in  its  dead  a  vague  and  errone- 
ous expreffion  of  his  own* 
,    After  fleclaring  to  our  prlfoners  that  we 
would  (boot  them  without  hefitation  if  they 
attemptejj  to  efcape,  we  returned  towards  the 
jcamp  the  way  we  had  agreed*     On  the  road, 
the  Hottentot  of  the  colony,  of  whom  I  have 
fpoken,  had  the  appearance  of  refuming  his 
pfual  tranquillity  ;   but  his  two  comrades  dis- 
played confiderable  embarraflment  and  dejec- 
tion.    At  night  they  feemed  to  take  heart  a 
little,  converfed  with  us,  and  gave  themielves 
eut  for  Lefs  Nimiquas,  whofe  language  in  fa£t 
they  {poke.     Thia  did  riot  prevent  tny  watch- 
ing them :  they  might;  be  Lefs  Nimiquas,  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  be  Boflimen  or  malrfacr       I 
to(s ;  for  I  have  already' rtfai^tked  tnore  than 

once* 
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once,  that  the  Bofhmen  in  general  arc  vaga- 
bonds of  every  nation^  who  aflbclate  together 
to  rob  and  plunder  all  travellers  indifcrimi* 
nately. 

Before  we  retired  to  fleep,  I  oordered  that 
feme  one  fhould  keep  watch  till  midnight,  and 
then  that  another  fhould  take  his  place  till 
break  of  day.  Klaas  took  the  firft  watch,  and 
was  relieved  by  another,  who  probably  fell 
afl«p,  for  towards  day  one  of  my  people  cried 
to  arms,  and  awakened  us  in  hade.  ^  He  was 
'ftruggUng  with  one  of  the  Lefs  Nimiquas,  who 
attempted  to  take  from  him  his  fufee :  but 
we  no  fboner  appeared^  than  the  Nimiqua  let 
go  lus  hold,  and  ran  off  with  fpeed.  His  com« 
rade  was  already  gone.  Hie  Hottentot  we 
flopped.  I  ordered  his  hands  to  be  tied  be- 
hind him,  and  his  legs  to  be  bound,  fo  that 
be  could  not  run  away  and  efcape  from  us. 
While  we  were  thus  fettering  him,  he  call- 
ed to  his  two  comrades  with  all  his  might  j 
but  they  took  care  not  to  return.  Hepto- 
teft^d  ^^  innocence^  and  declared  he  had 
no  concern  in  die  plot  either  of  running 
away  or  robbing  us  of  our  fire-arms.  We  pre- 
tfoded  to  believe  faim  ;  but  in  the  meari  tithe 
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1  did  not  let  himloofe  on  the  credit  of  his  Word* 
I  promifed,  however,  that  no  harm  ftiould  be 
done  him,  unlefs  an  attack  were  made  upon  us, 
when  he  might  be  affured  he  fhould  ,be  the 
firft  vidim.     This  little  ndaurnal  adventure 
convincing  us  that  we  had  really  reafon  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  the  Bolhmen,  we  took  the  re^ 
folution  of  quitting  the  trees  by  the  river's 
fide   and  marching  acrofs  the  plain,  where, 
being  more  open,  we  ran  lefs  rifque  of  being 
furprifed.      Our  fettered  Hottentot  retarded 
.  our  progrefs  confiderably,  fo  that  we  were  obli- 
ged to  untie  his  legs  in  order  to  advance  with 
:greatei:  fpeed.     When  we  were  four  leagues 
.from'the  camp,  night  overtook  us  j  and,  not- 
'Withftanding  our  wifh  to  arrive  there  as  foon 
^as  poSMiiy  we  were  obliged  to .  halt,  being 
completely  fatigued  with  the  journey  of  the 
.day,  in  which  we  had  travelled  atleaft  a  dozen 
Jeagues  over'a  fandy  country,  and  unflieltered 
from  the 'beams  of  a  fcorching  fun.     Having 
taken  all  neceflary  precautions  to  prevent  the 
cfcape  of  our  prifoner,  we  pafled  the  night  in 
perfc£t  quiet.     At  day-break,  having  nothing 
more  to  fear  from  his  connexions  as  we  were 
.  lb  pigh  the  camp  J  I  ordered  him  be  unbound 
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tnd  fet  at  liberty,  advifing  him,  however,  not 
to  appear  again  near  any  place  where  I  was 
travelling.  Refuming  our  way,  we  arrived  at 
the  camp  at  an  ejirly  hour. 

I  found  there  a  Kaminouqua  chief,  a  mau 
in  years,  with  about  twenty  of  his  people,  who 
waited  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  me,  and  offer  me 
a  live  ant-bear,  which  he  had  juft  caught.  This 
animal,  very  difficult  to  be  procured,  and  by  no 
'  means  common  in  cabinets  of  natural  hiftory, 
hides  itfelf  in  the  ground,  and  hunts  only  by 
night.  Like  thofe  of  Guiana  and  other  known 
countries,  it  lives  entirely  on  dnts.  It  attacks 
even  the  termites  in  their  fubterrahcan  retreats  ; 
and  nature  has  given  it  long  broad  claws,  a 
little  crooked,  both  on  the  ford  and  hind  ftet, 
with  which  it  opens  and  breaks  to  pieces  their 
nefts,  arid  with  which  it  digs  its  own  burrow. 
In  the  fhape  as  Well  as  in  the  length  of  its. 
tongue,  which  was  fi^^teen  inches,  it  refembled 
ant-bears  in  general  j  but  in  other  refpedts  it 
differed  from  them,  particularly  in  having  a 
fmooth  tail,  and  its  body  covered  with  ft  iff 
ihort  hair.  This  animal,  which  is  cxlremc- 
ly  fat,  is  coniidered  by  the  Hottentots  and 
planters  as  delicious  food,  to  which  no  other 
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c^a  be  pomparedi  The  Kaminouqua^ 'wIiq 
brought  it  to  me  talked  in  the  fame  Ayle^  I 
was  defirpua  of  tailing  it  after  it  wa^  kHIed  ^ 
but  I  found  in  it  fuch  a  muiky  flavour^  an4  fQ 
execrable  a  tafle  of  ants,  that  I  wa3  obliged 
Inilantly  to  fpit  out  the  morfel  I  put  into  m^ 
mouth.  What  was  to  me  fo  dif^i^ee^^^ 
was  the  yery  circumil^ce  that  rendered  it  ex^ 
quidte  to^  the  palate  of  thp  fayages*  Npc*  ^ 
this  to  be  wondered  at,  (ince,  eatlog  with  eager?* 
ixefs  the  nypiphs  of  ants,  it  is  natural  thef 
ihould  reliih  fieih  that  has  a  iimilar  ta^e. 

This  antrbe^r  is  called  in  the  colonies^  erd^ 
vpricn  (earth  hog) 9  f^4  .^J  the  Kamipouqua^ 

i  wo^d  g)adly  have  treated  the  ek^ef  an4 
his  companio9s  with  brandy,  by  way  of  teQafyr 
ing  my  gratitude  for  the  pref^nt  they  had  im^« 
jnp ;  but  I  haye  already  faid,  that,  oq  my  retnnj 
to  my  camp  at  Orange- River  after,  an  pxcur^ 
fipn  of  fpur  inonth^,  my  caiks,  etitrufted  tq 
the  care  of  Swanepoel,  were  almoft  empty.  ][ 
'  bad  filled  four  fmaH  bottles  out  of  what  wa§ 
Jcft  by  way  pf  referve,  and  the  remainder  I  had 
given  to  p,y  people,  teUing  theig  that  they 
would  have  no  more  fi'ommetill  we  arrived 
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ft:  thc'cokmy,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to 
iJrink  it  up  »t  once^  or  huiband  it^  juft  aa  the^ 

jChought  proper^   . 

This  fl^iider  ftare„  w^ich  it  was  mecefiarf 

fot/n^  tOL.  keep  for  cxtraordsoary  opcafipns^ 
I  could  not  think  of.confUiiiing  atpnce/by 
giviag  «r  bQipt)^  to  each,  of  niy  guefts.  I  tr«at« 
ed>  tl^er^foF^  9aly  th^  cbief^  and  four  aged 
Kaminouqvia^i  wiiom  I  diftiaguifhed  in  th^ 
^opp,  intepdliPig  to  recompehie  the  adienhf 
^  prefeat  of  fOiM  toys ;  and  upon  thia  occisifioa 
I  witnefled  an  ailkmi  ass  {  have  elfewhetie  tneor 
fiopedi  thf^t  Bkd  me  widi  admifatioa  a44 
^fttem. 

.  The  chief,  unwilling  to  enjoy  alone  a  plea* 
iiire  not  fiiaied  by  his  companions,  his  friends, 
and  brothers,  kept  |n  his  mouth  the  liquor 
he  might  have  fwallowed^  and,  approaching 
^is  lips  to  theirs,  thu9  diftributed  it,  one  after 
another,  apiong  all  his  people,  referving  fc^ 
Jumfelf  npthipg  but  the  feeling  and  the  fla* 
vour.  The  four  old  men  followed  his  ex« 
ample ;  and,  by  this  fmgular  mode  of  fliaring 
|t,  evety  one  p^ook  of  the  gift* 

Men  of  delicacy,  people  of  fafhkm,  it  is  to 
vp)x  this  noble  l^flToQ  jtf  addrefled  I    It  will  ex« 

cite, 
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dte^  no  doubt,  your  dilguft.  Your  cleanly 
laoutha,  your  falv£-foftened  lips,  would  refufe 
this  fraternal  communication.  -  For  my  p^rt,  I 
vas  moved  even  to  tears,  and  throwing  myfelf 
iirtQ  the  arms  of  tSiis  venerable  chief  I  prefied 
Wtii  clofely  to  my  heart* 

Id.  the  courfe  of  my  laft  day's  journey,  I 
Jiad'obferved  on  tlie  way  a  tree,  with  an  enor- 
mbui  «nbft  of  thofe  bir^s  to  which  I  have 
giveu^.tiie  appellation  of  republicans ;  and  I 
bad  rintended,  asrfooa  as  I  arrived  at  my  camp, 
toisnd'  iXkdl  have. it  cut  down,  that  I  might 
0p6n  the:hivje,  and  examine  its  ilrudure  in  its 
minuteft  parts.  Accordingly  I  difpatched  a 
iewf  jriaefrwith  a  waggon  to  bring  it  to  me* 
When  it  arrived^:  I  :cut  it  to'  pieces  with  a 
h^tchfet^  and  few  that  the  principal  and  fun- 
damental piece  con/ified  of  a  mafs  of  Bofh- 
mmi^  grafsi  without  any  lAixture,  but  fo 
compaA  and  firpily  knit  together  as  to  be 
impen^iable  td  the  rain.  This  nucleius  is 
the  cdrrimencement  of  the  ftrudure ;  and 
each  bird  builds^  and  applies  to  it  its  particular 
neft.  But  thefe  cells  are  formed  only  beneath 
and!  around  the  mafsj  the  tipper  furface  re- 
»aiil8  void,  without,  however^  being  ufelefs  j 

for, 
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Jbr^  as  It  has  a  proje^ing  rim,  and;  is  aJittlc 
inclined,  it  fervesito  let  the  water  run  oiF,  and 
preferves  each  dwelling  from  the  rain;.  Figure 
to  yourfclf  a  huge  irregular  mafs,  the  fummk 
forming  a  kind  of  ropf,  and  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  furface  completely  cdv^red  with  cells 
fqueezed  one  againft  another,  and  yqu  wiU 
have  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  of  thefe  finguh^r 
edifices.  ••    . 

Each  cell  is  three  or  four  inichea  in  diameter, 
which  is  fufficient  for  the  bird.     But  as  the/ 
are  all  in  contad:  with  one  another  through 
.  the  greater  part  of  the  furface  of  the  mafs, 
they  appear  to  the  eye  to  form  but  one  huild- 
ing,  and  are  didinguifhable  from  each  other 
onlyj  by  a  little  external  aperture,  which  ferves 
as  an  entrance  to  the  neft ;  and  even  this  is 
'  fometimes  common  to  three  different  nefts^ 
,  one  of  which  is  fituated  at  the  bottom,  and 
_the  other  ^wo  at  the  fides, 
,    Paterfon  in  his  travels  mentions  this  fubjed 
of  natural  hiftory  j  but  his  attention  being  too 
much  employed  by  others  which  were  marc 
particularly  interefting  to  him,  he  was  unable 
to    examine  it  with  fufficient  care.     Accord- 
ing to  him,  the  number  of  cells  increafing  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  iahabitants,  the 

old 
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old  ones  become  "  flecping-rooms,  and  driets 
^  of  communication^  formed  by  line  and  level.^ 

No  doubt,  as  the  republic  increaies  the  celfe 
muft  be  multiplied  alfo^  But  k  is  eafy  to 
imagine^  that,  as  the  augmentation  can  take 
place  only,  on  the  furface,  the  new  building^ 
will  heceflarily  cover  the  old  onAs,  Which  muft 
therefore  be  abandoned. 

Should  thefe  even^  contrary  to  all  probabl- 

lity,  be  able  to  fubfift,  it  may  be  prefumed 

that  the  dq)th  of  their  fituation,  by  preventing 

-any  Circulation  and  renewal  of  the  air,  wou£i 

ft       * 

» render  them  fo  extremely  hot  as  to  be  iminha^ 

"bitable.     But  while  Acy  thus  became  n&lefs, 

they  would  remain  what  they  were  before^ 

real  nefts,  and  change  neither  into  ftreets  ndr 

lleeping-rooms  *.  - 

The  large  neft  that  I  examined,  was  one  of 
-Ac  moft  confiderable  I  had  any  where  feen  m 
the  courfe  of  my  journey,  and  contained  thfitc 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabited -celTs,  which,  fup^ 
pofing  a  male  and  female  to  each,  announce 's^ 
fociety  of  fix  hundred  and  forty  individuals^ 

*  We  find  in  Paterfon  a  particular  account  of  the  nefta 

in  queftion,  bu^  nothing  that  at  all  anfw^rs  to  the  idea  of 

fleeping-rooms,  which  U  pro^bly  a  nn((;oncept^oa  of  A^ 

y.Knch  trsjnljator,    Tj,  , 

6  '§uch 
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Such  a  calculation,  however,  would  net  be. 
€XSMSt«  I  have  ipoken  above  of  birds  among 
whi^h  one  male  is  in  cooamon  to  feveral  fe*- 
mates,  becaufe  the  females  are,  much  more 
numerous  than  the  males.  The  fame  is  the 
cafe  v^ith  many  other  fpecies,  both  in  the 
environs  of  the  Cape  and  in  the  colony ;  hue 
It  is  particularly  fo  among  the  republicans. 
Whenever  I  have  fired  at  a  flock  of  thefe 
birds,  I  have  always  killed  four  times  as  many 
females  as  males* 

For  the  reft,  thefe  Hrds  have  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  their  plumage.  It  is  an  uniform 
brown  grey,  diverfified  by  a  few  black  fpota 
on  the  fides,  and  a  large  patch  of  the  fame  co% 
lour,  oa  the  throat.  The  male  is  a  little  larger 
than  the  female ;  in  other  refpe^s  they  exadly 
ir^femble  each  other. 

I;  often  happens  that  one  republic  ih  ex^ 
pelled  by  another.  This  may  eafily  be  con* 
ceived ;  and  I  have  already  haid  occafion  to 
remark,  that  I  had  feen  one  of  their  townftv 
become  the  conqueft  of  a  troop  of  little 
parrots.  ^         ♦ 

.    The  birds  that  commit  thefe  depredations 
^€  thofe  which,  like  the  barbets,  pies,  titmice, 
i  an<J 
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and  the  parrots  I  have  juft  mentioned,  pofleft 
.  a  fuperiority  in  offenfive  weapons,  by  the 
ftrength  of  their  bills,  which  the  weak  and 
unfortunate  proprietor's  cannot  refift.  But 
among  thefe  intruders  are  none  but  fuch  as 
make  their  nefts  in  holes,  or  the  hollows  of 
trees,  like  the  fpecies  I  have  enumerated. 

The  republicans,  not  being  known  iit  the 
colonies,  have  no  Dutch  name.  The  Nimi- 
quas  call  them  in  their  language  anagues^  with 
the  clapping  prefixed. 

1  remained  five  weeks  at  the  hermitage  of 
Schoenmaker.     At  length  I  quitted  it,  to  vifit 
a  horde  of  Lefs  Nimiquas,  about  five  leagues 
from  our  camp,  where  a  grand  hunt  of  fpring- 
bock  antelopes  was  to  take  place.    The  chief 
had  invited  us  to  be  of  the  party,  not  doubting 
but  our  fire-arms  would  contribute  greatly  to 
its  fuccefs.     I  accepted   the  invitation  with 
pleafure,  as  much  with  a  view  to  render  them 
a  fervice,  as  again  to  fee  a  hunt  of  the  nature 
of  thofe  which  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
menuon.    It  was  poffible,  too,  this  might  pre- 
fent  me  with  fome  new  circumftances   and 
particular  manoeuvres.     The  party  was  ap-^ 
pointed  for  the  next  day ;  and  all  were  bufy^ 
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xnen^  women,  and  children,  in  making  the  iie« 
ceflary  preparations. 

At.  the  entrance  of  a  defile  formed  by  two 
hills,  two  rows  of  (lakes  were  planted  ;  which^ 
placed  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  othet 
like  the  trees  of  a  grove,  gradually  diverged  as 
the  row  lengthened,  till  they  reached^  a  cdn- 
fiderable  way  into  the  plain.  The  ftakes  were 
three  feet  high,  and  had  a  thong  pafled  along 
their  tops,  from  one  to  another.  To  this 
thong,  here  and  there  i  oftrich  feathers  were 
hung. 

But  as  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to 
have  procured  thongs  enough  to  extend  the 
whole  length  of  the  two  rows,  where  thcr 
were  wanting,  the  flakes  were  furnifhed  with 
bundles  of  oftrich  feathers,  wings  of  birds, 
ends  of  tails,  pieces  of  fkins,  and  even  whole  ^ 
kroftes ;  any  thing,  in  fhort,  that  it  was  thought 
might  ferveto  frighten  the  game. 

The  fnare  began  at  the  very  opening  of  the 
defile,  where  were  dug,  chequerwife,  about 
iwerity  pitSi  ten  feet  deep  by  fix  or  feven  wide^ 
and  covered  on  the  furface  fo  as  to  be  com- 
pletely  hidden,  though  fo  (lightly  that  the  leaft 
weight  would  break  in  the  coveringt     The 

chace 


/    -   I  » 


400  TRAVfeLS    IM 

ckace  oooiiftedHn*  osaklng  the  aotdopes^  ^kt 

rP      ^0^ between  the  two  rows  offtakes;  oacp  there f 

**^     ^teey  were  eafilr  drivjea  into,  the  defile  where 

^"'      ^  y  tjic  pits  were  dug*     Sudi  as  pafloi  over  theie 

^  ^  pits  without  UimUiogmfdl  into:  otfaar.amfauT^ 

«;ades»  whtre  the  people  of  the  horde  waited 

,  for  theni)  lying  flat  on  their  bditet^  to  fliooC 

then»  vrith  their  arrows  the  moment  tfaey^ 

iflSied  from  the  defile. 

The  whple  of  the  day  was  etnployied  ii* 
conveying  to  the  place  and  erodiog .  the  ap- 
paratus I  have  defcribed;  and  the  next  day^ 
at  three  in  the  mdrning>  ^e  fijt  oflF  for  the 
rendezvous/  Ajs  it  was  at  fome  diftanqe,  we 
did  not  arrive  there  till  break  of  day«  I 
mounted  one  of  my  horfes,  and  Kiaas  ano^ 
iher;  and  I  was  followed  by  foine  rf  m/ 
hunters,  and  air  my  dogs  in  theiir  leafhes.- 
Several  of  the  favages  of  the  horde  remained 
with  me,  while  the  reft  placed  themfelve^  iok 
atnbufcade  along  the  paiifadesi  to  prevent  thef 
•ntelopeei  from  leaping  over* 

As  the  fun  was  rifihg  we  percfelvied,  abou^ 
Haifa  league  from  us,  a  confiderabte  herd  of" 
fpring-bocks  chafed  by  a  party  of  the  fevages* 
1  directed  my  people  to  advanee  in  iile  along 

one 
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bnc  of  Its  flanks,  that  thereby  the  herd  might 
imperceptibly  be  driven  between  the  flakes. 
We  foott  got  near^  and  began  to  prefs  them 
more  dofcly.  At  length,  when  I  faw  th^t 
thofe  ivho  took  the  lead  were  fairly  entered 
into  the  tunnel,  I  and  Klaas  drove  full  gallop 
after  their  rear,  (houting  aloud,  and  firing  our 
fiifees  and  piftols,  while  my  party  feconded 
lis  by  the  difcharge  of  theirs,  and  the  others 
by  their  cries. 

This  noife  was  a  fignal  for  the  favages  con- 
cealed near  the  flakes,  who  all  rofe  up,  making 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  hideous  yell,  that  the 
uproar  became  tremendous.  The  animals, 
frightened  and  urged  on  all  fides,  prefTed  dif^ 
orderly  upon  one  another,  as  they  fled  in  a 
column,  and  exhibited  an  amuiing  fpedlacle. 

Curious  to  know  what  pafTed  at  the  head 
and  near  the  pits,  I  galloped  thither,  expe<ft- 
ing  to  find  them  filled  by  the  antelopes 
tumbling  in  in  heaps.  But  I  was  deceived. 
Thefe  animals  are  extremely  cunning,  .  The 
leading  ones  only  fell  into  the  trap  j  which  the 
reft,  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  it,  efcaped  by 
leaping  over. 

For  morel:han  half  an. hour  that  the  pafTage 

Vol,  III,  D  d  con- 
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continued,  this  leaping  ceafed  not  a  moment ; 
and  never  did  I  witaefs  a  fpedadc  limilar  to 
what  was  afforded  by  thefe  thoufands  of  ani- 
mals^ running,  like  th«  wind,  and  half  of  them 
at  a  time  in  the  air. 

Some  were  killed  by  our  (hot,  fomc  by  our 
dogs,  and  others  ftifled  in  the  tlirong;  bur 
thirty-feven  only  were  found  in  the  pLts  j  and 
even  moft  of  tbefe  were  in  the  firft  holes. 
The  Nimiquas  alfo  had  wounded  feveral  with 
their  poifoned  arrows  ;  and^  though  thefe  fled 
away  with  the  reft,  th^y  hoped  foon  to  find 
them. 

This  hunt  did  not  at  isAl  fh-ike.  me  as  being 
very  fuccefsful.  Confidering,  indeed,  tlje  pre- 
parations that  were  made,  and  the  quantity  of 
g^me  we  faw,  I  even  thought  it  a  bad  one^ 
The  people,   however,   were   of  a   different 

» 

opinion,  and  told  me  that  fo  wonderful  a 
one  had  riot  been  known  in  tlie  memory  of 
man. 

They  commonly  deemed  themfelves  fortu- 
nate if  they  procured  a  dozen  antelopes.  Fre- 
quently they  had  even  the  vexation  not  to  gee 
more  than  a  fmgle  one;  which  happened  fome- 
times  W'hen  the  herd  was  fmall,  or  when,  the 

oumber 
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number  of  people  employed  to  ftart  and  lie  in 
Wait  to  frighten  the  game  being,  too  few;  the 
animals,  lefs  terrified,  fled  with  lefs  precipita- 
tion;  In  fuch  cafes  the  leading  antelope  only- 
fell  ihto  the  ihare  ;  the  reft,  warned  by  his  fall, 
leaped  over  the  pits;  In  fa£t,  I  had  perceived 
in  the  prefent  hunt  the  truth  of  this  remark  ; 
and  it  may^  be  inferred,  that  our  fuccefshad 
been  chiefly  owing  to  my  guns  and  my  dogs. 

Our  game  was  now  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
kraal ;  but  the  day  being  too  far  advancedj 
we  agreed  to  defer  this  bufinefs  till  the  next 
day,  and  to  fpcnd  the  night  on  the  field  of 
battle.  We  fent,  however,  for  fojne  oxen; 
At  day-break  they  arrived ;  and  we  returned 
to  the  horde  in  triumph j  attended  by^  the  pro^ 
duce  of  our  chace.  ,  , 

This  was  fufficienily  abundant  to  give  every 
family  reafon  to.  rejoice.  Equal  portions  were 
diftributed  to  each,  and  part  was  employed  to 
furnifti  out  a  regale,  to  which  the  horde  added 
■fome  fat  fheep :  for  among  the  favages  thf  re 
can  be  no  feafting  without  fat,  and  particularly 
that  of  mutton.  The  feaft  was  concluded  by' 
a  dance,  which  continued  all  night ;  the  party 

D  d  a  not 
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not  breaking  up  tUl  the  fun  macle  its  ap« 
pearance. 

While  they  were  all  pteparing  to  fleep,  I 
took  leave  of  my  guefts,  and  diredled  my  fteps 
acrofs  the  long  Valley  of  Spring-bocks.  The 
valley  had  no  name  ;  but  I  fo  called  it  on  ac- 
count of  a  vaft  herd  of  thefe  animals,  which  I 
found  there,  and  which  was  more' numerous 
than  any  1  had  ever  feen.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
exceeding  the  truth,  if  I  fay  it  was  eompoC- 
ed  of  fixty  or  eighty  thoufand.  In  fhort^ 
the  whole  day  was  fpent  in  travelling  feveo 
leagues,  and  all  the  way  we  faw  nothing  but 
fpring-bocks  before  us,  and  on  every  fidcr 
They  feemed  to  fill  thse  valley  and  block  up 
the  paflage  againft  us* 

The  next  morning  we  were  able  to  advance 
no  more  than  three  leagues ;  but  it  was  for 
another  reafon.  In  paffing  a  difficult  road, 
one  of  my  waggons  was  overturned.  The 
pole  was  broken,  as  were  three  fpokes  of  the . 
hind  wheels  ;  and,  to  increafe  our  misfortune,- 
we  were  obliged  to  Unload  it  before  we  could 
get  it  up  again. 

The  lofs  of  the  pole  was  eafily  fupplied,  as^ 

I  had 


A  F  R  I  C  A.  . 


405 


I  had  a  fpare  one  under  each  waggon ;  but  it 
required  fome  time  to  repair  the  wheel ;  and, 
the  place  not  being  convenient  for  the  pur« 
pofe,  I  deferred  it  till  the  next  day.  A  few 
branches  were  interwoven  between  the  fpokes 
of  the  wheels  to  fupport  the  broken  ones  j  the 
waggon  was  lightened,  by  diflributlng  part  of 
its  load  between  the  other  two ;  and  in  this 
ftate  we  were  able  to  proceed  four  leagues  far«- 
ther.  and  arrive  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  which 
sdForded  us  a  favourable  fituation  for  our  en- 
campment, and  the  repair  of  the  wheel  of  the 
c^rrifkge.  It  was  the  12th  of  July:  a  mcr 
morable  day-r-which  I  fhall  never  forget,  a^  I 
was  then  firft  attacked  by  a  difeafe,  which  had 
nearly  coft  me  my  life :  it  was  memorable 
alfo  on  another  account,  and  I  fhall  always 
recali  it  to^  mind  with  fecret  fatisfadion,  for 
it  procured  me  the  pleafure  of  doing  a  good 
lidion,  and  rendering  a  whole  family  happy. 
On  ray  arrival  1  felt  myfelf  not  well ;  I  had 
a  fhivering,  and  a  great  heavinefs  in  my  head. 
But  thefe  fymptoms  did  not  alarm  me,  as  I 
afcribed  them  to  the  extreme  fatigue  I  had 
undergone  in  my  excurfion  towards  the  north 

pf  Orange-River,  together  with  that  of  niy 
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laft  hunt.  With  this  idea,  fuppofing  that  afl 
I  wanted  was  reft,  I  went  and  lay  down  in  my 
waggon,  in  order  to  relieve  myfelf  by  fleep— ? 
which,  however,  I  was  not  fated  to  find. 

Klaas  in  the  mean  while  direSed  my  tent 
to  be  pitched.  As  this  was  doing,  he  per-r 
ceived  at  a  diftance  a  waggon  that  appeared  to. 
bend  its  coiirfe  toward  us,  and  he  ran  to  inform 
me  of  the  circumflance  as  a  piece  of  good 
news.  More  than  a  year  had  elapfed  fince  I 
had  received  any  letters  from  the  Cape.  I 
was  totally  ignorant  of  what  had  happened 
there  fiQce  my  departure;  and  thefe  ftrangers 
would  perhaps  bring  me  information. 

This  thought  made  'me  forget  my  iUnels. 
I  leaped  inftantly  out  of  bed,  and  ran  to  meel 
them.  '       ' 

The  waggon  was  drawn  by  a  t^m  of  ten 
oxen,  under  the  guidance  of  five  Hottentots. 
Three  lean  cows  and  a  fpw  Iheep  foUowed 
them.  The  travellers  themfelves  were  four  ii^ 
liumber,  a  tnan,  his  wife,  and  two  children. 
But  men,  waggon,  and  animals,  indicated  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  did  the  garments  that  co- 
yered  even  the  matter  and  miftrefs. 

I  was  involuntarily  inoved  with  pity  at  the 

•        fights 
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'  fight.  They  on  the  contrary  teftlfied  the  inoft 
lively  joy  at  feeing  me-  Theirx  eyes,  their 
looks,  their  motions,  every  thing  declared  it. 
The  man  and  his  wife  in  particular  could  not 
exprefs  their  fatisfadion.  The  meeting  me, 
they  faid,  was  the  height  of  felicity ;  and  they 

*  ihould  confider  this  day  as  the  moll  fortunate 
of  their  lives* 

Having  never  feen  them  before,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  conceive  the  reafon  of  this 

;joy,  which  was^  fo  ftrikingly  contrafted  by 
their  indigence  and  rags.  I  was  eager  to  know 
it ;  yet,  till  we  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  their 
waggon  was  drawn  up  by  minq,  I  could  not 
well  aflc  them  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity.  I  then 
conduced  them  to  my  tent,  offered  them 
fome  refrelhment,  which  they  accepted,  and 
we  entered  into  converfation. 

The  hulband,  who,  as  well  as  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Africa,  was  one  of  thofe  weak  and 
Inconfiderate  men^  of  whom  <ve  meet  fo 
many  every  day,  and  who,  defirous  of  eafe 
and  the  comforts  of  this  life,  but  naturally  in- 
dolent, feek  to  enrich  themfelves  in  forne  ihort 
w;ay,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  more  fpeedily 
happinefs  and   quiet.     This  man,  feeing  no 

D  d  4.  'mode 
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mode  in  the  colqiiy  of  making  ^  fortune  f& 
rapidly  as  lie  wiflied,  and  having  heard  of  the 
acquifitions  that  hs^d  b^en  n^^de  among  the  Ni-? 
miquas  by  certain  individuals,  took  it  into  hia 
head  to  vifit  them  in  like  manner ;  flattering 
himfelf,  th^t  in  their  country  he  fliould  meet 
with  what  he  had  in  vain  fought  for  at  home^ 
and  never  once  dr^aniing  th?it  whereveV  acti- 
vity, induftry,  and  goad  fenfe  are,  qualities  tQ 
which  he  appeared  to  have  no  claioi,  there  alfa 
fortune  is  to  be  found  and  no  where  elf^ 
The  wonders  of  the  Nimiqua  I^nd  he  had 
long  heard  of,  and  he  had  often  been  advifed 
to  fettle  in  this  pretended  para^ife,  where  all 
the  wealth  of  the  globe,  and  all  its  mojft  valu-* 
able  produ^ions,  awaited  his  coming. 

Several,  it  is  triie,  while  they  confirmed  the 
fables  that  prevailed  refpedin^  the  wealth  of 
this  country,  fo  abundant  in  mines  of  gold, 
had  terrified  him  at  the  fame  time  by  the  nu- 
merous  obftacles  >vhich  they  told  ](xim  he 
would  have  to  contend  vyith.  They  fpoke  of 
Boftimen,  tigers,  lions,  and  w^W,  bes^fts  of 
every  kind  j  and  thefe,  they  faid,  were  wha^ 
prevented  the  planters  from  fettling  there. 

Foy  a  time,  thefe  fabulous  terrors  had  reij- 


A>F  R  I  C  A.  409 

tiered  him  wavering ;  but  the  thirft  of  goI4 
.ha(l  jit  length  prevailed ;  ^nd  th^  ajmpft  i:eT*t 
tainty  of  finding  it  bad  led  him  thus  far  on  hia 
way.  Five  wrenched  Hottentots  attpnd^d  bim 
in  thi«  wearifome  pllgrim^e. 

B7  report  my  name  had  been  *known  tq 
turn  in  the  colony^  and  he  had  juft  learne4 
th^it  i  had  traverfed  the  country  near  thf 
Orange*  In  confequence  he  inquired  aft^ 
^y  route,  and  directed  hi^  courfe  fp  as  to  fall 
in  with  nie.  Chance  had  favoured  him  be- 
yond .  his  e^pedations  \  and  thence  4rofe  the 
extraordinary  joy  he  tc(Ufie(i  at  feeing  me. 

Th^  converfation,  as  will  readily  be  fup- 
pofed,  almoft  wholly  turned  on  theUnd  of 
pf pmife  towj^ds  whiph  be  was  travelliqgr— that 
wonderful  land,  fo  fertile  in  gold,  filver,  and 
rubies,  that  he  was  to  pick  them  up  by  hand- 
fuls  along  the  rocks  s^nd  in  the  rivers  !  H^ 
talked  with  rapture  of  thefe  imaginary  tre*- 
fures.  Perfuaded,  no  doubt,  that  my  wagr- 
gons  were  loaded  with  them,  he  expedited 
from  my  civility  th^t  I  fliould  dir^d  him  tp 
their  bedsi ;  and  had  depended  on  obtaining 
from  me  all  the  information  he  wanted, 

X  allowed  him  to  y ent  ^t  his  eafe  all  th$  fot- 

Ues 
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lies  with  which  his  head  had  been  fluffed,  and 
made  it  a  point  not  to  interrupt  him.  The 
idea  of  opening  his  eyes  and  deftroying  hopes 
which,  mad  and  chimerical  as  they  were,  ren- 
dered him  happyj  was  ahfolutejy  painful  tp  me. 
To  diflipate  his  illufion,  and  tell  him  the  truth, 
was  to  render  him  miferable :  ytt  was  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  done.  I  ordered,  therefore,  all  the 
fpecimens  of  minerals,  all  the  (tones  and  co- 
loured cryftals,  which  J  and  my  people  had 
colleded,  to  be  placed  before  him ;  and  fhow-^ 
ing  him  this  fuppofed  wealth,  the  nature  and 
value  of  which  he  might  himfelf  examine  and 
appreciate,  '^  This,'*  faid  1  to  him,  "  is  what 
"  you  will  find/* 

The  exhibition  was  a  thunderftroke  to  this 
deluded  and  happy  couple.  They  ran  their 
eyes  over  the  different  fuhftances,  *nd  thea 
looked  at  each  other  with  an  air  of  dejedion 
and  amazement  which  it  is  eafier  to  imagine 
than  defcribe.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  mode 
of  convincing  them,  they  ftill  appeared  at  in- 
tervals perplexed  and  undecided  in  their  minds. 
Becaufe  I  did  not  fhow  them  money  ready 
coined,  it  did  not  follow  th^t  nothing  to  coin 
it  with  was  to  be  found  in  the  country.     The 

illuiiou 
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fllufion  every  moment  returned  to  their  minds  a 
they  let  agaifift  my  teftimony  the  unanimous 
affertions  of  the  plant(^rs,  and  theconftant  tra- 
dition of  fourl'core  years.  Soon,  however,  the 
curtain  dropped  again ;  the  truth  once  mor? 
flared  them  in  the  face  ;  and  the  falfe  opinion 
they  ha4  conceived  from  what  had  been  told 
them  was  at  length  completely  diffipated. 

To  fuffer  them  any  longer  tp  remain  in  this 
painful  ftate  WQuld  have  been  cruel  in  me* 
Difappointment  w^s  already  figured  oft  their 
counteniances,  ^nd  their  fixed  dejeded  look 
denoted  how  profound  was  their  forrow.     I 

« 

had  deftroycd  all  their  hopes ;  they  were  too 
well  convinced  for  their  happinefsj  and  I 
thought  it  time  to  revive  their  fpirits,  by  fub- 
ftituting  rational  fchemes  for  wild  and  fenfelefs 
chimeras. 

Ignorance  mifreprefents  in  its  accoimts  the 
ill  as  much  as  the,  good ;  becaufe,  unable  to 
-  eftimate  the  value  of  either,  it  exaggerates  both. 
When  imaginary  treafures  had  been  announ- 
ced to  thcfe  people,  they  had  at  the  fame  time 
been  terrified  by  dangers  equally  unfounded. 
It  was  nectflary  therefore,  in  the  firil  place,  to 
ijlifljpatc  their  fears,  and  reprefent  the  country 
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to  which  they  were  going,  juft  as  it  was,  with«^ 
put  any  deception. 

Relating  to  them  nothing  but  what  I  had 
Tcqently  feen  with  my  own  eyesj^  they  could 
not  avoid  placing  fome  confidence  in  my  tef-* 
timony,  I  accordingly  gave  them  a  brief  ^c^ 
coupt  of  every  thing  nioft  remarkable  that  had! 
)iappened  to  me  in  the  diiFereqt  parts  of  the 
country,  fcrqpulouily  delineating  both  the  goo4 
and  the  had,  withQUt  concealing  any  thing  of 
(pithePt  I  then  advifed  them  to  give  up  tbf 
xpad  and  chimerital  ideas  which  h^d  engen? 

« 

dered  in  them  fuch  covetoqs  defires  j;  and  told 
them,  that  if,  iuilead  of  lofing  tinie  in  feeking 
gold  and  gerns  ia  a  country  where  they  wer^ 
not  to  be  foun^,  they  would  form  a  fettlemepit 
there,  they  might  bring  up  their  childr^ra  witl> 
cafe,  and  live  in  happy  and  peaceful  compg-? 
tence. 

Many  prejudices  refpedling  the  favages  had 
been  inililled  into  their  minds.  On  this  poin( 
J  undeceived  them  j  and,  citing  my  own  ex-? 
ample,  I  gave  them  tp  underftand  what  great 
fervices  they  might  expedl  from  thefe  people, 
if  they  would  form  like  me  an  intimacy  with 
them,  gain  their  favour  by  a  fpw  a^s  of  friend-s 
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(hip,   and  purfuc  the  condud  which  I  had 
found  fo  fuccefsfuU     Finally,  though  it  was 
in  complete  oppofition  to  their  ideas,  I  advifed 
them,  not  without  regret,  to  aroid  all  inter- 
courfe  with  certain  white  men  whom  they 
would  find  in  their  neighbourhood.     Thefe, 
I  aifured  them,  were  their  rtal  enemies,  the 
'  only  ones  they  had  to  fear,  and  againft  whom 
they  muft  always  be  on  their  guard. 
•  During  the  whole  of  my  difcourfe,  the  eyea 
ot  the  woman  were  attentively  fixed  on  me; 
and  I  faw,  by  the  alteration  of  her  countenan<::e, 
the  profound  impreflion  it  made  upon  her. 
The  great  refpedl:  and  high  efteem  {he  enter-f 
tained  for  her  huiband,  however,  occafionally 
intervened  to  deftroy  this   impreflion*      She 
endeavoured  to  difcover  in  his  looks  what  he 
thought   upon    the   fubje£t,   that   (he  might 
thereby  determine  what  to  think  herfelf.     If 
joy  or  hope  were  exprelTed  on  his  countenance, 
hers  expanded  at  the  fame  moment:  if  he 
looked   thoughtful  and  uneafy,  her  features 
partook  of  the  change,  and  fh.e  became  uneafy 
too.     So  much  love  for  fo  much  wretchednefs 
rendered  her  affeftion  refpe<flable  in  my  eyes. 
The  man  appeared  to  be  c<invinced  of  the 

I  whole- 
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whole fomencfs  of  my  advice,  and  ednfeifed 
that^if  we  defire  weialth,  it  is  a  mdre  certaia 
way  to  take  the  trouble  to  acquire  it  by  our 
labour^  than  to  ertdeavour  to  find  it  ready 
made  to  Our  hands.  But  one  great  difficulty 
ftood  in  his  way  ;  which  was  his  poverty. 

Poor  and  helplefs,  what  would  becomd  of 
him  in  the  ^ild  and   uncultivated  defert  to 
Ijvhich  he  was  repairing  ?    Without  merchan- 
dife,  how  could  he  hope  to  gain  the  friendfhip^ 
of  the  neighbouring  hordes,  and  form  a  coht 
•taeftion  with  them  ?    in  fine,  without  implcr 
hients,  without  utenfils^  without  furniture,  or' 
materials  to  make  any,  without  provifion,  and 
,    in  fliort  deftitute  of  every  thing,  how  eould  he 
form  a  fettlenfent,  and  begin  a  way  of  life  for 
which  he  was  totally  unprepared  ?    The  moft 
important  articles  beloaging  to  this  travelling 
family  were  a  mufkct  in  no  very  good  condi- 
tion, and  a  finall  trupk,  about  tvvo  feet  fquare^ 
which  contained  the  whole  of  their  'wardrobe. 
Good  advice,  well-timed,  has  no  doubt  its 
value }    but  the  poor,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  want 
more  than  advice :  and  in  eonfequence,  to  give 
thefe  pilgrims  a  proof  how  much  I  was  in^ 
tcrefted  in  their  welfare,  I  defcribed  to  them 

the 
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the  little  hermitage  of  Schdenmaket,  In  which 
I  had  paffed  a. few  weeks  fo  pleafantly.  I  fpoktf 
alfo  of  the  fmiling  valley  and  delightful  wood 
in  which  it  was  fituated ;  and  I  omitted  at  the 
fame  time  neither  the  beautiful  rivulet  that  ran 
by  the  hoqfe, '  nor  the  little  garden   in  which 
feveral  of  the  culinary  vegetables  of  Europe 
w.ereftill  to  be  found,  nor  the  proximity  of  the 
river,  which  would  afford  the  amufement  of 
fiflung,  and  the  advantage  of  hunting  the  hip- 
popotamus*      Finally*    though   this   pleafanC 
eftate  did  not  belong  to  me,  and   I  had  not  in 
■  reality  the  leaft  title  to  it^   I  took  upon  me  to 
make  them  an  offer 'of  it,  and  invited  them  to 
take  pofleflion,    aiTuring    them  that  no   one^ 
would  difpute  their  claim* 

I  intended,  indeed,  to  acquaint  Schoenmaker 
with  the  circumftance,  and  had  no  doubt  but 
he  would  approve  of  what  I  had  done.  And 
as  tO'  himfelf,  I  purpofed  by  means  of  the 
friendfhip  of  Serrurier  and  Gordon,  when  I  ar- 
rived  at  the  Cape,  to  obtain  his  pardon.  My 
expedations  were  not  difappointed.  Lhave 
already  .  faid  that  I  accomphlhed  my  purpofe/ 
and  reftored  to  the  colony  an  honeft  man,  who 
has  fince  become  a  very  fuccefsful  planter. 

The 
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The  man  and  his  wife  embraced  my  bftst 
with  thofe  expreffions  of  gratitude  which  an 
important  fcrvice  is  fure  to  draw  from  fufcep*' 
lible  minds  j  and  I  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  to  arrive  at  the  valley  and  the 
houfe  in  queftion  would  be  a  bulinefs  attended 
with  little  diflSculty,  as  they  would  only  have 
to  follow  thq  traces  of  my  waggons. 

This  converfation  had  occupied  a'  confidei*-* 
able  portion  of  my  evening.  Before  we  fepa* 
rated  for  the  night,  I  treated  the  travellers  with 
tea  and  coffee ;  and  they  retired  to  their  beds^ 
joy  fparkling  in  their  countenances  asthey  quit- 
led  me,  at  which  I  confefs  I  wasfenfiblyaffeded. 

For  my  part,  I' went  and  threw  my felf  again 
on  the  mattrefs  in  the  waggon.  My  illnefs  and 
headach  hawever  were  fo  increafed,  that  I  could 
not  fleep  for  a  fingle  moment  during  the  whole 
night.  I  ought  to  have  felt  fome  anxiety 
about  thecaufe  of  this  fleepleffnefs ;  btit  I  ftil! 
deceived  myfelf,  and  afcribed  it  to  the  emotion 
this  Angular  adventure  had  occafioned  me. 

The  next  morning,  my  vifitors  came  to  tell 
me  that,  ftill  more  confirmed  in  their  refolution 
of  embracing  my  propofal  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  they  were  about  to  prepare 

for 
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for  their  departure  :  upon  which  I  gave  them 
fevery  informatioti  refpeding  the  people  of  the 
Country,  and  the  advantage  they  might  derive 
iErom  them  for  the  improvement  of  their  fituation* 

Refolved  however,  notwithftanding  this  adf 
Vantage,  to  render  their  abode  as  agreeable  ag 
was  in  my  power,  I  intended  to  beftow  on  them  ' 
a  fmall  ftbck  of  fuch  things  as  would  be.  necet- 
fary,  or  at  leaft  ufeful,  to  them  in  their  new 
icttJement,  I  had  ftill  by  me  fome  fait  provi^ 
fion,  and  particularly  the  flefli  of  the  laft  hip^ 
popotamus  we  had  killed.  With  this  flefli  I 
ordered  a  leathern  bag  to  be  filled,  and  carried 
to  their  waggon.  To  this  I  added  a  few  toys, 
fome  brafs-wire  for  making,  bracelets,  fome 
faails,  powder,  (hot^  and  indeed  every  thing  I 
thought  capable  of  contributing  to  their  plea- 
fure  or  their  fccurity,  and  enabling  them  to 
trade  for  what  they  might  want.  Laftly,  J. 
gave  them  four  fheep,  a  goat  with  kid,  a  cock 
and  hen  from  my  brood  of  chickens,  and  the 
youngeft  of  my  dogs* 

The  good  people  fcarcely' knew  how  to  ex- 
prefs  their  gratitude. 

"  I  am  now  about  to  leave  you,'*  faid  th^ 
hufband,/*  and  perhaps  I  fhall  never  fee  you 

Voj..  III.  E  e  V  *•  again : 
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•'  again :  but  while  I  have  a  fpark  of  life  re> 
•  "  maining  in  fny  body,  I  ftiall  never  forget 
**  you,  or  ceafe  to  blefs  your  name.  I  wa4 
**  going  to  expofe  myfelf  to  pertfli  with  hun- 
,  "  ger  and  defpair,  and  you  have  flopped  mc 
**  on  the  border  of  the  gulph.  I  was  withoiit 
**  refource,  and  you  have  rendered  me  happy. 
"  Blefled  be  the  day  on  which  I  met  with 
"  you  !  Every  year  I  wiH  repair  to  this  place 
"  with  my  family,  to  celebrate  it  on  the  bank? 
**  of  this  very  river,  to  pour  out  my  vows  for 
*^  you,  and  recall  to  my  remembrance  fo  im?- 
"  portant  a  benefit/'     ' 

While  in  Africa,  I  gave  to  the  brook  h^ 
which  I  was  encamped  when  the  planter  of 
whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  met  with  me  the 
name  o'^ Riviere  de  la  Rencontre  (river  of  our 
meeting) :  but,  after  my  arrival  iu  Europe,  I 
changed  it  to  that  of  Laborde,  w^ho  took  fuch 
extraordinary  care  in  fmiQiing  the  map  of  my 
travels,  as  a  flight  teftiraony  of  gratitude,  which 
r  addreffed  to  this  friend  at  the  very  jundurc 
when  hordes  of  civilized  robbers  murdered  him, 
amidft  the  heap  of  vidims  facrificed  to  the  vileft 
of  mankind  by  the  moft  cowardly  of  men. 
While  the  oxen  of  my  new  acquaintance 
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Were  putting  to  his  waggon,  I  ordered  mine 
to  be  yoked  alfo.  My  pains  hourly  increafed. 
They  had  already  Very  much  weakened  me, 
and  I  began  to  be  alarmed.  What  would  bp- 
come  of  mef,  (hould  I  be  attacked  with  a  ferious 
malady !  I  had  but  one  refource,  that  of  reaching 
the  colony,  if  poffible,  before  it  declared  itfelf. 

I  fet  off,  therefore,  immediately  ;  and,  being 
too  feeble  to  mount  on  horfeback,  I  at  firft  lay 
at  my  length  in  the  waggon.  But  it  was  not 
poffible  for  me  to  bear  its  motion.  My  head- 
ach  was  fo  violeht,  and  the  jolting  gave  me  fo 
miich  pain,  that  1  found  it  neceflary  to  leave 
it  and  mount  one  of  my  horfes,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  wcaknefs.  In  this  manner  I  arrived 
at  the  mountains  of  Kauffi,  near  the  brook 
which,  taking  its  rife  iii  thefe  mountains,  bears 
the  fame  name. 

I  longed  to  alight,  that  I  might  lie  down. 
The  fatigue  of  the  journey  and  the  heat  of 
the  day  had  made  me  worfe.  I  felt  myfelf  ia 
a  burning  fever,  and  experienced  extreme  paiu 
in  fwallowing,  which  I  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be 
a  common  fore-throat,  but  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  from  the  inflammation  of  the 

E  e  2  pharynx 
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pharynx  arid  the  fwelling  of  the  tonfils,  QiOvt^ 
ed  itfelf  to  be  a  quinfy. 

I  thought  myfelf  \oQu  This  difeafe  iii 
Africa  is  almoft  always  mortal,  and,  befides 
being  more  painful  than  in  Europe,  is  of 
much  longer  continuance.  What  could  I  do 
in  fuch  alarming  circumftances,  not  only  un-* 
Ikilled  as  I  was  in  phyfic,  but  deftitute  of  the 
remedies  which  the  planters  employed  in  fuch 
cafes? 

My  HottentotSj  to  whom  all  difeafes  are  thi 
fame,  and  who  confequently  have  btit  one 
method  of  cure,  were  defirous  of  employing 
it  on  the  prefent  occafion.  It  confifted  in  dip* 
pipg  napkins  in  boiling  milk,  and  applying 
them  fcalding  hot  round  my  neck.  Thib 
treatment,  which  is  their  fovereign  panacea, 
their  univerfal  remedy,  was  obferved  for  three 
days  together.  For  three  days  I  had  the  civi- 
lity to  fuffef  myfelf  thus  to  be  btirnt ;  but  af 
length,  fatigued  and  tortured  to  no  purpofe,  I 
refuftd  to  fubmit  any  longer  to  the  pain,  and 

»  ■ 

left  myfelf  entirely  to  nature. 

My  fuuation  \yas  become  deplorable.  I 
CQuld  fwallow  nothing  but  a  few  drops  of  very 

weak 
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weak  tea,  and  this  with  great  difficulty.  My 
tongue  and  thrpat  were  fo  fwclled,  that  I  fpoke 
only  by  figns.  At  length  my  fefpiration  be- 
came fo -painful,  and  was  fo  much  impeded, 
that  I  every  moment  expefted  to  be  fulFo- 
cated. 

The  confternation  of  my  people  became 
general.  Klaas  and  Swanepoel  alone  entered 
my  tent ;  and  they  attended  me  alternately. 
But  when  either  of  them  came  to  me,  I  im- 
mediately faw  the  heads  of  all  the  reft  collected 
together  at  the  entrance  of  my  tent,  and  ftretch- 
cd^  out  as  far  as  poflible,  endeavouring  to  read 
in  his  looks  what  they  had  to  hope  or  fear, 

Afluredly,  if  evpr  there  wa«  a  moment  in 
my  life  when  I  thought  myfelf  near  my  end, 
it  was  thi^.  Thus  then  two  long,  laborious, 
and  dangerous  journeys  were  to  terminate ! 
Unable  to  fpeak,  and  to  give  any  orders  about 
my  colleviions,  what  would  become  of  the 
fruit  of  all  ray  fatigues  ! 

Had  the  fever  that  confumed  me  been  ac- 
companied  with  delirium,  and  had  I  loft  thp 
fenfe  of  my  fituation  and  the  painful  anxiety 
inieparable  from  it,  I  fhbuld  have  been  left 
Pitiable  :  but,  to  my  extreme  misfortune,  my 
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fenfes  were  in  nowife  deranged ;  I  faw  death 
approaching  with  flo\v  ft?ps,  apd  experienced 
all  its  horrors. 

I  had  given  myfelf  over  for  near  a  week, 
when  Swanepoel  came  to  announce  to  me  thq 
arrival  of  fome  Lcifs  Nimiquas  of  a  neighbour- 
ing horde,  Thefe  goqd  favages  had  heard  of 
my  diforder  J  and,  in  confequence  of  the  friend-. 
fhip  for  me  with  which  1  had  the  felicity  to 
infpire  their  nation,  had  come  to  offer  tq  qffed: 
my  cure,  and  propofe  a  remedy,  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  they  would  pledge  themfelves, 
they  faid,  if  I  would  but  conf^nt  fo  entruft  my- 
felf in  their  hands. 

Could  a  dying  man,  fo  circumft^nced,  liften 
with  indifference  to  the  voice  that  promifed 
him  life  ?  Befides,  had  poifon  been  offered. me, 
my  fufferings  had  continued  fo  long,  and  were 
become  fo  infupportable,  that  from  wearinefs, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  theni,  I  Ihould  inftantly 
have  taken  it.  I  made  a  fign,  therefore,  that 
I  confented  J  and  my  phyficians  prepared  the 
remedy. 

This  too  was  a  hot  topical  applicatipn ;  but, 
inftead  of  being  made  of  milk  like  the  former,. 

it  confifted  of  a  certain  herb : .  and,  befide  the 
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icataplafm,  the  juice  of  fhe  herb  was  to  be  ufed 
AS  a  gargle,  I  was  prejudiced  againft  thofe 
burning  collars  with  which  my  neck  was 
^gain  to  be  furrounded;  and,  when  I  faw  Klaas 
bringing  me  this  new-prepared  one,  I  felt,  I 
confefs,  fome  repugnance.  But  the  gargle 
had  fuch  an  agreeable  fmell,  its  tafte  was  io 
fweet  and  balfamic,  and  nature  appeared  to 
give  me  fo  fudden  and  powerful  an  inclination 
^  for  it,  that  one  of  the  remedies  induced  nie  to 
Submit  to  the  other. 

The  cataplafm  was  renewed  feveral  times  in 
the  night  5  and  I  repeated  the  gargle  ftill  more 
-frequently.  At  length,  when  day  appeared, 
to  my  great  joy  I  found  myfelf  eafed.  I  could 
already  breathe  with!  more  freedom ;  the  fwelL- 
ing  and  inflammation  of  the  pharynx  werp 
abated  ;  every  moment  I  continued  to  get  betr 
ter ;  at  length  I  was  able  even  to  fwallow,  and 
then  by  order  of  my  Efculapius  I  was  to  take 

cold  milk. 

In  a  ftate  of  continual  fever  as  I  was,  this 
cold  milk  appeared  to  my  European  prejudices 
ji  ftrange  prefcription :  but  what  were  preju- 
dices to  confidence  founded  on  fnccels  1  I  rer 
(ign?d  myfelf  blindly  tq  the  guidance  of  my 
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phyfician,  and  I  had  every  reafon  to  applaud 
jnyfclf  for  doing-  fo. 

By  the  third  day  I  found  myfelf  cured.  My 
quinfy  was  gone,  my  fever  had  left  me,  the 
fwelling  had  fubfided,  and  my  throat  was  free. 
I  had  nothing  of  my  difeafe  remaining  but  an 
extreme  weaknefs,  which  did  not  prevent  me 
from  feeling  myfelf  to  be  out  of  danger,  and 
how  much  I  was  indebted  to  the  individual 
Vvho  had  been  the  inftrument  of  my  cure, 
I  defjred  to^  fee  him,  and  he  was  introduced  to 
me. 

It  was  the  firft  interview  between  us,  the 
firft  time  of  his  entering  my  tent,  •  Different 
from  the  phyficians  of  Europe,  who  muft  cxa^ 
mine  the  tongue  and  feel  the  puMe,  he  wa^ 
fatisfied  with  enquiring  after  my  ftate,  and  pre"-- 
fqribing  for  me  on  the  report  of  another — a.  me- 
thod which  with  him  fuccefs  in  this  inftancc 
had  proved  to  be  fufficient. 

He  was  a  little  man,  not  differing  in  ex- 
ternal appearance  from  the  reft  of  his  corar 
rades ;  and  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ing, my  diforder,  he  knew  no  more  than  they 
all  knew.  Accordingly,  regardlefsof  the  ho- 
nour of  having  performed  a  cure  and  obtained 

the 
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the  confidence  of  a  white  man,  he  feemed  fen- 
iible  only  of  the  pleafure  of  having  reftorc4 
ine  to  health* 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  illnefs,  my 
people  had  all  ftrove  to  pay  me  the  greateft 
refpeft  and  attention.  From  the  moment  they 
Aegan  to  be  alarmed  for  me,  fhey  had  all  ab- 
^ained  from  finging  or  dancing.  I  had  'not 
pven  heard  fo  much  as  a  laugh.  The  lame 
attention  continued  during  my  convalefcence, 
.  without  my  finding  it  neceflary  to  iflue  a  An- 
gle order  on  the  fubjed :  and  thefe  fruits  of 
fhe  friendfliip^they  bore  me  were  fo  naany  dc-^ 
Jicioiis  enjoyments  to  my  heart. 

My  ftore  of  provifion  being  greatly  dimi? 
pifhed,  and,  in  iny  prefent  condition,  none  of 
what  remained  being  fit  for  my  ufe,  I  felt  how- 
piuch  I  wasT  indebted  to  Swanepoel  for  fetting 
my  hen  during  my  four  months  abfence  from 
|iim,  and  thus  procuring  me  chickens.  Thefc 
ferved  to  make  me'  broth,  or  to  roaft  j  and, 
when  they  were  gone,  my  hunters  took  upon 
them  to  fupply  me  with  parjridges  and  other 
birds  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

As  foon  as  I  was  able  to  rife,  I  made  a  point 
of  quitting  my  tent,  and  taking  a  walk,  or 

fome 
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foxne  gentle  exercife,  to  recover  my  ftrength^ 
J  had  defired  already  to  fee  my  phyfician ;  my 
firft  excnrfion  was  to  gather  and  examine  with 
l)im  the  plant  he  had  employed  in  my  cure. 

Nothing  in  the  country  is  more  common : 
U  is  to  be  met  with  every  where  j  and  he 
ihowed  it  to  me  all  round  my  camp»  It  is  a 
Ipecies  of  fage,  growing  about  two  feet  high, 
^nd  nearly  of  the  colour  of  our  common  fage, 
tut  with  a  fm pother  leaf.  I  could  not  be  cer- 
tain of  the  colour  of  the  flower,  becaufe  it  was 
the  feafpn  whjqn  it  begins  to  wither  and  dry  j 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  blue. 

Swanepoel,  ^yhe^  he  faw  the  plant,  conceiv- 
ed it  to  be  perfedly  familiar  to  hin^.  He  aC- 
fured  me  it  was  equally  common  in  the  colony 
and  'at  the  Cape,  where  it  was  known  by  thq. 
putch  name  of  faaly  (fage).  But  botanifts 
have  comprifed  fo  many  different  plants  under 
the  general  name  of  fage,  that  I  know  not  tq 
lyhat  family  the  Jaa/y  of  the  Cape  belongs. 

As  the  planters  never  employ  it  in  forq 
throats,  which  are  one  of  the  fcourges  of  their 
climate,  it  is  prdbable  they  are  unacquainte4 
with  its  virtues:  or  it  is  more  likely  that 
(Swanepoel,  mifled  by  fome  external  refem- 


AFRICA. 


4^ 


blanee  in  the  two  plants,  was  decelvifcj^  and 
that  Xhtfaaly  of  the  Niuiiquas  and  t}).at  of 
the'  pjanters  are  not  the  feme* 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  induced  ta  believa 
that  the  latter  differs  from  the  common  fagc  , 
of  Europe  both  in  tafte  and  in  fmell ;  gnd  my 
r^safon  is*  this :  Among  the  nation?  of  EuropiQ 
that  trade  to  China,  there  is  one  in  partigplar,  . 
that,  purchafing  there  a  large  quantity  of  tea, 
gives  in  exchange  for  it  the  leaves  qf  fage; 
This  plant,  in  confequence  of  the  value  placed 
by  thie  people  of  every  country  on  \jrhat  is 
brought  from  a  great  diftaijce,  js  fought  by 
the  Cbinefe  with  ftill  more  ^vidity  than  eveqi 
theirs  by"  certain  inhabitants  of  Europe  j  an4 
|his  is  accordingly  a  trad^  in  whiqh  ccpt  pe^ 
cent  may  eafily  be  gained. 

Now  this  fage,  fold  at  fo  high  a  price  at 
the  farther  extremity  of  Afia,  is  purchafed  in 
^ur  fouthern  provinces,  though  the  French,  to 
their  ihame  be  it  fpoken,  ar^  ignorant  of  the 
circumftance.  The  immenfe  profit  made  by 
this  trade  is  well  known  at  the  Cape,  where 
Jaaly  is  in  great  abundance :  whence  I  conclude, 
that  if  this  faaly  had  the  qualities  of  the 
{^rench  fage.  the  nation  \  have  alluded  to 

would 
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would  ixport  if  in  preference  to  China,  ^QC^ 
it  woidd  gain  thereby  ftill  greater  profit. 

Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the  plant  that 
cured  m^  of  my  quinfy  is  equally  eiSicacious 
in  the  cure  of  wounds ;  at  leaft  fo  my  Efcula-^ 
piqs  afTpred  me.  But  he  added,  that^  to  pr&P 
mote  digeftion  in  th^  wound,  land  bring  it 
into  a  healing  ftate,  a  certain  quality  of  fome 
kind  c^  fat  muO;  be  added  to  the  cataplafm,  in 
ppder  to  give  it  a  degree  of  i^a^uQufnefs, 
i|if tthout  whith  it  would  be  of  no  avaiL 

Is  it  not  inconceiyably  ftrange,  that,  among 
the  CQuntlefs  nauhitude  of  plants  which  coref 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  ifp  fmall  a  number 
ihould  he  known?  And  that  in  the  mofl  com? 
plete  and  ?imply  furniihed  botanic  garden, 
fcarcely  three  hundred  and  fifty  are  to  be  ^und, 
that  afford  food  or  medicine,  either  to  man,  ojf 
the  animals  he  has  domefticated  ?  But  what 
ought  ftill  more  to  aftonifh  us  i^^  that  aioong^ 
this  fmall  number,  if  there  be  any  of  real  im« 
portance  to  us,  we  have  been  almoft  always- 
indebted  to  fayages,  or  eveil  to  the  beafts^  fpf 
their  difcovery. 

My  diforder  and  cotivalefence  had  contiiiu*^ 
^d  twenty  days^  Pwring  this  time,  my  people,. 

leaving 
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Iid^rig  never  gone  out  of  fight  of  my  tent^ 
and  cbnfequently  having  killed  no  game,  had 
been  reduced  to  Kvc  on  my  fheep.  One  only 
%as  left  of  my  whole  flock }  fo  that  I  found 
inyfelf  tmder  the  neceflity  of  prdcuring  a  new 
flock. 

Fortunately,  two  br  three  leagues  from  iny  ' 
camp,  and  alfo  neat  the  river  Kaufli,  was  a 
horde  that  I  had  vifited  the  )%ar  hefore,  capa-  ^ 
ble  of  furnifhlng  me  with  the  flieep  I  wanled* 
Being  perfedly  recolfcrtfd,  I  could  eafily  regnch 
it  in  a  few  hours ;  and  accordingly  I  repaired 
thither,  after  having  rewarded,  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  power,  the  Nimiqua  to  whom  I  was  in* 
debted  for  my  life. 

The  chief  came  to  meet  mfc.  Oh  his  bre&ft 
hung  a  gorget,  and  under  his  krofs  he  had  a 
brafs^headed  cane,  the  end  of  which  only  was 
Vifible.  By  thefe  badges  of  flavery  and  aUtho- 
rity,  which  announced  a  Hottentot  captain  in- 
ftalled  by  the  Government,  I  vifibly  perceived 
that  I  Was  entering  the  colony  :  but,  by  the 
hi5mble  and  fubmiffive  air  of  the  man,  I  faw 
ftill  more  clearly,  that  he  was  a  being  ;i^cuftom* 
ed  to  cringe  and  obey.  The  tone  of  fuppHcatioa 
he  affumed  on  accofting  me  led  m^  to  fuppofe 
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at  once,  that  he  came  to  complaiii  eiAer  df 
tos  fubje£ts  or  of  his  neighbours.  I  was  raif- 
taken  iii  one  point  only*  He  complained*  of 
both. 

The  planteifs  again!!  whom  he  bfought  air- 
cufations  were  Van  der  Wefttiuyfen,  the  father 
of  Klaas  Bafter,  with  whom  I  had  lodged  on 
my  journey,  and  Engelbrccht,  his  bfother-in* 
law.  Thcf  catffe-keepefs  of  the  horde  had 
iiegfigen^ly  fuflefed  fome  of  thieir  beafts  to  ef^ 
c^e;  and  thefe  beafes  "having  rambled  into 
Ihe  territories  of  Van  dcr  Wefthtryfen,  he  and 
his  daughter,  of  whom  I  have  fpoken  elfei- 
^here,  had  fhot  at  attd  killed  them. 

In  this  violent  and  unjuft  pfodeedirig^  I  per^ 
feflly  recogftifed  the  fpirit  of  the  planters : 
ihmtgh,-  in  this  inftance^  it  muft  be  confefled'^ 
the  keepers  had  been  guilty  ©f  the  firft  fault. 
I^afeep,  which  waa  the  Aame  of  the  imbecile 
chief,  taking  upon  himfelf  to  reprove  the 
.keepers,  they  had  fnatched  from  him,  ;n  their 
'  .  rage,  his  ftafF  of  authority,  and^  feverely  beating 
him,  had  broken  it  about  his  {hc*ilders.  Such 
is  the  rcfpeft  which  the  hordes  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Dutch  government  pay  to  the 
captains  th#t  «e  appointed  to  rule  over  them. 

Poor 
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.iPoor  Nafeep  drew  from  beneath  his  krbfs  the 
cane  that  had  been  given  him  for  another  pur- 
pofe,  and  I  found  that  half  of  it  only  was  left. 

A  moment  after,  the  people  of  the  horde 
came  in  their  turh  to  .complain  of  him.  •  He 
then  accufed  them  ajl  without  exception ;  and 
a  terrible  iiprdaf  inftantly  began.  Atnidft 
this  confufion  of  charges,  it  wad  impofflble  to 
underftand  a  word  that  was  faid.  All  I  could 
infer  was,  that  every  body  was  to  blame.  Bilt 
what  was  I  to  do  ?  I  was  no  longer  in  a  free 
country ;  and  wherever  a  fovereign  autho- 
rity fubfifts,  its  laws,  good  or  bad,  ought  to 
be  refpeded.  Complaints  were  addreflbd  to 
me  on  all  hands ;  yet,  in  my  fituation,  I  could 
liften  to  them  only,  in  order  to  report  them  to 
the  government.  In  vain  did  they  teftify 
their  refpe£t  for  me ;  having  nothing  but  ad- 
vice  to  give,  what  fruits  could  I  expeft  from 
my  interference  ?  .  * 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  happlnefs  of  a  people 
tends  to  render  them  more  mild  and  focial  in 
their  manners,  it  is  equally  true,  that  oppreflion 
muft  four  the  temper,  and  from  human  beings 
change  them  into  beads.  The  difcord  and  en- 
mity that  prevailed  among  thefe  unhappy  fava- 
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^s  appeared  to  me  perfectly  excufable.  Petfe-* 
oited  by  the  neighbouring  planters,  who,  hav* 
ing  fife-arms,  made  an  ill  ufe  of  them  againft 
the  natives ;  wretched,  and  plundered,  befides } 
how  could  they  avoid  being  irritated  by  fuch 
multiplied  infalts  and  ads  of  injuftice  ?  In 
tbeit  rage  they  laid  the  blame  upon  thetr  chiefs 
who  was  innocent ;  quarrelled  among  them- 
felves;  and  became  fo  many  nixadmen  to- 
wards each  other; 

The  people  of  the  horde  did  not  merely 
complain  of  their  cattle  having  beeni  killed  of 
ilolen  ;  they  had  been  robbed  alfo  of  part  of 
their  territory  by  fotce.  The  vail  domiun  oc- 
cupied by  Van  der  Wefthiiyfen  and  his  family^ 
as  well  as  that  on  which  his  brother-in-law 
Engclbrecht  had  fettled,  were  ufurped  property 
from  which  thefe  planters  'had  driven  away 
the  horde ;  and,  not  yet  fatisfied,  they  weref 
daily  endeavouring  to  feize  on  what  remained^ 
particularly  the  Fountain  of  Lilies,  near  which 
\ras  their  kraal. 

With  this  view,  they  harafled  and  tor- 
mented them  inceflantly:  hoping  that,  by 
dint  of  perfecution,  they  fhould  weary  them 
out,  and  fo  compel  them  to  remove  and  fet- 
tle 
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^e  In  fome  other  place.  Thus,  after  a  thou- 
fand  vexations,  and  after  lofing  part  of  their 
cattle,  thefe  poor  favages  faw  themfelves  on 
the  point  of  being  driven  from  the  land  in 
which  they  had  been  born,  and  reduced  to 
feek  a  diftant  afylum,  where  they  might  re- 
main unknown  to  the  whites,  whom  they 
had  fo  many  reafons  to  execrate. 

My  heart  bled  at  the  relation  of  fuch  atro- 
cities :  but  'ftill  what  could  I  do?  The  horde 
requefted  me  to  wait  upon  the  two  ufurp- 
ing  families,  and  talk  to  them  upon  the  fub-- 
jedt.  This  I  readily  promifed  ;  though  I  was 
certain  beforehand  it  would  anfwer  ho  pur- 
pofe.  ' 

And  here  it  will  probably  be  alkcd.  Why 
did  not  Nafeep  addrefe  himfelf  diredkly  to  the 
Goverdmcnt,  to  obtain  juftice  and  reftitution  ? 
I  put  to  him  the  very  fame  queftion  :  and  the 
anfwer  he  gave  was  fuch  as  I  expeded,  and 
which  proved,  that,  if  Adminiftration  have 
promulgated  laws  in  favour  of  the  favages^  it 
has  not  yet  taken  the  necefTary  means  to  cn- 
fure  their  execution, 

Suppofing  the  people  of  a  horde  defirous  of 
making  a  complaint,  and  not  deterred  by  the 

Vol.  III.  F  f  dif- 
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diftance  and  the  difficulty  of  a  long  journejv 
what  hope  could  they  have>  on  their  arrival  at 
the  Cape,  of  their  charges  reaching  a  Govern* 
ment  furrounded  entirely  with  whites,  almoft 
all  of  whom,  living  on  abufes  and  interefted  in 
deceiving  it,,  would  intercept  the  truth  in  its 
way,  or  tranfmit  it  completely  changed  and 
.  disfigured  ? ' 

.  Befides,.  from  another  kind  of  oppreflion 
ftill  nvore  odious,  it  is  almoft  impoffiblc  for 
the  unhappy  fuppliants  to  reach  the  town^ 
The  planters,  having  all  a  common  intereft, 
fupport  one  another.  Whatever  injuftice  one 
of  them  may  have  committedy  he  is  fure  of 
being  abetted  by  the  reft.  The  deputies  from, 
the  horde^  fent  to  complain  of  him,  would  be 
obftrudled  at  every  ftep*  They  would  be 
purfued  from  plantation  to  plantation  j .  fnares 
would  be  laid  for  them ;  and^  if  they  did  not 
return,  they  would  run  the  hazard  of  being 
totally  exterminated. 

This  Nafeep  and  his  people  had  a^ually  ex- 
perienced, when  they  fent  to  demand  jufticc 
againft  Van  der  Wefthuy fen  on  his  firft  ufurpa* 
tion.  Could  1  hope  then,  after  this  fatal  trial, 
they  would  venture  to  go  with  a  fecond  com- 
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J)laint ;  or  that  the  two  families,  emboldened 
by  the  fuccefs  of  their  iniquity,  would  delift  ia 
confequence  of  my  remonftrances  ? 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  I  could  do  no- 
thing but  endeavour  to  confole  the  horde :  that 
is,  exhort  it  to  take  patience,  and  repeat  all 
thofe  common-place  topics  of  prudence  and  re- 
fignation,  of  which  he  who  hears  them  thinks  as 
little  as  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  uttered. 

To  infert  in  my  travels  the  principal  parti- 
culars of  this  affair,  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty  ; 
and  my  reafons  for  doing  fo  will  doubtlefs 
be  refpefted.  My  fecond  journey  will  reach 
HoUandj  as  my  firft  has  done.  Like  the  firft, 
it  will  probably  be  read  by  fome  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  company ;  and  perhaps  meafures 
will  be  taken  to  remove  abufes  with  which  they 
were  before  unacquainted,  and  which  moft  af- 
furedly  they  have  no  delire  to  countenance. 

When  I  arrived  at  Amfterdam,  on  my 
return  to  Europe,  happening'  to  mention  to 
one  of  them  that  fmall  money  was  wanting 
at  the  Cape,  and  that  the  internal  trade  of  the 
<:olony  was  injured  by  this  want,  the  directory 
ordered,  in  confequence,  a  coinage,  as  I  have 
faid  elfewhcrc,.  of  different  fmall  filver  pieces, 

F  f  2  to 
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to  the  2imount  of  two  or  three  hundred  thoif- 
fand  livres ;  and  fo  fpeedily  was  the  bufinefs 
executed,  that  the  money  was  adually  fent 
away  before  I  even  knew  that  it  was  in  the 
mint.  And  I  have  no  doubt,  when  informed 
of  the  fpecies  of  injuftice  I  havejuft  unfolded, 
they  will  be  eager  to  repair  and  prcvent.it  by 
fage  and  wholefome  laws,  and  will  commend 
the  difmterefted  zeal  of  a  traveller,  who,  while 
he  publilhes  good  actions  without  flattery, 
ventures  at  the  fame  time  to  denounce  bad 
ones  without  malice. 

Notwith (landing  the  lofles  of"  the  horde,  it 
ftill  poffeffed  a  cpnfiderable  number  of  cattle. 
Nafeep  entreated-  me  even  to  accept,  as  a  pre- 
fent,  two  oxen,  four  (heep,  and  a  fat  cow.  The 
oxen  I  refufed ;  but  I  received  the  cow  and 
flieep,  intending  them  for  our  evening  repaft. 
My  defire  was  to  make  a  feaft^  flattering  my- 
felf  that  mirth  would  foften  down  afperities, 
and  difpel  the  animolity  that  prevailed  among 
the  horde. 

I  was  not  miflaken.  Scarcely  were  the 
animals  flaughtered  when  the  dances  com- 
menced. They  continued  the  whole  nighty 
jind  the  quarrels  of  the  day  were  buried  in 

4  oblivion. 
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oblivion.  The  next  morning,  a  general  re- 
conciliation took  place,  in  which  even  Nafeep 
was  included.  It  is  true,  he  had  himfelf  made 
fome  advances :  among  the  prefents  I  jnade 
him  was  a  roll  of  tobacco,  which,  the  moment 
he  received  it,  he  diftributed  in  equal  portions 
among  his  people  ;  and  this  unexpefted  libe- 
rality had  gained  him  every  heart. 

Before  I  departed,  I  purchafed  what  flieep  I 
wanted ;  and  then,  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the 
promife  I  had  made  of  fpeaking  to  the  two 
ufurping  families,  I  repaired  to  Engelbrecht's. 

He  appeared  to  fee  me  again  with  pleafure, 
and  received  me  with  the  utmoft  civility  :  but^ 
before  I  returned  his  compUifance,  I  thought 
it  right  to  inform  him  of  the  motive  of  my- 
vifit,  and  acquaint  him  how  much  I  was  inter- 
*efted  in  behalf  of  the  favages.  He  exculpated 
himfelf,  by  obferving  to  me,  that  it  .was  not 
him  they  accufed  of  having  killed  their  oxen, 
but  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  family ;  and 
as  to  the  domain  he  pofleflTed,  if  it  were  ufurp- 
ed,  he  was  in  this  refpedt  alfo  equally  blame- 
lefs,  (ince  he  had  it  of  his  brother-in-law,  by 
whom  it  had  been  ceded  to  hiin. 

After  fuch  excufes,  I  faw  that  no  fatisfadioti 
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qi  reconciliation  wa$  to  be  expeded.  Of 
courfe  I  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  make  any 
flay  with  him  ;  and  I  cjon tinned  my  journey^ 
But,  when  ihy  waggon  fet  off,  he  perceived 
what  wretched  objects  were  my  two  thill  oxen,  • 
and  he  offered  me  my  choice  of  two  others  out 
pf  all  he  had,  if  I  wpuld  give  him  in  exchangp 
one  of  my  horfes. 

My  oxen,  it  is  true,  were  good  for  nothing^ 
and  had  been  on  the, point  a  hundred  times  qf 
overturning  niy  waggon  and  breaking  it^  tp 
pieces.  Yet  the  bargain  propofed  was  greatly 
to  my  difadvantage :  for  thpugh  I  no  longer 
wanted  both  my  horfes,  as  I  fhpul.4  fpon  reach 
the  Cape,  either  of  them  was  of  much  more 
worth  than  any  two  oxgn.  They  weris  very 
lean,  indeed,  owing  to  the  great  fatigue  of  the 
journey ;  but  no  other  fault  jGOuld  |)e  foun<i 
with  them,  for  they  were  inperfeft  health, 
found  in  their  feet,  and  had  their  hoofs  too  in 
good  condition. 

This  expreffion,  of  the  hoofs  being  in  good 
condition,  \^^ill  furprife  the  greater  par^  of  my 
readefs,  and  requires  an  explanation. 

It  muft  be  known  then,  that  horfes  ^re  never 
either  at  the  Cape  or  in  any  part  pf  thq 

colony^ 
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KxHonj.  Their  hoofs  are  fo  hard,  that,  what- 
ever road  they  travel,  they  are  always  bare. 
Thus,  though  the  country  is  not  without  far- 
riers, their  only  employment  is  to  cure  horfes 

» 

that  are  fick  or  hurt,  or  to  fit  them  for  car- 
xiages. 

Is  this  property  in  the  hoof,  of  being  abfo- 
lutely  indeftrudible,  owing  to  the  food  of  the 
animal.?  I  think  not.  Horfes  are  fed  at  the 
Cape,  as  in  certain  countries  of  Europe,  on 
barley,  ftraw,  or  green  forage :  the  only  dif- 
ference is,  they  eat  no  oats  ;  for  oats  do  not 
thrive  in  Africa,  and  therefore  are  not  culti- 
yated^ 

Does  it  depend :on  ithe  climated  Oris  it  com- 
mon to.tjfeie  Arabian  horfes,  from  which  thofe 
of  the  Cape  are  defcended  ?  I  dare  n©t  anfwer 
either  of  thefe  queftions  in  the  affirmative. 
But  this  at  leaft  I  can  aflert,  that  mine,  aftea: 
travelling  fifteen  months,  over  rocks  and  flints, 
in  execrable  roads,  and  after  violent  hunts,  re- 
twrned  with  their  hoofs  as  found  and  whple  as 
the  day  they  quitted  the  Cape. 

My  want  of  thill  oxen,  however,  made  me 
confent  to  the  bargain  ;  and  with  thefe  I  took 
dthe  way  to  the  refidence  of  Van  der  Wefi>- 
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huyfen ;  though  I  expeded  with  this  old  man, 
governed  as  he  was  by  his  wife,  no  better  fuc-* 
cefs  than  I  had  found  with  his  brother-in-law. 
His  houfe  was  at  the  diftance  only  of  two 
leagues  and  a  half;  but  I  had  fcarcely  advanced 
four  hundred  paces,  when,  going  down  a  de- 
fcent,  one  of  my  new  oxen,  overpowered  by 
the  weight  of  the  waggon,  fell  down. 

I  had  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  this  acci- 
dent: it  had  many  times  happened,  and  wa$ 
what  every  perfon  muft  expcdt  who  travels 
in  countries  where  there  are  no  roads.  On 
thefe  occafions  it  is  ufual  for  the  drivers  to 
flop  thje  fore-wheel,  to  prevent  the  animal  from 
being  cruflied  by  it :  but  here  they  had  not 
time  J  accordingly  it  went  pver  the  ox,  an4 
broke  his  thigh. 

This  misfortune  being  without  remedy,  I 
ordered  the  animal  to  be  unyoked,  and,  leaving 
him  on  the  fppt,  had  one  of  my  old  ones  fub- 
ftituted  in  his  place.  1  he  other,  hpwever, 
miffing  his  comrade,  and  feeing  a  ftranger  at 
his  fide,  refufed  to  draw  with  him.  All  pof- 
fible  means  were  tried  to  overcome  his  repug- 
nance, but  to  no  purpdfe.  After  confiderable 
trouble  and  much  lofs  pf  tirne,  we  were  forced 
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to  unyoke  him  alfo,  and  proceed  as  before  with 
my  two  old  Oxen. 

I  had  thus  from  my  barter,  one  ufeiefs  ox 
ihe  more,  and  a  horfe  the  lefs. 

The  Hottentot  cattle-dealdrs  who  accom- 
panied me  were  the  only  people  who  had  rea- 
fon  to  rejoice  at  the  adventure^  The  forfaken 
ox  was  to  them  a  very  good  windfall.  Ac- 
cordingly they  remained  behind  to  cut  hinj 
up,  and  perhaps  in  their  hearts  they  would 
not  have  been  forry  if  I  had  oftienet  fupplie4 
their  table  in  a  fimilar  inanner. 

I  was  arrived  whhin  an  hour's  march  of 
my  journey's  end  when  I  perceived,  in  a  val- 
ley, a  Hottentot  hut,  ftariding  by  itfelf,  and  a 
herd  feeding  near  it.  On  approaching  the  hut, 
I  found  to  my  furprife  a  tall  and  handfome 
damfel.  -  I  had  feen  and*  have  fpoken  of  her 
before  :  it  was  the  daughter  of  Van  der  Weft** 
huyfen  ;  that  daughter  who,  for  feveral  day§ 
together,  had  held  out  with  the  ftoiiteft  of  the 
drinkers,  caroufing  upon  the  brandy  of  Pinap 
ps  heroically  as  the  beft  of  them. 

Indefatigable  in  the  chace,  fhe  dould  hunt 
down  on  horfeback  the  largeft  antelope.  If 
the  Bofhmen  appeared,   fhe  would  take  her 
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gun,  purfue  them  without  fear,  and  fire  at  thcni 
wherever  fhe  found  them.  If  fhe  conceived  her- 
fclf  aggrieved  by  any  neighbouring  horde,  (he 
would  treat  it  like  the  Bolhmen.  Accordingly^ 
fht  was  dreaded  by  all  the  favages  around. 

At  prefent  this  undaunted  heroine  lived  in 
the  fditary  hut  in  the  valley,  where  fhe  kept 
the  flocks  and  herds  of  her  father,  having  no 
other  fxirpiture  than  a  m<at  and  her  gun.  I 
readily  kn?w  her,  but  was  not  fo  eafily  recog- 
nized in  my  turn,  as  my  beard,  fince  laft  wc 
met,  had  acquired  fourteen  months  growth. 

After  fpending  a  few  minutes  in  her  hut, 
I  left  her,  and  proceeded  to  her  father's,  where 
I  was  received  with  every  demonftration  of 
friendfhip.  Seeing  by  my  paje  and  languid 
countenance  jthat  I  had  been  ill,  they  civilly 
invited  me  to  fpend  foipe  time  with  them.  I 
accepted  the  invitation  with  the  more  pkafure, 
as,  fince  iny  illnefs,  I  had  confiaed  tnyfelf  to  a 
milk  diet,  ^nd  the  uddprs  of  moft  of  my  cows 
being  .dried  up,  I  had  lately  had  but  a  fcanty 
fiipply. 

I  now  faw  bread  again  for  the  firft  time* 
A  year  had  elapfed  fince  I  tailed  any,  which 
yvas  during  my  fprn^er  refidencc  with  ithe  fame 
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family.  What  was  now  given  me  I  dippg^ 
with  delight  in  my  beverage  of  milk,  as  freflk 
^as  it  was  pure;  and  ^hi$  (imple  and  frugal  meal 
was  more  exquifite  tq  my  tafte  than  the  richefl: 
viands, 

Klaas  Bafter  was  well  received  by  his  family, 
and  even  by  his  ftep-mother ;  and  th.e  recepr- 
tioij  afforded  him  the  greater  pleafure,  as  it  gavp 
him  reafon  to  hope,  fhat  the  reconciliation  I 
had  effefte4  for  him  would  continue  after  my 
departure,  and  probably  be  lading. 

Advanced  thus  far  on  my  return,   every 

•  * 

thing  co-operated  to  efface  the  remembrance  of 
jjiy  fatigues,  and  the  pbftacles  that  had  fo  often 
thwarted  my  defigns.  The  fields,  fprmerly  fp 
barren  and  lifelefs,  were  covered  with  verdure 
and  enamelled  with  flowers.  My  eyes  feafted 
with  rapture  on  the  fruitful  and  re-vivified  land. 
Perfectly  fecure  about  my  cattle,  whatever  road 
I  might  choofe,  I  refolved  to  change  my  for- 
mer one,  and  return  to  the  Cape  \)y  a  differem 
way  from  that  I  had  come. 

Befi|ie  the  pleafure  of  feeing  and  traverfing 
0.  new  country,  I  had  alfo  the  hope  of  finding 
Something  to  add  to  my  colledions. 

I  turned  off,  therefore,  to  the  fouth-weft  5 

and 
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and  after  travelling  fourteen  leagues,  which 
was  the  bufineis  of  three  days,  I  arrived  at  the 
Groene-Rivier  (Green-River).  But  how  much 
did  I  ftill  deceive  myfelf  by  the  dreams  of  my 
imagination  ! 

The  firft  obje<3: 1  noticed  on  my  arrival  was 
the  duhg  of  an  elephant,  yet  warm*  Tliis  in- 
dicated that  fome  of  thefe  animals  were  near, 
I  took  Swanepoel  with  itie,  and,  without  lofifig 
time,  fet  off  to  trace  them,  while  my  camp  was 
erecting.  To  fee  me  depart  attended  only  by 
a  fipgle  man,  it  feemed  as  if  I  were  going  to 
kill  a  hare  or  a  rabbit,  Formerly  I  (hould  not 
in  this  manner  have  ventured  at  fuch  fport; 
but  infenfibly  we  become  hardy,  fa  that  the 
greatefl:  dangers  appear  no  more  than  com- 
mon  occurrences. 

We  had  not  proceeded  three  hundred  paces 
before  we  perceived  five  elephants  (landing  in 
the  midft  of  the  trees  that  fkirted  the  river. 
£ach  of  us  fingled  out  his  objeA,  each  brought 
down  his  beaft,  and  the  other  three  fled.  At 
the  report  my  hunters  haftened  to  us  ;  and 
when  arrived,  my  old  Swanepoel,  hitherto 
confidered  by  them  as  an  honeft  fellow,  fit; 
9ply  to  take  care  of  my  chickens,  tauntingly 

pointed 
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pointed  at  the  elephant  he  had  killed,  and 
afkedif  they  could  mend  the  (hot. 

The  animals  were  both  males,  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  height  and  bulk,  meafuring  about  ten 
feet  each  [ten  feet  eight  inches  Englifti]* 
This  is  the  ufual  fize  of  elephants  in  Africa, 
where  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  any  that 
reach  to- eleven  or  twelve  feet.  They  were, 
however,  not  of  the  fame  age,  and  confe- 
queotly  their  tufks  were  very  unequal ,;  thofe 
of  one  weighing  feventy  or  eighty  pounds, 
while  thofe  of  the  other  did  not  exceed  five- 
.  and-thirty  or  forty. 

What  convinced  me  ftill  more  of  the  dif-» 
ference  of  their  ages  was,  that  the  heavier 
tulks  were  nearly  folid  throughout,  while 
the  others  were  hollow  two-thirds  of  their 
length  :  the  elder,  too,  had  his  grinding  teeth 
much  worn,  while  the  grinding  teeth  of  the 
other  were  in  good  prefervation  and  entire* 
The  ivory  of  old  elephants,  being  more  com- 
paft  and  heavy,  is  more  valuable  and  fetches 
a  higher  price  :  from  its  denfity  it  takes  alfo 
a  finer  polifh,  appears  whiter,  and  is  lefs  liable , 
to  grow  yellow. 

The  Green- River  was  covered  with  aquatic 
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fowlaof  all  kinds,  particularly  pelicans,  flamiif-* 
goes,  and  wild  geefc.  I  alfo  met  "vcith  the  night- 
heron,  the  crefted  purple  heron,  the  common 
heron,  and  the  black  ftork,  all  exadly  fimilat 
.  to  thofe  pf  Europe, 

The  dead  elephants  pi^octired  me  feteral 
birds  of  prey,  I  conftrudted  within  fhot  of 
their  carcafes  a  little  arbour,  in  which  I  con- 
cealed myfelf  to  lie  in  wait  for  fuch  birds  as 
fliould  come  to  feed  on  them.  From  morning 
till  night  they  alighted  by  hundreds,  and  I 
killed  fuch  as  appeared  to  me  to  deferve  the 
preference.  ~ 

During  -my  refidence  at  Green-River,  I 
changed  my  encampment  feveral  times,  and 
thus  travelled  over  a  fpace  of  eight  or  ten 
leagues  on  its  banks.  At  length  I  quitted 
them,  and  gained  ttofe  of  the  Swarte-Doorn 
(Black-Thorn),  at  the  very  place  where  I  met 
Pinar.  for  the  lirft  time.  I  fpent  the  night 
there,  and  the  next  day  bent  my  courfe  to- 
wards the  mountains  to  the  fouth.  The  road 
was  terrible  for  my  waggons.  After  a  la- 
borious march  of  fix  hours,  we  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  a  chain  of  arid  mountains,  the 
bare  and  rufty  rocks  of  which,  pidurefquely 

heaped 
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helped  on  one  another,  exhibited  a  fingukr 
and  fantaftic  fpedlacle;  but  none  could  be 
better  calculated  for  a  retreat  to  the  Boflimen, 
On  feeing  them,  I  whifpered  to  myfelf  that  I 
ought  to  be  on  my  guard  :  yeti  notwithftand- 
ing  my  miftruft,  I  was  taken  unawares. 

My  people  were  bufy  in  pitching,  my  camp. 
I  in  the  mean  time  having  perceived  fome 
wood-peckers  of  a  fcarce  fpecies,  which  I 
liave  named  the  rock  wood- pecker,  followed 
them,  and  found  myfelf  infenfibly  on  one  of 
the  cliffs,  from  which  I  overlooked  my  camp. 

Suddenly  I  heard  three  difcharges  of  my 
large  carbine  as  fignals  of  alarm.  Looking 
about  me,  I  faw,  on  the  one  hand,  my  people 
running  in  diforder,  and,  on  the  other,  a  party 
of  BoQimen,  who  had  feized  my  oxen,  and 
vvere  driving  them  into  a^  defile,  where  they 
would  foon  be  out  of  fight. 

I  defcended  the  mountains  with  precipi- 
.  tancy,  and,  when  I  arrived  at  its  foot,*  I  found 
Klfias  galloping  to  inform  me  of  my  misfor- 
tune. He  gave  me  his  borfe.  I  mounted 
it,  and  rode  full  fpeed  toward  the  defile  ;  but  I 
had  fcarcely  advanced  fifty  paces,  when  my 
l^orfe  ftumbled  in  a  porcupine's  hole,  and 

threw 
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threw  me.dn  my  fide.  My  fail  was  fo  fevefcf^ 
that,  when  I  rofe,  I  could  not  ufe  my  left  arm^ 
and  1  imagined  my  fhoulder  to  be  diflocated. 
Kbas  came  to  nie  :  I  ordered  him  to  remount 
the  horfe,  while  I  returned  to  the  camp  on 
foot,  unable  to  take  any  part  in  this  adventure, 
and  leaving  my  people  to  terminate  it  in  the 
beft  way  they  coul(|.  It  was  night  .before 
they  returned,  when  I  learned,  with  forrow, 
that  two  of  the  Bofhmen  had  been  killed. 
All  my  oxen,  however,  were  brought  back 
except  three ;  and  thefe  were  not  miffed  till 
we  were  about  to  depart  the  next  day. 

That  the  robbers  might  not  make  another 
attempt,  1  departed  at  day-break  ;  and  by  a 
march  of  fix  or  fevcn  hours,  in  the  fame 
direSion  as  the  day  before,  I  arrived  at  a 
place  where  I  was  met  by  fome  Hottentots^  of 
the  horde  of  Klaas  jBafter,  who  knew  me. 
They  informed  us,  that  his  horde  had  quitted 
the  mountains  of  Namero,  and  had-  fettled 
five  leagues  from  the  fpot  where  I  was. 

Barter  being  ftill  with  me,  I  conceived  my- 
felf  bound  in  gratitude,  after  the  important 
ferviccs  I  had  received  at  his  hands,  to  re- 
ilore  him,  in  perfon,  to  the  arms  of  his  wife, 

bis 
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his  children,  and  his  friends,  I  repaired, 
therefore,  to  the  horde.  His  return  occafion- 
ed  inexpreffible  joy ;  which  was  fo  thuch  the 
greater,  as  they  fuppofed  us  td  be  deadj  and 
had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  us  more.  It  was 
in  confequence  of  this  perfuafion,  that  they 
had  thought  proper  to  remove  and  fettle  in 
another  place. 

The  people  of  the  horde  told  me  ailother 
piece  of  news,  which  gave  me  ftill  greater 
pleafure  than  the  former:  it  was,  that  the 
worthy  Schoenmaker  had  alfo  quitted  the 
movintains^  and  ePtabliihed  his  camp  in  the 
neighbourhood*  Eager  to  fee  this  honeft  be- 
ihg,  for  whom  I  had  fo  great  an  efteem,  and 
to  whom  I  owed  f6  many  obligations,  I  in- 
ftantly  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  embraced  him 
with  the  tendereft  affedion* 

The  fervices  which  he  had  exerted  himfelf 
to  render  me  were  alive  in  my  memory  and 
my  heart,  and  I  wanted  no  new  motive  to  in- 
tereft  me  in  his  behalf. '  But  I  confefs  I  could 
not  behold  him  furrounded  with  his  wives  and 
children,  like  a  good  father  and  kind  huiband, 
without  feeling  myfelf  ftill  more  inclined  to 
ferve  him  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 

I  acquainted  him  with  the  defign  I  had 
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formed  of  loUciting  his  pardpn^  and  of  ob- 
tfiining  from  the  Government  leave  for  him  to 
return  to  the  colony.  He  thanked  mc  with 
eqnotion  for  the  kindnefs  of  my  intentions: 
|)Ut,  though  he  had  great  confidence  in  the 
friendftiip  with  which  Colonel  Gordon  ho- 
noured him,  and  flill  greater  in  the  z-eal  I  dis- 
played for  his  welfare,  he  had  little  hope  of 
my  fuccefs  j  no  inftance,  he  faid,  of  fuch 
pardon  having  ever  been  known. 

I  encouraged  him  as  much  as  I  could,  hy  af-  ^ 
furing  him  of  the  warmth  with  which  I  would 
folicit  the  favour.  Indeed,  that  with  which  he 
infpired  me  at  the  moment  wais  fo  great,  tha*, 
not  doubting  of  fuccefs,  I  p?otefted  he  fhould 
fopn  hear  from  me,  and  requ^?d  him  to  be 

in  readinefs  to  fet  off  at  the  earlieft  notice* 

^  ■  •  ■ 

He  liftened  to  my  confolatory  promifes  with 
tears.  But  the  fear  of  their  failure  was  predo- 
minant; and  his  imagination,  fo  long  tortured 
with  continual  anxiety,  depided  to  him  a  thou^ 
fand  chimeras,  which  he  dared  not  combat  him- 
felf,  and  which  I  had  great  difficulty  to  deftroy. 

To  diffipate  thefe  gloomy  ideas,  and  revive 
his  fpirits,  I  turned  his  mind  to  another  oh- 
jed.  I  fpoke  to  him  of  his  little  hermitage 
*ear  the  Qrange,  related  mj  advwture  with 

:  the 
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the  trarellers  I  bad  met,  and  told  bim  how  I 
had  taken  upon  myfelf  to  difpofe  of  the  place, 
and  beftow  it  on  an  unfortunate  family ;  not 
dotibting,  from  the  teftimonies  he  had  given  me 
of  his  friendfhip,  but  he  would  confirm  a  gift 
made  without  his  confent. — As  I  had  fuppofed, 
be  approved  it  without  the  fmalleil  hefitatioq^ 
"  When  I  arrived  in  thefe  deferts,"  faid  he, 
"  I  was  without  Ihelter,  and  without  refource, 
**  like  thofe  on  whom  you  have  beftowed  youc 
protedion.  My  own  misfortunes  have  ren- 
dered me  fenfible  to  thofe  of  others.  I  congra«> 
tulate  myfelf  on  the  good  ufe  you  have  mad^ 
of  my  little  eftate.  May  it  prove  the  afylum 
you  wifli,  and  long  preferve  the  remenv- 
•*  brance  of  its  founder,  and  of  him  who  has 
"  thus  confecrated  it  by  an  a<9:  of  benevolence!^' 
Klaas  Bailer  had  accompanied  me  to  Scho- 
enmaker's.  Seeing  me  ready  to  refume  my 
journey  towards  the  Cape,  he  requeued  my 
permiflion  to  return  to  his  family ;  and  to  this 
\  the  more  willingly  copfented,  as  thencefor- 
ward  he  could  be  of  no  fervlce  to  me.  Before 
we  parted,  I  made  hini  a  prefcnt  of  fomc  pow- 
der and  ihot,  fome  beads  for^is  wife  and  cb3h  . 
dren,  and  two  of  my  dogs,,  of  which  he  had 
become  particularly  fond  during  our  journey. 
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As  there  was  no  route  tnOre  comtn  odious  foi* 
my  waggons  than  that  of  the  Efephants- Ri- 
ver, I  fent  them  and  the  greater  part  of  my 
caravan  before  me,  with  diredions  to  take  the 
fame  road  as  we  had  come,  and  to  wait  for 
me  on  its  banks.  Purpofing  to  traverfe  the 
country,  and  reach  the  river  by  a  different 
way,  I  took  with  me  fix  of  my  Hottentots 
and  a  few  dogs,  and  entered  among  the  moun- 
tains. 

We  carried  nothing  with  us  but  powder 
"and  (hot,  refolving  to  fleep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  live  on  the  fruits  of  the  chace. 

The  firft  night,  we  took  up  our  abode  on 
the  ridge  of  the  mountains  .where  had  for- 

4 

merly  been  fituated  one  of  the  kraals  of  Klaas 
Bafter.  We  here  fuffered  extremely  from  the 
cold.  Long  accuftomed  as  we  had  been  to 
the  heat  of  the  plain,  the  cool  temperature  of 
thefe  heights  had  the  greater  effect  upon  u& ; 
and  the  worft  of  our  fituation  was,  we  couW 
procure  no  wood  to  make  a  fire.  Fortunately, 
however,  cattle  having  a  long  time  been  kept  in 
thelpot,  we  found  an  abundance  of  their  dried 
dung ;  and  the  gentle  warmth  'afforded  by  this 
fort  of  fuel  mitigated  the  rigour  of  the  cdd. 
Another  juisfoitune  was,  that,  carrying  cb 
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provlfioni^  we  had  xxothing  to  eat ;  and  game 
in  theie  mountains  was  extremely  fcarce.  In 
three  days  we  had  been  able  to  kill  only  a  (ingle 
kainfi  adtelope,  which  was  a  poor  fqpply  for 
feven  perfons.  '  At  length  our  neceffity  was 
fo  great,  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third 
day,  being  totally  deftitute  of  food,  it  was  re- 
£blved  that  each  of  us  fhould  take  his  owa 
courfe,  and  hunt  for  himfelf. 

Klaas,  from  his  attachment  to  me,  would 
not  leave  me.  We  killed  three  wood-peckerj 
and  fix  larks.  My  hunters  might  have  done 
ftill  better,  by  fliooting  at  damans ;  but,  greedy 
pf  larger  game,  they  negle^d  thefc  to  fcek 
for  other  antelopes.  They  all  returned  emptor 
Wyrided,  and  were  of  courfe,  from  their  pre* 
ceding  fad  and  the  violent  exercife  they  had 
t^ken,  doubly  hungry. 

I  much  regretted  that  I  could  not  fliare 
with  them  the  produce  of  my  chace.  But,  as 
it  was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  Klaas  and  myfelf^ 
Jtiow  could  it  have  been  ihared  with  five 
others? 

On  this  occafion  I  was  witneis  to  the  ef- 

fcdls  which  the  terrible  want  called  hunger  is 

(:apa];)le  of  producing.    I  have  heard  a  cele- 
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brate4  naturalift,  Rome  dc  Liflp,  whofe  t^ 
eent  lofs  we  cannot  but  lament,  fay  that,  duiv 
ing  the  fiege,  of  Pondicherry  in  1761,  heha4 
been  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,  that  he 
deem^  it  a  happinefs  to  purchafe,  for  their 
weight  in  gold,  an  old  pair  of  leather  breeches, 
which,  out  of  humanity,  he  ihared  with 
tTiree  officers,  his  friends.  Nothing  was  left 
fqr  my  Hottentots  but  the  fkin  of  Ciir  antelope. 
Accordingly,  having  no  other  food,  they  feiz- 
ed  upon  this;  and,  without  iany  preparation, 
broiled  it  as  it  was  with  the  hair  on,  and  dcr 
voured  the  whole  of  it. 

The  burning  of  the  hair  diffufed  a  noifomc 
fmell  round  the  lire,  which  turned  me  ficlf. 
^y  hungry  people  themfelves  appeared  dil^ 
gufted  at  it :  yet  I  faw  them  tear  the  naufer 
ous  leather  to  pieces  with  their  hands  anq 
teeth.  In  different  c;rcumftancefi,  the  dift6rt- 
jpd  features  with  which  their  repugnance  acr 
'companied  thcf^  efforts  would  probably  l^avft 
fxcitcd  my  laughter;  in  the  prefeot,  they 
pierced  my  heart,  and  gave  me  an  idea  of  th6 
flparful  extremities  to  which  nxea  to^y  be 
driven  by  famine. 

Our  fituatioA  made  me  regret  t^at  I  had 
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quitted  my  caravan:  for,  if  obliged  to  fire  at 
fmail  birds  for  food,  as  we  had  hitherto  done,: 
we  ihould  foon  exh^ufl:  our  ammunition,  and 
thereby  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  perplexity; 
Happily,  however,  getting  farther  to  the  eaft> 
we  perceived,  in  the  plain  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  mountains,  feveral  plantations  belonging 
to  the  colonifts.     This  fight  gladdened  my 
ikin-eaters*     We   defcended  the   mountains, 
and  repaired  to  the  nigheft  plantation,  wherQ 
we  did  not  arrive  till  it  was  dull^.     As  foon. 
as  we  were   perceived,  we   were   taken   for 
Bofhmen    or   thieves  coming  to  attack   and 
pillage  the  houfe ;  the  dogs  were  turned  loofe 
tipon  us;  and  it  was  well  we  were  not  wel- 
comed with  a  few  fhot.      Fortunately  they 
were  ftepped  and  repulfed  by  my  pack;  and 
the  matter  himfelf,  running  out  at  the  noife^ 
and  perceiving  roe  to  be  an  European,^  called 
back  his  people  and  his  dogs,  and  came  to 
meet  me.     He  had  heard  of  my  expedition^; 
and,  when  I  told   him   my  name,  he  made 
an  apology,  and  prefled  me  to  enter  his  habi- 
tation.     I  mentioned  our  diftrefs,  and  requeftr 
ed  fome  food  for  my  people.     He  generoully 
complied,  and  gave  us,  indeed,  fo  friendly  a 

G  g  4  receptioin^ 
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reception,  that  I  fpent  the  night  under  his 
roof. 

At  my  departure  I  was  defirous  of  recom- 
penfing  his  kindncfs:  but,  not  contented 
with  refufing  every  token  of  acknowledge- 
ment, he  would  give  my  people  a  loaf  and  a 
quarter  of  mutton,  to  ferve  them  on  their 
journey  j  and  as  for  myfelf,  obferving  that  I 
ate  fcarcely  any  thing  but  butter,  he  ordered 
fome  frefli  to  be  made,  at^d  infifted  on  my  ac-i 
cepting  a  pot  of  it, 

I  returned  to  the  mountains,  becaufe,  being 
able  from  their  fummits  to  difcover  the  Ele-? 
phants-^iver,  at  which  my  caravan  ought  by 

-  '  *  *  • 

this  time  to  have  arrived,  I  (hould  the  better 
know  how  to  direct  my  pourfe,  Our  march 
continued'  ftill  three  days  longer,  without  af- 
fording any  thing  to  intereft  me,  but  a  night 
fpent  near  a  beautiful  fpring  ths^t  abputided 
with  the  fhrub  on  whi?h  grows  the  fruit  called 
in  that  country  we/f^s-giji  (wolf's  poifon), 
This  name  is  derived  from  the  property 

•  •  • 

ppflefled  by  the  fruit,  when  roafted,  of  poi- 
fpning  any  carniybrpus  animals  that  may  eat 
of  it.  It  is  prepared  like  coffee,  ground  iq 
the  fame   manner,  and  the   powder  is  then 

ftrcwed 
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ftrewed  over  pieces  of  fleffi,  which  are  laid 
for  thefe  animals  in  the  night.     The  bait  i$ 
intended  chiefly  for  the  jackal  and  hyena^ 
As  foon  as  it  is  fwallowed,  the  animal  fwelis 
prodigioufly,  and  dies  more  or  lefs  fpeedily 
according  to  the  quantity  he  has  taken.     At 
length  we  perceived  feme  hrge  trees,  whkh^ 
by  their  winding  pofition,  appeared  to  fkirt 
fome  river.     Not  doubting  but  it  was  the  Ele- 
phants-River, we  defcended  the  mountains  to 
reach  its  banks.     The  river,  indeed,  it  was  ; 
but  we  had  roamed  fo  much  farther  than  we 
were  aware,  that,  returning  upon  our  fteps, 
or  rather  proceediiag  down  the  ftream,  it  was 
not  till  after  two  encampments  that  we  reached 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  4he  houfe  of  Van 
Zeyl ;  where,  when  we  arrived,  all  my  people 
and  waggons  1  found  had  been  waiting  for  me 
three  days. 

My  caravan  was  comfiderably  diminifhed. 
The  Hottentot  cattle-dealers,  after  having 
pafled  the  river,  had  repaired  to  their  refpec- 
tive  hordes,  leaving  only  two  of  their  party 
in  the  camp,  to  wait  for  me,  and  receive  in 
inoney  or  in  kind  the  value  of  the  tobacco 
they  had  fold  me  at  the  Qrange. 

I  wi(hed 
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'  I  wiflied  to  return  it  them  ia  kind,  to  {avO; 
them  the  trouble  (^  going  to  the  colony  to  pur^^ 
f  bafe  more ;  but,  to  do  this,  I  muft  buy  it  my-^ 
fel£  Van  Zeyl  had  niDoe ;  but  at  another 
planter's  near^  he  informed  me  I  might  pn>* 
care  ibme«  Accordingly  I  went  thither  on 
horfeback,  and  purchafed  the  quantity  I  waat^ 
ed,  at  the  exorbitant  price  of  a  Dutch  fcalia 
(Ax|)ence)  a  pound.  Thus  having  difcharged 
my  debt  to  my  travelling  companions,  I  re- 
paired to  Heer^-'logemctit^  that  grotto  fo*  natu- 
rally carpeted  by  the  ii)liage  of  a  large  tree^ 
and  which  X  have  ahready  defcribed.  « 

^yery  thing  was  green  in  this  diftrifl:,  as  ia 
thofe  I  had  lately  traverfed,  and  confequently 
very  different  from  what  it  was  at  my  former 
vif^     But  the  neighbouring  planters,  by  way 
of  huibanding  the  paffture  on  their  own  eftates^ 
had  driven  their  herds  hither ;  and  thefe  herds 
^ere  fo  numerous^-  that  the  herbage  was  almofl 
all  eaten  up*.    The  keepers  of  the  cattle  even 
aflured  me^   that,   if  I  purfued  the  ordinary 
^route  to  the  Cape,  I  fliould  every  where  ex- 
perience the  fame  inconvenience;  and  they 
fftdvif^d  m%  to  travel  more  to  the  fouth-weO:, 
through  Vefloore-VaUy  {^oft-lake)|  where,  the 
\  I      '  paftu- 
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pgftumge  having  fuffercd  feTs  in  this  way,  I 
ihpuld  ncceffarily  fitid  a  better  fuppljr- 

Impatient  as  I  was  to  reach  the  Cape,  this 
drciiit,  which  Would  coft  me  fetefal  dayi 
march,  W48  extremely  agalnft  my  will  i  htst 
neceflity  compelled  me  to  iubmit  t^  iu  Iti 
two  days  I  arrived  in  V^rlnore-Vaiey^  which  | 
^und  to  be  ^n  extenfive  lake,  feparated  frotii 
the  feb  by  a  narrow  border  of  fan^)^  downs*  - 

The  lake  and  Its  blanks  being  i^ovfeMd  Wkh 
birda  of  every  kind,  I  fiattemd  myfeif  I  (houhi 
find  ^ome  for  my  colledibn  that  would  recom* 
penfe  me  for  the  length  of  the  road*  In  f&d}^ 
1  faw  there  not  only  all  the  birds  that  I  ha4 
met  with  on  O^een-River,  but  alfo  the  coot 
of  Europe,  different  fpecies  of  grebea,  partlcu* 
iarly 'that  called  Synatutalifts  the  hefned  gtebe, 
find  a. particular  fpecles  of  penguin. 

This  bhtl  has  a  cteft  of  fong  rt arrow  feathers 
<rovering  its  eyes  arid  the  fides  of  itahead,  and 
this  creft  it  can  creft  and  lower  at  will.  Tht 
fame  fpecies  is  found  about  the  ftrrahs  of  Ma*- 
'^ellan,  .where  it  was  feen  by  the  delebrated 
Bougainville,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  hops. 
ping  penguin.  BufFon  gives  a  fhort  defcrip. 
tipn  of  it  under  the  fame  name,  and  afterwards 

figures 
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6gures  it  in  his  Flancbei  Enhminees^  undef 
that  of  the  crefted  penguin  of  Siberia. 

In  the  fame  lake  I  found  a  great  number  of 
penguins  of  another  fpecies,  the  fame  as  I  fpoke 
of  haying  fecn  in  Sal4anha  bay.  Thefe  pen- 
guin^  have  on  their  bodies  an  abundance  of 
fat  J  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  neighbour-. 
ipg  planters  might  make  of  this  fat  a  lucrative 
article  of  trade,  if  xhey  would  employ  them- 
feivcsin  taking  thefe  birds.  The  profit  would 
be  the  more  certain,  as  the  birds  in  queftion 
arc  extremely  plenty  on  the  weftern  cjoaft,  and 
fo  tame  that  they  will  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
knocked  on  the  head  without  (lirring,  and 
even  to  be  taken  by  the  hand*  This  (hows 
that,  with  a  little  care  and  addrefs^  means  might 
be  found  of  obtaining  them  at  fo  fmall  an  t%^ 
pence,  that  powder  and  fhot  might  befpare4t 
and  thf  bufmefs  be  almofl;  entirely  clear  g^n. 

My  vifit  to  Verloort-V^ley  procured  me 
great  number  of  aquatic  birds  of  different 
.^cies,  and  among  them  the  purple  galli- 
nule,  which  is  very  abundant  there,  and  ex- 
cellent food.  In  fhorf,  th«  lake  f warms  with 
all  the  water-fowls  that  may  be  found  difperfed 
bere  and  ther?  over  th?  reft  of  this  part  pf  the 

world. 
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world.  It  18  the  dnly  place  fot  an  omitholo- 
gift  to  fix  his  refidcnce,  who  would  wifli  in  a 
(hort  time  to  procure  a  complete  colledtion  of 
the  web-footed  and  fliore  birds  of  Africa,  I 
there  obtained  alfo  a  beautiful  fpecies  of  fmall 
crefted  falcon,  that  feeds  only  pn  crabs  and 
fifli,  which  it  catches  in  the  fame  way  as  the 
ofprey,  the  bald-buzzard  and  the  kite.  I  fpent 
eleven  days  on  the  borders  of  this  lake,  and 
colleiSted  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  fpeclmens 
of  birds,  large  and  fmall .  At  length  my  hun- 
ters brought  me  more  birds  every  day  than  I 
could  tell  how  to  difpofe  of,  and  I  had  not  the 
pleafure  of  killing  a  fihgle  one  myfelf,  fo  fully 
was  I  employed  in  preparing  them. 

Finding  myfelf  fo  near  St.  Helen's  Bay,  I 
refolved  to  vifit  it.  In  confequence,  I  ordered 
my  people  to  proceed  with  my  waggons  to 
Swart- Land,  and  wait  for  me  at  the  houfe  of 
my  friend  Slaber.  Swanepoel  was  entrufted 
with  the  care  of  conducing  them  thither,  and, 
having  done  this,  was  to  proceed  on  with- 
out delay  to  the  Cape,  to  give  my  friends 
notice  of  my  return,  and  inquire  whether  any 
letter  had  arrived  for  me  during,  my  fifteen 
months  abfence.    The  interval  I  was  to  Ipend 

at 
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at  Sl  Helen's ;  I  h^  never  yet*  been  there  ; 
and  I  fixoidd  not  have  forgiven  myfelf,  if,  nmt 
tbat  I  wa$  fa  near,  I  oeglefted  to  fee  iL 

For  this  excurfion  I  took  with  me  only  the 
iame  hunters  aa  had  attended  me  in  my  laft. 
'When  I  arrived  at  the  hay,  I  traverfed  aH  its 
vrindings  from  one  point  to  the  other»  Kolben, 
who  was,  no  better  geographer  than  he  was  a 
naturaUft,  and  who  had  feen  no  more  of  St. 
Helen's  B^y  than  be  had  of  the  colony,  iays 
that  Bcrg^Riwr  difembogues  itfelf  to  the 
north  of  the  bay ;  and  it  is  thus  he  lays  it 
.down  in  hi^  map.  Kolben  is  miftaken  in  this 
pointt  as'  he  is  in  a  thoufand  others.  The 
mouth  of  the  Berg  is  in  the  fouthem  part  of 
St..  Helen's.  The  Bay  itielf  too  is  improperly 
jplaoed  in  all  our  fea  chai ts,  its  latitude  being 
wrong  by  more  than  fifteen  Qiimites* 

This  river,  which  I  afcended  for  a  confideF- 
9l^  wayjfr  is  obiiru^ted  by  foreft$  of  reeds,  inr 
tp  which  the  hippopotamufes  retire  and  con- 
ceal themiclves.  Government,  fearii^  that 
thefe  amphibious  animals,  the  fpecies  of  which 
jt  wiihiesto  preferye,  might  be  totally  deftroy- 
ed^  has  prohibited  hunting  them,'  unier  pe* 
nalty  of  a,  i^f »    Tbis  regulation  would  fkAtc 

the 
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Ae  fate  of  many  others,  ar4  in  all  proba- 
bility bQ  ao  better  pbfcrvQd,  if  loc^l  4ifficulT- 
tiea  did  not  ernfure  its  execution.  Bui;  the  im,- 
poffibility  of  penetrating  tbefe  foreft*  of  reedp 
difcQur^gee  the  huntiers,  and  fecure^  the  breed 
<Qf  hippopQtamure$  more  efie<^uaUy  than  law^i 
.which  in  general  are  feldpw  reg^ded,  ai>d  th^i 
ngwt  of  which,  at  the  expence  of  twenty 
or  thirty  ri^^doilara,  may  with  <;ertainty  b? 
averted. 

After  having  vifited  the  Bay  of  St,  Helen'a, 
J  proceeded  along  the  Tea  fhore  to  that  of  S^U 
danha*  Both  abounded  alike  with  fpernuceli 
whales.  In  the  fingle  cove  called  Jfnetj^sr' 
Bay^  I  counted  two-and^thirty  playii\g  tc^- 
gether.  It  is  perfeftly  aftonifhing  that  tibe 
governors  of  the  Cape  have  never  thought 
of  this  branch  of  commerce^  which  iinquelr 
tionably    would    be   very  lucrative  \   but  it 

would  be  nect^flary  to  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  colonifts,  merrfy  referying  certain  du- 
ties on  the  fifliery  fpr  the  company.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  Dutch  governna,ent  will 
fosag^  day  perceive  the  neoeflity  of  attend- 
ing ferioufly  to  the  affaiirs  of  this  interefting 
•fettlemeat.     They  have  only  to  leave  the  ir^ 

habitants 
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habitants  at  liberty  to  purfiie  theif  oWti  fchefeV« 
without  fettering  their  fhduftry,  and  this  part 
of  Africa  would  become  the  moR,  fiourifhing 
on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Upon  quitting  SaldahhS,  1  p^dceed^d  to^ 
wards  the  habitation  of  my  venerable  friend 
Slaber.  His  worthy,  his  amiable  family, 
apprifed  of  my  return  from  my  expedition  by 
the  people  with  my  waggons,  and  informed 
of  my  arrival  by  one  of  my  huntws  whom  I 
lent  on  before,  came  to  meet  me^  I  was  fur^ 
prifed  not  to  fee  my  good  friend  himfelf  with 
his  children.  They  informed  me,  that  (ince 
xny  departure  he  had  been  feized  with  a  fe- 
vere  dyfentery,  and  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
He  had  been  often  anxious  about  me  during 
my  abfence,  and  had  made  refpedting  me  every 
poflible  enquiry*'  He  had  wiihed  to  embrace 
me  once  more  before  he  died ;  and  when  he 
faw  Swanepoel  and  Klaas  return  without  me, 
he  was  alarmed*  But  they  had  removed  his 
fears  by  accounting  for  my  delay  j  and  he  ex* 
peded  me  with  impatience. 

They  added,  that  he  was  fo  extremely  ema*- 
ciated  and  fo  much  altered,  that  I  (houldfcarcely 
kaow  him :  and,  as  they  were  apprehenfive 

his 
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lilis  fituation  would  make  upon  me  at  fii  ft  fight 
fo  ftrong  an  imprcflion  that  I  fhould  be  unable 
to  conceal  my  feelings,  they  befought  me  to 
reftrain  my  furprife,  and  not  alarm  him  to  nd 
purpofe; 

I  entered  his  chamber,  affecting  a  degree  of 
joy  whiclx  was  certainly  far  from  my  heart.  I 
even  pt'ofefled  to  confider  his  difeafe  as  a  flight 
malady  j  and^  after  juft  mentioning  the  fubjedfe 
without  waiting  for  his  reply,  I  turned  th6 
eonverfation  to  the  fine  bull  I  had  procured 
for  him  on  my  journey,  and  which  my  people 
had  no  doubt  already  prefented  to  him. 

His  fufFerings,  however,  had  fo  much  weaned 
him  froox  earth  and  all  its  concerns^  that  he 
appeared  to  pay  little  attention  to  my  prefe^it^ 
and  fpoke  only  of  his  approaching  diflblutiolu 
At  the  Cape  the  dyfentery  is  to  people  of  all 
ages  and  conftitutions  a  dangerous  difeafe  j  but 
to  thofe  advanced  in  life  it  is  always  fatal ;  and 
1  perceived  too  clearly  that  my  heft  friend  was 
dying. 

Swane^oelj  on  his  return  from  the  Cape, 
brought  me  news  of  my  friends,  and  letters 
from  Europfe.  Among  others  was  one  from 
iny  refpe<fted  friend  Boers,  which  informed  me 

Vol.  III.'  Hh  qF 


466  TRAVELS    I]sr 

of  his  arrival  in  Holland,  after  an  agrccabltf 
pafTage.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  fervices  he  had 
rendered  toe  during  his  abode  at  the  Cape,  he 
informed  me,  that  he  had  cpmmended  me 
anew  to  all  his  frieads,  particularly  to  the  new 
fjfcal  Serrurier,  whofe  zeal  and  friendfliip 
towards  me  while  I  remained  in  Africa  ne- 
ver abated  for  an  inftant.  A 11  my  acquaint- 
ances invited  me  to  haften  to  the  town  ;  and 
Colonel  Gordon  and  his  lady  wrote  to  me  to 
that  purpofe,  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  in- 
filling that  I  (hould  take  up  my  abode  at  their 
houfe. 

Among  my  letters  were  feveral  alfo  fronx 
my  family  and  friends  in  France ;  and  one  ia 
particular  from  Amfterdam,  which  overturned 
all  my  projects,  all  the  arrangements  that  I  had 
already  adually  formed  in  my  head  for  a  third 
•  journey  into  the  deferts.  It  was  from  Temminck, 
who  informed  me,  that  one  of  the  company  V 
Ihips,  engaged  in  the  flave  trade,  would  foon  fail 
fromJ^oUand  fortheifland  of  Madagafcan  This 
vcffel  was  to  touch  at  the  Cape  to  vi6tuai  and 
water,  fo  that  I  might  eafily  introduce  myfelf 
to  the  Captain,  and  embark  with  him  for  the 
place  of  his  deftination. 

5      ,  Knowing, 
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Knowing,  however,  my  inclination  for  tra- 
velling, and  fuppofing  that  I  (hould  gladly 
avail  myfelf  of  fiich  an  opportunity  to  vifit  that 
celebrated  ifland,  the  largeft  in  the  known 
^  world ;  my  friend  had  made  fevery  arrange- 
ment with  the  Captain;  and  of  thefe  arrange- 
ments he  gave  me  notice  in  his  letter. 

I  was  highly  gratified  by  this  obliging  rea- 
dinefs  to  ferve  me,  which  was  as  congenial  to 
my  inclination  as  it  was  prudently  managed. 
It  is  true,  this  new  fcheme  did  not  accord  with 
my  other  :  but  then,  befides  that  Jt  afforded 
^  me  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  a  land  I  had 
never  feen — befides  that  I.  fhculd  have  fuffi- 
cient  time  completely  to  traverfe  it,  as  thefhip 
mull  neceflarily  make  ferae  ftay  at  the  ifland 
to  accomplifli  the  purpofe  of  her  voyage,  I 
might  refiime  my  former  plan  on  my  return  to 
the  Gape.  For  the  prefcnt,  therefore,  I  gave 
up  my  defign  of  vifiting  again  the  interior  part 
of  Africa,  and  employed  myfelf  in  preparing 
to  fail  for  Madagafcar:  a  preparation  which 
Would  eafily  be  ef  edled,  as  my  friend  himfelf 
had  frhoothed  every  difficulty. 

in  this  new  arrangement  I  wanted  neither 
tvaggons  nor  horfcs,  nor  teams  of  oxen,  nor 

H  h  2  indeed 
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indeed  any  of  that  apparatus  and  thofe  attend-^ 
ants  which  had  hitherto  been  neceflary.  My 
oxen,become  ufelefs  to  me,  were  the  firft  things 
1  fought  to  difpofe  of.  Beiag  extremely  lean, 
and  little  calculated  for  the  yoke  in  their  pre- 
fent  condition,  I  offered  them  to  the  company's 
butcher,  who  paid  me  at  the  rate  of  feven  rix- 
doUars  per  bead,  or  about  thirty  livres  French 
money. 

Two  of  my  cows  I  gave  to  Klaas's  wife,  who 
had  accompanied  nAe  on  my  journey,  and  had 
performed  for  me  the  office  of  a  laundrefs, 
and  fometimes  of  a  cook.;  and  two  others  to 
Swanepoel.  Finally,  I  offered  my  goats  to 
the  daughters  of  Slaber  :  but  they  would  only 
accej!)t  them  conditionally,  as  depofits  to  be 
returned  if,  in  confequence  of  taking  a  new 
journey,  I  fhould  hereafter  have  occafion  for 
them. 

In  this  herd  of  goats  were  a  he  and  fhe  pur- 
chafed  by  me  in  the  Nimiqua  country  for  my 
friend  Liewetibefg,  of  the  canton  of  the  Four- 
and- Twenty  Rivers,  and  at  his  rlequeft.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  delivering  them  to  him  myfel£ 
I  had  not  forgotten  the  bottles  of  lemon- juice, 
which  this  worthy  planter  had  given  me  in 

my 
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my  journey,  the  friendfhip  he  had  fo  readily 
Ihewn  me,  and  the  two  beautiful  birds  which 
had  been  procured  me  by  his  fons. 

Though  my  prefent  was  trifling  in  itfelf,  it 
was  the  more  gratifying  to  him,  as  it  was  pre- 
tifely  what  he  had  defired  of  me,  and  what  in 
reality  he  moft  wifhed  for,  I  afterwards  di- 
vided amongft  my  honeft  Hottentots  every 
thing  for  which  I  had  no  farther  occafion.     ' 

Thus  having  gotten  rid  of  all  that  was  ufe- 
lefs  to  me,  I  reckoned  with  my  attendants,  and 
appointed  them  to  meet  me  at  the  Cape  to  be 
paid.  Though  they  were  all  eager  to  return 
to  their  hordes  to  fee  their  families,  they  did 
not  quit  me  without  expreffing  regret :  nor 
was  I  on  my  part  without  emotion,  though 
there  were  few  of  them  againft  whom  I  had 
not  fome  caufe  of  complaint. 

My  new  fcheme  called  me  to  the  Cape; 
and  my  attentions,  however  afTedtionate  and 
fmcere,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  a  fick  man,  whofe 
deplorable  (late  left  no  hopes  of  his  recovery. 
I  embraced,  therefore,  for  the  laft  time  this  beft 
of  men,  to  whoni  I  was  under  the  greateft  obli- 
gations, and  whom  I  tenderly  loved.  He  bade 
pie  alfo  a  laA  farewell  ;  and  fome  time  after  I 

H  h  3  learned, 
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learned,  that  his  refpedable  famiiy  had  to  I4? 
meat  his  death.  . 

At  length,  after  an  abfence  of  fixteen  nionth^ 
fpent  in  the  deferta  of  Africa,  I  arrived  at  the 
Cape,  where  Gordon  and  his  lady  were  eagerly 
iexpe£ling  me.  I  was  welcomed  as  a  friend,  4 
brother,  a  fon,  or  whatever  is  moft  dear;  and 
the  kindnefs  of  thefe  beneficent  hofts  never 
flackened  for  a  moment.  The  memory  of  my 
gratitude  will  contini^  as  long  as -my  travel^ 
fliall  continue  to  be  read  j  nor  can  I  permit  myr 
felf  to  be  withheld  from  the  jleclaration  of  it  by 
the  apprehenfion,  that  that  declaration  may  be 
conftrued  in  a  way  ofFenfi've  to  the  fclf-love  of 
others. 

My  firft  care,  as  foon  as  I  w»s  at  liberty^ 
was  to  enquire  whether  there  werg  any  yelTel 
in  the  harbour  bound-  for  Europe.  I  fpxj^a^ 
one  ready  to  fail,  by  which  I  wrote  to  Tem- 
minck,  thanking  him  for  what  he  had  done  for 
me,  and  informing  him,  that  I  had  refolv^d  tq 
accept  his  generous  pffer,  and  wiiited  only  for 
the  arrival  of  the  flave-fliip  which  was  to  tranf* 
*  port  me  to  Madagafcar.  I  fent  advice  to  the 
fame  purpofe  to  my  family,  and  thought  of 
pothing  but  n^y  departure. 
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I  had  not  forgotten  poor '  Schoenmaken 
The  very  day  after  my  arrival,'  I  had  endea- 
voured to  intereft  Gordon  in  the  fate  of  this 
unhappy  deferten  The  Colonel  had  confider- 
able  regard  for  him,  and  aflured  me  of  his  in- 
clination to  ferve  him.     In  confequence  I  fent 

■ 

an  exprefs  to  the  outlaw,  telling  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  town.  He  came.  We 
conduced  him  to  the  houfe  of  the  Governor/ 
and  folicited  his  pardon;  which  was  inftantly 
granted.  He  left  me  to  return  to  his  deferts 
to  fettle  hiis*  affairs,  and  then  came  to  refide  in 
the  colony,  where  he  foon  gained  the  friend- 
(hip  of  hrs  neighbours,  and  married  a  daughter  " 
.of  one  of  them :  a  circumftance  that  fcldoni 
occurs  in  a  country  where  foldiers  and  failors 
are  in  general  held  in  little  eftimation  by  the 
planters. 

While  I  remained  at  the  Cape,  the  flave- 
fiiip  came  Into  the  road.  I  received  by  it  other 
^  letters  from  Temminck,  who  again  repeated 
all  he  had  faid  before  refpeding  my  voyage  to. 
Madagafcar,  prefling  me  to  undertake  it,  and 
having  no  doubt  but  the  captain  of  the  velfel, 
who  was  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  him, 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  my 

H  h  4    .     '       accommo- 
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accommodation.  But  I  very  foon  perceived 
that  my  friend  had  beeti  miftaken  with  regard 
to  this  captain,  whqfe  condudl  plainly  ftiowed 
me  how  little  he  wiflied  that  I  (hould  accom- 
pany  him.  Unwilling  to  exppfc  myfelf  to  the 
certain  inconvenience  of  making  fqch  a  voy-r 
age  with  a  man  who  vifibly  regv<icd  me  with 
jealoufy,  fearing  nq  doubt  that  I  (hould  prove 
an  obftacle  to  his  commercial  projects,  I  gave 
up  the  idea  for  the  moment ;  and,  other  crof^ 
circumftances  pontinuing  to  procr^ftinate  the 
fch^me,  I  abandoned  it  entirely.  All  my 
thoughts  were  now  centred  in  Europe,  and  I 
became  wholly  difguded  with  travelling,  till 
the  time  when,  renouncing  the  fociety  of  my 
fpecies,  deceived  by  them,  outraged  in  the 
pureft  fentiments  of  my  heart,  I  was  led  once 
more  to  figh  for  a  defert,  and  was  no  longef 
^ble  but  in  imagination  to  gratify  njy  defire. 

At  laft  an  opportunity  of  departing  arrived. 
The  fhips  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  company 
were  returning  home.  I  folicited  a  paflage, 
which  was  granted  me.  There  were  five  veC- 
fcls  bound  for  Europe  in  the  road,  and  the 
queftion  was,  in  which  I  could  eml>ark  with 
jny  effeds.     One  of  thefe  veflels  had  brought 
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^em  China  an  old  fupercargo  of  the  company^ 
with  his  wife  and  children.     1  had  now  and 
then  fallen  in  with  thefe  people  in  different 
companies  at  the  Cape,  and  I  rejo5ced  at  the 
thought  of  having  them  to  myfelf,  and   that; 
too  for  a  confiderable  time ;    for  it  is  pleafmg 
\o  enliven  the  tedioufnefs  of  a  long  voyage  by 
jhe  charm  of  agreeable  company,  and  to  be 
able  occalionally  to ,  contemplate  a  handfomc 
face,  when  the  fea,  the  £ky,  or  failors  in  their 
^irty  drefles,  ajre  the  objcdls,  and  the  only  ob- 
jedis,  conftantly  before  the  eye.     Such  was  to 
have  been   my  lot :  at  leaft  fuch  I  hoped  it 
would  have  been.     But  probably  the  hufband 
thought  me  too  eager  for  a  paffenger;  an4 
accordingly,  without  a  direct  denial,  he  aifured 
pie  I  fhould  be  fo  badly  accommodated,  and 
Jie  fo  pofitively  refufed  to  take  my  boxes  on 
board  with  me,,  that  1  was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  defign.    Being  lefs  a  courtier  than  attached 
tp  my  riches,  I  could  by  no  means  confent  to 
J)e  feparajted  frpiji  them.    They  were  therefore 
fent  aboard  another  veffe),  and  the  fupercargo 
was  freed  from  my  importunities.     By  his  re* 
fufal  he  gave  me  my  life,  while,  poor  man!  h^ 
]Jttle  thought  of  lofmg  his  owja, 
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I  embarked  in  the  Ganges,  commanded  hy 
Captain  Paardekooper.  We  failed  from  Falfe- 
Bay  the  14th  of  J11I7,  1784,  accompanied  by 
four  other  of  the  company's  fhips.  We  had 
fcarcely  cleared  the  bay,  when  contrary  winds 
drove  us  to  the  fouthward,  where  a  horrible 

V 

temped  affailed  us,  and  we  were  driven  by  a 
violent  gale  to  the  latitude  of  37^  fbuth.  I 
felt  by  experience  how  much  reafon  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had,  to  call  the  fouthernmoft  part  of 
Africa  the  Cape  of  Tempefts.  On  this  fearful 
cccafion  we  loft  two  men,  whom  the  waves 
wafhed  off  the  deck.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  f^ve  them,  but  in  vain :  they  were  twenty 
times  overwhelmed  by  mountains  of  water, 
and  at  laft  perifhed,  Ourveffel,  which  was 
old,* greatly  fuffered  :  the  water  penetrated  in 
all  parts;  and  notwithftanding  every  thing  that 
could  afterwards  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil, 
fhe  remained  leaky  during  the  w^hole  voyage. 
We  were  eleven  days  in  this  diftreffing  fitu-.- 
ation ;  which,  with  the  image  of  death  every 
moment  before  our  eyes,  were  a  long  and  te- 
dious period.  On  one  of  thofe  nights  of  hor- 
Iror,  ftveral  guns  were  fired  as  fignals  of  dif- 
tjrefs  by  one  of  the  veffels  j  and,  to  our  grief, 

thq 


N. 


AFRICA. 


475 


jphe  next  day  the  Middelbourg^  the  veffei  into 
5vhich  I  had  been  refufed  admiffion^  was  no 
Jonger  to  be  feen.  Certain  that  fhe  had  funk, 
I  addrefled  a  {hort  prayer  tp  heaven  for  the 
fupercargo*s  young  wife,  apprfehenfivje  every 
moment  that  I  ftxould  myfelf  be  buried  in  the 
fame  grave.  However,  we  had  the  happinefe 
at  laft  to  double  the  Cape,  fo  much  dreaded  by 
failorss  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  we  pafled  ia 
fight  of  St.  Helena,  and  on  the  25th  crofled 
jhe  line  in  the  longitude  of  358 ^, 

During  the  whole  voyage,  I  never  caft  my 
eyes  backward  without  feeing  in  imaginatioa 
the  unfortunate  Middelbourg.  What  a  dread* 
ful  moment,  faid  I  Jo  myfelf,  muft  it  have  been 
when  the  whole  of  that  family  were  fwallowed 
pp  by  the  waves  !  I  fancied  I  heard  the  laft 
Ihrieks  of  the  unfortunate  mother  mingled  with 
the  dying  fcreams  of  her  poor  children.  Alas ! 
jhat  hour  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  awaited  them 
when  in  fight  of  the  port  for  which  they  were 
^ound. 

The  four  yeflels  failed  in  company,  without 
|ofing  fight  of  each  other  j  and  we  eveix  vxfited 
pne  another,  when  the  weather  was  calm,  and 
v^e  could  hoifl:  out  our  boatSt 

Whett 
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When  this  kind  of  intercourfe  was  rendered 
irtipradklcable  by  high  winds  and  a  too  ftormy 
iea,  we  had  recourfe  to  another,  that  of  mu- 
tually writing  letters,  of  which  the  gulls  and 
terns  were  the  carriers. 

Thefe  birds,  beaten  by  the  winds  and  tired 
with  their  flight,  would  pitch  upon  our  yards 
to  reft  themfelves,  where  the  failors  eafily 
caught  them.  Having  fattened  our  little  epif- 
tles  to  their  legs,  we  then  let  them  fly,  and, 
making  a  noife  to  prevent  their  alighting 
again  on  our  veflfel,  obliged  them  to  wing 
their  courfe  to  the  next.  There  they  were 
caught  again  by  the  crewj  and  fent  back  to  us 
in  the  fame  manner  with  anfwers  to  our  let- 
ters. This  curious  fl:ratagem  has  fdmething 
kind  and  affedionate  in  it,  which  tranfports 
me  to  other  regions  ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  cir- 
cumfl:ances  of  fny  travels  which  I  always  re-^ 
colledl  with  additional  pleafure. 

In  the  latitude  of  lo^  15^  north,  and  lon- 
gitude 355  ^»  we  met  with  a  calm  that  delay  eel 
us  feveral  days,  and  in  the  interval  I  witnefled 
a  phenomenon,  which,  though  known  to  the 
crew,  was  to  me  perfedly  newi 

An  ?normou5  flat  fifli,  of  the  ray  genus. 
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tame  and  Twain  round  our  ve0el.'  It  differed 
from  the  commoi>  ray,  however^  in  the  fhape 
of  its  head,  which,  inftead  of  being  poii^ted, 
formed  a  crefcent,  and  from  the .  extremities 
of  the  femicircle  iflued  two  arms  as  it  were, 
which  the  failors  called  horns.  They  were 
two  feet  wide  at  the  bafe,  and  only  fiVe  inches 
at  the  extremity.  This  monfter  they  told 
me  was  called  the  fea-deviL 

A  few  hours  after,  we  faw  two  others  with 
this,  one  of  which  was  fo  extremely  large,, 
that  it  was  computed  by  the  crew  to  be  fifty 
•  or  fixty  feet  wide*  Each  fwam  feparately, 
and  was  furrounded  by  thofe  fmall  fifh  which 
ufually  precede  the  fhark,  and  which  are  there- 
fore called  by  feamen  pilot-fifh.  Laftly,  all 
three  carried  on  each  of  their  horns  a  white 
fifh,  about  the  fize  of  a  man's  arm  and  half  a 
yard  long,  which  appeared  to  be  ftationed 
there  on  duty. 

You  would  have  fa  id  they  were  two  fenti- 
nels  plaqed  to  keep  watch  for  the  fafety  of  the 
animal,  to  inform  him  of  any  approaching 
danger,  and  to  guide  his  movements.  If  he 
approached  too  near  the  veflel,  they  quitted 
their  pofls,  and,  fwimming  brifkly  before,  led 
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him  away..  If  he  rofe  too  high  above  thdf 
.water,  they  pafled  backward  and  forward  over* 
his  back,  till-  he  had  defcen4ed  deeper.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  he  fwam  too  low,  they  dif* 
appeared,  and  we  faw  no  more  of  ihem,  be-* 
caufe,  no  doubt,  they  were  paffing  under- 
neath, as  in  the  preceding  inftanee  they  had 
pafled  above  him.  Accordingly  we  found 
"him  re-afcend  towards  the  furface,  and  then 
the  two  fentinels  reaffumed  their  pods,  each 
on  his  horn. 

During  the  three  days  that  the  calm  conti- 
nued, and^we  remained  motionlefs  for  want  of 
wind,  thefe  manoeuvres  were  many  times  re* 
peated  before  our  eyes  as  to  each  of  the  three 
monfters. 

I  was  delirous  of  catching  one  of  them,  in 
order  to  examine  it  at  leifure.  But,  when  I 
propofed  it  to  the  crew,  they  treated  it  as  im- 
poflible.  However,  on  my  promifmg  a  dozen 
bottles  of"  wine  to  any  one  who  (hould  ac- 
compliflx  it,  their  ardour  was  roufed ;  arid  the 
attempt,  which  was  before  deemed  impradi- 
cable,  w^a's  now  only  difficult.    , 

They  all  ran  to  their  harpoons,  and  poftecf 
themfelves  here  and  there  by  the  (hip's  fide  irf 
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f eadinefs  to  ftrike.  A  failor  (landing,  near  the 
bowfprit,  more  fortunate  than  the  reft,  ftruck 
one  of  the  three  filh  on  the  back :  then  letting 
out  his  line,  that  he  might  have  room  to  beat 
about  and  tire  himfelf,  he  at  laft  towed  him 
gradually  to  the  furface  of  the  water.  The " 
animal  lay  pei^fedly  moiionlefs ;  and  we  madc^ 
no  doubt  of  eafily  drawing  him  upon  deck. 
One  harpoon,  however,  being  ^.infufBcient  to 
fupport  him,  particularly  as  it  had  penetrated 
but  a  Httl^  way,  twelve  or  fifteen  more  were 
ftruck  into  him  at  once,  fo  as  to  fix  him  com- 
pletely :  feveral  halfers  were  pafled  round  his 
body,  and  he  was  thus  hoifted  on  board* 

This  was  the  le.aft  of  the  three,  being  only 
eight-and-twenty  feet  in  its  extreme  breadth, 
and  one-and'.twenty  in  length  from  the  ex-- 
tremity  of  the  horns  to  that  of  the  taih  The 
tail,  which  was  thick  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  was  twenty-two  inches  long. 

The  mouth,  placed  cxaftly  like  that  of  the 
ray,  was  wide  enough  to  fwallow  a  man  with 
eafe.  The  fkin  was  white  under  the  belly,  and 
brown  on  the  back, '  like  that  of  the  ray. 
.  We  reckoned  the  animal  to  weigh  not  lefi, 
certainly,  than  a  toa« 

About 
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About 'twenty  fmall  fuckrng  fifli  were  falt^ 
cncd  to  diflferent  parts  of  his  body  fo  firmly^ 
that  they  did  no^  drop  off  when  he  was  hoift-^ 
cd  on  board,  but  were  taken  with  him. 

Some  naturalifts  havefaid,  that  the  head  of 
the  fucking  fifli  is  vifcous  on  the  lower  part, 
and  furnifhed  with  rough  points  fimllar  to  the 
teeth  of  a  file  ;  and,  according  to  them,  it  is  by 
means  of  thefe  two  qualities,  its  roughnefi 
and  vifcoiity,  that  it  is  enabled  to  adhere .  to 
other  iiih. 

**  Figufe  to  yourfelf,"  fays  one  of  them,  "  a 
row  of  nineteen  fharp-edged  and  dentated 
lamihse,  placed  crofTwife,  and  iffuing  imme-^ 
diately  from  the  rim  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
you  will  have  a  juft  idea  of  the  part  with 
**  which  the  remora  makes  itfelf  faft/* 

This  defcription  is  exaft  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  figure  and  number  of  the  dentated  laminae  j 
but  it  places  them  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
head,  whereas  they  are,  in  reality,  on  tjic 
upper.  Accordingly,  when  the  remora  fixes 
itfelf,  it  is  obliged  to  turn  upon  its  back,  with 
Its  belly  upward. 

I  am  ignorant  whether  the  two  white  fiflj 
that  pofted  themfelves  on  the  arms  of  the  fea*-' 

devii^ 


4i 


AFRICA*  4ffi 

dfiVil,  and  appeared  to  ferve  him  as  pilots^ 
were  alfo  of  the  femora  kind.  .But  this  at 
lead  I  can  affert,  that  they  appeared  to  ftick 
as  firmly  to  the  extremities  of  the  arms  I  have 
mentioned,  notwithftanding  the  arms  were  ia 
continual  motion* .  I  muft  obferve,  however^ 
that,  if  thefe  white  fifh  had  a  flat  furface  like 
that  by  which  the  remora  adhered  to  other  fifli, 
it  muft  have  been  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
body,  and  not  on  the  upper,  fince  the  animal 
continued  in  its  natural  pofition,  and  had  ho 
occafion  to  turn  over  to  fix  itfelf  at  its  poft. 

It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  me, 
if  thefe  filh  had  remained  at  their  ftations,  and 
allowed  themfelves  to  be  taken  with  the  fca- 
devil,  as  I  fliould  then  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  exatiiining  them  :  but  thei  moment  the  firft 
harpoon  was- thrown,  they  let  go  their  hold 
and  difappeared,  * 

I  hoped,  however,  that  we  might  per-* 
chance  catch  one  of  thofe  that  ferved  as  fen- 
tinels  to  the  other  two  monfters,  whigh,  by  all 
the  noife  we  had  made,  had  not  been  driven 
away.  Different  baits  were  tried  for  them,  - 
but  to  no  purpofe :  when  the  hook  was  thrown 
into  the  water,  they  came  and  examined  it, 
and  immediately  returned  to  their  pofts* 

You  III  li  I  do 
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I  do  not  at  prefent  recollect  that  any  natn-» 
ralift  has  fpoken  of  thcfe  white  remoras.  Yet 
other  travellers  befide  me  have  feen  them.  I 
ihall  cite  on  this  head  Dubadier,  known  in 
natural  hiftory  for  his  rare  and  ample  collec- 
tion of  the  cruftaceae  of  the  Caribbee  iflands* 
.In  his  laft  voyage,  this  naturalift  faw,  in  lat* 
45""  north,  long.  333^,  a  fimilar  ray,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  about  twenty-five  or  thirty 
feet  in  breadth,  accompanied  by  its  two  t?^rhite 
pilots.  He  made  a  drawing  of  it,  as  I  did  of 
the  rays  which  I  faw;  and,  on  comparing 
thefe  drawings,  the  fifh  evideatly  appear  to  be 
of  the  fame  fpecies. 

The  remainder  of  our  paflage  offered  no- 
thing remarkable^  but  the  contrary  winds 
with  which  we  were  continually  buffeted: 
and  indeed  in  lat.  33 '^  we  .were  again  at- 
tacked by  a  violent  ftorm.  Fearing  our 
voyage  would  be  long  and  tedigus,  all  the 
crew  were  put  to  fliort  allowance  of  water. 
On  the  fourth  of  October  we  pafled  the  de- 
fert  iflands  of  Flores  and  Corvo,  and  failed 
within  mufket  fhot  of  their  fhores. 

On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  one  of 

th^e  crew  fell  overboard.     The  waves  ran  fo 

high  it  was  impofTible  to  fave  him.     He  was 
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inftantly  carried  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 
We  faw  him  ftretch  out  his  arms  to  us  J  but  the 
wind  hurried  us  on  with  fuch  violence,  that 
we  could  only  throw  fome  empty  barrels  and 
a  few  hencoops  into  the  fea.  This  even 
could  not  be  done  with  fufficient  fpeed;  and, 
had  any  of  thefe  frail  fupports  reached  him, 
it  would  only  have  prolonged  his  fufFering, 
told  given  him  death  twenty  times  over. 

The  twenty-third  of  Odober  we  fell  in 
with  two  fmall  French  veffels  returning  from 
the  cod-fi{hery.  We  purchafed  of  them  a 
fufBciency  for  our  little  fleet ;  and  it  proved  a 
very  feafonable  fupply,  for  our  provifion  was 
confiderably  diminifhed,  and  we  had  been 
badly  fed  for  a  long  time,  Thefe  two  fifhing 
veflels,  being  bound  to  Bayonne,  would  of 
courfe  anive  in  port  before  us;  and  I  availed 
myfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  inform  my  fa- 
mily^  and  my  friends  in  Holland,  of  my  ttear 
arrival. 

On  the  thirtieth  we  faw  fevcral  parts  of  a 
wreck,  and/  among  the  reft,  a  maft  almoft 
whole,  which  came  along-fide  of  our  fhip. 
This  fad  fpedacle  announced  to  us  that  fome 
calamity  had  happened  during  the  laft  ftorm. 
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At  length^  on  the  firft  of  November^  we  cam« 
in  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Europe,  and  were  in- 
ceflantly  beaten  about  by  cont^^ary  winds,  till 
we  reached  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  where 
we  were  flopped,  with  more  than  two  hun- 
dred other  veffels,  returning  from  all  parts  of 
the  globe,  and  which  were  detained  there,  as 
well  as  ourfelves,  by  contrary  winds.  But 
what  was  our  furprife,  when  the  Middelbourg, 
which  we  had  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  off.  the 
Cape  of  Needles  with  all  her  crew,  appeared 
among  the  number!  In  the  pi^cefs  of  my 
J4?y,  I  would  have  taken  one  of  the  boats  and 
gone  to  her ;  but  >the  fea  was  fo  rough  that 
none  of  the  failors  would  venture  to  row  me  j 
it  was  indeed  tremendous.  The  unfortu^ 
tunate  Middelbourg  appeared  to  n^e  to  be  iij 
a  worfe  condition  than  ourfelves,  and  to  be 
almoft  fhattered  to  pieces.  She  looked,  fo  to 
,  fpeak,  like  an  invalid  whom  a  relapfe  would 
infallibly  deftroy.  Nobody  wpuRi  join  me 
\o:  this  fad  prefage  5  yet  it  was  tb^  fame  day 
verified. 

Scarcely  h^d  we  entered  the  Channel,  when 
;i  great  niift  arofe.  It  every  moment  g^ew 
thicker  J  and  the  wind  began  tQ  blow  ^  ftorm^ 
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.  lyvhicji  prefently  xofe  to  fuch  a  height,  thtt  all 
the  ikiil  of  our  feamen  was  of  no  avail  agaiaft 
Jts  fury.  Wave  after  wave  drove  us  pre4« 
pitately  towards  the  rocks ;  while,  pn  account 
of  the  mift,  we  could  fcarcely  fee  each  Q|hef,a9 
if  Heaven  had  intended  to  faye  us  the  agony 
of  beholding  twenty  *ihip wrecks  at  once,  Wa 
bad  not  only  the  breakers  to  fear,  but .  ta 
dread  alfo  running  foul  of  one  another;  foj? 
th€  Channel  was  covered  with  veflels.,  1  can^. 
not  convey  a  better  idea  of  the  fury  of  this 
wind 'thus  let  loofe.  upon,  us,  than  by  obferv* 
ing  that  our  iails,  though  furled,  were  tons 
to  rags,  and 'our  rigging  abfolutely  blowi[i  tq 
tow,  I  confiderei^  death  .as  ineyitable,  add 
jiwait^d  it  in  filence.  Twenty  vcffels,  driven 
by  their  ill  fate  either  agabtft  each  other  or 
wpon  the  rocksi,  were  loft.  TIub  Middelbourg 
was  wrecked  on  the  flior^,  <^d  the  hufband^ 
wife,  and  children,  ail  perifhed  together.  Anon 
ther  veffel  of  our  fleet,  the  Holland,  kift  her 
rudder,  which  was  broken  and  carried  a^way 
by  a  wave.  Become  the  fport  of  the  winda 
and  waves,  aod  unable  to.fteer  her  caurfe^ 
(he  made  fignals  of  diftrefs,  which  we  an-* 
fwered  by  the  fignals  of  deaths     To  add  to  our 
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misfortunes,  night  came  upon  us  with  our 
rigging  all  in  diforder.     The  Holland  fired 
feveral  more  guns,  and,  when  day  appeared^ 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  of  her  *.     For  our 
partsi  we  paffed  the  Channel,  and  advanced, 
tempeft-beaten  all  the  way,  towards  the  Ifle  of 
Middelbourg,  where  we  anchored  in  fight  of 
land*     But  the  cable  foon  parted,  as  did  thofe 
of  all  the  anchors  we  threw  out,  one  after 
another  j  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  pafs  ano- 
thier  terrible  night,  beating  to  windward  on  a 
coaft  full  of  fhoals.     Skilful  as  our  captain 
was;,  he  durft  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  enter 
the  :port  without  a  coafting  pilot.     The  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  Intanker,  perceiving  our  dif- 
ttefs  from  the  town  of  Middelbourg,  had  the 
courage  to  i^enture  himfelf  in  a  fmall  (loop, 
and  came  to  ouritffiftancc  through  every  dan* 
ger.     He  got  on  board  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  veffcl,  and  carried  her  ftraight 
into  the  port  of  Flufliing.     We  were  driven 
in  by  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  we  lay  almoft  on 
our  beam-ends.     I  was  in  the  cabin.     I  heard 
a  cry  "  We  are  all  loft !"  I  ran  upon  deck. 

*  I  afterwards  heard,  that  this  veflel  was*  miraculoufly 
driven  into  an  Englifh  harbour  and  faved. 
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In  faflt  we  had  ftruck,  but  by  good  fortune  it 
was  on  the  mud :  had  it'  been  fifty  paces 
lower,  the  veflel  muft  have  gone  to  pieces. 
She  lay  on  her  fide ;  and  in  that  fituation  we 
pafled  the  night. 

When  day  appeared,  the  weather  was  more 
moderate.  Twetity  boats  came  to  tow  us  off, 
and  get  us  afloat.  At  .length  we  entered  the 
road  of  Flufliing;  where,  which  was  fmgular 
enough,  we  anchored  along-fide  of  the  Held 
Voltemaade,  the  very  veflel  that  had  carried 
me  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which 
the  Dutch  Eafl:-India  Company  had  purchafed 
from  the  Englifli,  by  whom  fhe  was  taken, 
a(S  every  one  knows,  on  her  departure  frqm 
the  Cape  for  the  Ifle  of  Ceylon.  In  the 
morning  the  commifl[ioners.  of  the  company  ' 
of  Zealand  came  on  board.  One  of  them 
brought  me  letters  from  Amfl:erdam,  in  an- 
fwer  to  thofe  which  I  had  written  at  fea,  and 
fent  by  the  fifliing  veflfels.  Temminck  had 
recommended  me  to  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, who  received  me  with  every  civility; 
and  my  baggage  was  fuffered  to  pafs  untouch- 
ed. The  moment  I  fet  my  foot  on  fhore,  I 
hired  a  fmall  veflTel,  to  convey  myfelf  and  my 

effeds 


,     t  -- 


4B8      TRJvlffeLS  IN  AFRICA; 

cffeds  to  Amfterdam  without  delay ;  where, 
the  moment  I"  arrived,  I  haftened  to  throw 
myfelf  intp  the  arms  of  my  good  friends, 
Boers  and  Temminck.  A  few  days  after,  I 
fet  off  for  Paris,  where  I  arrived  in  the  begin* 
niftg  of  January  1 785,  after  an  abfence  of  five 
years:  the  only  period  of  my  life  truly  to  be 
regretted,  the  only  one  at  leaft  in  which,  the 
cowardice  of  mankind  never  affected  me,  in 
which  I  could  fafely  defy  their  injuftice,  their 
benefits,  and  their  tyrannic  fway. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  AND  LAST  VOLUME* 
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